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A Message From Our Chairlady
Sepilok Rehabilitation
Centre was set up by
Sabah Wildlife
Department in 1964 to
rescue and rehabilitate
orphaned and injured
orangutans. Since this
time hundreds of
orangutans have been
rehabilitated and
released into protected
reserves such as Tabin,
but this is a lengthy and
Sue Sheward MBE
very costly process.
Often the Centre receives calls from plantation managers
reporting youngsters who have become separated from
their mothers and are in urgent need of help. Often these
calls result in the rangers travelling deep into the forest to
perform these rescues and bring the distressed
youngsters to Sepilok’s veterinary team to administer
urgent life saving medication. The youngsters remain at
Sepilok undergoing the rehabilitation programme until

they are 6 or 7 years old and costing several thousand
pounds to do so.
Since April 2000 Orangutan Appeal UK has been
working hard to assist Sepilok and have been able to
provide the centre with much needed equipment and
refurbish the nursery and quarantine areas. We now also
sponsor eight dedicated local staff to care and train the
orphans to enable them to be returned to the wild. But
we could not have done any of this without the help
of our supporters!
Our adoption scheme is the main source of our funding
for these young orphaned orangutans. Currently there
are 2 new orphans at Sepilok who need our help and
support – Betty and Canyon - so they are now joining
our adoption scheme in the hope that supporters will
want to help them return to the wild too.
A huge THANK YOU to all of our adoptive parents,
supporters and donors. We could not have saved so
many lives and achieved so much without you!
Sue Sheward

Plastic Pollution
We all know that plastic is a huge problem and a major
threat to our wildlife, our oceans, and of course, our
climate. This problem is growing by the day but there are
things that we can all do, no matter how small, to help!

Our current blue and orange mailing bags are recyclable
and can be disposed of at recycling points in large
supermarkets throughout the UK, along with other
‘stretchy’ plastic packaging.

The horror of the damage one
plastic bag can cause was
brought home to us recently
when this one was found inside
a deceased whale shark, which
had caused an obstruction in its
stomach - and led to its death!

However, to assist with the efforts currently being made
to rid our world of plastic Orangutan Appeal UK are
starting a trial of eco-friendly mailing bags which will be
biodegradable and compostable. These bags will be
introduced gradually and if you do happen to receive
your adoption pack or merchandise in one please email
us with your feedback.

Plastic takes, an average of 1,000
years to fully decompose, making
it tricky to dispose of correctly
and safely. But thanks to the wide
picture courtesy of Sabah reach of social media and public
recognition of the problem by
Wildlife Department
conservationists, such as David
Attenborough, things are beginning to change.

We are also an official partner charity of a global company
called Terracycle, who specialise in recycling waste that’s
usually deemed ‘non-recyclable’. They collect from a
network of drop-off locations globally. We will also be
evaluating this scheme and welcome any comments!
Please email Sarah on admin5@orangutan-appeal.org.uk
PLEASE REMEMBER – DON’T JUST DUMP YOUR
PLASTIC – TAKE IT HOME!

Deforestation Free Palm Oil
For those of you that have questions on palm oil we
would like to share with you Chester Zoo’s informative
press release on Deforestation Free Palm Oil.
“For many years our conservationists have been working
behind the scenes with key partners to help drive up
standards of sustainable palm oil.
The Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) has just
announced its new, improved standards which deliver
deforestation free palm oil.
This marks a significant step forwards, fighting back
against the habitat destruction that is pushing wildlife
towards extinction.
Palm oil is an edible vegetable oil that comes from the
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fruit of oil palm trees. Up to 50% of products in an
average UK supermarket now contain it.
If we were to stop using palm oil, we would need to find
an alternative to supply the global demand for edible
vegetable oils. Because other oil crops – such as
coconuts, olives, sunflowers and maize – are less
productive per square kilometre, even more land would
need to be converted to agriculture – causing even
greater environmental damage.
The solution is to demand sustainable, deforestation free
palm oil. Write to your MP, retailers and manufacturers.
Look for the RSPO label on packaging. Choose
sustainable. It’s time to Act for Wildlife.”

