
The World's Number 1 Writing Improvement Tool

Proven to raise writing attainment
of primary school students

Supports with the delivery of the new English National Curriculum



Thank you for your interest in Night Zookeeper. I’d like to take this 
opportunity to share more details about this project, which I’m so 
incredibly passionate about. We’ve been developing Night Zookeeper 
over the past 10 years, and it is a project that I am sure your students 
will love to take part in this academic year.

Night Zookeeper was �irst trialed in 2005 during my time as a Primary 
School teacher working with students in a small school in Blackburn, 
UK. The project has now grown to be used in over 5,000 schools around 
the world and this year’s World Creative Writing Month saw over 1 
million words written on our website. During this period, one 
particular student’s experience springs to mind. Charlotte, a Year 6 
student from Norfolk made a whole year’s writing progress in just one 
term whilst working on Night Zookeeper during the summer of 2015.

I am very proud to say that Night Zookeeper has had a huge impact on 
the students and teachers that have used it to date. Students have 
started practising their writing skills at home and teachers have begun 
exploring the potential of technology in their classroom, due to their 
desire to use nightzookeeper.com. 

• To inspire reluctant writers to 
begin developing their writing 
skills

• To extend the school day by 
engaging students in creative 
writing in their spare time

• To ensure teachers can give 
fast and effective personalised 
feedback on student writing

• To record student 
achievement as they work 
through our educational game

Dear Educator

• To provide Gifted and 
Talented writers a place to 
extend their writing skills

• To help children become 
digital creators, rather than 
simply consumers of online 
entertainment

We will continue to work 
towards these objectives with 
your help, as we are committed 
to producing an impact report 
detailing our success in these 
areas every twelve months.

Thank you for your continued support and I hope you enjoy browsing 
through this booklet to �ind out more about the impact Night 
Zookeeper could have at your school.  

paul@nightzookeeper.com
07736 314 715

Our Objectives

Night Zookeeper Paul
Education Director

Extend the school day

53% of writing produced 
on Night Zookeeper takes 
place at home.

Extend the school day

53% of writing produced 
on Night Zookeeper takes 
place at home.
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Night Zookeeper is a digital learning product focussed on writing 
improvement. It is also a whole world of possibilities waiting to be 
explored by teachers and students across the world.

Children write in a range of different genres, including reports, adventure 
stories and poems about the Magical Animals they draw as they work 
through the game. All of their writing is then sent to their class teacher 
to be assessed and published on their very own online newspaper. 

As they write, students venture further into the Night Zoo, uncovering 
more inspirational writing, drawing and reading challenges along the 
way. The writing tool also provides a bank of age speci�ic words, which 
help students develop their vocabulary as they write on 
nightzookeeper.com.

Students also compete in class, 
school and international Writing 

Leagues that motivate them to 
write more than ever before!

The toolkit also enables 
teachers to send comments to 
their students in order to 
encourage the editing and 
upleveling of writing. Teachers 
can export PDF reports on their 
students, which include all 
writing produced on the 
website in chronological order, 
along with all the objectives that 
have been achieved whilst using 
the website. These reports 
create a handy portfolio of 
evidence on your students 
progress.

The Assessment Toolkit includes a catalogue 
of over 100 writing lesson resources 

which are perfect home learning activities for students. These resources 
cover a range of genres and help students to structure their writing 
before they publish their writing on nightzookeeper.com.  

Teachers can view all 
writing produced by 
their students and 
are able to assess it 
against the new 
National Curriculum 
objectives.

What is it?

“I’m now moving to high school, and I wanted 
to say thank you very, very much for helping 
me with my writing. After working with you 
and helping out at the Night Zoo, I’m now 
writing more than ever!” 
William, Year 6, Langham Primary School

“I had a look at the website and 
it's a wonderful piece of 
enterprise”
Sir Quentin Blake

Online Writing Improvement Tool

Online
Assessment
Toolkit

Just some of the examples of 
writing styles available

Story

Poem

Newspaper
Article

I found the assessment 
toolkit really easy to 
use. After a while, the 
students were asking 
for feedback from me 
so they could go back 
in and edit their 
stories based on my 
comments” 
Sophie White, Class Teacher, 
Year 5 and 6, Galley Hill 
Primary School
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“I had heard about Night 
Zookeeper at the Norfolk ICT 
Conference a few years ago and 
thought it looked like an exciting 
idea, although wondered how I 
would �it it into a busy curriculum 
commitment. At the time we were 
developing our class blog and we 
were very much enjoying the 100 
Word Challenge (100wc.net).  

