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The Olympicopolis scheme will see outposts of the V&A, Sadler's Wells and Washington DC’s Smithsonian line

DANIEL HAMBURY

Eastern Eden

LYMPICOPOLIS is an ugly designing the V&A and Sadler's Wells,
name for a beautiful idea ggbert Allies & Marrison the flats, the fashion
— the creation of a museumn Varl college and the Smithsonian. A
and education complex at ~ Architecture Critic comperition to design UCL East has just
thesouthend oftheQueen - 4% been launched.

Elizabeth Olympic Park, The name
derives from Albertopolis — the
nickname given to Prince Albert's
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the wake of the Grear Exhibidon of 1851
that saw the building of grand edifices
including the Nanural History Museum,
the Albert Hall and the Victoria and
Albert Museum.

The 21st-century version for east
London, in plans seen for the first time
by the Standard, promises to deliver a
string of architectural pearls along
Stratford Waterfront (fronting the River
Lea just south of the stadium) that are
of a scale and unity of conception not
seen in London for generations. It will,
in contrast to formal South Ken, see
cultural institutions in brick and sreel
where the public will be encouraged
to roam through perforared ground
floors and along linking riverside
rerraces with outdoor performance
and exhibition spaces.

Outposts of the V&A, Sadler’s Wells
and Washington DC’s mammoth

Both practices are combining their
talents with the landscapers on the
surrounding public realm that is an
integral part of the vision. They have
enviable pedigrees, most notably
O’'Donnell & Tuomey’s wonderful
perforated brick cliff at the Saw Swee
Hock Student Centre for the London
School of Economics and the complex
warmth of the Lyric Theatre in Belfast.
Allies & Morrison was responsible for
enlivening the Festival Hall and the
recent Rambert dance company
building nearby.

And it is the Sourh Bank rather more
than South Ken that provides an
approximate precursor, with its
riverfront promenade, the
multifunctional, free roaming foyer of
the Festival Hall and the cohesive
sweep of Brutalist culture boxes from
the Queen Elizabeth Hall to the
National Theatre.

Smithsonian musewn complex will line The Stratford Waterfront images
up alongside a new home for the showasuite of brick-clad cantilevering
relocating London College of Fashion's  forms that form a familial clusrer

5,000 students and 500 staff and two
30- to 40-storey residential towers,

(details are far from set) on a podium
above the terraces. The V&A is clnsest

Around a nearby bend in the river a 1o the bridge, flanked by Sadler’s Wells

second campus for University College  and the London College of Fashion,

London - UCL East — promises to  with the Smithsonian jurting forward .

embed irs 13,000 students and staffin - towards the water.

the local community. The area will be approached from the
Dublin architects O'Donnell & bridge from the Westfield Centre

Tuomey and London-hased Allies &  (entrance through the gift shop?) and

Maorrison are shaping the E1.3billion
vision. The Government is providing
E141million and the London Legacy
Development Corporation and the

past the stadium. Further south,
beyond the cultural precinct, is the
International Quarter — an office and
commercial zone that includes the new

Greater London Authority a further headquarters for Transport for London
£198million. The institutions by Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners.

themselves and private sector funding O'Donnell & Tuomey cite the towers
will contribute £789million and a enclosing New York's Central Park,
further £180 million is being fundraised  pieces on a chessboard and the still life
philanthropically. A planning forms in the paintings of Italian artist

