
 
 

Registered Address: Charbury, Orestan Lane, Effingham, Surrey KT24 5SN 
Tel/Fax: 01590 623443 email: info@orangutan-appeal.org.uk 

Registered Charity No: 1138538 
 

IMPORTANT STATEMENT TO OUR SUPPORTERS 
 
Nature Alert’s Sean Whyte has, in his latest rantings in his open mail, made untrue, 

unfounded and uneducated accusations in an attempt to disgrace the Orangutan Appeal UK 

and its work. He wrote: 

“Seeking a NO KILL policy from the Malaysian palm oil industry should not be an issue, but they have made it into 
one. It’s illegal to kill orangutans, so why don’t they make a public statement saying they won’t? This has caused a 
major storm in Malaysia and here again two different conservation groups are siding with the industry – one, 
ORANGUTAN APPEAL UK, even signed (by its Founder) a letter to me from the officials in Sabah, basically telling 
me to mind my own business and not to criticise the palm oil industry and the death of 300 orangutans in Sabah 
in the last seven years. I say SHAME ON ORANGUTAN APPEAL UK. The action of ORANGUTAN APPEAL UK tells you 
a lot about how some conservation groups will sell their integrity to keep in with Governments no matter how 
bad they are. I see most orangutan groups as little more than docile donkeys - no offence intended to donkeys. 
The other group (HUTAN) who signed the letter is based in Sabah and receives funds from the palm oil industry. 
Time and again, so much so it is normal, I come up against people or groups who won’t speak the truth because 
to do so it could hurt them financially; I see such people as spineless cowards. When did you last hear a 
conservation group speak out or ask you to protest etc? Acting independently I cannot and will not be 
silenced.........though many have tried." 

In an effort to clarify the situation the Appeal has issued the following 
statement... 

Orangutan Appeal UK is a registered UK non-political charity whose aim is solely to rescue, 

rehabilitate and save the endangered orangutans of Asia. 

At no time has the Appeal had any association, dealings or contact with the Malaysian Palm 
Oil Council or sided with them on any matter, and in fact does not even know, and has 

never spoken to, anyone from the Council. 

There is already a NO KILL policy in place in Sabah (including the Palm Oil Plantations) and 
has been for more than 30 years.  Sabah Wildlife Department believe that what is actually 

needed is stronger enforcement laws and are taking action to do this. 

It is a great shame that Sean Whyte spends most of his time making unfounded criticisms 
from behind his desk of NGO’s who are actually working tirelessly in the field to save the 

species and improve the conservation efforts for these beautiful apes. It is this type of 

action that takes away much needed support from the heart of the cause - and is 

detrimental to the orangutans themselves. 

If you would like to receive a copy of the letter which was co-signed by ourselves to Mr Whyte please email 
info@orangutan-appeal.org.uk and we will send it over. 

Sue Sheward MBE 
Chairperson and Founder 
Orangutan Appeal UK 
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