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What is Our Living Memory? 
The Union of Jewish Students, the National Union of Students and the Holocaust 

Educational Trust are delighted to be working together to provide this unique 

opportunity to extend Holocaust education and commemoration to as many students 

as we can in the United Kingdom and Ireland.  

We believe that we have a collective responsibility to remember all the victims of 

Nazi persecution, to educate and to learn from the past.   

Our Living Memory has two aims: 

1. To  students about the events during the period of 1933 and 1945 and 

 all those who fell at the hands of the Nazis 

2. To  students’ unions and societies to put on events for Holocaust 

Memorial Day, which will include a commemoration of the victims of the 

Holocaust, Nazi persecution and subsequent genocides. Our Living Memory 

as a campaign wishes to unite the student world over an issue that changed 

the course of history.  

The purpose of this resource guide is to help you learn about and remember the 

events that occurred in 20th century Europe, and how you can commemorate those 

who were persecuted by the Nazis. 
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Who are we? 

 

Union of Jewish Students: UJS is the peer-led 

voice of over 8,500 Jewish students, leading, 

defending and enriching Jewish life on 

campus. UJS supports over 60 Jewish 

Societies, with students from across all 

religious and political spectrums. 

 

 

National Union of Students: NUS is a 

confederation of 600 students’ unions, 

representing the interests of more than 7 

million students. They promote, defend 

and extend the rights of students and 

develop and champion strong students’ 

unions.  

 

 

Holocaust Educational Trust: The Trust’s aim is to educate 

young people from every background about the Holocaust 

and the important lessons to be learned for today, working in 

schools, universities and in the community to raise awareness 

and understanding of the Holocaust.  
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Timeline of the Holocaust  

1933 

January: Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany 

March: Dachau concentration camp established 

April: First officially organised boycott of Jewish 

shops 

April: Jews and socialists removed from government 

employment 

1934 

June: ‘Night of the Long Knives’ – Hitler murders 

Nazi and conservative opponents 

1935 

June: Existing laws against gay men tightened 

September: Nuremberg laws passed 

1937 

July: Research into ‘Gypsy nuisance’ conducted 

July: Buchenwald concentration camp established 

1938 

March: Antisemitic laws applied in Austria 

June: ‘Gypsy clean-up week’ 

October: 15-17,000 Polish Jews expelled from Germany 

November: Kristallnacht occurs throughout Germany 

1939 

March: Jewish forced labour permitted 

September: Germany invades Poland, Britain declares 

war on Germany  

November: Polish Jews marked with Star of David 

1940 

February: Lodz Ghetto created 

Adolf Hitler speaking in 1939 

The  were two 

anti-Jewish laws which provided 

the basis for removing Jews from all 

spheres of German life. 

 

 or the ‘Night of 

Broken Glass’ was a nationwide 

pogrom organised by the Nazis in 

which Jewish businesses and home 

were attacked and looted, 

synagogues burned, and 91 people 

killed 



6 
 

May: Auschwitz established as a concentration camp 

November: Warsaw Ghetto sealed 

1941 

March: Krakow Ghetto established 

June: Germany invades the USSR 

September: First gassing experiments in Auschwitz on Soviet prisoners of war 

October: Construction of Birkenau concentration camp begins 

December: Gassings begin at Chelmno extermination camp 

December: Germany declares war on the USA 

1942 

January: Wannsee Conference organises ‘Final Solution’ 

February: First gassing of Jews at Auschwitz concentration camp (at this point, 

Auschwitz became a combination concentration and extermination camp) 

July: Killings begin at Treblinka extermination camp 

December: Order for the deportation of German Roma to Auschwitz-Birkenau 

1943 

February: First group of Roma arrive in Auschwitz-Birkenau 

April: Warsaw Ghetto uprising 

1944 

March: Germany occupies Hungary 

August: Anne Frank arrested 

Autumn: Death marches begin 

1945 

January: Auschwitz liberated 

April: Bergen-Belsen liberation by 

the British 

April: Hitler commits suicide 

May: Germany surrenders to the 

Allies 

November: Nuremberg trials begin 

A street in the Warsaw ghetto 
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Map: Death Toll of Jewish Victims in Europe 
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1 https://holokauston.wordpress.com/category/maps-and-images/569 
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Map: Major Camps in Europe       
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Map: Layout of Auschwitz II (Birkenau) Extermination 

Camp  
2 

 

 

Krematorium (Crematorium): Buildings containing gas chambers and furnaces 

Barracks: The blocks were overcrowded, and prisoners lived in poor sanitary 

conditions. Although built to hold around 700 prisoners, in reality there could be 

1,200 living in one block.3 

Sauna: Contained small gas chambers, used to exterminate vermin in the clothes of 

new arrivals.  

Pond: Where ashes of tens of thousands of people left 

Little Wood: Where people awaited gassing 

 
2 http://remember.org/camps/birkenau 

3 http://auschwitz.org/en/history/life-in-the-camp/ 
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Why Remember the Holocaust? 
 

“[The Holocaust was] so mind-boggling that the temptations to forget and to repress, 

to just put it out of mind, are very real.” 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Leighton of the Institute for Christian and Jewish Studies 

  

“We must be listened to: above and beyond our personal experience, we have 

collectively witnessed a fundamental unexpected event, fundamental precisely 

because unexpected, not foreseen by anyone. It happened, therefore it can happen 

again: this is the core of what we have to say. It can happen, and it can happen 

everywhere.” 