application is expected by the end of
the year. O’'Donnell & Tuomey is

Giorgio Morandi as inspiration. “The
effect is to move the city closer to the

Mystery o;_wlllln lies m—-- “

plane once crashed ~ the symbolism

THEATRE of this dangerous landmark
GERMAN SKERRIES reverberates through the play.
Orange Tree, Richmond The other characters are Jack’s wife
ook ol v Carol and Ma::lin‘s [:'}iﬁl;dh-ﬁcel&a;;. All
appear rudderless, threaten
HENRY HITCHINGS hazards they can't quite see.
Alice Hamilton’s production
ROBERT Holman's best- accentuates the writing’s
known play s called surreal humour, while also
Malking Nolse Quietly, savouring its moments of
’.,.# and irs title sums up his | dreamy eseapism.
g restrained approach to Howard Ward brings
articularing powerful low-key gravitas to
" Serric, whichaeh S bR
- Skerries, whic| it nicely suggests Jack’s
nicorette gth MarCh 20]6 been staged since its 1977 ~ lack of confidence and his
: ¢ premiere, is a typically natural charm, and Katie
QuickMist watchful piece about buried Moore, pictured, captures Carol’s
emotion and self ; mix of optimism and defiant
Near the mouth of the River Tees,on  practicality. Above all Holman's voice
a sticky sumumer afternoon, middle- is given space to breathe, and a play
aged teacher Martin meets fellow that could feel modestly wistful
birdwatcher Jack, a young factory instead seems with mystery.
worker. They discuss the Skerries, a B Untdl April 2 (020 8940 3633,
cluster of rocks where a Lufrwaffe orangerreetheatre.co.uk)
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stadium and the park,” says John
Tuomey, G1. *1t will intensify the urban
grain and make the stadium and park
feel more special.”

Sheila O'Donnell, 62, points out that
the site is trickier to manage than first
appears, with an 8m drop between the

Westfield bridge and the water: “We
set up the idea of the podium, ramped
promenades, dips, pockets and places
between the buildings for pmgmnumd
and un-programmed spaces

People will be enoou.raged to take a
shortcut though the V&A from the

bridge to the waterfront, for
example.
“Everything has two entrances so you
canwalk through at ground level,” adds
Bob Allies, 63. *The assumption is that
[stylistic] diversity is a good thing, but
I'minterested in how the buildings can

Buliding blocks:
the Stratford
Waterfront plan,
left, showing (left
to right) the
residential towers,
London College of
Fashion. the
Smithsonian,
Sadler’s Wells

and the V&A.
Above, how

the development
fits into the
Olympic Park

‘Diversity
is easy —
unity is
more
difficult’

be more like each other, Diversity is easy
— unity is more difficult.”

Close collaboration on the composition
of the building forms is essential, says
O'Donnell, “so it doesn’t end up as lots
of different things on a tray”.

The shift to east London will alsa be

up alongside new university campuses. The architects talk through their £1.3 billion vision for the Olympic Park

marked by an emphasis on making as
muich as consuming culrure - Sadler’s
Wells, for example, will incorporate a
choreography school and hip hop
academy aswell as a 600-seat theatre.
The V&A East will emphasise design,
architecture, art and performance and
will encourage public participation.
The new Design Museum opening in
Kensington later this year will face stiff
competition when Stratford Waterfront
is completed at the end of the decade.

HILE the buildings’

frontages will face

south to the sun and

the Lea, their rears on

Carpenters Road will
alsa be lively, with conservation work-
shops and the like, akin ro similar areas
in New York’s Chelsea. 0'Donnellisalso
afan of the special character of pockets
of the West End where you come across
the stage door of a theatre and a largely
blank fagade punctuated by small
dressing room windows. It's part of the
physical complexity and unexpected
pleasures of a metropolis.

Each instirution will not only have its
own architectural individuality within
this brick-faced family phoro but will
form separate elements of the podium
so that each can be altered or
redeveloped separately over rime. A
common failing of many contemporary
large developments is that they
masquerade as distinct buildings
above ground but are conjoined
megastructures below, which are
difficult to adapt over time.

All very promising — as long as the
architects’ vision is not compromised.
The Olympic site’s history is patchy in
this respect: witness the Athletes’
Village, which looks like something
thrown up for workers at a mobile
phone factory in Guangzhou.

For Stratford Warerfront, the LLDC
has the role of both development
promoter and planning authority and
even the presence of internal “Chinese
walls” makes this a less than
satisfactory arrangement, But at least
being a quasi-public body should mean
that the cultural precinct’s squares and
terraces will form part of a
genuine public realm.

Now can we just do something about
the awful Olympicopolis name,
please?
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Buy One Get One Free
Stella Cherry Tree

|1[||n £21.99

e Beautiful, fragrant cherry blossom

from early March each year

e Grown on dwarf rootstock - perfect

for any garden or patio pot

® [ncredibly easy to grow and sell-fertile too

e Supplied as 1.2m tall bare-root trees.
Each will grow to approx. 2-2.5m.

Code: 200138
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Bring sume

Code: 510154
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Only £25.98

Mediterranean
style ta your garden.

Supplied 1.2-1.4m
& Drought tolerant
» Hardy and evergreen

& Slow growing
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