
Minutes of the Student Council Meeting: 4th April 2019 
 

1. Welcome 
 
Deputy Chair opened the meeting, explained the remit of the council, voting procedures 
of council and thanked everyone for coming and announced we were not quorate at 
6:30pm. 

2. Apologies for Absence 
 
Saniya Rauf -International Officer 
Ethan Green -Council Chair  
 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
Approved as a true account of the previous meeting: 15 votes in favour, 0 against, 2 
abstentions  
 

4. Questions to the SU President 
 
Vice President of Harrow replaced President as Chair  
 
Spoke to their report available here. No questions were asked. 
 
Report was unanimously passed: 18 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions  
 

5. Questions to the BAME Officer 
 
President returned as Chair of Student Council 
 
Gave oral report on her votes at NUS Black Students Conference. Organised event on 
gendered islamophobia, well attended with guest speakers as part of Women’s month. 
Attended meeting with University Director of Student Partnership with plans for next 
academic year. Informed Council she will be taking on a part-time paid research 
assistant role with the Centre Teaching and Innovation Office from May-June 2019.            
 
Q: Why was no written report submitted? 
A: Had been busy at conferences, doing academic work and participating in 

elections 
 
Q:  Why did you vote against the NUS Black Students Campaign name change to the 

BAME Students Campaign? 
A: BAME was an name put onto Black Students, not one which the community has 

chosen. Does not like the idea of marginalized ethnicities, as Black Students are the 
global majority. Doesn’t have the answer but thinks a better name can be found 
which students who identify from these backgrounds can own.  

 
Questions were closed. 
Report was passed: 15 votes in favour, 0 against, 3 abstentions  
 

6. Questions to the Disabilities Officer  



 
Spoke to their report available here 
 
Q: What are your plans for the next year? 
A:  Sports Team for Disabled Students and removing stigma around declaring 

disabilities  
 
Questions were closed 
 
Report was passed unanimously: 19 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions  
 

7. Point of Order 
 
VP Harrow advised council they had received a request for proxy voting via themselves 
from Student Media representative.  
 
Proxy was approved unanimously: 19 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions 
 
Chair declared student council was now quorate at 18:57pm                  
 

8. Policy Debate: Living Wage 
 
Proposal read proposal and stated reasons for motion 
 
Amendment proposed: to remove from Council Resolves 1 ‘£10.55 an hour’ 
 
Amendment passed: 18 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions  
 
VP Regent and LTS stated that after investigation into cost implications are increasing 
wage that the SU would have to loose 2 full-time staff members or 2 full-time sabbatical 
officers. SU are looking into enhancing employment skills to improve employability. 
 
Proposer argued that students would not want to work for the SU at a lower rate of pay. 
 
VP Harrow stated it would not be viable. 
 
Proposer stated that the proposal is for future consideration, not immediate changes. 
 
Motion passed: 18 votes in favour, 9 against, 0 abstentions  
 

9. Questions to the VP Cavendish  
 
Spoke to their report available here 
 
Q: What was the green dot experiment? 
A: VP Cavendish acted out a role play scenario with the support of President and VP 
Marylebone 
 
Q: What are the issues with personal tutoring 
A: Not trained well enough or do a satisfactory job in supporting wellbeing of students 
 



VP Harrow spoke on VP Cavendish’s actions in regards to personal tutoring and the work 
he had put into this. 
  
Q: Can there be a process in which once you have disclosed to one lecturer, you do 

not need to continue to disclose to other lecturers 
A: VP Cavendish offered to add this to their work 
 
Q:  International student expressed same concerns, an impact on their mental health 
A: VP Cavendish offered to add this to their work 
 
End of questions 
 
Report was passed unanimously: 17 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions  
 

10. Questions to the LGBTI Officer 
 
Deputy Chair informed Council that no report had been received, and so an automatic 
disapproval was granted. 
 
VP Regent and LTS spoke on their behalf that they had arranged an event 
 

11. Questions to the VP Harrow 
 
Spoke to their report available here. No questions were asked. 
 
Report was passed unanimously: 15 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions 
 

12. Policy Debate: Support for Trans Students 
 
Proposer spoke to proposal and gave background to its coming to council 
 
VP Regent and LTS advised council they had spoken to the 2019-2020 LGBTI Students 
Officer on the matter who agreed it was a great idea, and recommended adding /non-
binary to the role 
 
Amendment proposed to amend entire motion to add /non-binary to the role title 
 
Amendment unanimously passed: 17 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions  
 
Amendment proposed to amend Student Council Resolves 1 from ‘December 2019’ to 
‘next Spring 2020 Election Period’ 
 
Amendment unanimously passed: 17 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions  
 
Motion passed as amended: 17 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions  
 

13. Questions to the VP Marylebone 
 
Spoke to their report available here 
 
Q: Is it possible to have information screens specifically for SU 



A: Space for additional screens would be difficult, as well as the cost involved in 
putting the screens up 

 
Q: Can we re-design the social space with student paintings 
A: That is the plan, but work has currently been put on hold until students finish their 

busy project time 
 
Q:  Is it only open to architecture students? 
A: No, it is open to all. Architecture students had the initial idea, which is why primary 

focus has been on them 
 
Report unanimously passed, 13 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions 
 

14. Questions to the International Students Officer  
 
Chair explained the Officer had sent their apologies, and showed their pre-submitted 
report.  
 
Report was disapproved: 1 vote in favour, 3 against, 11 abstentions  
 
Point of Order raised as to what this means. SU Staff member explained due to two 
disapprovals of the International Officer, they would be removed from post. 
 
Chair asked Council to vote to hold this information in confidence until the SU had 
contacted the Officer -approved unanimously: 13 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions  
 

15. Questions to the Women’s Officer 
 
Chair explained the Officer had not submitted a report, and thus it would get 
automatically disapproved. 
 

16. Questions to the VP Regent and LTS 
 
Spoke to their report available here. No questions were asked. 
 
Report unanimously approved: 13 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions  
 

17. Election of 2019-2020 Student Council Chair 
 
Deputy Chair opened for nominations to the floor. Chair noted Ethan Green’s previous 
nomination via email. Jordan Blanchard also nominated themselves.  
 
2 minute speech by each candidate. Ethan Green’s pre-submitted speech was read by 
Deputy Chair 
 
Ethan Green received 4 votes, Jordan Blanchard received 7 votes, Re-Open Nominations 
received 2 votes. Jordan Blanchard duly elected 2019-2020 student council chair. 
 
Chair asked Council to vote to hold this information in confidence until the SU had 
contacted Ethan Green -approved unanimously: 13 votes in favour, 0 against, 0 
abstentions  
 


