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THE COLLEGE
In section one we will introduce you to the College, our ethos and values 

– what makes us tick. We’ll tell you about our history and why we’ve been 
at the centre of art and design education in the UK for over 170 years.  
But when you’re choosing where to study you’ll also need to consider 

where we’re based; luckily we’re in Leeds, one of the UK’s liveliest and 
creative cities, which offers art and design students everything they 

could need.
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Image provided by Yorkshire Sculpture Park  
Reproduced by permission of The Henry Moore Foundation

Photographer: Jonty Wilde
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“The creative  
habit is like  

a drug.

The particular 
obsession  
changes,  
but the  

excitement,  
the thrill of your 
creation lasts.”

Henry Moore
Student at Leeds College of Art 

 1919 – 1921
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To a great extent, our reputation goes before us: 
Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth studied here,  
as did, more recently, Marcus Harvey, Damien Hirst, 
Danny Sangra and Omar Kashoura. However, we 
never allow complacency. We work extremely hard to 
remain a leading centre for art and design education, 
choosing from among the brightest international 
potential to produce some of the most sought after 
creative talent. And we’ve been doing this for 170 
years.

Leeds College of Art is one of only a few independent 
art schools in the UK, our students enjoy a small, 
close-knit community in a creative atmosphere where 
anything feels possible. We believe this is the best 
environment in which to grow as an artist or designer. 
But don’t just take it from me: while still with us, 
many of our students win some of the most prestigious 
international competitions and awards. 

There is one further important point I’d like to make: 
there’s a real-life feel to studying here. You’ll have 
countless opportunities to learn from, network with 
and work for some of the best names in your chosen 
field, thanks to our contacts with industry and 
practising artists and designers. This adds a vital 
perspective to your studies, helps to build your  
CV and will enhance your career. 

I’m delighted that you’re considering coming to 
Leeds College of Art, where you’ll be immersed in  
an atmosphere which will help you to discover your 
own individual talents and potential, where hard 
work really pays off, and where you have all the 
resources you need for your ideas to take shape.

W
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HELLO

Jessica Taylor 
BA(Hons) Printed Textiles 
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Over the last 170 years, we’ve built an international 
reputation as one the UK’s leading independent 
art colleges. We are a specialist art and design 
institution meaning the entire College is dedicated 
to the study of art, design and crafts, and all the 
support structures are in place to help you 
achieve your goals.

In the Guardian Education League Tables for  
2016 we were the highest ranked independent  
art college in the Design & Crafts table and highly 
ranked for other subject areas. Excellent staff: 
student ratios mean you’ll benefit from as much 
personal attention and expert advice as you’ll need.

Whether you join us to study for a degree, 
masters or a further education course (after 
GCSEs or A-levels), you’ll encounter a friendly 
and supportive environment at Leeds College  
of Art. Our students settle in quickly, benefiting  
from the best possible start to their studies. 

Our Creative Staff 
We have committed staff who help to create  
and uphold the values that are fundamental to our 
success. Our expert tutors and helpful workshop 
technicians are all highly experienced in art and 
design. Many of them continue to be actively 
involved in the creative industries—so they’re 
well-connected and fully up to date with current 
practice. They share two major goals: to 
encourage, support and develop you to reach 
your full potential and to prepare you to build  
a successful career after you leave us.

Our Excellent Facilities 
All our resource is invested in facilities for students 
studying art and design - we pride ourselves on  
our state-of-the-art facilities, including fantastic 
studios, workshops, exhibition spaces, cafés and 
libraries. You’ll have everything you need, to take 
your ideas wherever you want them to go.  
You’ll also be learning the same industry-standard 
techniques, processes and software you’ll use when 
you graduate, which means you’ll have great skills 
to take into the workplace. In 2014 we won the 
What Uni Student Choice Award for UK University 
with the Best Facilities in the UK – based on the 
votes of 26,000 UK students.

Integrated with Industry 
Your future success is our goal, so we do 
everything we can to maximise your contact with 
industry and with practising artists and designers. 
We offer opportunities to do live briefs, competitions, 
exhibitions, work experience and much more, and 
we’ll also help you with your CV, interview and 
business skills. You also have the opportunity to 
enter major competitions and many courses exhibit 
at London trade shows such as New Designers, 

Graduate Fashion Week, D&AD New Blood and 
Free Range. Every June the whole of the College is 
transformed into a huge temporary gallery, and the 
doors to the end of year show are thrown open to 
the public, media and the creative industries, many 
of whom are talent-spotting and looking to recruit.

Validated by The Open University 
Our degrees and masters have been developed by  
our specialist staff and are validated by the Open 
University, which has an international reputation  
for the high academic quality of its degrees.

Find Out More 
Our programme pages are sure to whet your 
appetite, but there’s still lots more to tell. So if you 
want to know more or have any questions, you can: 

•  Come and have a look! There are opportunities  
to visit us throughout the year, our open days are  
a great way to meet programme leaders, talk to 
current students, and see the kind of work you 
could produce. Come to one of our open days see: 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/opendays

• Visit our website at www.leeds-art.ac.uk 

•  See some of our students’ work online:  
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/student-showcase

•  Like our Facebook page  
(under Leeds College of Art). 

•  Follow us on Twitter: @LeedsCofArt

•  Follow us on Pinterest: uk.pinterest.com/leedsart

•  Follow us on Instagram:  
instagram.com/leedscofart

• Visit us at a UCAS Fair: www.ucas.com

Our Sites 
Blenheim Walk is where our degree and masters 
courses run. It’s just 10 minutes’ walk from the City 
Centre and our other building at Vernon Street  
(see the map on page 13). 

Our City Centre site at Vernon Street is where  
our further education courses take place. 

Both buildings are on main bus routes and within 
walking distance of the train station. Close by, you’ll 
find reasonably priced supermarkets and shops, as 
well as bars, restaurants, nightlife, entertainment, 
shops, museums and galleries. 

Introducing Leeds C
ollege of A
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HERE
WE

Directions 
By Car: 
You can find us via satellite navigation or on  
Google maps: 
Blenheim Walk building — LS2 9AQ 
Vernon Street building — LS2 8PH

Blenheim Walk car park is usually full during the 
day, although spaces are available for visitors after 
5pm. The nearest public car park is the multi-
storey, 400 metres away, at Woodhouse Lane. 
This is clearly signposted and easily accessed 
from the inner ring road. There is no parking at 
our Vernon Street building, we would recommend 
the nearby Merrion Centre, or The Light.

By Train 
Leeds train station is a 10-minute walk from our 
Vernon Street building, and 20 minutes from the 
Blenheim Walk building. Taxis and buses are 
available from the station forecourts.

By Bus: 
The central Leeds bus/coach station is a 15-minute 
walk from the Vernon Street building and 20 minutes 
to the Blenheim Walk building. Buses pass the 
Vernon Street and Blenheim Walk buildings every 
five minutes from the bus station or rtrain station.

By Taxi: 
Taxis are available outside Leeds train station,  
at taxi ranks in the city and at Leeds Bradford 
International Airport.

By Air: 
Leeds Bradford International Airport is about  
eight miles’ drive from the city centre, with taxis  
and buses available to and from there.Manchester 
Airport has regular, direct rail connections to 
Leeds train station.

ARE
Manchester

Liverpool
Sheffield

Leeds

Nottingham

Birmingham

Cambridge

London
Bristol

Brighton
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E. Owen Jennings bookbinding at 
the College in the 1920s

From left to right, Katherine 
Ellis, Sidney Harry, Dorothy 
Turner and HE Simpson
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Celebrating 170 years of Leeds College of Art

Our Art History
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developed in Leeds, where a large team of 
practising artists set up the Basic Design Course. 
Students were now encouraged to adopt a scientific 
approach, enabling them to develop a capacity for 
constructive criticism and understanding.

Around that time, the University of Leeds’ new 
Gregory Fellowship brought many practising 
artists to Leeds, many of whom came to help  
out at the College.

In 1960 we began to run courses which encouraged 
an open-ended, creative and flexible approach, 
leading to a new system of art education at Leeds 
and, subsequently, nationwide.

In the mid-1980s our Blenheim Walk building  
was erected. New construction and development 
continues to this day for the benefit of all our 
students. More recent alumni include Norman 
Ackroyd, Ron Collins, Damien Hirst, Thomas 
Houseago and film director Clio Barnard.

Between 1968-93 the College was named Jacob 
Kramer College, after one of its leading alumni, 
before being renamed Leeds College of Art and 
Design and then Leeds College of Art in 2009.

Over the last 170 years Leeds College of Art has 
contributed significantly to the development of art 
education in Britain, having pioneered new ways  
to teach and to structure qualifications.

In 1846 the Leeds Mechanics’ Institute (which 
offered drawing classes) merged with the Literary 
Institute, creating Leeds School of Art. In 1903,  
it moved to our present Vernon Street building, 
where the radical design reflected the clean lines  
of the Art & Craft movement.

Following the world wars, ex-service personnel 
resuming their education filled the College almost  
to bursting. Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth 
(enrolling in 1919 and 1920, respectively) were 
students of this era.

By 1946, no less than fifteen past students had 
been appointed as principals of schools of art.  
As our reputation grew, new design departments 
were formed, including furniture, graphic design 
and printmaking. A new pottery and workshops 
were built, and in 1959 a new library was created.

From the 1950s to the 1970s, there was a reappraisal 
of art education in Britain, largely based on ideas 

  
Students on the College 
steps, 1952

   
Students at the College, 
1920s

   
Diana Carr (née Clavering) admiring a Henry Moore 
Sculpture at the Leeds City Art Gallery
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Leeds is home to a thriving independent arts scene 
that regularly presents opportunities to experience 
the creative industries before and after graduation. 
From graphic design to digital media, there are 
studios and art collectives all over the city offering 
potential for collaboration. Leeds Art Gallery, 
described by The Times as ‘probably the best 
collection of twentieth century British art outside 
London’, houses a significant public art collection  
in the heart of the city. 

For those interested in contemporary art,  
The Tetley is a new arts space also based in Leeds 
City Centre and there are numerous independent 
galleries such as The Gallery at Munro House. 

If you’d like to see work from our successful alumni 
Barbara Hepworth and Henry Moore, the Henry 
Moore Institute is situated in Leeds and the award 
winning Hepworth Gallery and 2014 UK Museum of 
the Year, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, are close by in 
Wakefield. Bradford’s National Media Museum is 
also a short train journey from Leeds.

The Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
ysp.co.uk

Yorkshire Sculpture Park is a pioneering 
place and open air gallery that aims to 
challenge, inspire, inform and delight, 
welcoming over 400,000 visitors, including 
48,000 learning visits each year.

