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Temple Bar

National Photography Centre and Gallery of Photography

form of the ground-floor window refers to the journey from light to dark
experienced in a photographic darkroom or the cinema. The use of a
highly personalised language, however, is open to misinterpretation -
here the gallery elevations suggest, erroneously, the presence of a raked
floor auditorium within.

The upper floors of the Photography Centre house the pIT School of
Photography and its collection of darkrooms, studios and teaching
spaces. These uses presented O’Donnell and Tuomey with a fundamental
contradiction — between the architectural desire for light and openings,
and the client requirement for darkness (for both photographic work and
archive storage). This conflict has been resolved by making openings in
the external walls and filling them with zinc cladding. On the main
building, the major openings at roof level indicare the location of the
photographic studios; but here, at least, lightweight infill panels offer the
possibility of window installation at a later date.

Across the square the gallery contains space for photographic exhibi-
tions and allied lecture and workshop events. Entry is from the side, at
the high point of the wedge window leading into a ground-floor book-
shop. The main gallery is above, reached via an opaque-glass stair tower,
Itis a double-height space, announced on the main elevation by the large
window that doubles as the external projection screen. The main room
has a complex section with concealed rooflights and folding exhibition
panels; balcony spaces with small rooms provide a variety of hanging
possibilities. The stair continues upwards to a roof terrace, from where
there are views down to the square,

The small but elegant granite-clad facade adjacent to the gallery
entrance links the square and the new bu ildings to the complex sequence
of spaces of the Irish Film Centre next door, thus extending further the
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