
 Election Guidance 

The Elections Rules are published in the Standing Orders and require the Returning 

Officer to publish Elections Guidance, to help voters and candidates understand how 

each election will be conducted. The rules that govern the SU elections are in place 

to ensure the fairness and integrity of the election process to candidates and voters.  

Candidates should always endeavour to act within the spirt of the rules and guidance 

and follow them in good faith. The Deputy Returning Officer (or their Assistants) are 

always available to answer questions if you need any further guidance when you’re 

unsure of something.   

This Guidance is based upon the premise that we trust candidates to do their best to 

reach as many voters with creative and persuasive campaigns. Durham SU has no 

interest in restricting these campaigns, provided that the right of voters to cast a 

ballot using their best judgement is protected. 

The Returning Officer will have authority over Durham SU’s Officer and Trustee 

elections, and below is our guidance on how candidates should behave in line with 

these rules. 

If you would like to see the election regulations as they appear in our standing 

orders, you can find them here. 

About Guidance 

Campaigning All candidates, and members of their 
campaign team, should conduct 
themselves in a fair and respectful 
manner that reflects the values and 
policies of the Student Union during the 
election process. 
 
In practice, for example, this would mean 
not taking down other candidate posters, 
not posting negative things about other 
candidates on social media etc.  
Whilst it is reasonable to challenge the 
ideas or manifesto aims of your 
opponents, it is not acceptable to make 
personal attacks against other 
candidates. 

Rules from other organisations, such 
as Common Rooms or parts of the 
University.  

Candidates and campaign teams are 
expected to observe this guidance and 
the Durham SU Elections Rules. There 
are many local rules across Durham 
University which direct how elections 
should be run, such as in Common 
Rooms, but those rules don’t apply in this 
election. 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nusdigital/document/documents/51582/Standing_Order_C_--_Elections_and_Referendums.pdf
https://www.durhamsu.com/about-us/governing-documents


 
Its good manners, of course, to respect 
any local traditions and expectations. But 
not observing local rules is not a breach 
of the Durham SU Elections Rules or 
guidance and the Returning Officer will 
only investigate complaints that pertain 
to the Durham SU Election Rules. 
 
It’s also true, of course, that local rules 
can be enforced by people who control 
their own space. The Library can ask 
candidates and campaign teams to move 
on in the Library as it’s their space!  

Professional support Anyone involved in the administration of 
the election as an appointed agent of the 
Returning Officer will remain non-
partisan.  
Voters and candidates are thanked for 
helping staff at the students’ union and 
the University remain non-partisan by not 
drawing them into conversations where 
their neutrality can be questioned. 
Students in positions of authority cannot 
use resources that they alone have 
access to due to their position e.g. 
society mailing list, work platforms etc. 

Complaints Process Any complaints relevant to the election 
should be emailed 
to dsu.governance@durham.ac.uk where 
they will be considered by the Deputy 
Returning Officer. Only complaints 
received to this email address will be 
considered as formal complaints.  

Support All candidates will receive campaign 
training from the SU, Marketing support 
and access of up to £60 to spend on 
resources for their campaign. Receipts 
must be produced in order to be 
reimbursed. 

Endorsements Students, student leaders and student 
organisations are permitted to endorse 
candidates (express their support and 
urge people to vote for a certain 
candidate or candidates) under whatever 
rules are relevant to them. 
 
Durham SU Officers and Students 
Trustees are not required to remain 

mailto:dsu.governance@durham.ac.uk


neutral during the election period and 
can support candidates if they wish. 

 