Image provided by the Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park, reproduced by  
courtesy of the Henry Moore Foundation. 
Photographer: Jonty Wilde

The Hepworth Wakefield 
hepworthwakefield.org

Labelled by The Independent as 
‘one of the finest contemporary art 
museums in Europe’

Images courtesy of The Hepworth 
Wakefield photographed by Iwaan Baans
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The Henry Moore Institute 
henry-moore.org/hmi

The Henry Moore Institute is a world 
recognised centre for the study of 
sculpture in Leeds. An award-
winning exhibitions venue, research 
centre, library and sculpture 
archive, the institute hosts a year 
round programme of exhibitions, 
conferences and lectures.

Leeds Art Gallery 
leeds.gov.uk/artgallery

Described by The Times as ‘rather 
then the best collection of twentieth 
century British art outside London’

Leeds Print Festival 
leedsprintfestival.com

This week long festival champions 
contemporary and traditional print 
making processes with an opening 
night celebration, print exhibitions, 
a series of talks, and a print fair.

The Tetley 
thetetley.org

The Tetley is a new centre for 
contemporary art and learning 
located in the stunning art deco 
headquarters of the former  
Tetley Brewery in central Leeds. 
It offers a warm welcome whether 
you want to see cutting edge art, 
sample the Yorkshire menu or  
enjoy a pint of Tetley’s.

Thought Bubble 
thoughtbubblefestival.com

Thought Bubble is the UK’s largest 
annual event celebrating sequential 
art in all its forms, including 
everything from superheroes to 
independent and small press comics. 
It is a non-profit organisation 
dedicated to promoting comics 
and graphic novels as an important 
cultural art form taking place at  
a variety of venues across Leeds.

LEEDS
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Arguably one of the most creative cities in the UK, Leeds is 
recognised as an international centre for learning, making it the 
perfect place to be an art student. With three large universities and 
one of the biggest student populations in Britain, you’ll be surrounded 
by plenty of like-minded people to connect with across the city.
In the heart of Yorkshire, Lonely Planet’s top third place to visit in  
the world, Leeds is only a short distance from inspiring countryside. 
Acknowledged as the ‘Knightsbridge of the North’, Leeds offers an 
exciting variety of shops, restaurants and bars to keep you entertained. 
For students who like to explore, the city’s transport system is well 
connected with hourly transport links to Manchester and with 
London only two hours away by train.
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Life in the City 
Widely regarded as the shopping capital of  
the north, Leeds has everything from vintage 
boutiques to Harvey Nichols and hundreds of 
smaller independent stores. Victoria Quarter is 
home to Vivienne Westwood, Mulberry and Paul 
Smith, but you can also find plenty of great 
bargains—from our huge Primark to Kirkgate 
Market, where 800 traders sell everything from 
books to food and fashion. The Trinity Leeds 
shopping centre has 120 shops, bars and 
restaurants, and we are looking forward to a new 
development, Victoria Gate, opening this year. 
Sporty students can enjoy the Leeds heritage of 
rugby, football and cricket and will find student-
friendly gyms all over the city.

Leeds celebrates an annual Leeds Loves Food 
festival and the Christkindelmarkt in Winter.  
There are restaurants and take-aways for every 
budget and taste bud, from the good old Yorkshire 
pudding to mouth-watering Asian and African 
restaurants and Michelin-starred fine-dining. 
Trinity Kitchen houses a monthly turnover of street 
food vans, always providing something new to try!

For theatre-lovers, Leeds is home to Opera North 
and the West Yorkshire Playhouse, where you can 

see world-class performances at student discounts. 
We are a powerhouse for dance with Yorkshire 
Dance, Northern Ballet and Phoenix Dance 
Theatre residing at Quarry Hill. There’s The Royal 
Armouries, the UK’s National Museum of Arms and 
Armour and Leeds Grand Theatre, which hosts 
comedy shows, ballet, pantomime and opera.  
There are multiplex and art-house cinemas, (the 
Hyde Park Picture House is one of the oldest in the 
country opening in 1914), comedy clubs, bowling 
alleys, traditional ale houses, student pubs, plush 
city-centre bars, smaller clubs and super-clubs. 

Leeds is a vibrant multicultural city, with the 
student population representing more than 100 
different countries. It is also much cheaper to live 
here than in the south of England and London.

More about Leeds 
leeds-list.com 
leedsinspired.co.uk 
thecitytalking.com 
visitleeds.co.uk 
yorkshire.com
independentleeds.co.uk

Th
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Shared Housing 
If you like the idea of shared housing, we work closely 
with Unipol, a student-housing organisation, with 
which we run a series of summer house-hunting 
days. First-year students will be sent information 
about house sharing as part of the accommodation 
offer by the College and will have the opportunity to 
come to Leeds and meet other students who are 
also looking for somewhere to live. The College and 
Unipol arrange fun mixing events for you to get to 
know other students, and you’ll have the opportunity 
to view suitable properties. You can call Unipol on 
0113 243 0169 or visit www.unipol.leeds.ac.uk 

Students Aged Under 18 
Students who are under 18 years old can have 
difficulty finding a landlord who will sign a tenancy 
agreement with them. If you’ll be under 18 when  
you need to sign a tenancy agreement, it is essential 
you contact the Student Advice Team immediately.

Call 0113 202 8111 or email info@leeds-art.ac.uk 

For further information visit 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/life-in-leeds/accommodation

As you’d expect from such a student-friendly city, 
there’s a huge amount of high-quality, safe student 
accommodation to choose from – city-centre 
apartments to cosy shared houses. And we’ll give 
you plenty of support in making your choice. 

Finding somewhere to live can be as exciting as 
choosing the right course to study. The following 
accommodation is available through the College: 

Leeds Life and Where to Live 
Carlton Hill, Leeds LS7 — this is a Unipol-managed 
property of 51 self-contained flats and town houses, 
each with their own front door, located just eight 
minutes’ walk from the College. We have our own 
allocation of rooms for our students. 

Liberty Park, Leeds, LS1 — this new student 
development offers modern facilities including 
en-suite rooms, a shared kitchen and lounge area, 
internet access and 24-hour security.

Mary Morris International Residence in Headingley 
specialises in housing overseas students in Leeds, 
and is just a short bus ride away. You’ll have your 
own fully furnished single room with a shared kitchen 
and shower facilities. Each room has a telephone 
(incoming calls are free) and internet access.  
You’ll also have use of a TV lounge with satellite  
TV, fax and photocopying facilities, and a laundry. 

LIVING
City
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Aghnia Mardiyah
BA (Hons) Illustration
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“Art is about  
life and it  

can’t really  
be about  

anything else.

There isn’t 
anything else.”

Damien Hirst 
Foundation Diploma, 1984



Damien Hirst
For the Love of God, 2007

Platinum, diamonds and human teeth 
6.7 x 5 x 7.5 in (171 x 127 x 190 mm)

Photographed by Prudence Cuming Associates  
© Damien Hirst and Science Ltd.  
All rights reserved, DACS 2014
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Melissa Gray
BA (Hons) Printed Textiles & Surface Pattern Design



— 27 —

— Prospectus —

OUR COURSES

In section two you’ll read about the different programmes and courses 
we run, from degree programmes and our masters to our further 

education and short courses. We’ve included all the key information and 
a selection of some of the amazing work our students produce. This is 
just to whet your appetite though – visit our website to see more work, 
read more about the programme and what the entry requirements are 

at www.leeds-art.ac.uk 

— 27 —
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Higher Education – BA (Hons) Degrees 
These are three-year programmes leading to 
Bachelor of Arts with Honours degree awards.  
On these programmes, you will develop your 
analytical and intellectual skills in addition to 
gaining a thorough understanding of your subject 
and developing your creativity.

Programmes include: 
Animation  31

Creative Advertising  37

Fashion  43

Fashion Photography 49

Fine Art  55

Graphic Design  63

Illustration 69

Photography 75

Printed Textiles & Surface Pattern Design   81

Visual Communication 88

Key Entry Requirements 
All our entry requirements are available at: 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/UGentry

How to Apply 
Please apply through UCAS – www.ucas.com
For further information visit: 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/UGapply
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Higher Education – Postgraduate

Master of Arts in Creative Practice                                  95

Master of Arts in Curation Practices                               101

These programmes are flexible and have been 
designed to meet the needs of a variety of artists, 
designers and curators. Running from September 
to August the programmes give you many study 
options. They can be taken as a full time MA for one 
year or a part time MA for two years.

These unique programmes encourage you to 
pursue individual research interests for their 
duration, which will allow you to examine and 
strengthen your own practice and place it at the 
centre of your studies.

For further information visit: 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/postgraduate

Degree Validation 
Our degrees and masters are validated by The Open 
University which has an international reputation 
for the quality of its awards. Leeds College of Art 
degrees are subjected to a rigorous peer review 
process to ensure that they are of an appropriate 
national standard and equip students to embark  
on their careers.
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Joe Baker 
BA (Hons) Animation
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Animation is a focussed and intense programme of study aimed  
at those students who are serious about developing a career in the 
animation industry. You will work individually and collaboratively 
alongside other committed students who are collectively interested in 
creative problem solving through animation. 

UCAS code:  
W615

Programme Leader: 
Mike Smith

mike.smith@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000 

Programme validated by  
The Open University

BA Hons
ANIMATION
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Wing Chu 
BA (Hons) Animation

Elliot Gascoigne  
BA (Hons) Animation
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“Animation is the art of telling stories, bringing narratives 
to life through motion. Our students have the opportunity 
to make use of a range of media including traditional 
and digital 2D processes, stop motion and 3D computer 
generated animation. Students have the opportunity to 
explore storyboarding, narrative development, background, 
layout, character design, sound design for animation and 
much more. We want our students to not only develop the 
skills to entertain but also to learn how to educate, inspire, 
inform, problem solve and communicate effectively to an 
audience through the discipline of animation.”

00 min 24 sec

00 min 01 sec 00 min 05 sec

PROGRAMME  
LEADER  
MIKE  
SMITH 

00 min 00 sec

00 min 12 sec



— 34 —

— Leeds College of Art —
B

A
 (H

on
s)

 A
ni

m
at

io
n

Overview 
This programme of study will explore what is it  
to be an animator. You will develop the practical, 
conceptual and professional skills necessary to 
work in the industry as well as exploring the roles, 
responsibilities, the creative practices surrounding 
animation and its application in the broader 
creative industries. Over three years you will 
investigate a range of traditional and digital 
production processes including 2D animation,  
3D digital animation, stop motion as well as 
character design, concept art and storyboarding. 
Finally bring it all together using post-production 
techniques to develop short films, title sequences, 
visual effect and a range of applications appropriate 
to your own individual interests and ambitions.