Primo Levi, Italian Holocaust survivor 

  

The Holocaust has left an indelible mark on our collective psyche. Its effects are not 

limited to the Jewish community. They transgress cultural and religious boundaries. 

The Holocaust was something so horrific that 75 years after the liberation of 

Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, we take time each year to mourn and to 

remember.  

2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau 

Concentration Camp by Soviet Forces on 27 January 1945 and Bergen-Belsen 

concentration camp being liberated by British Forces on 15 April 1945. This is a 

significant milestone made particularly poignant by the dwindling numbers of 

survivors who are able to share their anniversary. Thus, we need to ensure that their 

testimonies continue to live on, and the Holocaust is never forgotten, showing the 

importance of Holocaust Memorial Day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

About the Holocaust  
  

“Never shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, that turned my lie into one 

long night seven times sealed. 

Never shall I forget that smoke. 

Never shall I forget the small faces on the children whose bodies I saw transformed 

into smoke under a silent sky. 

Never shall I forget those flames that consumed my faith forever. 

Never shall I forget those moments that murdered my God and my soul and turned 

my dreams to ashes. 

Never shall I forget those things, even were I condemned to live as long as God 

Himself.” 

Elie Wiesel, Romanian Holocaust survivor and Nobel laureate  

  

Background 

The Holocaust (or Shoah – שואה– in Hebrew) was the systematic, state-sponsored 

persecution and murder of Jews. It occurred in Nazi Germany, Nazi-occupied 

territories across Europe and in territories held by the Axis Powers, allied with 

Germany. 

The genocidal ‘Final Solution’4 plan was devised between late 1941 and early 1942, 

but Nazi persecution predates this. It began as early as 1933 when the National 

Socialist German Workers' (Nazi) Party won the 1933 Federal Election in Germany. 

Within two years they had introduced the Nuremberg Laws; other laws that 

restricted the rights of Jews and other minorities followed, but systematic murder 

did not begin until the German invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941. Genocide 

continued until 1945, by which time the Nazis and their allies had murdered six million 

Jews: almost two out of every three European Jews, of which 1.5 million were 

children.  

 

 

 

 
4 The Nazi euphemism for the plan to murder all European Jews. 
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Definitions 
 

Antisemitism 

In 2016, the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance adopted a working 

definition of antisemitism, as a response to the rising number of antisemitic incidents. 

This definition has been adopted by the Union of Jewish Students, the National Union 

of Students and the UK government. For more information see 

www.holocaustremembrance.com  

“Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred 

toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed 

toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish 

community institutions and religious facilities.” 

 

Aryan 

Term originally applied to speakers of 

Indo-European languages. The Nazis and 

other racists used it to describe people of 

white European origin, especially northern 

Europeans. The Nazis saw the Aryan race 

as being superior to others, and they used 

physical identifiers such as blonde hair and 

blue eyes as identifiers of Aryans.  

 

Ghetto 

Otherwise known as “Jewish Residential Quarters”.5 The first Nazi ghetto was 

created in Poland in Piotrków Trybunalski in October 1939. More ghettos were 

established in 1940 although widespread ghettoisation only began in 1941. Ghettos 

were also created in the Soviet Union from late 1941 onwards, usually for Jews of 

working age who had survived the Einsatzgruppen6 massacres. Many, though not all, 

ghettos were ‘closed’: i.e., surrounded by walls with exit forbidden. Ghettos were 

characterised by overcrowding, hunger, disease and exploitation for slave labour. 

All, except the unique ghetto of Terezín, were eventually liquidated with the Jews 

deported to extermination camps or shot.  

 
5 https://www.ushmm.org/outreach/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007706# 

6 Nazi mobile killing squads 

A Jewish child works in the Kaunas Ghetto 

http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/
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Concentration camp 

Prison camp in which inmates were forced to undertake hard labour. The first Nazi 

concentration camps, with the exception of Dachau (created March 1933), were 

generally small and temporary. From 1936 onwards, larger camps such as 

Sachsenhausen (1936), Buchenwald (1937) and Mauthausen (1938) were established. 

The German SS (Schutzstaffel or Protection Squad) had discretionary authority to 

determine who could be incarcerated in a concentration camp. Thus, only the 

centralised SS and police authorities could legitimately assess who was a danger to 

the German ‘race’. People would frequently be sent to a concentration camp on the 

justification of racial inferiority but this was often motivated by social prejudice such 

as discrimination against Gypsies and homosexuals. Moreover, as many of the camps 

existed outside of the German justice jurisdiction, camp guards could kill prisoners 

without any justification or judicial oversight. 

The concentration camps provided a free source of labour at the disposal of the 

German authorities. The labour force was required to produce construction materials 

to be used on SS-managed projects, including the creation and the expansion of 

existing camps. This labour force could also be sent to private firms to assist in the 

production of commodities, a service for which the SS would be compensated.  

 

Death camp 

Four killing centres were established in German-occupied Poland solely for the 

murder of Jews: Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka and Chelmno. Also referred to as death 

camps or extermination camps, these killing centres were different from 

concentration camps, which had the  primary purpose of detention and slave labour.  

In addition, the already existing Auschwitz-Birkenau (Poland) concentration camp 

became an extermination camp in 1942. Himmler (the head of the German SS) 

decided that Auschwitz-Birkenau would be the ‘final’ destination for Europe’s Jews. 

Comprising both a concentration camp for slave labour and a killing centre, 

Auschwitz-Birkenau quickly became the heart of the German murder machine. 

