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My story 

I am currently in my final year studying BSc (Hons) Biomedical Sciences. I am Sri Lankan but as a child I grew 

up in Dubai. With this entailed the constant exposure to interesting people from all kinds of backgrounds. 

As a result, I have grown up with no strong sense of tribe identity. I believe, this allows me to have a liberal 

perspective in every interaction I have, resulting in my impartiality to people from all walks of life; a crucial 

characteristic in ensuring that I will represent all International students equally, and make their voices heard 

without representing just a few over the others. I have had responsibilities as a peer mentor, student 

ambassador, event co-ordinator and president of a cultural society that have given me the skills to navigate 

my way through the SU to achieve our goals. 

Our hurdles 

Most International students have grown up in societies that do not advocate mental health awareness and 

we bring with us an inability to address when we need support that is crucial when you are so far away 

from home. This is worsened by the language and cultural barriers. The burden that comes with high tuition 

fees and lack of job opportunities is very real and creating a safe space for character building in all 

international students is the next step to better opportunities. 

The movement 

• Establish an easy access mentor system for students that need to overcome these barriers. Students 

of similar backgrounds can be paired up to provide a safe space for questions. 

• To promote cultural integration over cultural divide through organised multicultural events. This will 

also ensure better interaction and collaboration amongst cultural societies. 

• Increase support for the cultural societies to optimise their ability to be a better second home to 

international students. An individual from each society committee will undergo mandatory training 

to handle difficult scenarios and work closely with the SU. 

I will undoubtedly be a voice for your concerns on the difficulties that arise with high tuition fees, job 

opportunities and visa issues. Making the best use of the resources to ensure that our voices will be 

heard, and action will be taken. 

 

VOTE NOW 28th Feb.-7th Mar. 


