
 Conservative & 
Unionist Party  

Green Party Labour Party Liberal 
Democrats 

Brexit Party  

An end to Brexit for the public good  

Hold a People's Vote on any 

Brexit deal agreed by the UK 

Parliament 

     

Brexit deal leaving 

EU in January. 

People’s vote with 

remain on ballot. 

People’s vote with 

remain on ballot. 

People’s vote 

with remain on 

ballot. 

No deal Brexit 

preferred. 

Guarantee EU funding which 

supports access to further 

education will be replaced in 
the event of Brexit 

    NOT MENTIONED 

National Skills Fund 

or Prosperity fund 

might replace: 
unclear at this 

point. 

No replacement 

funding detailed if 

Brexit continues, 
but accessible 

funding for further 
education 

mentioned. 

Continued 

participation in 

funding 
programmes but 

further education 
support not 

specified. 

No loss of 

funding if Brexit 

revoked, but no 
like for like 

replacement if 
Brexit goes 

ahead. Additional 

funding for skills 
proposed.  

No detailing of 

replacement 

funding. 

Guarantee EU funding which 
supported research in higher 

education will be replaced in 

the event of Brexit 

 NOT MENTIONED   Not mentioned 

Horizon funding 
collaboration to 

continue. 

No replacement 
funding detailed if 

Brexit continues. 

Continued 
participation in 

funding 

programmes and 
scientific research 

specified. 

No loss of 
funding if Brexit 

revoked, but no 

like for like 
replacement if 

Brexit goes 
ahead. Additional 

funding for 

research and 
development 

proposed. 

No detailing of 
replacement 

funding. 



Protect inward and outward 
student mobility post-Brexit, 

including participation in 
Erasmus+ or any successor 

schemes and cross-border 

study on the island of Ireland 

     

Outward student 
mobility not 

discussed. Cross-
border study on the 

island of Ireland not 

discussed in the 
manifesto but is 

maintained via the 

dual function of the 
deal and the 

common travel 
area. Under the 

deal there is no 

hard border on the 
island of Ireland the 

CTA rights function 
to allow cross-

border study. Under 

the deal, if 
continued consent 

to the customs 
arrangement for 

Northern Ireland is 

not given by the NI 
Assembly, border 

crossing rights may 

be party to 
negotiations again. 

The common travel 
area is subject to 

unilateral 

amendment by 

Freedom of 
movement 

enshrined as a 
principle of the 

EU, following 

continued 
membership of the 

EU. Erasmus not 

mentioned. Cross 
border study 

arrangements on 
the island of 

Ireland maintained 

in the event of 
continued 

membership of the 
EU, not detailed 

otherwise. 

Outward student 
mobility not 

discussed. Cross-
border study not 

explicitly discussed 

in the manifesto. 
However, there is 

an explicit 

commitment to 
close alignment 

with the single 
market and 

programmes 

available for EU 
members and 3rd 

countries as 
appropriate. The 

Common travel 

area provides for 
cross-border study 

rights, and with no 
possible border as a 

policy eventuality. 

Access to 
Erasmus 

continues if 
Brexit is 

revoked; no 

mention of what 
happens if Brexit 

continues around 

student mobility. 
Cross border 

study 
presumably 

continues in 

either a revoke 
or second 

referendum 
remain Brexit 

context; no 

discussion 
around approach 

to movement 
following a Brexit 

opened.  

No detail on 
student mobility. 

Cross-border 
study on the 

island of Ireland 

not detailed, 
however, a hard 

border would 

present practical 
challenges even if 

the common 
travel area was 

maintained. 



either government, 
although changing 

significant rights 
such as cross-

border study would 

likely prompt 
negotiation, 

politically.  

Create a fair immigration 
system for all migrants 

including international 
students, with an expedited 

legal guarantee of a post-study 

work visa lasting at least two 
years for international students 

     

Will allow students 
to ‘stay on to apply 

for jobs’ - no length 
of time specified, 

although the 

Graduate Route 
proposed (but not 

made policy) at the 
Home Office was 2 

years.  