You will be encouraged to develop your practical 
visual skills, software skills and crafting skills, 
underpinned by research, problem solving and 
critical analysis. Our aim over three years is to 
support you in becoming a highly creative, 
technically capable and professionally informed 
graduate who is prepared to take the next step 
into professional practice. Working across 
dedicated studios and specialist workshops you 
will explore the range of practices that combine  
to produce animation. You will be introduced to  
a range of traditional and digital production 
methods from clay, metal, molding and plaster 
workshops to using industry-standard equipment 
and software including Photoshop, Dragonframe, 
Flash, After Effects, Autodesk Maya and Unity3D. 
As your individual practice develops you will 
choose the specialist skills that you want to focus 
on when developing your ideas. However, this is 
not just about technical processes as there is also 
a strong academic underpinning which will help  
to contextualise your work.

  
Rebecca Wong
BA (Hons) Animation

We’ll encourage you to submit your work into film 
and animation festivals, national and international 
competitions and organising external screenings. 
Live briefs and visiting professional seminars will 
bring you into contact with clients and professionals 
from across the creative industry.

There are opportunities to collaborate and work  
with others on the programme and across College.  
We work closely with the BA (Hons) Illustration and 
Graphic Design degrees to develop your collaborative 
practice and networking skills. We’ll help you to 
identify and explore new and emerging specialist 
areas of practice during the early stages of the 
programme, giving you plenty of time to develop  
a focussed practice. There is an emphasis on 
developing your employability and enterprise skills, 
so that you can quickly turn your practice into a 
successful career upon graduating.

What You’ll Study 
Year One — You’ll explore visualisation, 
character, narrative and sequential thinking,  
plus industry-standard animation processes, 
software and associated technologies including 
having access to a range of specialist workshops. 
You’ll consider the practical, conceptual and 
theoretical concerns of animation and develop  
an awareness of the opportunities and pathways 
open to you as an animator. 

Year Two — You will identify and develop your  
own specialist practice through briefs and 
self-identified projects. As you do, you will be able 
to focus on a range of pre-production, animation 
or post-production techniques in 2D, 3D digital  
or 3D stop frame animation. You will also enter 
competitions, take on live briefs and collaborate 
with others on industrially relevant projects. 



— 35 —

— Prospectus —

  
Animation by Sophie Linney 
BA (Hons) Animation
3rd Year
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You’ll also learn essential communication, business 
and professional skills in preparation for your final 
year of study.

Year Three — You’ll focus on your own creative 
ambitions and your strategy for becoming a 
professional animator. You’ll negotiate your own 
project work and also undertake competitions, 
collaborate with others, attend conferences and 
meet visiting professionals within college. The focus 
of level 6 is on building a portfolio which reflects 
your individual practice and demonstrates the  
skills that you have to offer. 

Work Experience 
Getting involved with the industry through  
work experience, studio visits and attending talks 
delivered by visiting professionals play a key role in 
enhancing your experience, building your CV and 
developing a network of industrial links. Over the 
past couple of years we have had visits from:

Andrew Burrell — CBBC Drama
Scriptwriter
Sarah Muller — Head of CBBC  
Acquisitions and Development 
Jon Turner — Kilogramme Animation 
Lee Hardcastle — Adult Swim, Cartoon Network 
Animator and Filmmaker 
Chris Sasaki — Concept Artist and Character 
Designer 
Rebekah Caputo — Puppeteer and Puppet Maker
Kath Shackleton — BAFTA Nominated Fettle Animation  
Producer 

In turn our students are making their own links  
with companies such as Mackinnon and Saunders 
(puppet makers and animation production for TV, 
commercials and feature films), Axis Animation, 
Fettle Animation, Disney Europe and one of our 
students spent her summer touring Australian 
animation festivals and writing up reviews for 
Skwigly Animation Magazine. 

Studying Overseas 
Study exchanges are possible through the European 
Erasmus exchange programme.

Accolades
Recent student successes include:
• Student selected to attend a week long 

residency for Videomapping Content in Lille, 
France (September 2015), supported by Les 
Rencontres Audiovisuelles.

• Two students were involved in the Leeds 
College of Art’s Live drawing projections as 
part of Light Night Leeds 2015

• Winner of  the Show Me The Animation’s Do It 
In Ten competition and featured in the Best of 
2015 selection.

Destination Careers 
Graduates work as employed or freelance 
animators within the film, television and games 
industries, working as concept artists, character 
designers, storyboard artists, art directors, 
animators, puppet makers, 3D CG and visual 
effects and more. Our graduates and alumni work 
as industry professionals at a senior level within 
animation companies and across the broader 
related industries. These include:
Alex Bernal — Nellyvision  
Concept Artist, Animator, 3D Modelling
Thomas Bone — MTV Europe 
Motion Graphics, Film and editing 
Chris Luk — Disney Europe/Deluxe studios 
Animator
Siobhan Parkhouse — ILM (Industrial Light and 
Magic) 
Lauren Sharman — Distant Futures Animation 
Head of Visual Effects
Jade Hodgson — Distant Futures Animation Studio 
2D Animatior
Megan Surden — TTGames  
QA Testing

Sophie Curwen — TTGames  
QA Testing
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Lyndarn Harrison
BA (Hons) Creative Advertising
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This is an outstandingly strategic and creative programme that nurtures 
individuality through collaboration. It is designed to produce a new 
wave of creative leaders in advertising. We’ve developed exceptional 
links with leading international names such as BBH, Beattie McGuinness 
Bungay, CST The Gate, JWT, M&C Saatchi, McCann Erickson, Mother, 
Ogilvy & Mather, Gratterpalm, Brass, plus many more ‘must-work for’ 
agencies.

UCAS code:  
W900 

Programme Leader: 
Fabio Fragiacomo

fabio.fragiacomo@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

Programme validated by  
The Open University

BA Hons
CREATIVE  

ADVERTISING
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Overview
A crucial aspect of this course is its close links  
with top agencies: you’ll have many opportunities  
to get involved with some of the world’s most senior 
creative minds to maximise your exposure to 
industry practice. It also has a strong academic and 
theoretical background, which will solidly underpin 
your creative practice. 

Creativity sits at the core of our proposition and 
feeds a common desire for originality and innovative 
thinking. You will study in a vibrant environment in 
which passion drives creativity. Our ‘Actively 
Creative’ philosophy requires you to take on first 
hand intellectual and creative challenges which  
are developed both in-house and through our 
industry contacts.

By the time you graduate you will be thinking like a 
creative director, at which point a remarkable 90% 
of our students have usually secured internships  
or employment. 

Our tutors have considerable industry experience 
spanning art direction, copywriting and branding, 
working with some of the world’s leading agencies.  
In addition they continue to excel in academic research 
and writing to inform our curriculum.  

Our tutors will show you how to deconstruct and 
critique some of the world’s best advertising, using 
what you discover to problem-solve and to inform 
and develop your own work. As Sir John Hegarty, 
Worldwide Creative Director at BBH, put it: “They’re 
a great bunch, led by some very bright tutors.”

Top agencies have offered coaching, mentoring, 
work critiques, live briefs, London workshops, 
competition briefs and work experience 
possibilities (in places like Brussels and New York). 
Students regularly win work experience 
opportunities with big agencies; many are offered 
graduate employment with agencies they’ve had 
contact with.

You’ll also have the opportunity to enter prestigious 
international competitions like D&AD Student Awards, 
Young Ones Competition, AdVenture, whilst having 
an opportunity to pursue European study exchanges 
either during term or over the summer. 

You will graduate with your own completed portfolio 
of work to show potential employers or take forward 
to postgraduate study. 
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“Why am I here? Because I am passionate and interested 
in everything. Yes. Advertising as well. Passion drives 
my determination to show you the world from a different 
perspective. Curious? As a creative, you should be.  
Fancy working with a team of like-minded individuals?  
Then you must be able to see more, ask why, appreciate 
and notice the smallest detail around you. Imagination? 
That’s your strength. We’ll show you how to infuse meaning 
and sense into it. Creative Advertising is fascinating and 
powerful, but it is up to you to harness its potential and use it 
to bring change, create awareness, persuade, guide or make us 
feel something, anything. Here at Leeds College of Art if you have 
passion it will be fed, if you have curiosity it will be fulfilled and 
if you are interested in the world around you, join us.” 

PROGRAMME  
LEADER 
FABIO  
FRAGIACOMO
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Pratheep Tharan
BA (Hons) Creative Advertising

Sam White
BA (Hons) Creative Advertising
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What You’ll Study 
Year One — Exposure, Exploration & Creativity. 
You’ll research creative-thinking models and learn 
how to think by questioning, and then question your 
thinking. You’ll also be exposed to studio practice 
and the roles of art director and copywriter, in 
addition to the legacy and historical context of  
the discipline.

Year Two — Creative Strategy, Pragmatism & 
Realisation. You’ll further develop your copywriting 
and art direction skills, whilst working within a 
creative team. As you develop your own skills and 
strategies, you’ll explore a range of academic 
theories and start to consider how they impact  
on creative practice. 

Year Three — Professionalism, Creativity 
Development & Reflection. You’ll enhance your 
strategic thinking by operating as managers, not 
just doers. You will write a dissertation and develop  
a series of creative outcomes to contextualise your 
practice, furthermore you will learn how to present 
your work in a professional manner. 

Work Experience
Alongside your core study you are encouraged to 
negotiate work experience , industrial research 
and studio visits, to suit your particular interests or 
specialisms which will enhance your overall 
experience. There are many opportunities  
to negotiate or win experience in agencies in the  
UK, Europe and beyond.

Studying Overseas 
Study exchanges are possible through the European 
Erasmus exchange programme., and in the USA.

Accolades 
Students have won countless awards including 
D&AD, Student Book Awards, Chip Shop Awards, 
and even Global Cannes Lions (Young Lions’ Gold 
and Silver). 

Destination Careers 
Graduates usually find employment within agencies, 
working as art directors, copywriters, creative 
directors, brand planners and account handlers. 
Some prefer to start their own businesses or work 
as freelancers.

