Ten miles west of Duilin,
Metropolitan Warkshop is
making the most of the kst
roar of the Celtic Tiger by
biiilding the new Wown of
Adamstown. But will it be
able to create a sense of
place for the 30,000
peaple projected 1o live
there by 20157

By Hugh Pearman
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O'Donnell + Tuomey

My kind of town

momient, in some ways reminiscent of
Britain in the seew-town era of the 1962
The ‘Celtie Tiger' period of ecanomie growth,
stretehing back 1o the mid-198cs, has resulted
in the most sustained perod of population
increase sinoe before the trgedy of the Famine
in the lae-1846s and the mass emigration [t
engendered - the consegquence of which was a
halving of the population, which fell aits low-
st to about 3 million. Today it slands at 4.35
rillion and is forecast to pass 5 million by
2021, Combined in recent years with the reso-
lution of the Mocthern Ircland problem and
the conacguenl coonomic resurgence north of
the border, this growth has to be managed.
That means building, and los of it But where,
anl Bpowe?
Ireland has & mattonal development plan
which cowisages spending €184bn hetween

Im]nnd finds isclf at an Inirigwing
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2007 and 2013, OF this, €33.60n iy carmarked
for sogial infmstreecturce, including Imuslng.
and €25.8bn for human capital, Including
schools and higher edugatien. Another
tranche is set aside for the trnsport netwark,
with new roads and railway corridors being
planmed. On top of this public nvestmant
comes & less quantifiable Lutsill huge amount
of privite sector money, sspecially in housing
and commerckal buildings,

Public and private sector come together in
the projected 39,000-51rang, 11-neighbour-
hoad community of Adamstown, effectively
a new town on a preenficld site just 10 miles
west of Dublin, Originally masterplanned by
South Diubilin couneil, and given Irelands fivst
strategic development zone ar SDE status,
Adamstown is a brave attemp! to create 2 ‘pre-
dict and provide’ integrated community, built
lay @& privite-seetor consartinm, Chaniridge ¥
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¥ Deselapments, acconding to a clear master-
plan. Unlike much subuarban development, it
will nat be eas-dependent. Indesd = as with
Londons Metraland in the imterwar years,
driven by the existenee of the Metropolitan
Railway = the arrival of the Adamstown rafliviy
stanign and wansport inteechange, designed Ly
BDEs Duabdin office, 100k place in 2007, some
time bicfore theee was much of a community
thaese.

If your ake the hourly wain from Dublin's
Heustan Station - 4 journey of only 12 minutes
- o will find listhe else there yot But some
carly outlying honsing estates, aschool toserve
them, and o pioncer population of aveund
1620, Two bus services also link it to 1he centre,
Bt by 200 5 i1 will havee o population of 30,000,
making it equivalent in size to towns such as
L}rﬂﬂhc{[a or Dundalk. Fn:lll.l:.wing_; thyar, it ig
exproted o double in size to the south, Key to
the development of the town - enshrined in
S0 legislation = is the insistence that infra-
siruekure, amenitics aned services L{"."{“l'[.-1'|1il1:§
Froan selaonls and shops to parks) should keepa
step ahead of residential expansion.

This is where London-based Metropolitan
Workslop comes n. Founded in 2004 by
architects David Prichard and Meil Deely, pre-
viously with MacCarme [ambeson Prichard,
MW and Adamsiown have been growing wp
together, In 2005, having previowsly worked on
MIPFs Ballymmn regencration project, they
won the competition to masterplan Adams-
1 Central, and have boen working o i ever
since, (MW is now also working on an oven
lnrger eontmunity, the 60000-strong Swords
distriet norih of Dublin pear thy aiepor).

AR Adamistown, however, they bave a clean
slieet radier than having to deal with a legacy of
extisting restdents and buildings. They Ieve not
been designing in isalation but develaping
plans far 1he centre alongside a roster of six
leading Irksh arehiteats for the main buildings,
themsclves selocied in competitive nterview,
The main design team thos congsists of Grafion
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Architeets, O Donnel ] + Tusmey, Doty BMitchel
OrDonaghue, O'Mahoney Pike, HER Archi-
tects, HIL Architeets, and Metrapolitan Work-
shop hemselocs, Simon Henley of Buschow
Henlew (noted for his academic study of park-
ing struciweres] bas boen baoughn it te en-ardi-
nate the e parking here, Trains and buses
motwithstanding, it is still thowglt taac ar leasy
half of journeys = and probably many more =
will be made by car Landseape (Grossida]
and lighting {Speirs and Major) designers ae
also closely involeed, alang with engineers
Arup for the sustainability plan, (At the tine
the designs reecived approval, it was 52% ahead
of building regubations in cnergy termis,)
Droely cxcplains that the aim from: the oulser
was to make the centre elearly centeal - of high-
er density than the swerounding arcas, and
with an imerlocking set of facilitics along with
hundreds of homes and a lot of office space. it
ncludes an ‘inner arena’ 263 long by S0m
wite where the maln centeal facilities are
placed. The whole atmosphers of the project