WILDLIFE RESCUE UNIT (WRU) – Rescue Vehicles
We are pleased to announce that during our Chairlady’s
latest visit to Sepilok in June she was able to complete
our pledge of RM1,000,000 to provide Sabah Wildlife
Department’s Wildlife Rescue Unit (WRU) with 3 new,
fully modified rescue vehicles.
At a ceremony in Kota Kinabalu, our Chairlady Sue
presented the 3 new rescue vehicles to YB Datuk
Christina Liew, Deputy Chief Minister/Minister of Tourism,
Culture and Environment.
Also attending the event were Tuan William Baya,
Permanent Secretary of the Sabah Ministry of Tourism,
Culture & Environment and Augustine Tuuga, Director of
Sabah Wildlife Department along with Dr Sen Nathan,
Assistant Director of Sabah Wildlife Department and
many prominent local people and friends of the charity.
The event was followed by a press conference and
made the Malaysian National TV news as well as
appearing in a number of local and national Malaysian
papers.
The Wildlife Rescue Unit is a totally independent
organisation that was established in 2010, in response to
the increasing need to rescue and translocate injured or
displaced animals in Sabah with a team made up of 18
rangers and 3 veterinarians. The WRU works with the
Sabah Wildlife Department but it is a separate entity and
its rangers and veterinarians are not employed by the
government. The WRU plays a vital role in saving the
critically endangered orangutan and the Bornean pygmy
elephant. They have grown to be highly successful and
have extended their activities to include sun bears,
pangolins and much more.
These animals often face human-wildlife conflicts when
they stray into plantations and villages and having a
reliable way of transferring them to a safer location or for
medical treatment is essential to guarantee the survival
of wild populations.
A recent example was when the WRU were called out to
a human-elephant conflict in the Telupid area of Sabah,
where a large group of elephants were venturing into
villages and farm land. It was vital that the WRU got to
the elephants as soon as possible to prevent them from
being hurt or killed. The decision was made to translocate
the elephants to a location where they would not be a
danger to the human population and could live away from
the threat of retaliation from local villagers. This successful
operation took longer than it should have, due to
continuous rescue vehicle maintenance issues.

New WRU Vehicles

and causing problems. The WRU’s vital rescue and
relocation operations take them into exceedingly tough
terrain and they need to have reliable vehicles that won’t
leave them stranded deep in the rainforest for several days
and risking the life of injured orangutans or elephants.
At the handover ceremony Chief Minister Datuk Seri
Shafie Apdal’s speech was read by Deputy Chief Minister
Datuk Christina Liew, which expressed his gratitude to
Sue for her contribution to the state’s wildlife, over the
past 18 years, whereby she has raised funds in excess
of RM12 million to assist Sabah’s wildlife in general,
particularly the orangutans.
Augustine Tuuga, Director of the Sabah Wildlife
Department said, “We greatly appreciate your gift of the
3 new wildlife rescue vehicles, which will definitely be
used to the fullest by WRU in all their important rescue
work around Sabah.”
He also spoke about how Sue started the charity and
her dedication over the years, mentioning the raffles
and fundraising that helped build up money, support
and awareness of the plight of the Bornean orangutans
in Sabah.
He went on to say “From those early days to now, due
solely to Sue’s sheer passion and determination, she has
steered her charity to greater heights by getting more
support from orangutan lovers the world over.”
Sue spent time speaking to YB Datuk Christina Liew
about wildlife conservation and the issues that are faced
in Sabah not just by the Bornean orangutans but also by
other iconic wildlife such as the Bornean elephant, sunda
pangolin, tembadau and many more.

The purchase of these 3 new rescue vehicles was essential
for the WRU rangers, as their original ones were 9 years old

Orangutan Appeal UK are committed to working with
Sabah Wildlife Department and the Wildlife Rescue Unit,
and send a heartfelt thank you to all of our supporters
worldwide who have made this possible.

