Competitions

Liverpool School
of Architecture

Asthe jury assessas the six
finalists, Marco lukano and Alan
Berman describe the process of
choosing anarchitect for the new
architecture schaol building

Can an architectural competition identify not
omlv the best prolesieonals, bul alse alks
them the opportunity to gquestion the brief?
bore generally, by exposing and making the
AL COMmEnILY react to e propasals
of imaginative practices. can we initiate a
rethink of the potential of architeciure in
todays socieny? These were the questions

sef at the |_1|,lginni11.]; ol our jemey o choose
an architect for the new University of
Liverponol School of Archirecture. We wanted
Tor challenpe some curment preeccupsalions of
the architectural profession. and also suggest
a redefinition of architectural education for
e twenty-fisst century. We aimed for @ new
bailding respectful of tradition, bt
ambiticus enough to anticipate fuiure
divectbons tn architecrure, and how b miaght
be taught

The scheol — the first to be accredited by
RKIBA, amad wihere Max Fry, Willion Haollord,
James Stirling and Colin Bowe studied -
needed a thoughiful reorganisation of its
@St accommodation as well s mew spoe,
50 an innovative vision was developed with
the university's estates depariment., which is
responsible for the masterplan soracegy.

The scheol aspired toowse the competition
to achieve excellent architecture and serve
as 4 learning opportunity for students. The
sedectpon procedure has been smiciume] nol

— 5 is too often the case — by the imposition

of an architect from aboyve, but throwgh an
inclusive process of delsabe, assessment ancd
selection by the school community and a panel
of eminent judges. This route is appropriate for
a school of architecture, which will gakn wide
benefit froam the process, ensuring a coincidenoe
of approach bebween architect and wsers.

PMropesal by Hawarth Toempkios, whe
plan “a space T making noase. fur
displaving work. for Gabrication, for
irviting the public in®.

Right

Froposal by Carmewly Groarke, whix
empluasize the pole of architeciume
as a sacial amd practcal art. “piven
disciplize by the physol processes
of desten arsd making™.

Balow right

Mroposal by Gradtan Arclitects, wis
envisage The new budlding as a “place
of dliscovery, a laborabory of the
imagInation®.

A& winmer will be selected dommn che
i rimalises by & jury comsprising Tane
Jirecior Mara Ralshavar, prialissot
Fermeth Franrpton, archifest Juhani
Pallasmiza. and Michae] Wilfard,
former partner of Liverpoal alumnuas
Jamies Sirling and visiting prodesar.




It also avoids the potential pirfalls of a process
riin by an ouisicle eoncaliant which meght
deliver an architect with whem the client and
users have little sympathy. 1t is a maodel that
any univessiny could follow, regandless of the
imtended use of the building

A long list of 18 practices was drawn up,
in theee categories o ensuee architecs with
cliverse experience and backgrounds would
have a chance to compete: internationally
established [including Pritzker Prize, EU Mics
Avward and Eoyal Gold Medal winnersi those
with a strong background in building for
education or in historic contexts; and younger
upoming architects. To allow students and
staff meaningtul involvement, all first round
submissions were presented at an all-schood
meeettng, Evervone then voted o select the
nine practices that went foraand,

The students could see that even the most
suceessiul architects nesd o communicane
their ideas in public and are subject to critical
review., A simnilar process was followed by the
schood and wniversiny 1o select the final six
= bwo from each category = o present their
proposals ai a public event in June. The six are
Carmody Groarke, Ga Architects, Grafion
Architects, O'Donnell & Toomey, Haworth
Tompkins and Eric Pammy Architects.
Established in 1894, the school moved nto
% cuirent PI‘E‘I11i$I."$ in the erdy 19308 when
head Charles Reilly and colleagues designed
the Leverhulme building, attached 1o several
Ceerorgran ownhouses on Aleroromly Souare,
at the heart of the campus, In 1988, motors
and practising architects Dave King and Bob
MeAllister completed a further addition,
currently housing the main teaching and
studio spaces.
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Thirty vears Llater, the competitors have
responaled with respect o this history. Along
the way, in the second stage, we asked them
to ariculate the architectural qualities of
thelr previows wark, @ allow critical analysis
of their appropriateness for this demanding
project. We chose five “guality indicators':
atention e place, context and scale; the
capacily o generate space with character
and atmosphere; the production of tectonics,
miateriality and ractile experience; the
|1rg:|11is:|1'inn, arulanon and detnl: and
cnvircnmental responsibility and weathering.
In the third and final smage they have fully
embrace] the challenge, producing peopoesals
far beyond the assignment while remaining
realistic about feasibility and budget. The
Jury faces a difflouls cholce, but the school
is almeady benefitting foom the architects’
efforts, well before the scaffolding moes up. A
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Propesal by O Domisel] & Tuceney,

whe [ocus om “civic purpose, material
presence, ark poetic pobential, aspiring
to an archivecture of usefol beauy™.

Laft

Propesal Ty G Architects, wihw see the

proess ol construcling the baikling as

an educational stivity (e empewer and
challenge studeni=.

Balow beft

Prapesal by Eric Parry Archiiteos, who
imtersl o form a collalararion with
sludemts arx] stall in U Selivery team.
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