Upon arrival, prisoners were either sent directly to their deaths, or to the camp for a 

life of forced labour. Many of those selected for forced labour would die within three 

months of arrival at Auschwitz. At least 865,000 Jews were killed immediately upon 

arrival. The Nazis used Zyklon-B gas (a prussic acid which quickly causes death by 

preventing energy production in cells). In spring 1944, over 6,000 Jews were gassed 

each day and by November, more than a million Jews had been murdered as well as 

tens of thousands of Roma, Poles, and Soviet Prisoners of War (POWs). During the 



14 
 

operation of Auschwitz and other killing centres, the German SS murdered more than 

2.5 million Jews by asphyxiation with poison gas or by shootings. 

 

The Kindertransport  

The Kindertransport, which translates to “children’s transport” was an organised 

effort to save young children from persecution. The Kindertransport took place 

during the nine months prior to the outbreak of the Second World War. The UK took 

in nearly 10,000 children from Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland and the 

Free city of Danzig. These children had to flee their home country due to the Nazi 

Regime increasing in power, making it unsafe for children of Jewish heritage to stay. 

The World Jewish Relief, which was then called the Central British Fund for German 

Jewry, was established in 1933 to support the needs of Jews in Germany and Austria. 

Records for many of the children who arrived in the UK through the Kindertransport 

are maintained by The World Jewish Relief. Sir Nicholas George Winton MBE was a 

key figure in the execution of the Kindertransport programme. Sir Nicholas Winton 

organised the rescue of 669 children from Czechoslovakia, ensuring they escaped 

Nazi persecution, and had a safe passage to Britain. One of the children saved by Sir 

Nicholas Winton, was Lord Alfred Dubs. Lord Dubs arrived in the UK at age 6, and 

has lived in London since. He went on to pursue a career in UK Parliament. Lord Dubs 

has since dedicated his time and efforts to ensure other children have a safe place in 

Britain. In 2016, Dubs sponsored an amendment to the Immigration act. This is known 

as the Dubs amendment, which requires the government to support and welcome in 

unaccompanied child refugees to Britain. 

 

The Sonderkommando 

Jewish prisoners were required to move the bodies of murdered victims from the gas 

chambers to the crematoria for disposal. Known as the Sonderkommando (Special 

Detachments), these groups were chosen from the incoming transports of Jews to 

the killing centres. In Auschwitz-Birkenau, the Sonderkommando helped facilitate 

the overwhelming number of daily murders. Due to their proximity to these atrocities 

and the secret nature of the killing centres, the Sonderkommando would be 

periodically murdered and replaced with other Jewish arrivals to the camps.  
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The Mobile Killing Squads 

In 1941, the German SS, under Heinrich Himmler, created mobile killing squads 

known as Einsatzgruppen. Victims of the Einsatzgruppen included Jews, Roma and 

members of the Soviet Communist Party. Most victims were shot, although from late 

1941, these killing squads also deployed gas vans with exhaust pipes which were 

redirected to their rear compartments. With the support of the Wehrmacht (the 

German Army) and the Waffen-SS (the armed wing of the SS), the Einsatzgruppen 

murdered more than a million Jews and hundreds of thousands of others. 

 

The Death Marches 

By the summer of 1944, Soviet forces 

had advanced into German-occupied 

territory and seized control of the 

Lublin (Majdanek) concentration 

camp. Consequently, Himmler 

ordered that all remaining prisoners in 

German concentration camps should 

be evacuated. Most evacuations were 

done by train however by the winter of 

1944 the Allies7 had reached the 

German borders, forcing evacuations 

from the camps to be carried out by foot. Evacuations now depended on forced 

marches (Todesmarsche). Due to the severe exhaustion of the prisoners, many of 

them died as a result. This was further compounded by the cruel winter conditions 

in 1944-1945. The SS would kill anyone who collapsed or who could not keep pace 

with the rest of the march.  It is estimated that between 200,000 and 250,000 

concentration camp prisoners were murdered on forced marches; about a quarter of 

these prisoners were Jewish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7 The combined troops Britain, the United States and the USSR 

The Death Marches 
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Liberation of Nazi Camps 

Due to the rapid advances of the Allies in late 1944 and early 1945, the Germans 

rushed to remove any evidence of the existence and extent of the killing centres and 

concentration camps. Camp staff were ordered to demolish the crematoria and the 

gas chambers. Nonetheless, the Germans did not have time to fully remove all 

evidence of the killing centres. Consequently, many gas chambers remain today.  

On 27 January 1945, Soviet forces liberated Auschwitz. Despite many of the 

prisoners being forced on a death march westward, the Soviets found a few thousand 

emancipated prisoners. They also found large quantities of evidence that Auschwitz 

was the site of murder on an unimaginable scale, including hundreds of thousands of 

items of clothing and more than 6,300 kilograms of human hair (from shaving the 

prisoner’s hair).  

Those liberating the camps across Europe were confronted by the full horrors of the 

Holocaust. The Allied powers had the task of supporting the survivors, many of 

whom were too weak, from forced labour and malnutrition, to move. Disease was an 

ever-present problem in the camps and many of the buildings had to be burnt down 

to prevent the spread of diseases such as typhus.  

British forces liberated some concentration camps in Germany such as Bergen-

Belsen. They found around 60,000 prisoners alive. In the weeks following liberation, 

more than 10,000 died from malnutrition or diseases. 

The effects of the Holocaust are still felt by survivors today. Their experiences have 

impacted both their physical and mental health, and their wellbeing, further 

influencing their children and families.  