  
Shay Abdurrahman
BA (Hons) Creative 
Advertising

  
Suraj Chauhan
BA (Hons) Creative 
Advertising
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Abby Kirwan
BA (Hons) Fashion
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The BA (Hons) Fashion programme is constantly evolving through close contact 
with industry, including industry visits, competitions, live briefs and high profile 
visiting professionals, to ensure our graduates are employable and have 
employability opportunities. Throughout the course, you will develop your 
creativity through one of two pathways; Fashion Communication or Fashion 
Design. The Fashion Communication pathway translates the medium of fashion 
into a contextualised narrative, through a variety of directional processes, 
including creative direction, image making and moving image, fashion 
illustration, creative writing/editorial, fashion branding, fashion exhibition/
curation and social media promotional campaigns. As you progress into your final 
year, you will select the methods that best suit your practice. The Fashion Design 
pathway develops contemporary womenswear and menswear design  into block-
based and creative pattern cutting and industry standard garment construction 
techniques, including tailoring. 

Throughout your study, you will be encouraged to respond to the sustainability 
agenda and the celebration of diversity in the fashion industry, and gain a social 
and political awareness, which will encourage you to think, not only creatively, 
but responsibly, giving you greater leverage to find your position as a future 
fashion creative in this exciting, global industry.

Successful applicants are offered a place on the BA (Hons) Fashion programme; 
during the interview you are asked to give an indication of your preferred 
pathway and during your first semester you will explore elements of both 
pathways for you to make an informed decision as to which pathway suits you 
best. 

UCAS code:  
W221 

Programme Leader: 
Sam Hudson

sam.hudson@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

Programme validated by  
The Open University

BA Hons
FASHION
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“The fashion industry is changing; we are in the midst of a 
shift, possibly the most exciting time in fashion for more 
than two decades. Ever-increasing awareness of ethical 
considerations are resulting in a slowing down of the fashion 
conveyor belt to take a more considered and connected 
approach to fashion design and a conscious fashion 
communication agenda. Yes, the industry needs commercial 
fashion graduates, but there is an emerging consumer and 
business need for fashion artisans to produce beautiful, 
crafted, niche products, and for graduates to work with other 
creative disciplines to truly innovate and communicate new 
and exciting fashion products and promotional strategies. 
The BA (Hons) Fashion programme responds to this evolving 
agenda, encouraging diversity of ambition within an ever 
expanding fashion industry. The team will open your eyes to 
a realm of possibilities within fashion, encourage you to take 
risks, even take a maverick approach, experiment, be 
confident and articulate in front of your peers and industry 
professionals, and master a diversity of skills.”

PROGRAMME  
LEADER 
SAM HUDSON
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Overview 
This diverse, exciting and dynamic degree 
programme encourages you to explore your 
individual identity as a fashion creative. 

You will develop awareness, knowledge and skills 
through an intensive and stimulating programme of 
study that synthesises theory with practice. 

This programme also encourages you to explore 
and respond to sustainability, ethics and diversity 
within the fashion industry, and gain a social and 
political awareness, which will encourage you to 
think not only creatively, but responsibly, and allow 
you to find your position in this global industry. 

As a specialist art school, additional resources are 
accessible, and our fashion students collaborate 
with photography, fine art, printed textiles & 
surface pattern design and graphic design 
students on a range of projects and activities.

External opportunities are a fundamental element 
of the programme; these come in many forms, such 
as visiting speakers, live projects, and 
competitions. Recent external projects have taken 
place with: Louis Vuitton, Urban Outfitters, Harvey 
Nichols, Dior (Paris), The Confucius Institute, 
SHOWStudio, Leeds City Museum, Caryn Franklin 
and Julian Roberts. 

We offer support with employability and enterprise 
skills. Portfolio surgeries will support you through 
the process of building a professional and 
innovative portfolio, in preparation for graduation. 

Historical, cultural and contextual studies, 
alongside trips to art galleries and fashion 
exhibitions and residential visits, synthesise theory 
and practice, broaden holistic awareness, develop 
critical and reflective writing, and expand creative 

research sources and potential for creative 
development. 

Workshops will help you to develop your practical 
skills and tutorials offer the opportunity of 1:1s with 
your tutors to discuss your progress.

The BA (Hons) Fashion programme is divided into 
two pathways and, as such, allows students to 
specialise as they progress:

Fashion Communication 
A Fashion Communicator is the voice of a designer 
or brand, who visualises the designer’s philosophy 
or story. This pathway translates the fashion 
product into a contextualised narrative through a 
variety of methods, including creative direction/
styling, image making and moving image, 
illustration, editorial, branding, exhibition and visual 
merchandising. The application of new 
technologies, such as projection mapping and 
augmented reality (AR), alongside effective use of 
social media, is an integral aspect of this pathway. 
These skills are developed early within your 
educational journey, enabling  you to develop your 
individual practice, creating strategies and skills 
that move beyond the expected, elevating you 
within a competitive employment environment.

Fashion Design 
This pathway integrates industry with the artisan, 
focussing on directional womenswear and 
menswear design with an awareness of target 
market, CAD, block-based and creative pattern 
cutting, alongside artisan skills, such as traditional 
tailoring techniques and hand-crafted applications. 
You will engage with the entire fashion process, 
from the formation and expression of your initial 
ideas through to your graduate collection, 
emerging as a highly credible and accomplished 
designer/maker.

Bethan Jones 
BA (Hons) Fashion 
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What You’ll Study 
Year One — All students will be introduced to the 
process of fashion concept development,colour 
awareness and application, material use and 
behaviour, fashion illustration, portfolio 
presentation, digital applications through Adobe 
Creative Suite, pattern-drafting and garment 
production. Although students on both pathways 
work on the same Module Briefs, each pathway will 
define their specific nuances through students’ 
work process and direction. Live projects, such as 
the prestigious Confucius Institute competition, 
collaborative opportunities, and a London 
Residential offer enhanced learning opportunities.

Year Two — Throughout year two, all students 
further develop their work process and 
presentation skills and continue to engage with live 
projects and competitions, to expand their external 
contacts and enhance their professionalism and 
confidence as a future practitioner within the 
fashion industry. Ethical and political issues are the 
focus of the ‘Responsive’ module. A residential visit 
to a European fashion destination gives you an 
insight into the working of the fashion world and 
provides inspiration that will help inform your work.  

During year two, 50% of the curriculum includes 
pathway specific modules that will further define 
your specialism. 

As a Fashion Communication student, you will study 
the following pathway specific modules:

Fashion Concepts & Creative Strategies 
— explores communication processes through the 
development and promotion of a fashion product. 
This will include digital print, laser cutting and 
garment development alongside in-depth tuition on 
the professional application of Adobe software, 
including InDesign and Illustrator.

Fashion Concepts & New Media                                      
— investigates a range of fashion communication 
techniques through the development of a fashion 
film and zine. You will explore a fashion narrative 
through creative direction, styling and editorial / 
creative writing.

 As a Fashion Design student, you will study the 
following pathway specific modules:

Fashion Design & Realisation                                              
— synthesises traditional tailoring techniques with 
contemporary design for the directional menswear 
sector. Tailoring workshops along with a series of 
introductory lectures, covering the historical and 
contemporary context of men’s tailoring will initiate 
a body of design work and the realisation of a piece 
of men’s tailored outerwear.

Fashion Design & Trend Prediction                                 
— further develops understanding of how trends 
inform the fashion design process, interpreting 
trend into design concepts, the development of 
range-planning and the realisation of design 
through pattern cutting and garment manufacture, 
preparing you for your final year graduate 
collection. 

Year Three — The self-directed final year takes a 
holistic approach to your practice through a major 
body of research that is supported by reflective 
and critical writing, and culminates in the 
realisation of a graduate project, which reflects 
your individual philosophy and career aspirations 
as a fashion designer/maker or a fashion 
communicator. 

Live projects will further enhance your portfolio in 
preparation for employment.

You will also be significantly involved in the logistical 
planning and promotion of your external graduate 
fashion shows.
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Destination Careers
Careers are diverse and include positions such 
as: fashion designer, fashion branding, fashion 
buying, set design/installation, fashion promotion, 
creative direction, garment technology, pattern 
cutting, styling, visual merchandising.

Recent career destinations include: All Saints, 
AntiForm, ASOS, Barbour, Dazed & Confused, 
Diesel, Etsy, French Connection, H&M, Harrods, 
Harvey Nichols, Hawes and Curtis, Monsoon, Paul 
Smith, Republic, SHOWstudio, Topshop, Vivienne 
Westwood, Whistles, Zara.

Some students choose to take on freelance work 
after graduation, or set up their own company; the 
College’s ‘Creatives in Residence’ scheme 
provides a platform for selected recent 
graduates to realise their ambitions and develop a 
practice within a secure environment that offsets 
those initial difficulties of launching new ideas, 
products and practices.

Work Experience                                                     

Recent work experience positions which students 
have secured incudes: Alexander McQueen (Paris), 
ASOS, Bolongaro, Trevor, Burberry, Dazed & 
Confused, Full Circle, George, Harvey Nichols, 
Hussein Chalayan, KTZ, ITV, Marc Jacobs, Mudpie, 
Occhio del Riciclone, Peter Pilotto, Roksanda Ilinic, 
SHOWstudio, Topshop, Vivienne Westwood and 
WGSN.

Studying Overseas
There are international study opportunities 
through the Erasmus exchange programme.

Accolades
Students’ many prize-winning entries have  
been put into production and/or led to offers of 
employment and exposure in national media. 

Recent awards include:

•  An all-expenses paid two week trip to Beijing  
for first year winners of the Business Confucius 
Institute Competition 

•  Winner of the Hawes and Curtis Design 
competition 2014/2015

•  Three year graduate contract with 
SHOWstudio 

B
A
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ons) FashionNina Chavdarova 

BA (Hons) Fashion 
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The BA (Hons) Fashion Photography programme will ensure you 
experience the exciting processes involved in the production of fashion 
images. Helping you to understand how to be innovative and visually 
communicate in a dynamic way. We aim to inspire you in your practice 
to take risks and experiment as your skills and knowledge evolve during 
your time at Leeds College of Art. The programme will create a vibrant 
learning environment for the exchange of ideas and concepts between 
peer groups, tutors and industry professionals, to encourage 
engagement with the many diverse areas of fashion practices. 

UCAS code:  
W6W2

Programme Leader: 
Adrian Davies

Programme validated by  
The Open University

adrian.davies@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

BA 
Hons

FASHION
PHOTOGRAPHY
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PROGRAMME  
LEADER 
ADRIAN DAVIES 

“Making individual and distinctive images is essential 
for a fashion photographer to have an impact in a world 
saturated with photographs. This is easier said than 
done! I find experimentation and taking risks is a crucial 
part of a successful creative practice. As a programme 
we are looking for individuals who are excited by the 
possibilities of their fashion image making. We aim 
to build a community to support and inspire you. 
Opportunities to work collaboratively with your peers 
will help build friendships and professional relationships 
that will develop upon graduation and into your 
professional careers.”
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Overview 
We’re looking for applicants who have an interest 
and enthusiasm for fashion imagery and that are 
looking to develop a professional practice within 
this specialist subject area. Fashion photography/
film is an innovative area of the creative industries.  
This exciting programme will encourage you to 
experiment with your approach to image making in 
order to create visually striking images and films.  
You will have access to a range of industry-standard 
digital equipment and technologies for the production 
and distribution of your work. Through the 
production of fashion film you will investigate the 
relationship of moving images to the photographic 
still image. You will be able to explore stylistic and 
aesthetic approaches within fashion imagery for 
your area of specialist interest. The programme 
will ensure you graduate with a portfolio that has 
currency for contemporary fashion practices  
and industry.

