
ENDING HOMELESSNESS 

Dear Voter, 

 The bottom line is this: we’ve become inured to homelessness. It’s easy to ignore. It’s 
everywhere so we often take no notice of it. It’s gone on so long we’ve become insensitive to the 
problem. But how can we expect to feel good about our wellbeing on campus when the society it 
depends on is fractured? 

This is the University OF Manchester, and as a uni we have a social responsibility to the city we are 
supposed to represent, and currently I don’t think we’re doing enough. Let’s change that. Let’s get 
this uni’s SU to motivate the Manchester City Council and the Greater Manchester Police to end 
homelessness in Manchester.  

As Welfare and Community Officer I’d be in a unique position to represent all students of UoM and 
talk to the authority figures who actually have the power to do something — I think a great deal 
more public spending should be devoted to ending homelessness, and I want to be in a position 
where I can talk to people like Andy Burnham MP and Richard Leese, the Leader of the City 
Council, and tell them to do more, with the democratic backing of your voice and more than 40000 
other students.  

What are these high-ups thinking to funnel so much into the luxurious new commercial zones of 
Manchester like Spinningfields and New Islington when people throughout Greater Manchester 
can’t even find a place to stay? What kind of a city is this where the minute you walk out of 
Piccadilly or Oxford Road station the deprivation of people out on the street hits you square in the 
face? 

Schemes like A Bed Every Night are a step in the right direction, but it seems like every marketable 
success leads to a toxic self-congratulatory sense of achievement. Until homelessness is ended there 
is absolutely nothing to celebrate. I want this uni to be doing much MUCH more to fix this situation, 
and actively and continuously engage with the authorities so that nobody becomes complacent and 
thinks they’re doing enough. 

The title of this role is “Welfare & Community Officer” so what I really want to do is bring these two 
things together and focus on the welfare of the community first and foremost. By strengthening 
relations with Manchester City Council and Greater Manchester Police, as well as working with 
campaigns like Big Change and Manchester Students Ending Homelessness, we can change the 
society that this uni is supposed to represent. It’s far too easy to live in the Oxford Road bubble and 
forget who’s stuck outside. 

If you've ever walked past a homeless person and felt guilty, then why not act on that guilt? 

Let’s take on that social responsibility, let’s not be ignorant of the world outside of uni, and let’s 
really make sure we deserve the name The University OF Manchester. 

Thank you for your time. 

Richard Carter-Smith