During the month of March, my 
class participated in World 
Creative Writing Month, and what 
a competition it turned out to be! 
The children were so inspired to 
write.  They followed the 
leaderboard avidly and when they 
saw they were slowly progressing 
up it, it really was incredible. As a 
teacher, I work hard to  create 
opportunities where the children 
are self motivated and I must say I 
have rarely seen anything like this 
level of motivation before!

Not only does the website 
encourage the children to read, 
write and develop their creativity, 
it also has an Assessment Toolkit 
which makes it very easy to 

Does it have a
measureable impact?
Emma Cotton, Class 3 
teacher from Langham 
Primary School, gives 
her feedback on the 
impact of Night 
Zookeeper.

monitor progress and target 
learning.  It uses core curriculum 
objectives for writing including 
spelling, writing composition, 
vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation with space to leave 
personalised comments for the 
children. Marking and assessing 
writing is so much easier. 

After using the Night Zoo for a 
while now, I �ind it easy to link it 
in with other topics in school. We 
recently followed a science based 
project, yet could still use the 
Night Zoo as a place to re-draft 
our completed science reports...

My class have been Night 
Zookeepers since November 2014 
and recently the whole school 
joined the Night Zoo as part of our 
Writing Excellence Week. Night 
Zookeeper Paul planned an 
exciting workshop day involving 

animal aerobics, playscripts, 
drama, chapter book creation and 
an amazing storytelling session. It 
really was very special.

The Night Zookeepers themselves 
work incredibly hard to make the 
zoo "real" for the children. I really 
cannot recommend it enough!”

“If you take the whole of Year 4, 5 
and 6 into account then 22% of 
the students made a year’s worth 
of progress in just one term. One 
child made incredible progress 
during that term - 6 points!

Overall, 50% of the students 
made well above expected levels 
of progress in writing as a result 
of their involvement and 
enthusiasm for Night Zookeeper.  
When we covered areas to 
improve writing in class, these 
children practised what had been 

Expected 2.71 points progress over the course of the academic year - Autumn to Summer

2 pts (+0.92VA) 
in one term

5 children

3pts (+1.92 VA) 
in one term

2  children

4pts (+2.92 VA) 
in one term

4  children

5pts (+3.92 VA) 
in one term

2 children 

6 pts (+4.92 VA) 
in one term

1 child

Year 6 results during the Summer Term using Night Zookeeper

“It has been a great 
experience for me 
and has really helped 
boost my writing.” 

Night Zookeeper Charlotte, 
Year 6

taught that day at home, they 
were arriving in school having 
consolidated the previous day’s 
learning.  As a teacher, I was able 
to give feedback with next steps 
the same evening, the children 
followed this up and arrived in 
class the next day con�ident with 
their changes and ready for 
further prompts.

The children were of mixed 
ability, some who made this 
amount of progress were 
con�ident writers, who found an 

outlet for their creativity and 
enjoyed having a positive way to 
reinforce their skills. Other 
students were less con�ident 
writers, who also bene�itted from 
the instant feedback and ability to 
rehearse within a positive 
environment.

The known audience for writing 
helped to give focus, plus 
importantly the various elements 
of competition involved in 
motivating the children to write, 
and write well!”
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Teacher Comment:
Well done Alex, a much improved story
punctuation and grammer. Try to add

Night Zookeeper is very simple to use and has been designed to give your students 
as many opportunities to practise their writing as possible. We have created a 

formula that has been proven to raise writing attainment.

Duxbury Class 6D

How does it work?

Write
Our writing tool suggests 
age appropriate vocabulary for 
your students to include in their 
stories. We also provide 
objectives and helpful tips in 
order to provide structure to 
their creative writing.

Assess
All writing produced by your 
students appears in your 
Assessment Toolkit. This tool 
enables you to send comments 
to your students and assess 
against National Curriculum 
objectives.

Compete
Students are motivated to 
raise their writing levels, as 
they compete in our exciting 
Writing Leagues. You can join 
multiple leagues throughout 
the year and we have a 
calendar of competitions
for your class to join.

During March 2015, Mrs Duxbury’s 
class in Bolton took part in World 
Creative Writing Month and produced 
an incredible amount of writing.
It was clear to see that Mrs 
Duxbury was using 
nightzookeeper.com to provide 
personalised feedback to all 
students and she was able to 
encourage them to produce some 
amazing writing on the platform.

This was especially evident when 
looking closely at a number of Mrs 
Duxbury’s students, including 
Marryam who wrote over 17,000 
words on Night Zookeeper this 
year. 

Marryam began to put into 
practice at home, what she had 
learnt at school with her teacher. 
Night Zookeeper gave her the 
outlet to explore different genres 
of writing and really excel with 
her writing. 