The handing over ceremony

The new vehicles get the thumbs up
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Sepilok News
Rehabilitation Success

For an orphaned orangutan who has just lost their
mother, a future in the wild can seem a long way off.
Often these babies have none of the skills they would
need to survive and have been completely dependent on
their mothers until tragic circumstances caused them to
be separated. The rehabilitation process at Sepilok can
take up to 8 years to provide these orangutans with the
lessons and abilities they will need to return to the forest.
Because of the care and dedication provided by the
carers means we have some fantastic news. One of the
adoption scheme’s oldest juveniles, Chikita, has now
taken her final step and returned to the wild. When she
arrived in 2010 Chikita was one of the youngest and
smallest babies to be rescued. Since then her
confidence has grown and although her journey has had
some ups and downs, she has progressed brilliantly.
Recently her carers made the decision that Chikita was
ready for release and she was taken to a platform in the
protected Kabili
reserve with her
friend Kolapis. The
two friends stayed
near the platform for
a few days before
heading out into the
jungle to explore.

Chikita finds her freedom

Chikita has been on
the adoption
scheme for quite
some time so we
are delighted she
has finally found her
freedom.

The good news didn’t end with Chikita and shortly
afterwards adoption scheme big boy Bidu-Bidu was also
given the go-ahead for his release. Bidu was rescued in
2013 and has been a popular and mischievous
character ever since. With his cheeky personality and
energetic spirit Bidu was a firm favourite among his
orangutan friends and human carers. Recently Bidu has
been showing very positive signs that he was ready for
release and has been venturing deeper into the reserve
with the older semi-wild orangutans. Finally his carers
decided that the day had come and Bidu was taken out
into the forest. The rangers kept a close eye on him but
his confident nature meant Bidu adapted straight away

Bidu-Bidu explores his new home
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to his new independence. We are confident that the skills
he has learnt will help Bidu thrive in his new life in the
forest, where he belongs.
A huge thank you goes to our supporters who have
helped Chikita and Bidu-Bidu reach this monumental
stage in their journey.

Two New Babies

We are now delighted to introduce two new babies to
our adoption scheme – Betty and Canyon!
Betty, whose Malay name Begia means ‘blissfully happy’,
was rescued on the banks of the Kinabatangan River.
She was found all alone and although her rescuers
waited to see if her mother would return, it became clear
that Betty would need help if she was to survive.

Betty

Canyon’s start in life was similarly difficult as she was
kept as a pet illegally for 6 months before she was
discovered. Baby orangutans should stay with their
mothers until they are around 7 years old, but Canyon’s
captors didn’t know how to look after her properly so
decided to surrender her to Sepilok’s care.
These babies are just beginning their journey back to the
wild, one that could take up to 8 years to complete.
Please consider helping to give Betty and Canyon a
second chance at life. Adopt one or both of them
today and make a real difference to their futures.

Canyon

Vet Nurse - Mallory
My name is Mallory, I am a
veterinary nurse from Australia who
has been lucky enough to be
chosen as a volunteer at the world
renowned Sepilok Orangutan
Rehabilitation Centre in Sabah,
Borneo. I was absolutely delighted
to learn that I had been successful
with my application, as it has
always been my dream to work in conservation and
particularly with the orangutans.
I started my conservation studies by undertaking a
Bachelor of Science, majoring in Zoology and Ecology
and then completed my Honours thesis on Koala
disease and conservation. I then studied to become a
qualified veterinary nurse, which I worked as for 3 years
before I contacted the Sabah Wildlife Department’s Head
Veterinarian – Dr Sen Nathan. So you can imagine my
excitement when I received notification from him to say
that he had contacted
Orangutan Appeal UK to
ask for support for me to
volunteer at Sepilok and
they had agreed!!! Since
then it has been a dream
come true.
I have been assisting the
local vet with procedures
such as sedation for
tattooing the young
orangutans before they
are released into the
outdoor nursery, cleaning
and treating wounds,
performing weekly
examinations, checking
temperatures and faeces
daily and giving them any
prescribed medication.