Freedom of 
movement 

enshrined as a 
principle of the EU 

following 

continued 
membership. Post 

study work visas 
not detailed under 

either Brexit 

scenario. 

Post-study work 
visas not discussed 

in manifesto. 
However a fairer 

immigration system 

which enables the 
positive benefits of 

freedom of 
movement has 

been recognised 

and may relate to 
higher education 

post-study visa 
opportunities. 

Two year visa for 
student following 

graduation 
proposed. Scrap 

of hostile 

environment. 
Give visa policy 

to work and 
education 

departments and 

operate it at 
arms length. 

No detail 
regarding an 

immigration 
system and how 

it would apply to 

students, but a 
stated intend to 

reduce 
immigration. 

Ensure no hard border on the 

island of Ireland and protect 
the Good Friday agreement 

     

Commitment 
stated. A hard 

border is a 

possibility with the 
consent of the NI 

National Assembly 
regarding the NI 

customs 

arrangement. 

No details 
regarding a hard 

border in the 

event of Brexit. 

Commitment 
stated. Under the 

proposed approach 

to Brexit a customs 
union and 

alignment to the 
single market 

ensures no hard 

Commitment to 
peace in Norther 

Ireland is related 

to the revoke 
policy and the 

current status 
quo it would 

retain. 

Northern Ireland 
not mentioned in 

the document. A 

‘Clean-Break’ 
Brexit creates a 

border on the 
island of Ireland. 



border on the island 
of Ireland. 

Secure medical supplies from 

the risk of a no deal Brexit 

 NOT MENTIONED    

Not discussed. 

However, significant 
divergence and a 

customs border 
between the UK and 

EU a possibility 

under the deal 
proposed at the end 

of 2020. 

No details 

regarding medical 
supplies in the 

event of Brexit. 

No deal Brexit 

explicitly rejected, 
and no customs 

divergence and 
close single market 

alignment proposed 

as a minimum. As 
such, this risk is 

mitigated.  

Commitment to 

remaining part of 
EU would 

safeguard single 
market 

alignment and 

avoid this issue.  

Not discussed. A 

likelihood as 
recognised by 

government in 
the event of a 

sudden exit from 

EU regulatory 
regimes.  

An education system for the public good 

Work to develop a new post-16 

education system in England 
which is accessible, funded and 

lifelong 

     

Key policies include 

investing £2billion 
to upgrade the FE 

College estate, and 

a promise to 
‘consider’ the Augar 

Review. 

The Greens will 

raise the rate for 
funding for 16-17 

year olds, give 

sixth form colleges 
a capital 

expansion fund, 
fully fund higher 

education for all 

students and 
scrap 

undergraduate 

tuition fees, write 
off student debt 

for all those who 
paid £9k fees and 

As part of the 

National Education 
Service, Labour will 

bring back EMA, 

improve the post-
16 funding base 

rate, give everyone 
a free lifelong 

entitlement to Level 

3 qualifications and 
six years training at 

Level 4 – 6 

(undergraduate). 
They will restore 

ESOL funding 

The Lib Dems 

promise an extra 
£1bn for FE, 

Young People’s 

Premium for 
disadvantaged 

people in 
education aged 

16 – 18. They 

will establish a 
review of HE 

finance to 

consider reforms 
and establish a 

Skills Wallet of 
£10,000 to 

spend on 

The Brexit Party 

will abolish 
student loan 

interest, which 

has been shown 
to only benefit 

the highest 
earners. 

https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/BN221.pdf
https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/BN221.pdf
https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/BN221.pdf


increase the Adult 
Education Budget. 

approved 
training courses. 

Move from a marketised 
approach to education to one 

where cooperation, partnership 
and collaboration are central 

NOT MENTIONED 
 

   NOT 
MENTIONED 

The manifesto says 
nothing about 

market regulation 
except taking steps 

to continue tackling 

grade inflation. 

They do not say 
anything about 

regulation, but 
promising to scrap 

tuition fees is a 

start. 

