
2020 NUS Conference Media Observer  

 

Durham Students’ Union will send one media observer along with the five delegates 

and the SU President to NUS Conference in Liverpool, Monday 30 March - Thursday 

2 April.  

 

The NUS Media Observer is a highly independent role, which allows for creativity, but 

also requires initiative. The Media Observer will report back to Durham students on 

what happens at conference, so that they know how their delegates have represented 

them and the direction of their national union. Part of the role will include developing 

exciting new ways to clearly communicate complex issues to Durham students. 

 

NUS livestream the entire conference and the Durham SU Media Observer will cover 

the event on the SU’s social media channels and website. 

 

For more information on NUS conference visit here: 

https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/conferences/national-conference 

 

You can view the resource pack that has previously been provided to NUS Media 

Observers here: https://www.durhamsu.com/work-with-us 

 

Payment for content 

 

The SU will cover transport and accommodation costs, and will also offer a per-piece 

rate of pay for a specific content ‘package’ to help publicise the work of Durham’s 

delegates at national conference. This package will be £40 for:  

 

 Five tweets from Durham SU’s Twitter account on the day 

 Five posts to Instagram stories on the day  

 One image/video on the day  

 One short article (about 300-500 words) about that day of the conference, 

provided to the Durham SU Marketing Team that day. This could be a video or 

other update instead, please discuss if this is preferred.  

 

Please feel free to explore different mediums and approaches.  

 

We would ask for this content to be provided for each day of the conference (so total 

payment would be £120). 

 

Other obligations  

 

In addition, we would expect the media observer to:  

 

 Meet with the Durham delegates prior to the conference, to understand their 

perspectives and priorities 

https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/conferences/national-conference
https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/conferences/national-conference
https://www.durhamsu.com/work-with-us


 Inform themselves, through attending training with SU staff and their own 

research, about the policies that are likely to be discussed at conference, as 

well as the elections taking place.  

 Share content from their experiences through their own media group medium 

(e.g. paper, blog, radio etc.) – this can be before, after and during the 

conference 

 Take part in a debrief session with SU staff to help us find out about your 

experience and how we can support this role better in future years.  

 

Eligibility  

 

You must be a member of a student media group (non SU student media groups will 

be considered). You must also be a member of the Students’ Union.  

 

Applying  

 

To be considered for this project, please provide a brief outline (less than 400 words) 

addressing;  

 Why you’re interested in attending 

 How you would creatively share content from conference through your student 

media group medium and the SU’s channels 

 You’re relevant experience 

 Any previous involvement with Durham SU or NUS (this would include, 

covering assembly or Officer elections for your media group, attending and 

NUS event or conference etc.)  

 

Before applying please ensure you are free and able to attend the conference on the 

30 March - 2 April. Please forward your response to eleanor.m.scorah@durham.ac.uk 

no later than midnight 23 February. Please put “NUS Media Observer Application” in 

the subject line of your email.   

 

If you have any questions about the role, please email Communications and PR 

Coordinator Eleanor Scorah at eleanor.m.scorah@durham.ac.uk. 
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