Most of the time I assist with day to day jobs such as
feeding, cleaning and supervising climbing training. This
means I have got to know the babies’ personalities very
well but also I have had to learn to practise “tough love”
to give them the best chance of being successfully
rehabilitated.
I also help the staff supervise short term volunteers to
ensure procedures are followed correctly. Sometimes
other wildlife is brought to the clinic and I get to help with
them such as removing a snare from a pangolin (like a
small ant-eater) or microchipping a python before it was
taken to Tabin for release.
I have had many cherished moments during my time
here but what I have loved the most is seeing the
orangutans develop successfully, such as seeing Koko
graduate to Outdoor Nursery and the youngest babies
transitioning from the quarantine ward to climbing high in
the trees with the rest of the group.
Thank you Dr Sen and Sabah Wildlife Department for
allowing me this golden opportunity and thank you
Orangutan Appeal UK for helping me achieve this.

Vital Grants Received
Over the past 6 months, we have received a number of
grants to support our essential projects aimed at protecting
and conserving the critically endangered orangutan.
We have received grants to support our community
patrol and fire-fighting teams in the Sabangau Forest, our
experienced veterinary nurse and orangutan training
coordinators based at Sepilok and towards the purchase
of new Toyota trucks for the Sabah Wildlife Department’s
Wildlife Rescue Unit.
We are most grateful for the grants from Cleveland
Metroparks Zoo and from The International
Primatological Society as well as The Open Gate
Trust, The Rhododendron Trust, Wild & Free and
The Oak Trust who have donated funds towards our
vital projects enabling us to help protect the rainforest,
and its inhabitants.
This year we also received grants from The N Smith
Charitable Trust and The Alice Noakes Memorial
Trust in support of our work at the Sepilok Orangutan
Rehabilitation Centre. We have also been awarded

grants from The Alan & Karen Grieve Charitable Trust
and the Michael Testler Charitable Foundation to help us
fund the new rescue vehicles that we have purchased for
the Sabah Wildlife Department’s Wildlife Rescue Unit.
We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all of our
grant givers for their valued support in 2019. Grants from
organisations, such as those listed above, are making a
big difference to the welfare and conservation of the
orangutan and its habitat in Borneo. However, more help
is needed for us to effectively carry on supporting these
vital projects in the future.
Currently our staff at Sepilok cost approximately
£80,000.00 per year and the purchase of the WRU
Rescue vehicles is costing £100,000.00 including the
special tyres and modifications which are needed. So we
hope you will agree that we spend our supporters’
money well!
So please grant givers, businesses and everyone who
cares do continue to help us make this huge contribution
to saving the orangutans.
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Borneo Nature Foundation Update
Since our last Borneo Nature Foundation (BNF) update,
it has been wet season in Sebangau, so flood waters
have been high and fire risk has been low. BNF’s recent
peatland rewetting initiatives in Sebangau should help
protect the forest and its resident orangutans from fire in
the long term, however, the risk of fire returning remains.
This is particularly so in 2019, as there is a weak El Niño
event currently underway, which is expected to lead to
increased fire risk in the coming dry season.
We have been working to strengthen our fire-fighting
capacity in and around Sebangau, which includes
increasing our patrol frequency to 24 days a month, to
ensure any fires and other illegal activities are detected
promptly and enable us to tackle threats effectively and
efficiently.
We have also been working with the Central Kalimantan
Disaster Management Agency (BPBPK) and the local
police to develop cooperation with the two new
Community Fire-fighting teams established by BNF in
2017. These coordinated fire-fighting activities involve
different stakeholders, for whom we have agreed to hold
a fire-fighting workshop prior to the 2019 dry season.
Finally, we have agreed with the University of Palangka
Raya to enhance the current Community Patrol Team
(CIMTROP ) who are responsible for fire patrols and fire
fighting in our Research Area. The team will grow with
the addition of 6-8 new members and a fire-fighting
coordinator, who will receive integrated fire-management
training and will be fully equipped with all necessary firefighting equipment.

