
 

09 April 2020 

Dear Mark Eastwood MP, 
  
We are writing to you as the Elected Officers of The University of Huddersfield Students’ Union, as 
we are very concerned of the impact that the COVID-19 epidemic will have on student renters in 
your constituency. The Coronavirus has caused the closure of our campus, international students 
are navigating travel restrictions and many students have chosen or been forced to return home as 
a result of the crisis. However, many students, also have no option but to remain in 
their current rented accommodation but may struggle with their rent payments. For all 
students the epidemic will cause major challenges for them as tenants.  
 
To date we have seen the three main purpose-built student accommodation companies in 
Huddersfield Town Centre (Host, iQ and Hello Student) provide students with clear communication, 
including a no penalty early release from their contract. This will significantly reduce the financial 
impact and stress the epidemic is having on our students. As it stands DIGS Student Accommodation 
at Storthes Hall Park which sits in your constituency has not provided residents with this choice 
which we are very concerned about.  
 
Although Student Finance England have confirmed the third instalment of maintenance loans for 
home students that are eligible, we envisage many of our students having issues with their 
accommodation in the coming weeks and months. We believe these issues are likely to be centred 
around three main circumstances outlined below: 
 
Paying for accommodation that is no longer needed – as courses and assessments are being 
undertaken remotely a lot of students returned home and will be unable to return due to strict 
Government travel restrictions.   
 
Unable to afford rent due to loss of income – where maintenance loans do not cover rent and living 
expenses some students will have made up the difference through part time work. With many 
businesses closed now many students will have lost their additional income either completely or 
partially.  
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Unable to leave their accommodation even though their contract expires – even though their 
contracts may have expired some students will be unable to return home due to travel restrictions, 
particularly the FCO guidelines not to travel Internationally.  
 
The Students’ Union is receiving an increasing number of students and parents worried about their 
accommodation, how they will make ends meet and being frustrated about paying for something 
that can no longer be used.  
 
In order to protect our students and your residents, we are asking you to support our lobbying 
efforts in any way you can both locally and nationally. The National Union of Students (NUS) are 
asking the UK Government to support five key measures that would enable this issue to be tackled 
universally; this has been supported through a cross party letter from Paul Blomfield and the APPG 
for students however has not been signed by any MPs from the Kirklees region. 
 
The five key measures: 

1. Landlords must stay updated with and implement best practice public health guidance, 
communicate clearly with tenants and provide maximum support  

2. Every student landlord must offer a no-penalty early release from tenancy contracts for the 
current and next academic year.   

3. End all evictions, for all renters, for the duration of the crisis.  
4. All renters who are financially impacted by the Coronavirus must have their rents subsidised, 

significantly reduced or waived entirely for 6 months  
5. Suspend all rent increases for the next 12 months  

 
  
If there is any more information that would be helpful at this time, please do let us know. We 
understand that this will be a particularly difficult time for many of your constituents and we greatly 
appreciate any support you are able to offer.  
 
Your sincerely,  
  
Emmanuel Haruna, President 
Adesewa Adebisi, Education Officer 
Adetayo Opakunle, Equalities Officer 
Bethany Woodcock, Community Officer 
Lucy French, Activities Officer 

https://www.nus.org.uk/en/news/press-releases/nus-demands-for-student-renters--open-letters-to-providers-of-student-rented-accommodation/?load=5&top=196

