
This is the trustee board of the University and its most senior decision-making body. Everything goes 

through Council and its sub-committees



Jargon & acronym buster  

Quality assurance: the maintenance of a desired level of quality in students’ education, especially by 

means of attention to every stage of the process of delivery or production. 

Task and finish group 

Working group 

Steering group 

OfS – Office For Students  

Access Participation Plan 

WP students 

NUS – National Union of Students  

UUK – University U 

Endowment fund 

Attainment Gap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Types of committees:  

Board: a group of people who jointly supervise the activities of the university, often including 

external members. 

Committee: appointed internally by the university, usually university staff, for a specific function. A 

committee may report to a higher body or may be given delegated authority to make decisions. 

Steering/Strategy Group: decides on the priorities and direction of an area of the university and 

manages the general course of its operations. 

Working Group: to study and report on a particular question that the university has and makes 

recommendations to the university based on its findings. 

Task and Finish Group: a sub group of larger project group that specifically looks at one item that 

needs to be delivered, the 'Task'. Once that area of work has been completed, the group disbands, 

the 'Finish.' The work is then assimilated back into the larger project group. 

Panel: a small group of people brought together to investigate or decide on a single matter. 

 

Organisations: (alphabetical) 

NUS: National Union of students exists to give a national voice to students and today it 

represents about seven million students across the UK. 

The Office for Students (OfS): the independent regulator of higher education in England. They aim 

to ensure that every student, whatever their background, has a fulfilling experience of higher 

education that enriches their lives and careers.  

Universities UK (UUK): Universities UK is the representative organisation for the UK's universities. 

Founded in 1918 their mission is to be the voice of universities in the UK. 

Visas and Immigration (UKVI): Part of the government Home Office, UK Visas and Immigration is 

responsible for making decisions about who has the right to visit or stay in the country. 

Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool University (XJTLU): formed in partnership between the University of 

Liverpool and Xi'an Jiaotong University located in the city of Suzhou, China 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-visas-and-immigration


Definitions: (alphabetical) 

Attainment Gap: a learning and opportunity gap, including a disparity in academic performance and 

educational attainment, between different groups of students, such as white students and BAME.  

Access Participation Plan: These plans set out how higher education providers will improve equality 

of opportunity for underrepresented groups to access, succeed in and progress from higher 

education. The plans are monitored by the OfS.  

Endowment fund: Endowments represent money or other financial assets that are donated to 

Universities to be invested in order to grow and provide additional income for future spending. The 

fund represents the invested capital that can be utilised by the University.  

Quality Assurance: the maintenance of a desired level of quality in students’ education, especially by 

means of attention to every stage of the process of delivery or production. 

Student Experience: a term that encompasses all aspects of student living, from academic studies to 

social interactions and campus life. 

Widening Participation: university outreach work and initiatives to increase social mobility, by 

supporting students from under-represented groups, in entering and participating in university life. 

At the University of Liverpool, this includes students from: 

 low participation neighbourhoods  

 disadvantaged and low income backgrounds  

 targeted cohorts such as looked after children/care leavers, disabled students, young 

adult carers, estranged students, adult learners, asylum seeking and refugee students and 

students from ethnic minority backgrounds  

 