Labour have 
pledged to end 

marketisation. They 
will turn OfS into 

part of the National 

Education Service 
and ask it to 

regulate in the 

public interest. 
They will also 

redevelop the 
funding formula so 

that all institutions 

have adequate 
funding and 

casualisation is 
ended. 

They promise to 
strengthen the 

Office for 
Students, which 

is likely to 

further 
marketisation. 

They haven’t said 
anything about 

fees or 
regulation. 

Restore maintenance grants 

across further and higher 
education 

NOT MENTIONED 

 

   NOT 

MENTIONED 
 

There is no 
commitment on 

funding students, 

save considering 
Augar ‘carefully’. 

Commitment to 
introduce UBI of 

£89pw “regardless 

of employment 
status” which 

would amount to 

same thing 

Labour have 
committed to bring 

back maintenance 

grants. 

They will 
reinstate 

maintenance 

grants for the 
poorest students. 

They haven’t said 
anything about 

maintenance 

grants. 



Improve apprentice and 
student rights and protections 

NOT MENTIONED 
 

NOT 
MENTIONED 

 

NOT MENTIONED 
 

NOT 
MENTIONED 

 

NOT 
MENTIONED 

 

There is no 

commitment for 

improved rights and 
protections. 

 

 
 

 
 

No mention of 

student and 

apprentice rights 

There is no mention 

of apprentice or 

student rights. 

While they 

mention 

expanding 
apprenticeships, 

there is no 

mention of rights 
and protections. 

They haven’t said 

anything about 

student rights 
and protections. 

Abolish the Prevent duty in 

further and higher education  

NOT MENTIONED 

 

   NOT 

MENTIONED 
 

There is no mention 
of Prevent in the 

manifesto. 

They will replace 
Prevent with 

community 

policing which 
engages BME 

communities and 
addresses 

concerns about 

the use of stop 
and search 

They will review the 
Prevent duty and 

consider 

alternatives 
including 

safeguarding 
programmes. 

There is no 
mention of the 

Prevent duty. A 

public health 
approach to 

violent crime is 
not linked to 

Prevent.  

There is no 
mention of 

Prevent.  

A healthy society for the public good  

Invest in the NHS to address 
the mental health crisis 

     

“Between 2018-
2023 we will raise 

funding for the NHS 
by 29%. By the end 

of the Parliament 

that will be more 

“Increase funding 
for the NHS by at 

least £6 billion per 
year each year, 

until 2030 (a 

4.5% increase on 

“We will increase 
expenditure across 

the health sector by 
an average 4.3% a 

year.  

  

“Raise £7 billion 
a year additional 

revenue which 
will be ring-

fenced to be 

spent only on 
NHS and social 

 No figures 
around 

investment in the 
NHS 

  

No mention of 
mental health 



than £650 million 
extra a week.” 

 
“We will treat 

mental health with 

the same urgency 
as physical health. 

We will legislate so 

that patients 
suffering from 

mental health 
conditions, 

including anxiety or 

depression, have 
greater control over 

their treatment and 
receive the dignity 

and respect they 

deserve.” 
 

the 2018/2019 
NHS Budget)” 

 
“Focus funding to 

enable major 

improvements to 
mental health care 

to truly put it on 

an equal footing 
with physical 

health care, and 
ensure that 

everyone who 

needs it can 
access evidence-

based mental 
health therapies 

within 28 days.  

 
We will ensure 

that tailored and 
specific provision 

is readily available 

for the particular 
needs of Lesbian, 

Gay Bisexual, 

Trans, Intersex, 
Queer and Asexual 

(LGBTIQA+) and 
Black Minority 

Ethnic (BME) 

communities, 
children and 

adolescents, and 
older people.” 

 

 

We will publish an 
infrastructure plan 

to return NHS 
England to the 

international 

average level of 
capital investment 

 

A Labour 
government will 

provide an 
additional £1.6 

billion a year to 

ensure new 
standards for 

mental health are 
enshrined in the 

NHS constitution 

ensuring access to 
treatments is on a 

par with that for 
physical health 

conditions. 