As this year marks the 75th Anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz and Bergen-

Belson concentration camps, it is incredibly important to remember the Holocaust 

and the trauma that it inflicted on millions of lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberation of the camps by the 

Allied troops 

Prisoners at Auschwitz 
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The Groups Targeted by Nazi Persecution 
Whilst the term ‘Holocaust’ refers specifically to the murder of Europe’s Jews, the 

Nazis and their collaborators persecuted and murdered many other different groups 

of people. It is important to recognise that each group was persecuted for different 

reasons, and their experiences differed from each other. The following list highlights 

some non-Jewish groups targeted by the Nazis, although it is not exhaustive. It is 

important to be accurate about the reasons for their persecution, understand their 

individual and group experiences, and not simply including them all under the 

blanket term ‘Holocaust victims’. 

 

Jewish people 

To the Nazis, the world was to be understood in terms of a constant struggle between 

different “races” distinguished by biology. Germans, like other “Nordic” people, were 

members of an “Aryan” race, which was superior to all others but threatened by 

“inferior” races. Chief among these supposedly 

“inferior” races were the Jews, who were regarded 

to be an inhuman species plotting to take over the 

world. Such views drew on a long history of 

religious intolerance throughout Christian Europe, 

as well as a number of pseudoscientific theories. 

Although the Nazis were the most enthusiastic 

promoters of this brand of antisemitism, others 

across Europe also shared some of their views.  

 

Black and mixed-race Germans 

More than 20,000 black or mixed-race people lived in interwar Germany. Most of 

them were descendants of inhabitants of Germany’s former colonies in Africa. The 

Nazis saw black Germans as racially inferior and were particularly worried that they 

would weaken the supposed ‘master race’ by having children with white Germans. 

The main targets of this racism were the so-called ‘Rhineland Bastards’. These were 

children born in the 1920s when western Germany had been occupied by the French 

army. Many of the soldiers were from France’s African colonies and some had 

relationships with German women; more than 600 children were born as a result. 

From 1937 onwards, around 400 of these children (by now teenagers) were forcibly 

sterilised. 

 

Jews were required to wear a 

yellow star under Nazi rule 
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Eastern European civilians 

Nazis believed that the Slavic people of Poland and the Soviet Union were racially 

inferior and that their lands represented Lebensraum (‘living space’) which Germany 

had the right to dominate. During the war, the Nazis developed plans to starve or 

deport tens of millions of citizens of these countries. Military setbacks prevented full 

implementation of these plans but around 4 million people in the Soviet Union 

starved to death. Hundreds of thousands of people in certain areas of Poland were 

deported from their homes in horrendous conditions to make way for German 

settlers. The Nazis also abducted 50,000 eastern European children who were 

considered capable of ‘Germanisation’ (e.g. those who had a German-sounding 

surname or blonde hair). In addition, civilians in Poland and the USSR were exploited 

economically, by forced labour. When these policies produced increasing resistance, 

the Nazis retaliated with brutal massacres of hundreds of thousands of civilians, 

especially in Poland and Belarus. Similar massacres were also carried out by the 

German army in Serbia. Had the Nazis won the war, the death toll would have been 

even higher. 

 

Homosexuals 

The Nazis believed homosexuality was a threat to the survival of the ‘master race’ 

because it meant that there were men who were not fathering children. Male 

homosexual acts were already illegal in Germany but the Nazis tightened the law 

further. Consequently, approximately 50,000 gay men in Germany were sent to 

prison or concentration camps. In the 

camps, they were marked out with a pink 

triangle and subjected to especially brutal 

treatment, sometimes from other 

prisoners. Some were also forced to 

undergo horrific medical procedures 

which were intended to ‘cure’ them of 

their homosexuality. Nazi policy, which 

only applied in Germany and Austria, fell 

short of deliberate murder but still caused 

the deaths of hundreds and possibly 

thousands of gay men.  

 

 

A memorial plaque to the homosexual men 

persecuted in Buchenwald concentration 

camp showing the pink triangle they were 
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Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Jehovah’s Witnesses are part of a religious group which originated in the USA. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses were persecuted due to their unwillingness to accept the 

authority of the state, their opposition to war and their international connections. As 

a result, several thousand, mostly from Germany, were sent to prison or 

concentration camps. Around 1,400 died in concentration camps as a result of the 

poor living conditions; a further 250 were executed for refusing to serve in the 

German army. However, there was 

no conscious policy to murder 

Jehovah’s Witnesses. Indeed, from 

1935, Jehovah’s Witnesses were 

routinely offered the chance to leave 

prison or concentration camps if they 

signed a document renouncing their 

faith: the majority refused to do so, 

and were therefore persecuted 

because of an act of faith, itself an act 

of resistance. 

 

People with disabilities 

The Nazis perceived Germans and Austrians with mental or physical disabilities as a 

threat to the nation’s racial ‘purity’. Less than six months after coming to power, they 

introduced a law for the compulsory sterilisation of people with illnesses considered 

hereditary. (Some American states and Sweden had similar laws at this time.) The 

Nazis went further in 1939 with the introduction of involuntary ‘euthanasia’. 

‘Euthanasia’ is a term normally used to describe a painless, voluntary death for the 

terminally ill. Under the Nazis, it denoted the state-sponsored murder of around 

200,000 disabled people, beginning with children. Once the war began, more than 

70,000 adults were gassed at six killing centres, mostly hospitals, in a programme 

known as T4. Although Hitler ordered an official end to T4 in the summer of 1941, 

killings continued by other means, chiefly deliberate starvation or lethal injections 

(methods already used on children.) The Nazis also murdered an unknown number 

of disabled people in Poland to free up hospitals for wounded soldiers during the 

war. Many of those involved in T4 and the murders of disabled people in Poland later 

served in the extermination camps. It is important to note that the murder of disabled 

people was only state policy in Germany and Austria, and later in parts of occupied 

Poland, not all areas of occupied Europe. 

