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Sadler’s Wells East
aims to be ‘National
Theatre of dance
world’

Sadler’s Wells’ new east-London venue will be

a National Theatre for the dance world,

artistic director Alistair Spalding has

declared.

Spalding was speaking on November 9 at a

launch event for Sadler’s Wells East, where

further details were revealed about the new

building.

As recently announced, the venue in the East

Bank cultural quarter of Stratford’s Queen

bo

O'Donnell and Tuomey's designs for Sadler's Wells East's
foyer
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Elizabeth Park is set to open its doors in

2023.

Designed by architecture firm O’Donnell and

Tuomey, Sadler’s Wells East will include a

550-seat auditorium with a stage and a fly

tower the same size as Sadler’s Wells’ main

venue in Angel. The seats can be retracted to

create a flexible space.

During the launch event, Sadler’s Wells

executive director Britannia Morton said the

building will also include six studio spaces,

most of which will have access to terraces

where artists can relax during breaks, as well

as bars, cafes and a stage in the foyer for

community groups.

There will also be an outdoor performance

area so the dance can "spill out of the building

into the public realm".

The majority of Sadler’s Wells’ production

work will take place in the East London venue

from 2023.

Spalding said: "The six studios and other

workshop spaces will also be an engine room

of dance production, to enhance our existing

reputation of producing high-quality dance

work and provide more opportunities for

research and development.
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"Sadler’s Wells East will enable us to support

the creative process more fully by housing the

entirety of the production process in one site.

"There are no equivalent production houses

to the National Theatre in the dance world,

and the Stratford development will be a step

change for the art form."

Spalding added the new mid-scale venue will

be a "stepping stone for artists moving from a

small to large scale" and that there will be an

emphasis on supporting and presenting work

by black artists and people of colour.

The artistic director also announced the

appointment of a number of programming

advisers across all four of the organisation’s

venues, as part of a commitment to

"continuing to make sure the work we present

includes that of under-represented forms,

aesthetics and genres."

Kimberley Harvey will advise on work from

deaf and disabled artists, Alesandra Seutin

has been appointed to advise on work from

Africa and its diaspora and Vicki Igbokwe will

share her expertise for work from the
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Caribbean and its diaspora. There will also be

an adviser for work for families and children,

who is yet to be appointed.

The organisation has also created a South

Asian Dance Advisory Board, which is chaired

by Farooq Chaudhury and Vidya Patel.

Sadler’s Wells East will house the previously

announced Choreographic School and Hip

Hop Theatre Academy, which is a free two-

year course for 16-to-19-year-olds offering

intensive training in hip hop.

During the launch event, academy leader and

Breakin’ Convention artistic director Jonzi D

said: "Breakin’ Convention’s professional

development programmes grew out of a need

to fill a gap in the progression routes for hip-

hop artists making theatre.

"Most conservatoires lack an understanding

or even an interest in the values or the

practice of breakin’ and rap, so we want to

change that with the Hip Hop Theatre

Academy, which will explore the artistic

disciplines of hip hop as theatrical tools."

The event was also attended by deputy mayor

for culture and the creative industries Justine

Simons, who said: “London needs big

forward-looking, ambitious creative projects

as we recover from this pandemic – and



culture and the creative industries will play a

huge role in our economic recovery.

“These exciting plans from Sadler’s Wells

demonstrate the vision behind the East Bank

project – the most ambitious new project of

its kind for more than 150 years."