This is an exciting programme that will develop 
your knowledge and understanding of fashion in 
relation to the expectations and working methods 
of the lens-based fashion industry. You will have 
opportunities to collaborate with designers, stylists, 
art directors, make-up artists and models, for the 

production of fashion images. We aim to build your 
confidence to enable you to take on new challenges 
and increase your capacity for taking creative risks 
in solutions to briefs. You will be able to pursue 
genre specific areas of interest as you progress 
through the course and into industry. 

Our programme of internationally renowned 
speakers will ensure that you are aware of current 
industry practices and will give you the opportunity 
to engage with external practitioners. In the past 
our photography students have been on study visits 
to Paris, Tokyo, Berlin and New York, plus day-trips 
within the UK. 

You will be able to use our extensive range of 
industry standard equipment and facilities. You’ll 
have access to 35mm, medium- and large-format 
cameras, medium-format digital camera backs, 
digital SLRs and video. You’ll use our fully equipped 
lighting studios, our infinity cove, and specialist 
darkroom facilities.

We also have a colour-film processor, Hasselblad 
scanner, a digital video-editing suite and DV 
cameras, and our Apple Mac suites feature 
industry-standard software. 

Lisa Oliver
BA (Hons) Photography
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What You’ll Study 
Year One — We will give you the experience of 
working with a range of digital equipment and 
technology as currently employed within the 
fashion industry. Your critical judgments will be 
enhanced through developing your understanding 
of the visual language and contextual theory for 
fashion images. Opportunities for collaborative 
projects will ensure that teamwork becomes  
a key part in the production of a range of visual 
outcomes.

Year Two — ‘Moving image’ will be explored in 
depth alongside the ‘still image’ to recognise  
the distinctive qualities and uses of the different 
formats. External links with industry will be 
encouraged through work experience and 
undertaking case studies. You will then be able  
to start to recognise progression routes and 
career pathways within the fashion industry.

Year Three — You’ll continue your practice to 
build an extensive portfolio, and contribute to  
the end of year show. You will identify future 
career paths for progression into industry  
and prepare an appropriate portfolio of work to 
enable this. Establishing industry contacts and 
opportunities for external collaborations/live 
briefs will enhance the range of opportunities 
available upon graduation.

Work Experience 
Alongside your core study you are encouraged to 
negotiate your own work experience, industrial 
research and visits. Typically this will start  
in year two, but we encourage you to negotiate other 
work experience to maximise your exposure to 
professional practices. 

Studying Overseas 
There are international study opportunities through 
the Erasmus exchange programme. 

Destination Careers 
Graduates will be able to work as freelance fashion 
photographers, fashion film makers, production 
assistants, for agencies, art directors, picture 
editors, and in post-production. 
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Lisa Oliver
BA (Hons) Photography

   
Ben Renshaw
BA (Hons) Photography
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Ben Renshaw 
BA (Hons) Photography



 
 
Izzy Gee
BA (Hons) Fine Art
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The BA (Hons) in Fine Art involves you in a diverse, lively community of 
creative people experimenting, challenging, learning and engaged in the 
business of being an artist in the contemporary world. This studio-based 
programme is structured around a system which houses specialist subject 
strands in Fine Art to enable you to experience a deeper acquisition and 
performance of skill in your favoured media. 

UCAS code:  
W100

Programme Leader: 
Sheila Gaffney 

sheila.gaffney@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

Programme validated by  
The Open University

Specialist subject strands in:  
Painting /Drawing / Sculpture 

BA 
Hons
FINE
ART
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Karl Sims
BA (Hons) Fine Art

 
 
Joe Gibney
BA (Hons) Fine Art
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Overview 
Our programme still links the traditional 
approaches in art education, pioneered by the 
College when it was called Leeds School of Art, 
with contemporary strategies and thought in art 
practice using our modern up-to-date techniques 
and equipment. The programme supports the 
development of your studio practice with an 
emphasis on craft and skill, whilst enabling you to 
position yourself and your practice in terms of art 
history and critical thought, so that you will be 
equipped with the tools to map and research your 
own concerns. Frequent opportunities for public 
facing exhibitions and projects prepare you 
intellectually, practically and professionally for a 
wide range of rewarding careers in this exciting 
and dynamic discipline. 

On joining the programme you will embark  
on an initial period of orientation, induction and 
familiarisation after which you will confirm your 
place within one specialist strand. In each strand 
there will be regular critiques, seminars and 
specific material workshops relating to your 
particular practice involving students from 
different levels of the programme. 

There will also be critiques and seminars which 
involve students from the different strands in order 
to support and develop your growing understanding 
of working within the complexity of 21st century 
discursive art practices. You will also be a member 
of a tutor group with students from your own level 
of the programme and will come together to share 
concerns and ideas relevant across the subject 
strands. As part of our larger community of practice 
in fine art you will undertake a series of lectures 
which explore aspects of art history and critical 
debate, alongside tailored sessions which address 
your developing personal and professional practice. 

Studio practice is linked to the external world at  
all times. You’ll be encouraged to find and negotiate 
opportunities to show and perform your work, 
particularly through exhibitions, events and other 
public-facing practices. Previous groups of students 
have created exhibitions and taken part in a range 
of external arts initiatives as part of their live 
professional practice. 

We arrange cultural visits to galleries, exhibitions  
and events of interest, including visits abroad and 
excursions within the UK. B

A
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Yasmin Grioli
BA (Hons) Fine Art

— Prospectus —
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Each subject strand is led by an experienced artist 
in this arena and working in a dedicated subject 
studio you will engage with a range of strategies  
to support your development. All strands embrace 
the expansive field of fine art practice to enable 
both specialisation and cross disciplinary 
communities of practice. Housed within a particular 
strand studio you will engage with the possibility  
of working across boundaries and technologies  
to pursue your individual interests and skills.

In all strands, asking ‘What can art do?’ You will 
encounter approaches in contemporary art 
practice such as intervention, collaboration, and 
social engagement. You will explore media and 
ideas with a diverse approach and be encouraged 
to embrace appropriate forms of resolution such 
as photography, installation, performance, 
screenings, or sound works. You will engage  
with the contemporary currency of these forms  
of communication in the context of the historic 
medium specificity of painting, drawing and 
sculpture. In all strands the programme will 
encourage you to test the boundaries and 
relationships between and across different  
ideas and media, or develop ideas intensively  
in a chosen media.

Sculpture Strand 
In the sculpture strand you will be introduced  
to sculpture in its most expansive form.  
You will explore the notions of object, space, time, 
installation, public art and participatory practices 
to enrich your understanding of the definitions of 
sculptural practice. These considerations will be 
intensively explored as part of lively studio debates 
and theoretically informed practice led sessions 
designed to examine current sculptural thinking. 
Technologies that confront you daily in the world 
– photography, film, video electronic and digital 
technologies are employed and embraced as part 
of the discourses around sculpture now in this 
subject strand. We will develop your techniques  
in material practices and processes as part of  

our diverse but focused discussion about 
sculpture. You will be working in an excellent place 
from which you can conveniently visit internationally 
renowned examples of sculpture –The Henry 
Moore Institute, The Hepworth Wakefield and 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 

Painting Strand
Working in specialist studios you will be 
encouraged to pursue your ideas in and around 
painting, it’s processes and associated debates  
in an informed and challenging way. Traditional 
approaches of making phenomenal surface will  
be introduced to develop your understanding of 
intrinsic materials such as glazing, wet-on-wet, 
encaustic, oil or acrylic medium and dry brush 
work. Technologies that confront you daily in the 
world – photography, film, video electronic and 
digital technologies are employed and embraced 
as part of the discourses around painting now  
in this subject strand.

Drawing Strand 
Working in the drawing strand allows you to elevate 
your drawing from being a well understood core 
discipline in art practice to being the distinct and 
exciting art form exhibited in museums and galleries 
across the world. Our artists will introduce you to 
processes and visual drawing systems whilst also 
exploring the integral expressive nature of drawing 
which is primal, elemental and our most immediate 
form of image making. You will be encouraged to 
extend your drawing practice widely in two, three 
and four dimensions in a range of materials, media 
and techniques. Text, book and printmaking 
processes are embraced within this strand 
incorporating the technologies that confront  
you daily in the world – photography, film, video 
electronic and digital technologies are employed 
and embraced as part of the discourses around 
drawing now in this subject strand.
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What You’ll Study 
Year One — You’ll embark on a common 
introductory programme with a strong emphasis 
on drawing, an approach for which the College is 
renowned.This is an initial period of orientation, 
induction and familiarisation after which you will 
confirm your place within a specialist strand and 
join the community of practice of your choice in 
semester two. 

Year Two — You’ll develop your work in your 
specialist strand where tutorials and critiques will 

extend your studio practice. You will enhance your 
professionalism through specific modules which 
focus on artists’ strategies and exhibition practice. 

Year Three — You’ll consolidate your informed and 
positioned practice working within the specialist 
studio strand, undertaking tutorials and critiques  
to mentor you through your final year. You will 
position yourself as an emerging professional artist, 
undertaking an agreed project in the form of a 
public exhibition and an extensive research project. 
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“Fine Art at Leeds is ambitious and enabling. It thrives 
within a suite of studios we have built and nurtured. 
‘Know how’ about studio practice comes from the shared 
knowledge of the artists teaching on the programme. It has 
been translated into a rich environment which supports 
inspiring student kinship in the production of artwork and 
collaborative projects.
Our collective studios comprise a special space both in the 
art school and in the midst of a culturally mature, busy city. 
Coming to work in our studios will foster your involvement 
and development within specialist strands of practice. You will 
enter and become part of a unique community of practice.”

