
  
 

 
Dear Liverpool MPs. 
 
We are writing this letter on behalf of students at the University of Liverpool, John Moores and Hope 
Universities. We are joining with the National Union of Students (NUS) and Students’ Unions across the 
country to call on the Government to put in place a package of support for students and graduates. 
Based on data collected by the NUS, below are four key priorities which must be considered for the 
benefit of students; the higher education sector; the government; and wider society. 

 
1. Cancelling student debt for the current academic year 

Many students who are currently studying would have failed to pay back the debt they have 
accrued, regardless of the outbreak of coronavirus. The impact of this crisis has placed more 
uncertainty and greater financial stress on hundreds of thousands of students, whom will be 
the future of this country – it is critical we give them the best possible start emerging from this 
crisis. The best way to do that is to cancel their debt, starting with this academic year, and to 
freeze interest rates to help mitigate the impacts of this crisis. 
 
Steps must also be taken to protect International students. They pay extortionate fees to 
study in the UK, and universities across the sector cannot afford to reimburse students to 
relieve the significant financial pressure placed on them as a result of this crisis. It is critical 
that a package of financial support is given, to help higher education providers through the 
forthcoming months, and to crucially offer compensation to international students 
 

2. A package of financial support for ALL students, 
Students are facing immediate hardship; 1 in 5 respondents expressed being ‘very’ or 
‘extremely’ concerned about their ability to manage financially during the outbreak. For 
example, 72% of students surveyed are worried about paying rent. The usual ways of 
supplementing student finance, such as employment, are drying up. 
 
It is clear that International students and disabled students are more likely to be ‘extremely’ 
concerned. NUS have called for a £60 million hardship fund to be set up so we can help 
mitigate some financial worries to students lives. We ask for you to endorse this.  
 

3. Maintenance grants need to be reintroduced  
Students need money in their pockets to access higher education whether that be through 
paying rent, paying fees or accessing their course. This pandemic has shown that many 
students are struggling with all of these issues as a result of coronavirus, more than ever. If 
we can help students with the cost of accessing higher education following this crisis, we will 
have a greater chance of finding the answers we need in the future to avoid a crisis like this 
impacting us again. 

 
4. Opportunities for employment need to be created 

As we are likely to face a financial recession, we need to create both hope and possibilities 
for students, so they can help our society to return back to normal in the near future. 

 
We are aware that everybody is doing the best that they possibly can to help each other through this 
crisis, and are thankful to everyone for this, particularly to those working in the NHS at this time. It has 
been heartening to see so many people come together for a common good of helping one another 
during this crisis, to find resolutions to this pandemic that benefit everybody.  
By adopting the measures outlined above, it means the higher education sector can create a ‘Student 
Safety Net’ which will protect our students financially and our futures.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Adnan Hussain – President of Liverpool Guild of Students 
 
Julia Daer – President of Liverpool John Moores Students’ Union 
 
Haris Rashid – President of Liverpool Hope Students’ Union 