There is no doubt that Marryam 
and her friends were inspired by 
the global competition that we 
hosted on Night Zookeeper 
throughout the month of March. 
This enthusiasm was shared by so 
many other classes around the 
world, which only served to add 
to the excitement around writing. 

World Creative Writing Month 2015 - Total 115,919 words in 4 weeks.

The power of competition is now 
a huge part of Night Zookeeper 
and is the reason why we have 
produced a calendar of events, so 
that all students have an extra 
reason to get excited about 
writing! 

The �inal World Creative Writing Month League Table

Marryam’s writing on the Night News

Marryam’s report after using Night Zookeeper in 2015

Example of Mrs Duxburys use of the
commenting functionality

Case Study: St. Mary’s Deane Primary School, Bolton, UK Case Study: St. Mary’s Deane Primary School, Bolton, UK 
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Professional developmentComputing workshops

Animal aerobics sessionsCreative thinking workshops

Story writing workshopsStorytelling assemblies

Night Zookeeper and
the Spying Giraffes

Are you looking for a way to 
inspire your students to produce 
some of their best creative 
writing? Night Zookeeper 
in-school experiences combine 
literacy, technology and creativity 
workshops. We offer these 
exciting days to kick-start a Night 
Zookeeper project, which 
inspires even the most reluctant 
writers to produce amazing 
pieces of work.

Synopsis
When Tom was six years old he wrote a story on his Grandma’s kitchen 
table about a Spying Giraffe called Sam. This giraffe could turn invisible 
and was therefore undefeated at hide and seek. Tom is now twelve and 
those stories are just fading memories. That is, until one moment of 
creativity opens a portal to his past and Tom �inds himself in the very 
magical world that his Grandma had told him about. The World of 
Night is �illed with strange animals, a dark lord with an army of Voids 
and Tom’s very own Spying Giraffe!

The �irst book is now available, which you can order in class sets 
of 30 from nightzookeeper.com

NightZookeeper.com is based around a series of magical story books. These books introduce 
students to a world of endless possibilities and provide the inspiration for much of the creativity 

that is produced by students on the website.

Workshops
We plan each visit to meet the 
needs of your students and school 
environment. We can tailor the 
activities to target a speci�ic area 
of the curriculum and deliver 
twilight training sessions, which 
help teachers to get the most out 
of nightzookeeper.com.

Visits include the following features:

“The visit was tremendous! It really got my reluctant writers 
excited about creating stories set in the magical world of 
the Night Zoo”
Jackie Powell, Class teacher, Moorside Primary, Manchester, UK 

“It’s wonderful” Sir Quentin Blake
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Inspiring 
reluctant 
writers
Teachers are using Night 
Zookeeper to engage even the 
most reluctant writers in 
activities that they wouldn’t 
normally access in more 
traditional English lessons. 

“I think Night Zookeeper has 
given children a real 
enthusiasm for writing. Children 
have really enjoyed writing, 
including those that wouldn’t 
have normally written so much 
on paper.”

Angela Lee, Computing Lead 
Teacher, Galley Hill Primary 
School, Hemel Hempstead.

Extending the school day
Parents are included in the Night Zookeeper 
experience, as they are able to see all writing 
produced by their children at school and 
home. They can also be involved in the 
feedback that students receive from their 
teacher.

“A lot of work was done at home with 
parents, which I was assessing at Lunch 
Time on my classroom computer.”

Sylvia Handel, Reception Teacher, Galley Hill 
Primary School, 
Hemel Hempstead

Providing quality feedback
Teachers used the Assessment Toolkit to 
send feedback to the students in their class. 
Children would receive these either at home 
during the evening or during their next Night 
Zookeeper session at school. Once received, 
children would use these tips to edit their 
writing on the website.

“The comments really motivated the 
children to write more and the parents 
also noticed the feedback their children 
were receiving. It has made a concrete 
impact on student writing.”

Emily Birch, Deputy Head, Galley Hill 
Primary School, Hemel Hempstead

Giving gifted writers a 
place to shine
Night Zookeeper is a great vehicle to inspire 
high achievers to stretch themselves as they 
try a range of different writing styles and 
develop their vocabulary using the age 
appropriate word suggestions on the 
website.

Motivating boys to write
Schools have found that boys really enjoy the 
subject matter and the idea of character and 
hero creation, as they battle against the 
monsters that sti�le creativity.