PROGRAMME  
LEADER  
SHEILA  
GAFFNEY
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Work Experience 
Students are encouraged to negotiate their  
own engagement with external organisations to 
enhance their overall experience. In the past these 
have included creating a public workshop as a 
group called ‘Handling Space–Being Barbara’ with 
The Arthouse in Wakefield on the opening weekend 
of the Hepworth Gallery; bronze foundry internships 
at SSW, the Scottish Sculpture Workshop in 
Aberdeenshire; internships with The Follies of 
Youth, an ongoing programme of historical research 
and contemporary art commissioning by visual arts 
organisation Pavilion; solo mentored exhibition 
projects with ESA (East St Arts); undertaking 
volunteer positions in the Learning Department  
at The Hepworth Wakefield and at the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park on the Breathing Space, 
Photography and Wellbeing project. 

Studying Overseas
There are international study opportunities  
through the Erasmus exchange programme. 

Accolades
Our students win many prestigious awards and 
prizes. Recently, these have included The Kenneth 
Armitage Student Sculpture Award, Aon Art 
Community awards, winner of The Northern Art 
Show Award, Bursary Winner of The Drawing Year 
at The Princes Drawing School, Free Range 
Emerging Artist winner. Also individuals have been 
shortlisted for the Royal British Society of Artists 
Rome Scholarship, John Moores Painting Prize and 
the Royal Academy Summer Show. As part of live 
projects they have performed in The Art Party 
Conference Scarborough, and exhibited in the 
USA at Syracuse University and the Cooper Union 
in New York and in ‘The Ones to Watch’, a regional 
exhibition competition.

Destination Careers 
Graduates go into a wide variety of careers 
including independent art practice, community 
arts, curating and teaching. Some go on to further 
study at master’s or doctorate level. 
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Harrison Park
BA (Hons) Graphic Design
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The studio is the focus, a creative space with an innovative and engaging 
atmosphere. You will benefit immediately from exposure to the structures 
and disciplines of a studio environment, learning how individual and 
collaborative creativity combine to produce exceptional work.

UCAS code:  
W214

Programme Leader: 
Amber Smith

amber.smith@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

Programme validated by  
The Open University

BA 
Hons

GRAPHIC
DESIGN
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Overview 
This programme will encourage you to  
develop your own voice, opinions and individual 
understanding of graphic design. You will build  
the discipline and skills you need to succeed  
in a professional environment. 

You will explore how the application of type and 
image can solve problems and communicate ideas, 
which will engage and challenge your audience. 
Developing your creative understanding you will  
be able to communicate both visually and verbally. 
You will gain a wider understanding of the creative, 
social and ethical context of contemporary  
visual culture.

Our industry links are extensive, with an array  
of visiting professionals delivering lectures, 
seminars and workshops. You will have access to 
our cutting-edge Mac suites plus all of the College 
facilities with countless opportunities for cross- 
discipline collaboration. Places on this dynamic 
and fast-paced course are in high demand and  
you will be expected to put in the hours to reap  
the rewards.

What You’ll Study 
Year One — Focusing on the fundamentals of visual 
language you will explore research methods and 

design practice around type, language, image, 
narrative, meaning and message. You will work with 
typography, print, drawing processes, photography 
and screen based media.

Year Two — Taking a more self-directed role you  
will develop your design practice using specialist 
workshops, critical assessments and seminars.  
This is where audience, context, distribution and 
ethical issues become fundamental to your practice.

Year Three — You build on your understanding  
of professional practice, business and marketing 
skills and project management. Working on a series 
of self-directed, negotiated and competition briefs, 
you will be supported to build a dynamic portfolio of 
work as well as exhibiting at the end of year show.

Work Experience 
Alongside your core study you are encouraged  
to negotiate your own work experience which  
will enhance your overall understanding. In the past 
these have been arranged across sectors such as 
branding/identity, packaging, information graphics, 
digital, editorial and publishing. Recent work 
experience positions that students have secured 
include: Brass, Build, Creative Spark, Creative 
Review, Generation Press, SEA, TBWA, The 
Beautiful Meme, Elmwood, Music, Love, and  
Leeds Print Festival. 

  
James Keefe
BA (Hons) Graphic Design
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“I chose to study Graphic Design because for me it has a 
certain kind of logic, there are rules you need to work with 
and it is academic. Then at the same time it’s ridiculous, the 
funniest thing you have ever seen and makes no sense at all. 
That happy marriage between the two extremes makes you 
think it can change the world!”

PROGRAMME  
LEADER  
AMBER SMITH
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Studying Overseas
There are international study opportunities  
through the Erasmus exchange programme. 

Accolades 
Students have won countless awards including 
D&AD, International Society of Typographic 
Designers, SH!, YCN and RSA. 

The BA (Hons) Graphic Design has been awarded 
the Creative Skillset Tick, the industry quality 
mark, following a rigorous assessment process 
by experts working in the creative industries.  
The Creative Skillset Tick is awarded to practice-

based courses which best prepare students for  
a career in the industry. 

Destination Careers 
Graduates work as freelancers, in a studio as part  
of a design team or set up their own studios. Careers 
include design for print (publishing, books, magazines 
and newspapers), branding, promotion, packaging, 
information graphics, retail and much more.
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Adam Garbutt
BA (Hons) Graphic Design

Emily Lodge
BA (Hons) Graphic Design
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Molly Fairhurst
BA (Hons) Illustration
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This challenging and exciting programme has developed out of the 
extremely successful illustration stream within our Graphic Design 
degree and has quickly become a popular choice for those who are 
serious about becoming a professional illustrator. You will not only 
develop your strengths as an illustrator but also learn to build your own 
practice when you graduate. You’ll have exposure to a wide range of 
applications for illustration (from packaging, editorial and publishing to 
storyboarding, character design and comic strips), using both traditional 
and new media to explore your creative ambitions. You’ll take advantage 
of excellent links with industry and professional illustrators, and on 
graduation will have the choice of a wide range of career options. 

UCAS code:  
W220 

Programme Leader: 
Fred Bates

fred.bates@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

Programme validated by  
The Open University 

BA Hons
ILLUSTRATION
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Jess Dawson
BA (Hons) Illustration

Molly Fairhirst
BA (Hons) Illustration

Aghnia Mardiyah
BA (Hons) Illustration
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Overview 
The emphasis is on developing your practice  
as an illustrator rather than teaching you to draw.  
This is a hard-working and challenging programme, 
offering fantastic opportunities for you to develop 
into a sought after practising professional.

You’ll work as part of a year-group in a studio 
environment which closely mirrors what you’d  
find in industry. 

You’ll have access to excellent facilities including 
traditional processes and cutting-edge Mac suites 
featuring all the software you could need. We will 
consider how illustration can respond to and solve 
real issues. You’ll have opportunities to exercise 
your skills by applying them to a range of media 
including packaging, products, storyboarding for 
animation, comics, editorial and publishing, 
caricatures and graphic novels. 

Although this is a relatively new programme, the 
illustration aspect of our Graphic Design degree 
means we already have excellent industry links for 
work experience, visiting professionals and studio 
visits. There are many opportunities for 
collaboration with other programmes, particularly 
Graphic Design and Animation.

A great deal of attention is paid to helping you  
build your own practice. You’ll learn to generate  
your own networking, collaboration and exhibition 
opportunities, and how to find work and clients  
when you graduate.

B
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What You’ll Study 
Year One — You’ll explore a range of approaches  
to communication ideas, concepts and messages 
through image, media and visual language.  
You’ll develop your practical and research skills 
through studios and resource-based workshops, 
considering a broad range of historical, contextual 
and theoretical aspects of contemporary illustration.

Year Two — You’ll develop your own practice  
through briefs and self-directed projects, 
identifying your areas of specialist interest as you 
learn the professional demands of the creative 
industries. You’ll apply your work to industrially 
relevant contexts and products while studying 
the theory behind your practice. You’ll also learn 
essential business skills.

Year Three — You’ll focus on your own ambitions  
and your business-related skills for becoming a 
professional illustrator. You’ll negotiate your own 
creative content—including competitions, live 
briefs, studio visits, industrial research and 
experience, building a portfolio which reflects 
your focus. You could collaborate with other 
students, learning to respond to the demands  
of the creative industries.

  
Orlaith Conlon
BA (Hons) Illustration
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Work Experience
Alongside your core study you are encouraged to 
negotiate your own work experience, industrial 
research and studio visits to suit your particular 
interests or specialisms which will enhance your 
overall understanding. 
 
Studying Overseas
There are international study opportunities  
through the Erasmus exchange programme. 

Accolades
Recent student successes include:
• Commendation for book illustrations 

submitted for Pan Macmillan’s ‘Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland’ 150th birthday 
brief

• Illustrated book ‘Charley’s Kidney 
Transplant’  published by Leeds NHS Trust

• ‘Warhorse’ book illustration - House of 

Illustration (shortlisted and exhibited)
• Various student illustrations selected for 

The Guardian Online Education pages
• Digital Art Story Telling - Winner of the 

International Creative Contest
• YCN Award Winners -Fedrigonni Paper 

Products
• Students from all three levels involved in 

Thought Bubble International Character and 
Comic Festival 2015, Leeds

• Off The Page print exhibition 2015, Colours 
May Vary, Leeds

Destination Careers 
Graduates will work as freelance or employed 
illustrators, concept artists, storyboard artists, 
information visualisers, character/caricature 
artists, technical illustrators and commercial artists. 
They may also work for illustration agencies.
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Bex Williamson
BA (Hons) Illustration
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“We think illustration is all about: making images, asking 
what those images mean, considering where those images 
exist, deciding what you want to say through the images you 
make, creative thinking, visual curiosity, obsessive image 
making, making marks, making statements, drawing lines, 
telling stories, hard work, passion and commitment.”

PROGRAMME  
LEADER  
FRED BATES
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Jack Greenwood
BA (Hons) Photography



— 75 —

Anyone can press the button on a camera. BA (Hons) Photography  
will encourage you to critically consider every aspect of this art form, 
from the composition to the audience to post-production. You’ll learn 
about the whole world of visual language and image making, from art 
direction to curating, and learn to use a wide range of traditional and 
digital formats and equipment. 

UCAS code:  
W642

Programme Leader: 
Adrian Davies 

adrian.davies@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

Programme validated by  
The Open University

BA Hons 
PHOTOGRAPHY

— Prospectus —



— 76 —

— Leeds College of Art —
B

A
 (H

on
s)

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

 
 
Holly Peal
BA (Hons) Photography

 
 
Jodie Blackwell
BA (Hons) Photography
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Overview
We’re looking for students with a range of interests 
and an open mind, who embrace broader practices 
around photography. This is important because 
photographers increasingly work across genres, 
from fine art to documentary picture-making. 

This is an outward-looking programme, designed 
to maximise your employability or freelance 
success on graduation. Beside learning extensive 
technical skills, you’ll benefit from enterprise and 
business skills (including copyright and licensing), 
networking, mentoring, work experience 
opportunities and guest speakers. Collaborations 
with students on other courses, such as Fashion, 
Creative Advertising and Graphic Design, will help 
you build a diverse portfolio of experience. 

