The development consists of a new housing scheme comprising
of 47 dwellings and a street level community facility in the historic
Liberties area of Dublin. The development proposed to provide
scale, identity and a piece of living city, which connects new de-
velopment in the area to the historic character of the Liberties.
Dublin City Council were anxious to produce an exemplar residen-
tial social housing development in the area, The brief was set out
by Dublin City Council and in consultation with the needs of the
local and new residents.
The project was generated by the construction of the Coombe
Bypass. A back land site was opened up, and the urban design
requirement was for a new street frontage to heal the wounds
caused by the road engineering operation. A new urban corridor
of apartments over retail along Cork Street was developed with
the demolition of existing social housing pockets and the need
for new social housing emerged to relocate residents.
The scheme works between the six story scale proposed in gen-
eral along the new Cork Street corridor and the smaller scale of
the existing houses behind the site. The new buildings are in
brick, with hardwood windows and screens to terraces and roof
gardens. The windows are offset from each other in the walls to
work with the complexity of the residential accommodation with-
in, and to emphasize the continuity of the brick surface. The walls
are modulated with recessed porches and terraces and projecting
bay windows to give a depth and complexity to the building's
edge and an interface between the private world of the house
and the neighborhood. The building cranks along the street line
with landscaped planters and steps at ground level to allow some
privacy to those units accessed from the street,
The main social/play space of the scheme is the triangular court-
yard which provides a secure space via the passive surveillance
from the adjacent apartments. This space is further animated by
the window seats at the ground level, recessed balconies and pro-
jecting winter gardens above.
The scheme opens up two new pedestrian routes through the
main courtyard and the grotto at the east end of the building
which knit into the unding urban fabric, re-making connec-
tions through the urban fabric which were extinguished by the
Coombe Bypass road engineering scheme,
Brick and timber are the main materials usi hoing the existing
housing and industrial buildings in the area and the former use of
the site as a timber yard. The building is an in situ concrete struc-
| ) ture with a brick skin, a typical cavity construction. The concrete
| T i [ | structure allowed the openings in the facade to be offset from
|

each other and also enabled a greater flexibility with apartment
layouts by stepping the internal party walls vertically, The window
openings recess a full brick, giving the openings as greater sense
of depth. All openings have solid hanging brick lintels and brick
sills to create an illusion of punching through the brick facade. The
courtyard is paved in a carpet of brick to match the facade. Iroko
timber windows and timber screens are left untreated.

O'Donnell + Tuomey
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1. brick outer beaf
Mo Moetar joints
G0mm kingspan thermal wall
TWSD insulation
215enm RC 1o ENG. SPEC.
12mm sand / coment pla
with 3mm skin

2. hatlen ribsiot channal
hatfen HTS-B te

3.38/17 HTA channal

4, hatfen HMA back
SUPPOA SYStem to
suit loading and cavity
with 3817 HM channed
weided 10 battom

5. hatfan hanger [special) chv *6 x 70 dawel

6. 2no. 38/ 17 HTA hatlen channal
7. 38/ 17 HTA channod with M12
1 balt for hanger and HL channal
8. untreated iroko windaw
9. ¥0mem powdercoated sieel ballustrade
10. 4mm powdercoated mild steel
sl with PDC dressed into
window flashings
on 30mm insulation
on slate cavity closer
11. Bmm marmoleurn
100mm structusal scrood
125mm precast “wideslab® floor ums
gymoc MF system suspendod celing
15mm plastedboard with 3mm skin

12, bk to togp of balustrade
wath siate canity closer
and stepped DFC
bock outes leal
e s jonts

kings;
102 5mm blodowork
beick mner laal
lime maar joints
13, 50 precast concrete laving flag
(450 450/ B0mm)
adjustable suppor system
minirmum haight 17mm.
manirmium diametes of basa 150mm
on scrivsck padesirial
2mm non-woven polyester flaece
BOmm extruded polyester msulation
thesmal conductivity 0.027 Wymik
lonaud - ingulation pohyioam rooiboard
20men mastc asphalt, permaphalt
in 2 coats
on black sheeting felt
100mm structural screed (rmmirmum)
landd 10 falis (1 ma. 140, 6mm
125mm precast “wideslal?® floor unins.
14. 70mm ingsulation
kingspan thermafioor TF70 sero ODP
44/ 75mm treated furings @ 300 CRS
insact mesh
25/75mm untreated woko boarding
10mm gap for vantilation

Progect: Timberyard Socisl Housing

Architects: O'Donnedl -+ Tuomay

Structural enginear: Downes Associates

Cuantity surveyors: Boyd Creed Sweett Limigag
Mechanical [ Electrical engineer: Buro Happold
Archasologists: Archasclogical Technology Lig
Fire consultants: Michael Slatiery + Associates
Contractor: Tewmlink Construction Lid

Baspoke extemal josmery: GEM Manutacturing Con
Spacialist jonery: Specialist Joinery Group Ltd
Handrails/ Balustrades: TARA Stainless

Biick soffits: Ancon System, Long Construction
Winter gardens: Kilcoole Steel
Brick: Lagan Brick Lid
Terrazzo: P.J Ryand Son
Location: Dublin, lreland
Bidg. area: 3,800m"
Design: 2001
Construction: 2007.3 ~2009.4

Phaotograph: ©@Dennis Gabern /VIEW pictures
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