 
We will implement 

in full the 

recommendations 
set out in the 

independent review 
of the Mental Health 

Act, so that people 

are given choice, 
autonomy and the 

treatment they 
need. We will invest 

more in eating 

disorders services 

care services. 
This revenue will 

be generated 
from a 1p rise on 

the basic, higher 

and additional 
rates of Income 

Tax 

 
Also use £10 

billion of our 
capital fund to 

make necessary 

investments in 
equipment, 

hospitals, 
community, 

ambulance and 

mental health 
services 

buildings, to 
bring them into 

the 21st century” 

 
 



and ensure NICE 
guidelines on eating 

disorders are 
implemented. We 

will improve access 

to psychological 
therapies to ensure 

they deliver the 

quality care 
patients deserve. 

We will ensure 
provision of 24/7 

crisis services. 

 
Our £845 million 

plan for Healthy 
Young Minds will 

more than double 

the annual spending 
on children and 

adolescent mental 
health services. We 

will establish a 

network of open-
access mental 

health hubs to 

enable more 
children to access 

mental health and 
recruit almost 3,500 

qualified counsellors 

to guarantee every 
child access to 

school counsellors.” 



Tackle the spiralling costs of 
student accommodation and 

ensure rooms are accessible to 
all students 

    Not mentioned 

No mention of 
student 

accommodation 
 

The Renters’ 

Manifesto 
organisations 

(which NUS 

supports) do not 
believe they meet 

the commitments in 
the Renters’ 

manifesto. Whilst 

they have 
committed to 

ending no fault 
evictions it is 

unclear what 

further powers, 
they will give to 

landlords in return 
 

“We will bring in a 

Better Deal for 
Renters, including 

abolishing ‘no fault’ 

evictions and only 
requiring one 

‘lifetime’ deposit 
which moves with 

the tenant. This will 

create a fairer 
rental market: if 

No mention of 
student 

accommodation 
 

Transform the 

lives of renters, by 
increasing housing 

security and 

bringing rent 
levels down, 

especially in 
places where they 

currently far 

outstrip incomes. 
We will introduce 

rent controls on 
private tenancies, 

which reflect 

average local 
income rates and 

the cost of 
maintenance. We 

will also end no-

fault evictions and 
make it easier to 

set up community-

led housing 
initiatives and for 

private renters in 
Houses of Multiple 

Occupancy to buy 

and run their 

No mention of 
student 

accommodation 
 

We will take urgent 

action to protect 
private renters 

through rent 

controls, open-
ended tenancies, 

and new, binding 
minimum 

standards. Labour 

will stop runaway 
rents by capping 

them with inflation, 
and give cities 

powers to cap rents 

further. We will give 
renters the security 

they need to make 
 

their rented housing 

a home, with new 
open-ended 

tenancies to stop 

unfair, ‘no fault’ 
evictions. We will 

make sure every 
property is up to 

scratch with new 

minimum 
standards, enforced 

No mention of 
student 

accommodation 
 

Promote longer 

tenancies of 
three years or 

more with an 

inflation-linked 
annual rent 

increase built in, 
to give tenants 

security and limit 

rent hikes. 
 

 ● Improve 
protections 

against rogue 

landlords 
through 

mandatory 
licensing. 

 

● Help people 
who cannot 

afford a deposit 

by introducing a 
new Rent to Own 

model for social 
housing where 

rent payments 

give tenants an 
increasing stake 

No mention of 
student 

accommodation  
or renters 

 



you’re a tenant, you 
will be protected 

from revenge 
evictions and rogue 

landlords, and if 

you’re one of the 
many good 

landlords, we will 

strengthen your 
rights of 

possession” 

home as a housing 
co-op. 

through nationwide 
licensing and 

tougher sanctions 
for landlords who 

flout the rules. We 

will fund new 
renters’ unions in 

every part of the 

country – to allow 
renters to organise 

and defend their 
rights.  

We will get rid of 

the discriminatory 
rules that require 

landlords to check 
people’s 

immigration status 

or that allow them 
to exclude people 

on housing benefit. 

in the property, 
owning it 

outright after 30 
years. 