Our programme of internationally renowned  
speakers has included Martin Parr, Erik Kessels, 
Anouk Kruithof, Cristina De Middel, Thijs Groot 
Wassink (WassinkLungdren), Simon Roberts and 
Kevin Cummins. In the past there have been study 
visits to Paris, Berlin and New York, plus day-trips 
within the UK and the Derby Format Festival. 

We can lend you camera bodies, lenses, lighting  
gear and much more. You’ll have access to 35mm, 
medium and large-format cameras, medium-
format digital camera backs, digital SLRs and 
video. You’ll use our fully equipped lighting studios, 
our infinity cove, and black -and-white darkrooms 
with 35mm, medium and large-format capabilities.

We also have a colour-film processor, Hasselblad 
scanner, a digital video-editing suite and DV 
cameras, and our Apple Mac suites feature 
industry-standard software. Our library has all 
of the specialist publications and contemporary 
journals you might need. 

What You’ll Study 
Year One — You’ll focus on developing your 
technical photography skills and learn about 
historical and contemporary perspectives on 
photography. You’ll develop your studio practice 
and cover digital imaging. 

Year Two — This is a more conceptual year  
which also builds on your own specialist practice.  
You’ll learn business skills for freelancing or running 
your own business, and guest speakers will relate 
their own experiences. You’ll respond to live 
commercial/community briefs and have work 
experience opportunities.

Year Three — You’ll continue your practice to 
build an extensive portfolio, and contribute to  
the end of year show. A module will develop your 
professional practices, and you’ll be encouraged 
to find a practising mentor. 

Work Experience 
Alongside your core study you are encouraged to 
negotiate your own work experience , industrial 
research and visits, to suit your particular interests 
or specialisms which will enhance your overall 
experience. Typically this will be in year two, but 
we encourage you to negotiate other work 
experience to maximise your exposure to 
professional practice.

Studying Overseas
There are international study opportunities  
through the Erasmus exchange programme. 

 Accolades
Students have won a raft of international awards, 
including the Clothes Show Live Young Fashion 
Photographer of the Year 2012, WPO People’s 
Choice Video Award 2011, the Fuji Student 
Photographer of the Year (winner 2010,  
merit 2011), Clothes Show Live Young Fashion 
Photographer of the Year 2011 (Runner up), and 
Google Photography Prize 2012 (shortlisted  
out of 19,000 entrants). 
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“For me the experience of studying a degree in photography 
wasn’t just about learning to photograph the world around 
me, it also shaped the way that I see and interact with the 
world on a daily basis. Understanding the visual language 
of photographic images is a powerful communication tool, 
with the many different contexts and uses of photography. 
My own journey of discovery hasn’t stopped since I first 
made images as a ‘photographer’. As Programme Leader 
for BA(Hons) Photography, these personal experiences have 
informed the ethos and values of the current programme. 
A lifelong interest and enthusiasm for photographic images 
is something that I want students to take with them upon 
graduation from the programme. ”

PROGRAMME  
LEADER  
ADRIAN DAVIES
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Katy Walsh 
BA (Hons) Printed Textiles  
& Surface Pattern Design
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BA  Hons 
PRINTED 
TEXTILES 

& 
SURFACE 
PATTERN 
DESIGN

This very prestigious programme produces some outstanding graduates 
who go on to exceptional international careers. Even while still at the 
College, many students regularly sell their work to textile and surface 
pattern design industries, and win some of the world’s most esteemed 
design awards. Students have won over 60 national and international 
design awards in the past three years.

UCAS code:  
W222 

Programme Leader: 
Duncan Harrison 

Programme validated by  
The Open University 

duncan.harrison@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000
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Overview 
This programme has an outstanding global 
reputation. We look for talented, hard-working 
people who will develop their own ‘handwriting’, 
both anticipating and setting future trends.  
In exchange we offer comprehensive tuition, 
experiences and opportunities. 

As a student, you’ll have the significant advantage  
of working in an exciting studio environment that 
houses all three year groups, in an open plan studio 
that supports and enables student designers to 
discover and express personal design solutions. 

By providing an intellectually challenging course  
of study, students can engage with the critical, 
practical and creative issues and debates 
surrounding the role of the Printed Textiles  
and Surface Pattern Designer.

We place major importance on drawing in its 
broadest contexts, through which you will translate 
your ideas into digital formats, wall-coverings, 
fashion fabrics, greetings and other materials. 
You’ll use cutting-edge computer suites plus 
professionally equipped workshops for dyeing, 
screen-printing, heat-transfer printing, digital 
printing and laser-cutting. The emphasis is on 
originality and innovation, and the highest 
standards of work and professionalism. 

We love creativity, critical thinking and design in 
all its guises, but equally we recognise the desire to 
make a living doing something so wonderful, which 
is why we place a strong value on offering real 
world experiences and employability.

Whilst on the programme, you will be given 
opportunities to sell your work at industry standard 
trade fairs. We have exhibited for many years at 
Indigo in Paris, a leading fashion fabric fair, and also 
at events such as MooD (Belgium), Maison et Objet 
(France) or Evolution (Netherlands) for those 
specialising in interiors or surface products, as 
well as the New Designers Exhibition in London, 
which offers an opportunity for our graduating 
students to present themselves and their work to a 
professional audience and to meet potential 
employers. 

Typically, first-year students have a week-long study 
trip to Amsterdam or another cultural capital while 
second-year students have a choice of two visits to 
Paris linked to trade fairs.

Our Discipline
We aim to help our students find an audience for  
their work in the outside world, whether that is in 
the design studio of a multinational manufacturer 
or setting up their own design practice; whether 
their passion is fashion or interiors; whether they 
wish to be designers, consultants or stylists or 

whether their market is high street, couture or 
gallery pieces. We encourage students to  
develop innovative thinking and engender flexible 
approaches to multidisciplinary personal working 
practice, fostering entrepreneurial and 
professional awareness. 

Given the diversity of experiences, employment  
and opportunities available within the discipline we 
encourage and offer a focus towards specialism of 
interests themed around strands commencing at 
the start of the second year.

In order to help students familiarise themselves 
with the discipline as a whole, we commit the first 
year to developing the essential skills: technical, 
aesthetic and professional, that are features of the 
programme from which you will be able to make an 
informed position as your specialist interests in 
year two and three.

Printed Textiles Strand
Working within the printed textiles strand, you will 
be encouraged to engage with a broad range of 
processes, ideas and methodologies to realise 
personal solutions and innovative responses

Typically you will work in specialist workshops and  
a thriving studio, to engage in live briefs, industrial 
contexts or working as a designer-maker undertaking 
challenging and sophisticated understandings of the 
discipline. Students are encouraged to recognise 
themselves as professional designers, developing  
an enquiring, open minded and versatile approach  
to their work.

These explorations are supported and underpinned 
by a strong studio work ethos, drawing and painting, 
dye and print workshops, printmaking, bookbinding 
amongst others. 

Digital Textiles Strand
Working within the digital specialist strand you will 
be encouraged to pursue your creative ambitions 
through highly informed and considered application 
of leading industry standard equipment and discipline 
specific software such as AVA, Adobe Photoshop 
and Adobe Illustrator, alongside technologies 
including digital printing and laser cutting to create 
innovative designs for the future by expanding and 
developing new methods of design and production.

This strand is focused on developing the skills, 
processes and aesthetic sensitivity to communicate 
drawing, colour and practical solutions through 
digital means which directly engages in real-world 
commercial applications for employment and 
innovation across a number of sectors and  
material outcomes.
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Innovative Surface Textiles Strand
Working within the innovative surfaces strand,  
you will be encouraged to explore and develop 
approaches towards prototypes and solutions 
that challenge the traditional conventions of 
surface design, creating samples which realise 
responses that are both experimental and 
forward thinking.

This strand will emphasize a dynamic content  
to engage with emergent ideas, technologies  
and themes for surface design that transcends 
the historical notional boundaries of the discipline. 
Students will be encouraged to develop an enquiring, 
conceptual and versatile approach to their work, 
combining a rediscovery of traditional processes 
and materials with unconventional production 
methods towards emerging contemporary markets.

These explorations are supported and underpinned 
by a strong studio work ethos, a collaborative 
outlook and a simulative approach to design thinking.

What You’ll Study 
Year One — You will engage with a number  
of themes and core skills to explore drawing, 
colour, design and a range of print methods  
both ‘traditional’ and digital for paper and fabric.  
We will help you find, develop and express your 
own personal interests and approach to designing. 

Year Two — Innovation is the focus, with an 
outward facing approach to live briefs, events, 
competitions and work experience, whilst 
striving to develop a personal ‘handwriting’ that 
you can apply to your choice of design contexts/
specialist strand. 

Year Three — You will plan your own programme 
of work in your chosen area of specialism to give 
you the experience and professional portfolio you 
require to confidently present yourself to the 
design industry. 

The Textile Fellowship, part of the Creatives in 
Residence scheme allows some students to stay  
on after graduating and use our facilities to do 
professional collaborations and/or set up their 
own business with the support of course tutors. 
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Megan Wade
BA (Hons) Printed Textiles & 
Surface Pattern Design
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“Salut! We hope over the previous pages you got a sense of 
what makes our programme just so special, both to all of us  
here in the department, and employers alike. 
We like to think of ourselves as a community, a tribe that 
looks to both challenge and support one another, to create  
an invigorating and wonderfully successful programme. 
At the heart of our community is our studio; a place of 
industry, creativity and fervour. All three years are based  
in the studio, on a permanent basis. It is our home and as 
such it is a lively, loud and social environment dedicated  
to drawing, design, thinking and teaching. Pop by and  
say hello as we’d love to meet you.”

PROGRAMME  
LEADER  
DUNCAN  
HARRISON
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Accolades
Students win countless national and international 
design awards. Recent successes, amongst  
others include: 

•  New Designers 2015 – The Wilkinsons Award 
for Innovation.

•  New Designers 2014 – Winners of New 
Designer of the Year Award and the Wilkinsons 
Award for Innovation.

•  New Designers 2013 – Winners of the John 
Lewis Award, the Wilkinsons Award and the 
Harlequin Award.

•  New Designers 2012 – Winners of the Tiger 
Print Award & Harlequin Award.

•  i-dott awards 2015 -7 awards including grand 
prize winner

•  Texprint 2014 – Winner of Lululemon Atheletica 
Award and the Como Award.

•  Texprint 2013 – Winner of Lululemon Atheletica 
Award.