has been differcnt from the UE, he notes:
“Wherever vou work in [reland, there's & joie de
vivee? e says. ‘Everyonc’s cnjoying them-
sebves! He singles out his developer elient, Tude
Byrme 0f Castletharn Construction, for buying
wholelieariedly into the aechiplnning’ stee-
gy he has been pursuing., Amd he reckons the
Trish practices = seue of them familiarwith oo
aperative working from their cacly days as
"Gronp o1, regenerating Dublin's fumons Tem-
ple Bar district = have a different attinude 1o
mast of their UK counterparts, ‘Chemistey s
important, and they all came along prepared to
share ideas!

The scabe of 1he place, notes Docly, 35 arownd
the same as Malmd's West Harbosr, the Dutch
new o of Almere, or a French bastido town
such as Monpazicr. Obviously there is no
peint teving 1w ape these very diffcrent places -
one still shodders a1 the attempts of British
post-wir planners to create wetclimane ver-
sions of their French and Ialian holiday
retreats, a5 o daees at today’s endless name- ¥

Far lalt: Adamstown
is glue west of DuEldin,
linked by mil.

Ladt: prood that
difterent architenis
e waork TrstTully
togeiher,

Bedoaw right:
perspeclive seclion of
Grafton Architecls®
libsary aimd eivic
caenkre,

Boteam: BOPSs
satben, wailing for
the cammuters 1o
anrive,
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b checking of Barcelona - but they do provide
clues interms of linked public spaces, proxim-
ity of parks, the desicability of mixed-use
batildings, wransport and educational infra-
structure and so forth, Decly s elear that the
character of Adamstown should be s own
charaeter, mot a pale imitation of elsewhere,
ard e an architeciural zo0 of competing
cpgos. He cites the way Graftan Architects (the
library) and theadjacent effice and retail build-
ingr by O'Donnel] + Tuomey have an easy vise-
al relationship with cach gther. There are cer-
1ain absolutes such asa 30m height limit in the
cenire and at a few key points clsewhere,
Bather than having ower-prescriptive design
cides for materials, he as beought in the vet-
erant Bergen-based architect Grete Smedal o
preduce suldelines for materiality and colour,

This is the eternal paradox of the new town;
traditional cities acquire their charster inoan
ad-hoe way ower centurics, so how to create a
sense of place averndght? Metropalitan Worl:-
shop's multi-architect appreach = entircly
modernist in oulook, 3 characteristic Ireland
shares with the Netherlunds - Relps here, cou-
pled with what Deely calls the “co-ordinated
vartety' of Grete Smedal’s input, and the care-
ful massing of the town such that one naurally
gravitates towrds the centre, This is something
thsat 15 50 obwious i o histeric town, butl so
cdten flunked in low-denstty new settlements.

Then comes the fact that this is a grid-based
plan where the grid is genthe sulsrerted - with a
Bigrarchy of steeqt widths, moments where
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Top, happy
coexigtence: Gralton
Architects” librany
clvle centre (Teft]
works visually with a
residential block by
O Donned |+ Tusmey
(right).

Abowa: HIL Architacts

ingeniously surround
the hulk of & cinema

wilh lomes and
shops,

i

streets widen into squares of various sizes,
make sudden jiggles, have Buildings that danee
along the street line rather than necessarily
building right up to it The place has a dash of
r\-:-l,‘:tﬂl_riri!:.:h;:n it )

Adamstown looks highly promising and
deserves to suceeed. It reccived its full plan-
ning permission at the end of Aupust, People
are proud of it but they are not aver-cooking it.
Mobody is calling this place a utopia. 1 is, ul-
rately a slighely detached suburb of superlor
ambition. The proof; of course, will ke in the
building. And 2 1o of the character of the plce
will b in thie hands of Bouscbuilders working
inthe neighbourhoods outside the eentral area
o carefully orchestrated by Deely and his col-
leagues at Metropolitan Workshop, Still, he
dares to hope that this can be 2 world-class
exciplar ‘mot only in aschitcetural terms, but
aleo in terms of process’

Beyond that, Adamstown may mark the
cned, rather than the beginning, of anera Years
of plenty in Treland have made it possible, and
naw the inevitable lean period follows, Other
new seitlements may have the desive, but will
they have the means 19 follow itsexanpled