The purple triangle worn by Jehovah’s 

Witnesses in the concentration camps 
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Polish elites and intellectuals 

Although the Nazis believed that the Poles were racially inferior, Hitler maintained 

relatively friendly relations with Poland for most of the 1930s. However, when Poland 

refused to give in to Germany’s increasingly aggressive territorial demands, Hitler 

decided to go to war. He believed that Poland’s leading social groups – such as the 

aristocracy, the church and intellectuals – were natural enemies of Germany and 

could lead resistance to Nazi Germany, so they became victims of a systematic 

campaign of terror which led to the execution of tens of thousands of people. Nazi 

terror particularly targeted the so-called intelligentsia (e.g. teachers, lawyers, 

writers). Auschwitz concentration camp was originally established in 1940 for the 

imprisonment of prominent or politically active Poles. The Nazi authorities in 

occupied Poland closed all universities and secondary schools to prevent the 

emergence of any future leadership class. 

 

Political opponents 

The Nazis aimed to bring all areas of public life in Germany under their control. Any 

individuals or groups who opposed them were therefore seen as enemies. Within 

months of Hitler coming to power in 1933, all other political parties were banned. 

Thousands of members of left-wing political movements (socialists, communists, and 

trade unionists) were arrested and sent to concentration camps. Most were released 

after a few months, but those who remained active after their release, were often 

rearrested in the late 1930s. During the war, tens of thousands of political opponents 

from occupied countries were 

arrested; they typically suffered much 

worse treatment than German 

prisoners. Increasing numbers of 

Germans – such as members of 

dissident youth movements and 

former allies of the Nazis, including 

some army officers and conservative 

politicians – were also arrested in the 

last years of the war, especially after 

the attempt to kill Hitler in the July 

Bomb Plot of 1944.  

 

 

Political prisoners in the concentration camps 

were forced to wear red triangles  
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Roma and Sinti 

The Roma and Sinti are Romani ethnic groups whose origins can arguably be traced 

to northern India. The term ‘Gypsies’ is often used to describe them but is widely 

considered to be pejorative. Although Romani are stereotypically seen as nomadic, 

many lived in settled communities. The Nazis regarded ‘Gypsies’ as racially inferior 

and a danger to ‘Aryan’ society because of their perceived failure to integrate. There 

was some variation from country to country, but around 220,000 Roma and Sinti 

were murdered by the Nazis. Most were killed in mass shootings whilst others were 

murdered in extermination camps such as Auschwitz-Birkenau and Chełmno. Many 

people refer to this genocide by the Romani term Porajmos (‘devouring’). However, 

this term is controversial and other Roma and Sinti tribes use different words to name 

the genocide. 
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Subsequent Genocides 
 

The UN defines genocide as having ‘the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a 

national, ethnic, racial or religious group.’ Since the end of the Holocaust, we have 

continually said ‘Never Again,’ yet sadly this has not happened, and subsequent 

genocides have occurred. On Holocaust Memorial Day, we can use the lessons of 

the past to educate ourselves for the future, remembering the victims of Nazi 

persecution and the genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. For more 

information on the genocides, see www.hmd.org.uk/page/holocaust-genocides  

1975-1979: Cambodia 

In 1975, the communist group Khmer Rouge seized power aiming to re-create the 

country, using the model of Mao’s China. Citizens, young, old, ill and disabled, were 

forced to leave their towns and cities, to work on collective farms. Ethnic minority 

groups were targeted, included ethnic Chinese, Vietnamese and Thai, as well as 

Cambodians with Chinese, Vietnamese or Thai ancestry. Religion was banned, and 

half the Cham Muslim population and 8,000 Christians were murdered. There were 

no political or civil rights, and any professional workers (such as lawyers, doctors or 

teachers) were murdered. It is estimated that over 2 million civilians died, from 

execution, disease, exhaustion and starvation. 

1994: Rwanda 

Decades of tensions between Hutus and Tutsis preceded the 1994 genocide in 

Rwanda. On 6th April, the Rwandan President’s plane was shot down and extremist 

Hutu leaders accused Tutsis of killing him. Hutu civilians were told that it was their 

duty to wipe out the Tutsis. Supported by the state and local officials, civilians 

predominantly used machetes and clubs to carry out the genocide. Approximately 1 

million Tutsis and moderate Hutus were murdered in 100 days.  

1995: Bosnia 

Bosnia declared independence in 1992, following the disintegration of Yugoslavia, an 

action that was resisted by the Bosnia Serb population who wanted to be part of 

‘Greater Serbia’. The Bosnian Serbs’ desire for political domination resulted in 

targeting ethnic groups, and exterminating them when necessary, to achieve their 

aims. In July 1995, they targeted the town of Srebenica. Women and children were 

deported, whilst men and boys remained. Approximately 8,000 Muslim men and 

boys over 13 were killed.  

