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Central European University

O'Donnell+Tuomey

This is the first phase of a campus masterplan for the Central
European University in Budapest, Hungary. The project
changes the relationship of the university and the city.
Phase 1 provides a public face for the university, a new en-
trance on axis with the Danube, a library and learning café
for citizens and students. The campus becomes integrated
with the urban realm.

The brief was to design a new 35,000m?* Campus on a World
Heritage site in central Budapest, incorporating all Univer-
sity Departments and facilities. The scheme involves the
radical transformation of five adjoining, previously discon-
nected, historic buildings and the construction of two new
buildings.

Budapest is a city of courtyards and passageways. The
streetscape is repetitive in plot dimension and only slightly
varied in parapet height. The contemporary expression of
the new building at Nador 15 is designed tc be in sympa-
thetic conversation with its neighbours. The limestone fa-
cade is locally sourced from the same quarry as most of the
historic buildings in the city. This is the first new building to

be built in recent times in this historically protected context.

The existing CEU campus consisted of adjoining buildings,

each with their own entrance, with minimal interconnectiv-

ity between them. The architects identified opportunities
to intervene in this downtown urban block, to make what
was a disconnected and disparate set of buildings into an
open campus. The campus was transformed into a meta-
phorical crossroads by employing a process of selective
subtraction and addition. By a carefully considered "surgi-
cal”strategy exist'ing and new facilities are linked through a
legible sequence of connected courtyards, The functional
layout provides easy communication between interrelated
adjacencies, clusters connected by social spaces, encour-
aging interaction and collaboration between academic
departments.

A phased strategy was proposed, making connections
between existing courtyards, demolishing inefficient build-
ings and designing new buildings around a series of courts.
Courtyards are roofed over to provide a tempered environ-
ment from the climatic extremes in winter and summer, The
courtyards are the campus, providing circulation system
and social space. Openings are cut through to provide vi-
sual connections. Flying staircases interconnect department
offices to teaching spaces.

The new building on Nador Utca forms the main entrance to

the University. It houses the library and learning commons
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over a multi-purpose auditorium and conference facilities.
The adjoining building is radically refurbished to provide a
covered courtyard for public events, with a business school
and teaching spaces at upper levels. A roof garden straddles
both buildings to provide views over the city skyline.

The palette of materials has been selected for their endur-
ance and natural material qualities that give character to
the overall appearance. Stone, timber, concrete, and steel
form the fabric of the internal public spaces, with bespoke
furniture used throughout the building. The new facades
are constructed with local limestone, designed to empha-
size the geometric quality of the building and continuing

the tradition of solidity and permanence of the Budapest

stone architecture.
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detail 5 8

1. reception 2. rear auditorium 3. front auditorium 4. stage 5. cafe
6. event court 7. cloakroom 8. classroom 9. spiral stair 10. meeting room

ground floor

1. foyer 2. rear auditorium 3. front auditorium 4. stage
5. greenroom 6. plant 7. garage 8. spiral stair
first floor below ground
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1. foyer 2. classroom 3. learning cafe 4. library reception 5. social space
6. spiral stair 7. library entrance stair 8. meeting room
second floor
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1. foyer 2. classroom 3. tiered classroom 4. social space 5. spiral stair
first floor
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1. reading hall 2. classroom 3. groupwork room 4. library office
8. copy station 6. library stair 7. social space
fourth floor
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1. reading hall 2. classroom 3. groupwork room 4. library office 5. copy station
6. library entrance stair 7. library stair 8. social space 9. meeting room
third floor
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1. roof terrace 2. planter 3. study boxes 4. pergola
5. community garden 6. boiler room 7. mechanical court
seventh floor
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1. reading hall 2. classroom 3. library reception 4. library office
5. copy station 6. library stair 7. social space 8. mechanical court

sixth floor
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Project: Central European University / Location: Nador u. 9, 1051 Budapest, Hungary
Architec ‘Donnell + Tuomey

Directors: Sheila O'Donnell, John Tuomey / Associate: Mark Grehan / Project architect: Ciara Reddy / Architects: Anne Louise Duignan,

Brian Barber, Jitka Leonard, Geoff Brouder, Henrik Wolterstorff / Architectural assistants: Kevin Q'Brien, Jonathan Janssens, Gary Wa
Iseult O'Clery, Lauren Small, Edin Gicevic
Local archi

ston, Agnes Légar,

i engir elevill FZ / Fire consultant: Takacs-Tetra
> architect: Gardenworks / Quantity surveyor: Tormlin
al European University
7m? [ Gross floor area: 15,638m? / Completion: 2016.10
Photograph: ©@Tamés Bujnovszky (courtesy of the architect) (except as noted)
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©Daniel Vegel (courtesy of t.ﬁe architect)

@Daniel Vegel [courtesy of the architect)
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