Galley Hill Primary is a large 
school in Hemel Hempstead, UK. 
They used Night Zookeeper 
throughout the summer term of 
2015 to inspire children to 
develop their creative writing 
skills. We worked together with 
the Deputy Headteacher and the 
Computing leader to launch a 
month-long competition, which 
inspired over 300,000 words 
written by students from 
Reception to year 6. 

The competition wasn’t all about 
writing though, as students 
developed their reading and art 
skills throughout the project. We 
saw most students unlock and 
read the entire Night Zookeeper 
storybook as they worked 
through the game. They also 
produced over 6,000 drawings in 
one month.

How is it being used? 
Galley Hill Case StudyGalley Hill Case Study
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“What I’ve been doing is 
creating and collecting my 
animals and writing about 
them. It has been really fun! I 
have also been collecting these 
orbs, I have been collecting 94. 
I am going to get more than 
Louie to beat him!” 

Robin, Year 1 student, Galley 
Hill Primary

“What I’ve been doing is 
creating and collecting my 
animals and writing about 
them. It has been really fun! I 
have also been collecting these 
orbs, I have been collecting 94. 
I am going to get more than 
Louie to beat him!” 

Robin, Year 1 student, Galley 
Hill Primary

“A boy in my class, that loves 
computers, completely went 
for it! He was one of the 
people in the class that wrote 
the most words and was 
coming into school excited 
every day”
 
Sophie White, Class Teacher, 
Year 5 and 6, Galley Hill Primary
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AWARDSAWARDS

WORLD

CREATIVE

WRITING

MONTH MARCH 2016Calendar of events
Keep your students writing  all year round!
We know how important it is to give you value for money, which is why 
we’ve put together an exciting calendar of events to keep your students 
and teachers engaged all year round. From competitions to award 
ceremonies, there’s plenty to get your students excited about writing. 

September
Start of a weekly 100 Word 
Challenge competition

This will encourage your students 
to practise writing quality, 
concise creative pieces. There will 
be the opportunity for your 
students to be showcased each 
week out of the thousands of 
entries that we receive, but they'll 
have to be at the top of their 
writing game!

October
Storytelling video chat sessions 

Teachers have the opportunity to 
set up a special session with a 
member of our team to speak 
with them live from the Night 
Zoo. These sessions are �illed with 
exclusive stories and writing 
challenges from the Night 
Zookeeper.

November
The Night Zookeeper 
International Cup 

Your  class can compete to be the 
number 1 writing team in the 
world. They will aim to write as 
many reports, stories, poems etc. 
throughout this month in order to 
�ind their way into the 
International Cup Final.

December
Special Christmas resources 
and activities

We will provide you with Night 
Zookeeper themed Christmas 
activities in the lead up to the 
holiday season. We will also give 
students additional challenges to 
keep them writing at home 
during the holidays.

May
Head to Head writing leagues

This month will be your 
opportunity to introduce Night 
Zookeeper to a colleague in a 
school of your choice. They will 
be given free access to the 
website and assessment tools for 
one month, as they do battle 
against your class in your very 
own head to head writing 
competition.

June
The Night Zookeeper Awards

We invite you to submit the very 
best writing and artwork 
produced by your students 
throughout the year. The chosen 
winners will be showcased in a 
video sent out to all schools and 
will also be featured on 
nightzookeeper.com for the next 
12 months. It is their chance to 
get their name up in lights!

March
World Creative Writing Month

This is your chance to compete against writing teams from around the 
world. Last year, the winning team from the UK wrote over 100,000 
words in one month, with everyone working together to hit our target 
of 1 million words! We hope you will join in the fun in 2016!

201520152015
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Pupil Premium 
Targeting reluctant writers

English 
Extend the school day

Computing
Combining English with Computing

Night Zookeeper can be purchased for your 
school on a yearly subscription basis

Schools are using the following budgets

£229

Class set of 30 
books

Night Zookeeper & The 
Spying Giraffes

Visit nightzookeeper.com to make your purchase

£425 £529 £655 £799
1 class 2 classes 3 classes

Website Subscription Options
4 classes 5+ classes

£7 per student£8 per student £6 per student £5 per student £4 per student

whole school

All packages include access to nightzookeeper.com and school writing competitions. 
Fees are based on an annual subscription - minimum subscription of one year

All additional days are priced at an extra £300 per day. Please email 
paul@nightzookeeper.com for a personalised quote

1 Day workshop with 
Night Zookeeper Paul  

1 Day workshop with 
twilight teacher 
training session 

£600 £750

Workshops & Training

Books

£150

Paul Hutson
Education Director
+447736314175
paul@nightzookeeper.com

Registered in England,
Company Number 07706300

£6.99
order 30 and

book price

SAVE £60


