
 

  

NUS Media Observer resources 



 

NUS MEDIA OBSERVER RESOURCE PACK 
 
What is the NUS Media Observer? 
 
The NUS Media Observer is Durham students’ eyes and ears inside NUS 
Conference. Remaining neutral, you will report back to Durham students through a 
variety of media, informing them on the highlights of NUS Conference. 
 
What is NUS Conference? 
 
NUS National Conference is the policy-making body of the National Union of 
Students. 
 
Nearly 1000 delegates from students’ unions across the country gather to discuss, 
debate and vote on motions, and elect the political leadership of the organisation for 
the year ahead. Conference is full of students who are passionate about making 
things better for students. The atmosphere is lively, and there’s lots of debating and 
networking taking place. 
 
Durham can take six delegates to National Conference with one place reserved for 
the SU President who acts as lead delegate. 
 
Each SU in the country can submit one policy. Delegates up and down the country 
get to vote on which of these policies will be discussed at Conference. 
 
How are motions discussed? 
 
Eight different policies will be taken to the conference. For each, you’ll hear 
speeches, some in favour and some against 
passing the motion. 
 
If a motion has “parts”, this means a delegate has asked to discuss one section of a 
motion separately. 
 
After the speeches, delegates will be asked to raise their voting cards in the air at 
one of three times to show how they want to vote: 

- For if they want the motion to become policy 
- Against if they don’t want the motion to become policy 
- Abstain if they don’t understand the issue or don’t believe NUS should have a 

stance on it 
 
How do I prepare for Conference? 
 
Before Conference, we suggest you: 

 Read up on NUS Conference 

 Speak to Durham’s delegates 

 Plan what content you would like to get out of conference and which channels 
will be best to share the content on 

 Collect your train tickets from the SU 
 



 

What will I need for conference? 

 Clothes for three days, including nightwear and toiletries 

 Money for evening meals and snacks (you will be reimbursed for your 
expenses, so please keep receipts) 

 Registration documents including e-ticket 

 Accommodation details – address and booking reference (SU will email over) 

 Mobile phone and charger 
 
Protocol for Media Observers 
 
Media Observers at conference must remain neutral. You will be given access to 
conference, but do not have speaking or voting rights. You will have restricted 
access to conference floor. This should be outlined clearly once you get to 
conference. 
 
Planning your content 
 
It’s useful to go to conference knowing what you want to get out of each day. 

It’s worth making a note of policies that seem particularly interesting to Durham 

students, or that Durham delegates might speak about. You can find this information 

in the papers, which will be sent to you before conference. 

You can use the below content ‘package’ as a guide to what content you should 

gather each day, though feel free to also explore different mediums and approaches. 

The SU offers a per-piece rate of pay for a specific content ‘package’ for each day of 

conference. This package will be £40 for:  

 Five tweets from Durham SU’s Twitter account on the day 

 Five posts to Instagram stories on the day  

 One image/video on the day  

 One short article (about 300-500 words) about that day of the conference, 

provided to the Durham SU Marketing team that day. This could be a video or 

other update instead, please discuss if this is preferred. 

 

You will need to send over the article and photo/video each day of conference to 

eleanor.m.scorah@durham.ac.uk.  

You are also expected to share your experiences through you own media group, this 

can be done before, after and during the conference. 

Social media 
 
You will be given access to Durham SU’s Twitter and Instagram. Log-in details will 
be emailed to you the day before conference starts. 
 
Further resources 

mailto:eleanor.m.scorah@durham.ac.uk


 

 
NUS National Conference: https://conference.nusconnect.org.uk/ 
Previous Durham SU articles on NUS: https://www.durhamsu.com/nus-hub/get-
involved/nus-conference 
This year’s delegates (and links to manifestos): 
https://www.durhamsu.com/articles/2019-nus-delegates-announced 
Watch previous National Conference: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6N987STy-E 
NUS Conference terminology: 
http://s3-eu-west-
1.amazonaws.com/nusdigital/document/documents/23371/c33f7c8cd2564bcf74e46b
849065c318/Key_Conference_Terminology.pdf 
 
Contact details 
 
We’re always on hand at Durham SU if you have any questions or queries. 
 
Ellie Scorah (first point of contact) 
Communications and PR Coordinator  
eleanor.m.scorah@durham.ac.uk 
 
Kirsty Deacon-Brown 
Marketing Manager 
kirsty.deacon-brown@durham.ac.uk 
 
Charlotte Lawson (general info about conference/delegates) 
Campaigns Coordinator 
charlotte.lawson@durham.ac.uk 
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