Ensure all those in post-16 

education can access 

healthcare – from an end to 
prescription charges on 

apprentices to abolishing the 

health surcharge levied on 
international students across 

the UK 

 Not mentioned   Not mentioned 

 

We will require new 

arrivals to 
contribute to the 

funding of the NHS 

and will increase 
the health 

surcharge to ensure 
it covers the full 

cost of use. 

 
 

 

No mention of 

prescriptions on 
health surcharge 

 

We will abolish 

prescription charges 
in England. 

 

No mention of 
health surcharge 

but manifesto does 
mention:  

  

This investment 
enables us to end 

patient charges 

Make 

prescriptions for 

people with 
chronic mental 

health conditions 

available for free 
on the NHS, as 

part of our 
commitment to 

review the entire 

schedule of 
exemptions for 

prescription 

 

No mention of 

either in 
manifesto 



  
We will guarantee 

universal healthcare 
by ensuring 

women’s and 

children’s health 
services are 

comprehensive, by 

protecting the 
rights of EU 

workers, other 
migrants and 

refugees and by 

ensuring all our 
services are made 

accessible to BAME, 
LGBT+ and disabled 

patients. 

charges, which 
has not been 

fully updated 
since 1968 and 

contains many 

anomalies. 
 

No mention of 

health surcharge 

Invest in healthcare students 
to ensure the future of the 

NHS workforce 

     

“50,000 more 
nurses, with 

students receiving a 
£5,000-£8,000 

annual maintenance 

grant every year 
during their course 

to help with their 

cost of living – and 
they won’t have to 

pay it back. 
Everyone will 

receive at least 

£5,000 with further 
funding in regions 

or disciplines that 
are struggling to 

£1 billion a year in 
nursing higher 

education, 
allowing for 

nursing bursaries 

to be reinstated. 
  

(it isn’t clear 

whether this 
would only be for 

nurses?) 
  

Fully fund every 

higher education 
student and scrap 

undergraduate 
tuition fees. 

We will introduce a 
training bursary for 

nurses, midwives 
and allied health 

professionals. 

  
Labour will end the 

failed free-market 

experiment in 
higher education, 

abolish tuition fees 
and bring back 

maintenance 

grants. 

Target extra help 
for nursing 

students, 
starting with 

bursaries for 

specialties where 
shortages are 

most acute such 

as mental health 
and learning 

disability 
nursing, linked to 

clinical 

placements in 
areas that are 

particularly 
under-staffed. 

Re-open the 
nursing and 

midwifery 
professions to 

recruitment 

without the 
degree 

requirement, 

alongside a new 
nursing 

qualification in 
social care. 



recruit – such as 
mental health – and 

help with their 
childcare costs.” 

 
Establish a 

review of higher 
education 

finance in the 

next parliament 
to consider any 

necessary 

reforms in the 
light of the latest 

evidence of the 
impact of the 

existing financing 

system on 
access, 

participation and 
quality 

 

Extend the provision of 
transition related healthcare 

services across the UK 

NOT MENTIONED   NOT MENTIONED NOT MENTIONED 

No mention in the 
manifesto 

Increase funding 
for areas of the 

NHS heavily relied 
on by Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual, 

Trans, Intersex, 
Queer and Asexual 

(LGBTIQA+) 

people, including 
trans healthcare, 

gender identity 
clinics, HIV 

treatment and 

mental health 
provision. 

 

Labour is 
committed to 

reforming the 
Gender Recognition 

Act 2004 to 

introduce self-
declaration for 

transgender people 

  
Put LGBT+ equality 

at the heart of 
government, 

ensuring our public 

services are LGBT+ 
inclusive and 

delivering on the 

Address 
continuing 

inequalities in 
health services 

access faced by 

same-sex 
couples, and 

continue to 

improve LGBT+ 
healthcare 

overall. 
 

Review on the 

basis of evidence 
any unscientifc 

and 
discriminatory 

No mention of the 
issue in the 

manifesto 



Update the Gender 
Recognition Act to 

allow trans youth 
and non-binary 

people to get legal 

recognition 
through self-

declaration. 

national LGBT 
Action Plan. 

