
2019 Assembly media observer  

 

Report on the big decisions being made at Assembly as Durham SU’s new media 

observer. 

 

Assembly is a body of student representatives that shapes the direction of Durham 

SU. It’s important that all students in Durham can find out what happens at each 

Assembly meeting, which is why we’ve decided to hire a media observer. 

 

The Assembly media observer will attend all five Assembly meetings across 2019-20, 

observing the action and providing a written article for the benefit of all students to be 

published on the Students’ Union website. They will gain experience of reporting on 

politics, working to deadlines, and distilling complex information for a wider audience. 

 

The media observer will make sure students can find out how their Officers are being 

held to account, what decisions are made at Assembly, and how these may affect 

students in Durham. They will write in a clear, concise, accessible way to ensure all 

students can understand what happens at Assembly. 

 

SU staff members will be available to provide relevant training and advice to assist 

the media observer’s work. 

 

For more information about Assembly visit here: 

https://www.durhamsu.com/voice/assembly 

 

Payment for content 

 

The SU offer a per-piece rate of pay for each Assembly article. This will be £40 per 

Assembly meeting for:  

 

 Attendance at the Assembly meeting 

 A 600-word article to follow within five days of each Assembly 

 Any edits required to the content within reasonable time 

 

Please feel free to explore different mediums and approaches.  

 

Other obligations  

 

In addition, we would expect the media observer to meet with a Durham SU staff 

member prior to the first Assembly to be briefed on requirements for the role. 

 

Eligibility  

 

You must be a member of the Students’ Union and cannot be a voting member of 

Assembly. We are particularly interested in hiring someone who is already a member 

of a student media group, but this is not an essential requirement. 

https://www.durhamsu.com/voice/assembly


 

If you have a conflict of interest for a particular Assembly meeting, you will be 

expected to notify an SU staff member in advance to ensure sufficient time to seek a 

replacement. 

 

Applying  

 

To be considered for this project, please provide a brief outline (less than 500 words) 

addressing: 

 

 Why you’re interested in the role 

 How you would try to make your articles clear and engaging to a wider student 

audience 

 Your relevant experience 

 Any previous involvement with Durham SU or NUS (this would include 

covering Assembly or Officer elections for your media group etc.)  

 

Before applying please ensure you are free and able to attend each Assembly 

meeting in 2019-20. These will be held 18:30-20:30 on 7 November, 3 December, 6 

February, 12 March, and 18 June. 

 

Please send your application to eleanor.m.scorah@durham.ac.uk no later than 

midnight 3 November. Please put “Assembly Media Observer Application” in the 

subject line of your email.   