 

http://www.hmd.org.uk/page/holocaust-genocides
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2003-present: Darfur 

Following decades of war, violence broke out in the Darfur region of Sudan in 2003 

between the Arab government and African rebel forces. The government unleashed 

militia to carry out attacks on villages and destroy communities, attacking from the 

air then burning villages, killing innocent civilians. The situation continues today, 

with estimates of between 200,000 and 400,000 civilians killed, and up to 2.5 million 

people still displaced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



24 
 

Planning a Holocaust Memorial Day Event 
 

On 27th January 2000, representatives from 46 governments around the world met 

in Stockholm to discuss Holocaust education, remembrance and research. All 

attendees signed a declaration committing to preserving the memory of those 

murdered in the Holocaust. In the UK, a statement of commitment was created after 

the Stockholm Declaration, pledging to remember all victims of Nazi persecution and 

subsequent genocides. This statement recognises that genocide, antisemitism, 

racism, xenophobia and discrimination continue, and we have a shared responsibility 

to fight them. Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) is the national day of commemoration 

for those who suffered at the hands of the Nazis and in subsequent genocides in 

Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. It occurs annually on 27th January, the 

anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz by the Soviets in 1945.  

Identifying what sort of event you would like to run to mark HMD is very important. 

You can run as many or as few as you want. We want you to really push the boat out, 

because no one person has the same meaning or connection to the Holocaust. As it 

is so personal, we want you to be as creative as possible, and this next section will 

explain the factors you should be aware of when creating your event. 

We’re here to help every step of the way, and if you have any questions, or even just 

want to bounce ideas off us, get in touch with Lauren (laurenl@ujs.org.uk)  

 

Why 

When organising an event, it is important you consider the reasons for doing so. 

HMD events should be sombre occasions but with the opportunity to deepen 

understanding and emphasise with the victims of the Holocaust. However, the form 

and content of your events are entirely up to you. As a result, the reasons for 

organising your HMD event may be different to others. When working with different 

groups on campus (see below for groups to contact), talk to the students to 

understand their reasons for commemoration. Involve them in your plans and 

implementation of your event to make sure that it is carried out respectfully and 

appropriately.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:laurenl@ujs.org.uk


25 
 

With whom 

The Holocaust transcends normal cultural and 

political boundaries. The Holocaust, in short, affects 

every one of us irrespective of our identity. Holocaust 

Memorial Day events on campus are usually 

organised by Jewish students due to their close and 

emotional connection to it. We want to encourage 

more students to get involved, and you can do this by 

working with different societies and interest groups 

on campus to highlight the fact that the Holocaust 

affects us all.  

 

Other societies to consider working with are: BME 

Network, Christian Union, Disabled Students 

Network, Eastern European Societies, German 

Society, History Society, Islamic Society, Jehovah's 

Witness Society, Jewish Society, LGBTQ+ Society/Network, Philosophy Society, 

Religion and Theology Society, Sociology Society, and more. 

 

When 

Events are planned, both locally and on a national scale, on 27th January, both in the 

UK and around the world. However, you should note that HMD events occur in the 

time leading up to and following 27th January, so don’t worry if you can’t hold your 

event on HMD itself. HMD events take place throughout the whole of January and 

even February. However, if possible you should try and organise your event for as 

close to 27th January as you can. 

Subsequently, you can also host speakers around Yom Hashoah, which is the internal 

Jewish communal day of commemoration for the Holocaust. This year it falls on the 

21st April. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Holocaust survivor speaks 

at a ceremony at York 

cathedral in 2016 
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Where 

Location is entirely dependent on the type of event you wish to organise as well as 

the facilities available on your campus. For example, if you want to organise a film 

screening you will need to find a large enough room with a projector, whereas for a 

memorial service you may wish to hold the event outside or in a large hall or theatre, 

and might want to use a microphone for readings. Make sure the room is also 

accessible to all students, for example by ensuring there is a lift if being held upstairs.  

 

Resources and Funding 

When planning your event, think about what resources you might need. Do you need 

technological equipment like a projector, microphone and speakers? If you’re 

running a memorial service, do you need candles or lanterns? 

The most powerful resources are words and images. Some poems and testimonies 

are included at the back of this guide, but there are many more out there that you 

can easily find online.  

For help with resources, contact the Holocaust Educational Trust at 

https://www.het.org.uk/  

  

https://www.het.org.uk/
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Evaluation 

After your event, it is always important to evaluate it. In order to improve in the 

following years, you need to know what went well, and what did not go according to 

plan. This will also be useful for those who organise the event next year, so they can 

see what to change or keep the same for the future, so clearly write up details about 

your event with ideas of how to improve it. 

 

Checklist 

When planning your event, you should try and keep this checklist in mind to ensure 

you have everything in place. 

□ When will your event be? – Try and hold it as close to HMD as possible 

□ Where will you have your event? 

□ Why are you doing your event – Have you spoken to different student societies? 

□ Have you secured funding for your event in time? 

□ Do you need any resources for your event and have you sourced them early 

enough? 

□ Have you signed up on the HMDT website and ordered an activity pack? 

□ Have you publicised and marketed your event? – If you are advertising it to the 

entire student body, make sure you do this in good time. If appropriate, take photos 

during the event as well. This could include a livestream. 

□ After the event, have you evaluated your event? 

L-R: Liron Velleman (UJS Campaigns Manager 2018-2019), Shakira Martin (NUS President), Mala Tribich 

(Holocaust survivor), Izzy Lenga (NUS VP Welfare 2018-2019) at the launch of Our Living Memory at NUS 

Zones Conference 2017 
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Hearing a Survivor’s Testimony 
Hearing a survivor’s story is a powerful and effective part of education by putting a 

human face to history. Every survivor has a unique story, and hearing an individual’s 

experience can help people to understand the atrocities that occurred. By sharing 

their testimonies, survivors help to ensure that the world never forgets what 

happened.  