Sebangau River fire patrol

BNF’s work in Sebangau aims to detect and monitor
threats, such as fire, to orangutans and other wildlife,
and helps ground teams tackle these threats to reduce
their impacts. We therefore need to know how many
orangutans are present in the forest at any one time, and
where orangutans are before, during and after fires. Such
data helps us understand the short and long-term
impact of fires on the orangutan population, and is
important conservation information. Orangutans are
typically surveyed by walking many kilometres of forest
to count orangutan nests in the canopy, but this method
is very labour and time intensive, and is particularly
difficult to implement in very rugged or remote terrain.
Building on our previous work with drones – supported
by OAUK – and in collaboration with colleagues from the
Universities of Exeter and Liverpool John Moores, we
plan to test new orangutan survey methods using
drones. We are currently developing plans to begin this
research immediately following the 2019 fire season. This
method has a high potential impact, in terms of
improving survey accuracy and decreasing cost. We
anticipate that this will enhance survey feasibility in
remote areas by both BNF and other orangutan
conservation projects, thus strengthening conservation
efforts in the region.
BNF are excited to be at the forefront of this
technological innovation with OAUK’s support. We look
forward to updating you in future OAUK newsletters!

Two orangutan nests (red circles) in the top of a tree identified
from an aerial drone survey

Sandakan Tax Office Visit
A group of ladies representing the Tax Office from the
local town of Sandakan visited Sepilok Orangutan
Rehabilitation Centre recently. They met our Liaison
Officer, Maisie, who told them all about our work and the
adoption programme. They then took Maisie by surprise
when they presented her with a cheque for RM600
(£112 GBP). Among the group was the Head Tax
Adviser’s wife who had also convinced other wives from
the office to join her.
The group all wore matching pink outfits for the occasion
and even handed the donation over in a glittery pink
envelope. They have chosen to adopt orphan orangutan
Tombi for the Sandakan office. Thank you Ladies!
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Mark Harrison
Borneo Nature Foundation

Centre For Orangutan
Protection (COP)
Orangutan Appeal UK has been working with COP since
2007 supporting them in the rescue and rehabilitation of
orangutans in the Kalimantan region of Indonesian
Borneo. In 2013, COP opened an independent rescue
centre, which is home to 19 rescued orangutans. With
assistance from OAUK it is hoped many of these
orangutans will eventually be released back into the wild.
Here is the latest update from COP:
Baby Alouise was rescued
by the team after being
reportedly kept as a pet.
He is believed to be
around 1 year old and
weighed only 4kg when he
arrived at the centre. It is
not known what happened
to his mother or how old
he was when they were
separated. After a period
of quarantine he was
slowly introduced to the
other young orangutans
and has now joined them Alouise
at forest school.

Ambassadors and Donors
Our Ambassador and Business Partner Jacha Potgieter
who owns the Alpine Coffee Shop and Galeri in Betws-yCoed, Wales recently had a special visit from Channel 4’s
TV programme Who Dares Wins’, who are promoting the
book ‘Remembering Great Apes’, which features Jacha’s
stunning orangutan photograph.
Jacha’s photograph of a beautiful pangolin (which is like
a small anteater) has also been chosen in the top 101
entries in the Africa Geographic Photographer of the
Year competition!
Jacha is always looking for ways to help orang-utans
and on May 13th it was International Hummus Day, so to
celebrate Jacha and his team created a homemade
hummus dish which was served over three days at the
coffee shop. A percentage of the proceeds of each dish
sold were donated to OAUK and he also added a fifth
edition of his ape themed beers – a ‘Bonobo beer’ to
help conservation.
Keen to be a part of the fight against plastic pollution,
Jacha has built a rhino-shaped sculpture where he
encourages locals and visitors to the coffee shop to
deposit their bottle tops to save this plastic ending up in
the oceans and polluting our natural world.

