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The Lamandau Wildlife Reserve in
st year the birth of
seven healthy baby orangutans, much
to the surprise and delight of staff
who expect to see two or three

“These orangutans were rein-
troduced to the wild in the late
90s," says Ashley Leiman,
)| of  the

charity,
4 Foundation
“Today, they are all wild, but
-captive

“From a conservation protection
point of view, there can be no better
result than to see an increase in the
population of a diminishing species."

The population of
orangutans has declined by 55
per cent in the past ten years,
with numbers falling
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ground. Since we reintroduced
them to the reserve there have
been more than 85 births, but last
year was quite incredible because
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from
230,000 to 104,700 and
expected to fall further to

impressed, they asked if she could
raise more, and Orangutan Appeal
was lasunched. In a little over 20
years, Sue has managed to pull in
an impressive £3million, paying the
wages of a small dedicated team of
nine and transforming the centre
with state-of-the-art equipment
Sue also carried out the first heli
copter drop to rehome an orang
utan into the heart of the rainforest
and that orangutan was King.

She said: “1 was told he couldn’t
be released because he would have
10 go into the middle of the forest
away from any houses or villages
and it would be very difficult
because there were no roads

“So 1 raised money for a helicop-
ter, hired three people to trek out
ahead of us and we flew him there

the
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He was sedated in a crate and | sat
and held his hand all the way.

“When we arrived, he rested for
four hours before getting up and
shaking himself down.

“Before he disappeared into the
trees, he looked over his shoulder,
right at me, and it was almost like
he was ‘thank you'. It was so
emotional. ;gzt's when | knew this
was my life now; this is what | have
to do.”

NE of the major concerns
for environmentalists is
that 80 per cent of wild
orangutans in the Indonesian
portion of Bomeo live outside
national parks and other protected
areas. If an orangutan’s habitat isn’t
protected by govemnment, it
usually falls within vast tracts of

. land belonging to logging. planta-
tion or mining companies.

The Orangutan Land Trust (OLT)

focuses on supporting the preserva-

tion, restoration and protection of

Rehabilitation Centre

forests in areas where orangutans
naturally exist

OLT's _American  executive
director Michelle Desilets also

. helped create the Nyaru Menteng
Orangutan Rehabilitation Project in
the late 90s alongside a Danish
woman, Lone Droscher Nielsen.
It has since become the world’s
/ largest primate rescue
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women looking after the orangu-
tans in our rescue centres, day in,
day out, giving them the love
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