 

Hosting a survivor on your campus 

By December, applying for speakers for 

Holocaust Memorial Day to come to 

campus is no longer possible as it can take 

a few months to organise to host a survivor 

on your campus. If you wish to host a 

Speaker for Yom HaShoah, which is the 

internal Jewish communal day of 

commemoration for the Holocaust, you 

should put in your requests as soon as 

possible. For help with coordinating a 

survivor visit, contact the Holocaust 

Educational Trust (HET): 

https://www.het.org.uk/education/outreach-programme   

 

Live webcast  

From 10am on Friday 24th January 2020, Susan Pollack MBE will be sharing her 

testimony live from a London school – and you can sign in to watch.  

HET’s survivor webcast marking Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 will feature Susan 

Pollack MBE who were share her remarkable story of survival. Susan was born in 

Hungary and survived Auschwitz-Birkenau and Bergen-Belsen before being liberated 

by British forces.  You will also have the opportunity to ask Susan online questions 

on the day, just as if she was there with you. To register your interest, please visit 

https://www.het.org.uk/survivor-testimony-webcast 

 

Holocaust Survivor Harry Spiro gives his 

testimony at Queen Mary University Students’ 

Union

https://www.het.org.uk/education/outreach-programme
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How to Run a Memorial Service 
A memorial service can be an excellent way of increasing awareness of Holocaust 

Memorial Day. Memorial services provide an opportunity for introspection and 

reflection on the Holocaust and its significance to individuals.  

 

Where and When to do your Memorial Service 

Memorial Services are generally held outdoors for a variety of reasons; the most 

important being health and safety requirements because of the candles, and make 

sure to check with your university if there are any rules regarding the use of candles. 

However, you should be prepared for bad weather and may want to consider holding 

the service inside, which could help to create an intimate environment for 

remembrance. 

On HMD, it usually gets dark around 18:00, however you will need to ensure that you 

choose a time when people are out of lectures so you can provide more people with 

the opportunity to attend.  

 

Candles 

Make sure you have enough candles for the number of anticipated attendees. White 

tea-lights work well for memorial 

services, but make sure you put them in 

something if being carried. The wind 

can be problematic if holding the event 

outside, so you may want to consider 

lanterns or electric candles. Don’t 

worry if they do blow out, as the reason 

behind the memorial service is to 

gather people and remember, the 

candles are simply a way of doing that.  

In Judaism, candles are lit to remember those who have passed away, and if working 

with the Jewish Society they may want to have a Yahrzeit (memorial) candle. The 

candle is believed to represent the soul of the departed which is never forgotten. The 

prayer said over this candle is called ‘Kaddish’ and is a praise and sanctification of 

God.   

  

Candles being lit at a York HMD event 
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Speakers and Readings 

When planning your memorial service, you should designate someone to speak and 

lead the event so as to ensure that the memorial service runs smoothly. This person 

should welcome everyone to the event as well as explaining the running order to your 

audience. If you choose to have more than one person do a reading, then this person 

can also introduce them. 

The options for external speakers is very broad. You can invite religious leaders (such 

as Rabbis, Priests or Imams), political leaders (including your local MP), faculty staff 

(for example your Vice Chancellor), or student leaders (such as the president of your 

students’ union or other sabbatical officers). Sometimes you can leave the content 

of the reading to the speaker themselves, other times you may wish to direct the 

discussion. Readings can include: 

• Informative topics, such as historical accounts or commentary; 

• Memorials and experiences, for example stories from Holocaust survivors; 

• Poetry or prose; and 

• Prayers, ensuring that they are read in English as well as any other language. 

 

Educational Room on Campus  

Renting a Room on Campus and hosting a place for people to learn about the 

Holocaust creates a space to commemorate, as well as a place for reflection and to 

ask questions. It is ideal that there are people present to facilitate discussion and 

education in the room. Within this, a charity pot could be collected to raise money 

for a charity of your choice that stands up against racism and prejudice.  

To help put this together, you can take different books out from your library to 

provide information and use resources from HET (https://www.het.org.uk/) and 

HMDT (https://www.hmd.org.uk/). You may also want to access some recordings, 

so people can listen to a speaker in the room, or a selection of pictures. As part of 

this you could have a book or a whiteboard, where people can write why they believe 

it is important to commemorate the Holocaust.  

There are many other things that you can add to create a powerful educational tool. 

Remember who your target audience is in the room as different people will want 

different information and material.  

Ensure that you have thought of all these aspects as well as the different information 

in this booklet before putting the room together. You must also take sensitivities into 

consideration when choosing imagery and text for the room, so please use trigger 

warnings if appropriate.  
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How to Put on a Film Screening 
Film screenings can provide a great opportunity to actively engage with the 

Holocaust as well as educating about its contemporary relevance. You can simply 

show the film and allow people to contemplate themselves after, or, depending on 

the size of your group, you can open it up to discussion following the screening.  

 

Choosing your film 

Each film about the Holocaust raises different questions and focuses on vastly 

different elements of the Holocaust itself. Schindler’s List, for example, centres on 

the work of one man in saving 1,200 Jews from Nazi persecution and death.  

Your choice of film will depend on your preference as well as your intended 

audience. If you wish to organise a film screening for history students, you may wish 

to use a more analytical rather than descriptive film. Either way, you will need to 

think about your audience when choosing the film. Additionally, some films are 

sometimes overplayed and you may wish to consider using a film that some people 

have not seen before or perhaps centres on more contemporary discussions of the 

Holocaust. 