Mary was also kept illegally as a pet after her mother
allegedly died. As soon as she arrived at the centre she
displayed good nest-building and climbing skills, which
would have been taught to her by her mother. As Mary
has already acquired some climbing skills it will help her
in the future but aged only 18 months old she still has a
lot to learn. Despite COP’s ongoing efforts to educate
local communities about the plight of the orangutan,
reports of orangutans being kept illegally as pets do still
occur.
We are pleased to report that two male orangutans, Unyil
and Untung, have successfully completed their
rehabilitation and have been released into the forest. This
is such good news as Untung was rescued from a zoo,
where he had been confined to a bird cage and was
severely malnourished and Unyil was kept illegally as a
pet in appalling conditions in a tiny wooden crate for 5
years!! Now they are both confident and strong
orangutans enjoying a new life in the wild. They join Leci
and Novi who were released last year into a protected
reserve and are being monitored by the COP team.
Thank you to our supporters who have helped to change
the lives of these orangutans.

Unyil

Jacha’s rhino sculpture

OAUK heads to the Island
OAUK Communications Officer John O’Malley recently
took a trip over to the Isle of Wight to meet with Gill
Hogman, wife of the late famous musician Pete
Hogman, after they held a tribute music evening.
Gill told John that her husband had been very fond of
orangutans and that she was delighted to announce that
£500 had been raised for OAUK from proceeds from the
concert, which was attended by many of the island’s
respected musicians. John travelled to the Island to
collect the cheque in a special presentation ceremony
which was attended by the local press.

John at the presentation ceremony

7

Supporters News
Banana Tree

Our long-term business
partner, who run a chain of
Pan-Asian Restaurants,
donate a percentage of sales
from their “Special dish of the
day” to orangutan
conservation. Banana Tree
have now introduced an exciting vegan menu. Thank
you Banana Tree for your continuing support.

Fundraisers

In April Anne-Marie Doe ran her first London Marathon
and raised an incredible £600 for the orang-utans whilst
Ali Northcott ran the Tough Mudder obstacle race raising
£100.
Deciding to turn her passion into a fundraising
opportunity, Louise McCutcheon from Cornwall
organised a yoga event with 3 different yoga classes, a
raffle and vegan food and raised £560

Following her visit to Sepilok, Magdalena Gansch held a
talk about her travels in Asia and asked for a donation
from each attendee which raised a brilliant £590
Lucy and Bren from Halifax took on the challenge of
climbing the Mera Peak in the Himalayas during a three
week expedition. The climb which is over 20,000 feet
high was successful and they raised £1640!

Swimming for their lives - 10 year old Lizzie Evans
from Southampton heard about the plight of the
orangutans and decided to do something positive to
help. As a keen swimmer Lizzie decided she would try to
tackle a mammoth 4km swim.
With help from her parents and the staff at the local
swimming pool, Lizzie’s event was planned and she
started fundraising and training in earnest. Lizzie set up a
Just Giving page and asked all her friends and family to
help her support the orangutans. She also started
swimming 1km at a time to build up her strength and
stamina for the task ahead.
Soon the day arrived and Lizzie’s friends and family
gathered at the pool to cheer her on. Lizzie quickly got
into her stride and onlookers at the pool were inspired by
Lizzie’s challenge and happily donated to the
orangutans. Lizzie completed the 4km distance in 2
hours 40minutes!
Lizzie said “Wow! I did it!! Thank you to all my
supporters, who have donated money and encouraged
me in so many ways”. Lizzie had hoped to reach her
target of £500 but after the funds were counted up she
had actually raised an incredible £1236. WELL DONE
LIZZIE!

Schools and Colleges

Year 5 at St Luke’s school in Sway in Hampshire raised
£520 with a cake and fruit kebab sale. OAUK
Communications Officer John, went to speak to the
children to let them know how their funds would help the
orangutans.

Lizzie Evans
John at St Luke’s school

Four schools from the Fallibroome Academy Trust in
Cheshire came together to hold an Arts and Fundraising
Week with the theme ‘global warriors’. The week
culminated with a performance evening attended by over
500 people where the schools showed their work and
raised over £1160!
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A BIG BIG THANK YOU to our fundraisers for all your
help raising vital funds for the orangutans.
If you would like to join our dynamic fundraising team
contact us on fundraising@orangutan-appeal.org.uk
to get started!

