


David Chipperfield established David
Chipperfield Architects in 1985. He was Professor
of Architecture at the Staatliche Akademie der
Bildenden Kuenste, Stuttgart in 1995-2001

and Norman R. Foster Visiting Professor of
Architectural Design at Yale University in 2011.
He has taught and lectured worldwide at schools
of architecture in Austria, Italy, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom, and the United States. In 2012
David Chipperfield curated the 13th International
Architecture Exhibition of the Venice Biennale.
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Portrait by Amelia Stein.

Sheila 0’Donnell was born in Dublin, Ireland in 1953. John Tuomey was born in Tralee, Ireland
in 1954. They graduated University college Dublin (UCD) in 1976. In 1988, They founded
0’Donnel + Tuomey. Since then, they have built widely in Ireland and have worked together
for alomost 30 years. They received the RIAI Gold Medal for “Ranelagh Multidenominational
School” in 2005. In 2015 they received the RIBA Royal Gold Medal. They both teach at
University College Dublin and have lectured at schools including Harvard, Princeton, Cambridge
and the AA.
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Portraits © Hisao Suzuki.

Rafael Aranda, Carme Pigem and Ramon Vilalta are architects since 1987 and founded their
own studio RCR Aranda Pigem Vilalta Arquitectes in 1988 in their hometown Olot, Spain.
They achieved the National Culture Award of Catalonia in 2005 and are Chevalier de 1'Ordre des
Arts et des Lettres de la République Francaise since 2008, Honorary Fellows of the American
Institute of Architecture (AIA) since 2010, Honorary Fellows of the RIBA Royal Institute of
British Architects since 2012 and were most recently awarded the Gold Medal by the Académie

d’Architecture Frangaise in 2015. Since 1989 they are architectural consultants to the National
Park in the Volcanic Zone of La Garrotxa.
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Portraits courtesy of the architect. Portrait by Ed Reeve.

David Adjaye was born in Tanzania in 1966. He earned a B.Arch. from London South Bank
University in 1990, and an M.Arch. from the Royal College of Art in 1993 In 1994 he set up

his first office. In 2000 He reformed his studio as Adjaye Associates which now has offices in
London, New York, and Accra, with projects through world the world. He has taught at the Royal
College of Art, AA school in London , and has held distinguished proffesorship of Pennsylvania,
Yale and Princeton. He is currently the John C. Portman Design Critic in Architecture at
Harvard. He was awarded the OBE for services to architecture in 2007.
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Smiljan Radic was born in 1965 in Santiago,
Chile. He graduated from the Catholic University
of Chile School of Architecture in 1989 and
studied at the University Institute of Architecture
Venice. In 2001 he was chosen as the Best Chilean
Architect under the age of 35 by the College of
Architects of Chile. In 2009 he was named an
Honorary Fellow of the American Institute of
Architects. He has given numerous conferences
and held expositions in the USA, Spain, Norway,
Austria, Italy, Mexico and Argentina.
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O’Donnell + Tuomey

Hudson House

Navan, Ireland 1998 (Age at the time of completion: Sheila 0’Donnell 45 years old, John Tuomey 44 years old)
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— What kind of vision did you have for this house?

We were working on the Hudson House at the same time as
designing our local primary school in Ranelagh. We have not
done many private houses in our career, no more than six,

but each house has acted as some kind of test for ideas in our
work; through these smaller works we have experimented with
approaches for the architecture of public projects. At the time
we were interested in cutting the building into the ground of

the site. We wanted to explore how the architecture of a project
might be discovered from observation of existing site conditions.
We approached the design from first principles, intending that
the experience of the house would not be separable from a close
reading of its situation. Although the house is built in a secluded

back garden, we thought of the project as a part of the topography

of the town. The central courtyard is like a town square in the
plan of the house.
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— How did the vision evolve over the years?
We learned a lot about economy as an architectural principle ol
the construction process of this simple little house. Each trade
carried out as a separate contractual element. Site preparations ‘
and drainage were done as preliminary works, followed by a
different contractor for the concrete foundations, retaining and
rising walls. With the concrete structure of the house completec
the rest of the work was carried out by various tradesmen,
carpenters, electricians, plumbers etc. Without this experiment
in the consequential phases of construction we could not have
managed the complexity of building the Furniture College
Letterfrack on its remote and inaccessible site in Connemara %
the west of Ireland. And, in turn, this experience led us to the 8
strategy for the Glucksman Gallery at University College Cork.
Seen from this distance, twenty years after, we can say that the.
Hudson House marks the beginning of a site-specific form-findk
which became an important direction in our way of working.
At this moment we are concentrating on public works, with n0
private houses on the immediate horizon.



Site plan (scale: 1/750)/RER (#ER : 1/750)

Second floor plan./” 2B FHEIX
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Longitudinal section and ground floor plan (scale: 1/150)/ EFWERS L O ERFER R : 1/150)
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Opposite, 2 images: Site for this house
Was previously a narrow linear garden
hind existing restaurant. Clients
"eeded to be near to but separated
m their work.
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This page, above: View of living room
from bedroom tower. Living room and
bedroom tower are positioned on either
side of sunken courtyard. Living room
roof is at the same level as adjoining
back gardens. This page, below: View
of entrance side of living room. This
page, 2 sketches: Study for bedroom
tower. Opposite: Flagstone floor
surface extends without interruption
from living room into courtyard and
window frames are set flush with wall
linings and floorboards.
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