 

Check your university library to see if they have copies of the films, but they can all 

be easily found online.  

 

 

 

Students at Bristol watch ‘Surviving the Holocaust: Freddie Knoller’s War’ 
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List of films to use 

Below is a list of films which you may wish to use for your film screening, along with 

a brief synopsis and the running time of the film so you can choose which will best 

suit your event. 

 

Jewish brothers in Nazi-occupied Eastern Europe escape into the 

Belarussian forests, where they join Russian resistance fighters and 

endeavour to build a village in order to protect themselves and about 1,000 

Jewish non-combatants. (137 minutes) 

Acclaimed writer and historian Deborah E. Lipstadt must battle for 

historical truth to prove the Holocaust actually occurred when David 

Irving, a renowned denier, sues her for libel. (109 minutes) 

In Darkness tells the true story of Leopold Socha who risks his own life to 

save a dozen people from certain death. Initially only interested in his own 

good, the thief and burglar hides Jewish refugees for 14 months in the 

sewers of the German-occupied town of Lvov (former Poland). (145 

minutes) 

Whitwell Middle School in rural Tennessee is the setting for this 

documentary about an extraordinary experiment in Holocaust education. 

Struggling to grasp the concept of six-million Holocaust victims, the 

students decide to collect six-million paper clips to better understand the 

extent of this crime against humanity. The film details how the students 

met Holocaust survivors from around the world and how the experience 

transformed them and their community. (84 minutes) 

A Polish Jewish musician struggles to survive the destruction of the 

Warsaw ghetto of World War II. (150 minutes) 

1942. Joseph is eleven. And this June morning, he must go to school, a 

yellow star sewn on his chest. He receives the support of a goods dealer. 

The mockery of a baker. Between kindness and contempt, Jo, his Jewish 

friends, their families, learn of life in an occupied Paris, on the Butte 

Montmartre, where they've taken shelter. At least that's what they think, 

until that morning on July 16th 1942, when their fragile happiness is 

toppled over. From the Vélodrome D'Hiver, where 13,000 Jews are 
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crammed, to the camp of Beaune-La-Rolande, from Vichy to the terrace of 

the Berghof, La Rafle follows the real destinies of the victims and the 

executioners. Of those who orchestrated it all. Of those who trusted them. 

Of those who fled. Of those who opposed them. Every character in this 

film has existed. Every event, even the most extreme, transpired on that 

summer of 1942. (124 minutes) 

In modern-day Paris, a journalist finds her life becoming entwined with a 

young girl whose family was torn apart during the notorious Vel' d'Hiv 

Roundup in 1942 by French authorities. (102 minutes) 

In German-occupied Poland during World War II, Oskar Schindler 

gradually becomes concerned for his Jewish workforce after witnessing 

their persecution by the Nazi Germans. The film follows the story where 

he saved 1,200 Jews from their almost certain deaths. (195 minutes) 

In the horror of 1944 Auschwitz, a prisoner forced to burn the corpses of 

his own people finds moral survival upon trying to salvage from the flames 

the body of a boy he takes for his son. (107 minutes) 

The story of the last days in the life of Sophie Scholl, a student at the 

University of Munich who, along with others, formed the student 

resistance group The White Rose. (120 minutes) 

Holocaust survivor Freddie Knoller tells his story of growing up as a young 

Jewish man during World War II. Born in Vienna, he fled to Belgium then 

Nazi-occupied Paris, before being arrested and taken to Auschwitz. (59 

minutes) 

Based on the true story of an Austrian woman who tried to reclaim a 

painting stolen from her family by the Nazis. Investigating not only the 

circumstances of how Jewish property, including valuable works of art, 

ended up in the possession of the Nazis, this film also tracks the 

intergeneration legacy of the crimes committed during the Holocaust, 

both for the victims and the children of the perpetrators. (109 minutes) 
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Holding a Stall on Campus 
By having a stall up on campus about Holocaust Memorial Day, you can easily gain 

student’s attention and encourage them to learn and get involved. You can have your 

stall up for however long you like – this might be for a few hours on Holocaust 

Memorial Day itself, the whole day, or even the week leading up to it.  

 

Where to place your stall 

Think about where students often pass 

and where the stall will be seen. This 

might be the library, the Students’ Union 

or a department building. We would 

recommend having someone to run the 

stall, but don’t worry, you don’t need to 

know everything! The person at the stall 

is to guide students to ways to educate 

themselves, and this may be directing 

them to websites, or simply having a 

conversation and encouraging them to 

research for themselves.  

What to do at your stall 

The aim of having a stall on campus is to gain students’ attention and get them 

thinking. There are a number of different things you can do at your stall – here are a 

few ideas but come up with your own ideas as well! 

• Have stories and testimonies out on the table for people to read (you can find 

these stories online – look at https://www.het.org.uk/education/outreach-

programme/survivor-stories) 

• Involve people in commemorating the victims of the Holocaust and other 

genocides by making the stall interactive: 

o Ask students to answer questions such as ‘Why is it important to 

commemorate victims of genocide?’ or ‘What lessons can we learn 

from the Holocaust and subsequent genocides?’ 

o You can write these answers on a whiteboard and post photos online 

or write them on cards and make an exhibition on campus. 

o If you post them online, make sure to tag NUS, UJS and HET with the 

hashtag #OurLivingMemory 

 

Students in Coventry commemorate Holocaust 

Memorial Day 
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