
Solidarity Forever – Let’s Sheikh It Up! 

About me 

As someone who has been passionate about local and international community, my faith in having a 

new NUS is about changing the organisation where it is meaningful on its first impact to students. I 

studied International Relations with Political Science at the University of Birmingham and currently 

studying for my masters in Humanitarianism and Conflict Response at the University of Manchester. 

Instead of listing organisations and campaigns I have been involved with, I’m going to leave my 

thoughts in this section.  

Everything is connected, whether we like it or not. From the management of our universities, to the 

lobbying efforts in Parliament to private meetings between high profiles for vested interests. This is 

merely a recent tool of exploitation that has adapted in modern society, however it was the student 

movement that used to challenge that. To some extent, even our ideological differences have been 

exploited to divide us even within academic education. We need to do away with the political 

spectrum and stop assuming politics starts at Downing St and Westminster – this is the biggest lie we 

have been taught.  

The truth has always been clear. Politics starts with your personal experiences in your personal 

environment, therefore your union should be about that too. The rise-to-the-top blame game is 

politics of the past – to work towards an NUS needs to do away with Conservative culture’s effect on 

the left and rid ourselves of career-minded civic engagement – we need to fight for the collective 

good, principled action and coherent policy, if we want this union to survive and return to its roots. 

This is not a struggle between order and rebellion – we are facing the greatest battle within ourselves 

where we will end up creating our own barriers if we do not strive to look forward.  

 

Policies 

A main lesson I have learnt throughout campaign and organisation experience in that the worst 

project decisions are typically made with overconfidence, top-down approach – we need to bring 

back a regional focus to the NUS so Universities can see the direct impact of their coordination. There 

are too many decisions being made in London while the NUS is continuing to cut resources and roles 

that makes the NUS relevant beyond its officers and delegates. We must act now before the NUS 

becomes even more redundant and we need to regulate this with a democratic voice – no more 

pyramids, no more elitism.  

Universities are public institutions with interests in profit – we need to coordinate the push against 

socially irresponsible investment strategies that benefit the arms trade and human rights abuses. As 

universities are at the centre of research and graduate prospects, we should be promoting the 

proliferation of weapons in the world as well as the security risk tied to selling British-made weapons 

to foreign governments. Politics should connect home and abroad where we implement our values 

within our universities as students with a right to voice their concerns to deals kept in the boardroom  

Mental health facilities are lacking, and universities needs to be named and shamed if they are not 

fulfilling their basic responsibilities for students. Too many people have had their tuition fees eagerly 

accepted but when crisis hits, we are pointed towards graduation – so many students are losing out 

on their potential.  