 
Fully fund sexual 

health services and 

roll out PrEP 
medication.  

practices aimed 
solely at LGBT+ 

people, such as 
around blood 

donations. 

Protect the integrity of our 
democracy and ensure that 

politics is accessible to all 
students 

    Not mentioned 

We will protect the 
integrity of our 

democracy, by 
introducing 

identification to 

vote at polling 
stations 

  
We will maintain 

the voting age at 18 

– the age at which 
one gains full 

citizenship rights 

No explicit 
mention of voter 

registration  
 

Give 16- and 17-

year-olds the right 
to vote and have a 

say on their 
future. We will 

also allow people 

to stand for 
Parliament and all 

other elected 
offices from the 

age of 16, offering 

support to elected 
young people so 

that they can 

combine their 
duties with 

studying. We are 
proud to march 

with the inspiring 

Youth Strike 
activists against 

climate chaos and 
know the passion 

We will oversee the 
largest extension of 

the franchise in 
generations, 

reducing the voting 

age to 16, giving 
full voting rights to 

all UK residents, 
making sure 

everyone who is 

entitled to vote can 
do so by 

introducing a 
system of automatic 

voter registration, 

and abandoning 
plans to introduce 

voter ID which has 

been shown to 
harm democratic 

rights. 

Give 16- and 17-
year olds the 

right to vote in 
elections and 

referendums 

  
Scrap the plans 

to require voters 
to bring 

identification 

with them to 
vote 

  
Introduce a legal 

requirement for 

local authorities 
to inform citizens 

of the steps they 

must take to be 
successfully 

registered with 
far greater 

efforts in 

particular to 
register under-

represented 
groups; and 

No mention 



and wisdom young 
people can inject 

into our policies. 

ensure that the 
UK has an 

automatic 
system of 

inclusion in 

elections. 

Take urgent action on the 

climate crisis 

     

 

 

1. No climate 
education 

2. No votes at 
16 or PR 

3. Zero carbon 

by 2050 
4. No green 

new deal 
and limited 

investment 

5. Minimal 
restrictions 

on aviation 
emissions 

6. No onshore 

renewables 
7. No absolute 

ban on 

fracking 
8. Light touch 

environment 
act 

9. Limited 

investment 
in home 

insulation 
 

 

 

1. Environme
ntal 

education 
in 

curriculum 

2. Votes at 16 
and PR 

3. Net zero 
2030  

4. Green New 

Deal with 
large 

investment 
5. Onshore 

renewables 

6. Strong 
environme

nt 

legislation 
7. Mass home 

insulation 
8. substantial 

levels of 

regulation 
on aviation 

9. Ban on 
fracking 

 

1. Environment

al education 
in curriculum 

2. Votes at 16 
but no PR 

3. Net zero 

2030 
4. Green New 

Deal with 
large 

investment 

5. Onshore 
renewables 

6. Strong 
environment 

legislation 

7. Mass home 
insulation 

8. Uncertain 

levels of 
regulation on 

aviation 
9. Ban on 

fracking 

 

 

1. ‘curriculu

m for life 
including 

climate  
2. Votes at 

16 and PR 

3. Net zero 
2045 

4. Modest 
green 

investmen

t but no 
Green 

new deal 
5. “removing 

the 

Conservat
ives’ 

restriction

s on solar 
and wind” 

6. Decent  
environm

ent 

legislation 
7. Some 

home 
insultation 

 

1. Invest in 

the 
Environme

nt: in 
addition to 

planting 

millions of 
trees to 

capture 
CO2 we 

will 

promote a 
global 

initiative 
at the UN. 

2. Recycle 

our own 
waste and 

make it 

illegal for 
it to be 

exported 
across the 

world to 

be burnt, 
buried or 

dumped at 
sea. 



 
 

 for 
poorest 

8. Regulatio
n of 

aviation 

emissions 
9. Ban on 

fracking 

 

 