•  Surtex - New York (2015, 13, 12 & 11 Award 
Winners!) Textile Society Bursary Award 
Winners 2015, 14 & 13. 

•  Sofa.com Emerging Designer – Award Winner 
2013 & 14 plus people’s choice winner 2014. 

•  Bradford Textile Society 2014 – 18 awards  
and commendations, 2013 – 14 Awards and 
commendations.

Work Experience
Alongside your core study you are encouraged to 
identify and negotiate your practice to external 
contexts and experience which may include work 
experience, industrial research and studio visits to 
suit your particular interests or specialisms which 
will enhance your overall experience. Our students 
are in high demand and many secure work 
experience opportunities with top studios, 
companies and designers. In 2014-15 these 
included H&M, Tigerprint, Peter Pilotto, Tom Cody, 
Ted Baker, Timorous Beasties, Zandra Rhodes, 
Claire Coles, Zoffany, Sanderson, Monsoon, Lemon 
Ribbon and Oasis amongst others.

Studying Overseas
There are international study opportunities  
through the Erasmus exchange programme. 

Destination Careers 
Graduates of this programme are highly sought-
after, joining the design studios of influential 
companies. Many find jobs in fashion prints and 
interior products and furnishings; wall coverings; 
cards and gift wrap; media and publishing; fashion 
marketing; styling; buying; and interior design. 
Others set up their own businesses, producing 
work for private commissions or major brands.
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Nicole Dixon
BA (Hons) Printed 
Textiles & Surface 
Pattern Design

  
Ben Watkins
BA (Hons) Printed 
Textiles & Surface 
Pattern Design
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Katie Punton
BA (Hons) Printed Textiles & Surface Pattern Design
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Laura McHugh 
BA (Hons) Visual Communication

— Leeds College of Art —



On the BA (Hons) Visual Communication degree programme our 
specialism is communication. Our aim is to educate the professional visual 
communicators of the future, those who have something to say, and those 
who aim to help others express their ideas effectively. The tools you will 
explore are broad: photography, video, illustration, typography, 
animation, graphic design, 3D design; social media, events management.
The core skills you learn will be universal: research; collaboration; project 
management; problem solving; critical thinking. 

Programme validated by           
The Open University

david.collins@leeds-art.ac.uk 
0113 202 8000
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UCAS code:  
W211

Principal Lecturer: 
David Collins 
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Overview 
We take a highly student-centred approach, 
allowing each student to negotiate their own route 
through the course. Most choose to specialise in 
one practice, whilst a few choose to take a much 
broader multi-disciplinary approach. 

The first few months will introduce you to a wide 
range of technical skills and theoretical ideas, and 
from then on all your briefs will be live. There will 
always be a real audience for your work. We ask 
you to use your creativity to communicate to that 
audience and then to use your critical faculties to 
assess how well you have achieved your aims. We 
believe in the importance of people-centred design 
and you will be encouraged to develop your ideas in 
dialogue with your potential audience, or user 
group.

External engagement through work-related 
learning is central to our approach, with all 
students working on live projects within the second 
year and many working regularly with businesses 
and external partners. Every year the majority of 
our graduates secure employment, work 
experience or freelance work in their chosen field 
as a direct result of connections established during 
the course and have developed a clear 
understanding of their professional aims and 
values and their place in the world. 

The BA (Hons) Visual Communication degree has 
delivered a highly successful diagnostic visual 
design programme for the past 15 years. Our 
alumni work in a huge variety of fields including 
graphic design, television, photography, film, 
illustration, visual merchandising, teaching, 
community arts, computer games design and 
animation. Graduate employers include industry 
leaders in all areas of the creative sector. In 
addition many alumni are now established 
freelance practitioners working for clients across 
the UK and overseas.

Alongside all of this our Context of Practice 
module, running through all three years, allows you 
to research many of the pressing concerns relating 
to contemporary communication design, including 
issues such as sustainability, globalisation, identity 
theory, and the social media explosion. This is 
supported by active staff research in design 
practice and education. The staff team are all 
active creative practitioners, publishing, exhibiting 
and showing their work nationally and 
internationally.

We are located in purpose built air-conditioned  
studios located at the heart of the College allowing 
easy access to our award winning workshop 
facilities.

What You’ll Study 
Year One - You’ll be introduced to the core 
principals of design and communication. You’ll 
develop technical skills in filmmaking, typography, 
photography, graphic design, printmaking, 
illustration and book-making. You will also receive 
thorough inductions into the College’s award 
winning workshop facilities. Through practical 
briefs you will be introduced to a range of 
communication processes including persuasion, 
narrative, documentary and reportage, where 
your own interests will inform the content of your 
work. You will have the opportunity to collaborate 
with other students, work with businesses and 
communities in the city, exhibit your work and 
move towards independent learning and self-
directed projects which form the foundation of 
your second year. 

Year Two – You will begin to specialise in one or 
more specific forms of practice, focusing on the 
skills required. You’ll identify the skills you need to 
develop to a professional standard, and apply them 
to real life-projects (whether self-directed, 
client-based or competitions). During the year you 
will start to investigate the professional world that 
relates to your emerging practice and develop a 
portfolio of work to help secure work experience.

Year Three - You’ll develop professional and 
entrepreneurial skills in an area of practice to 
which you feel passionately committed, supported 
by an academically demanding research project 
and facilitated through external links, exhibitions 
and conferences. On graduating, you’ll be ready to 
make a positive contribution to your chosen 
profession and to society, leaving us with a 
bespoke skill-set and a clear strategy for moving 
on to employment, self-employment or further 
study.
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Lucy Thompson 
BA (Hons) Visual Communication

Helen Caulfield 
BA (Hons) Visual Communication
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Work Experience
Alongside your core study you are encouraged  
to negotiate work experience with businesses, 
charities, voluntary and community organisations 
and individuals which will enhance your overall 
experience and give you a clearer understanding 
of your proposed professional working 
environment. Regular Skype interviews with alumni 
are organised where they talk about their 
professional experience and providing guidance 
and opportunities for work experience and 
progression into the creative industries.

Studying Overseas
There are international study opportunities  
through the Erasmus exchange programme.  

Accolades
Students have a strong track record in winning 
design awards. Recent successes include: five 
Creative Conscience Awards in 2014; Leeds 
Transformer Volunteering Award 2012; Wool  
Gather Art Prize 2011; 2.8 Days Later Film  
Award 2011. 

Destination Careers 
Our alumni work in a huge variety of fields  
including graphic design, television, photography, 
film, illustration, visual merchandising, teaching, 
journalism, community arts, computer games  
design and animation. Graduate employers include: 
Aardman Animations, BBC, ITV, Channel 4, 
Topshop, VICE Magazine (New York), Wallpaper 
Magazine, Saatchi & Saatchi, Tate Modern,  
Design Museum, the White Company, We Are 
Fallon, Liberal Democratic Party, Marks & 
Spencers, Ilkley Literature Festival, David Oldham 
Photography, Bloomsbury Publishing, Sonar 
Festival, LBi London, Glastonbury Festival, I-am 
Associates, ASDA Marketing, Dubit Ltd, Red Star 
3D, East Africa Playgrounds, Omobono, Kontra 
Oslo, Rapha Racing Ltd, Opera North, Left Bank 
Leeds, TNR Communications, OMD UK, 10 
Associates, Haaretz, New Era Cap. In addition 
many alumni are now established freelance 
practitioners working for clients throughout the 
creative industries across the UK and overseas.
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Rob Scargill
BA (Hons) Visual Communication
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“In BA VisCom we believe that to create great design you 
need to ask difficult questions and constantly search for 
better answers. We think every student has the potential to 
make a unique contribution to the world we live in. Our role 
is to help them discover their skills and passions, and shape 
those into a meaningful professional identity.”

PROGRAMME  
TEAM 
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Cam Reid
MA in Creative Practice
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Our Master of Arts in Creative Practice has been devised for creative 
practitioners, recent graduates and professionals who wish to examine, 
strengthen and deepen their practice within their own context. This course 
offers a bespoke learning experience that is tailored to each person’s 
practice.The unique programme encourages you to pursue an individual 
research proposal for the duration of the course of study which will allow 
you to examine and strengthen your own practice and place it at the centre 
of your studies. It addresses the needs of graduates in art and design who 
want to continue to develop their practice and develop their identities in 
the context of the creative and cultural industries. Students will maintain 
contact with other creative practitioners and develop freelance or other 
career paths in the context of a portfolio career. This programme will 
prepare those who wish to develop ideas for application to a practice-based 
PhD.

Programme Leader: 
Sam Broadhead

sam.broadhead@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

Programme validated by  
The Open University
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“The MA in Creative Practice provides a community of 
staff and students who act as critical friends in order to 
support your creative development. It encourages ethical 
and collaborative working across a diverse set of disciplines, 
placing your particular aims at the centre of what we do.  
Students are self-directed in their learning and are 
encouraged to think critically about their own and other 
students’ practices. Notions of practice based research are 
questioned and developed throughout the course.”

PROGRAMME  
LEADER  
SAM  
BROADHEAD
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Overview 
The programme is intellectually demanding, but 
not theory heavy. It’s ideal if you have experience 
as a practising artist or designer and a need to 
devote time and energy to your work in a real 
art-school community and atmosphere. Learning 
will be dynamic and interactive, and cohorts will  
be encouraged to share and collaborate with  
one another.

We are a specialist art and design institution,  
so there are many contacts within the College  
to ensure that you’ll communicate and collaborate  
with fellow creative people.

Specially selected staff, with postgraduate 
expertise in their particular fields, will be on hand 
to give MA in Creative Practice students individual 
advice and insight. Staff will encourage you to 
forge links within industry or practice communities, 
leading to the development of original work which 
has relevance to a specific market or audience. 
Tutors are involved in practice-led research which 
will continue to enrich the MA programme 
throughout the course. Tutors are passionate, 
engaged and will help you get the best out of  
your practice.

You will have access to the industry-standard 
facilities in the College. We provide workshops for 
specialist disciplines, areas in which to take part in 
group critiques and well-supported networks of 
computers. Our Library & Learning Resource 
Centre offers you access to over 30,000 books 
and 140 national and international magazines,  

as well as a vast range of multimedia resources.  
The College’s ongoing commitment to maintaining 
up-to-date industry-standard resources means 
you’ll have the opportunity to produce high quality 
work, meeting the demands of modern practice in 
art, craft and design.

The programme is flexible and is designed to  
meet the needs of a variety of artists and designers. 
Running from September to August, it can be taken 
as a full time MA for one year or a part time MA  
for two years.

Entry Requirements 
Typical applicants for the MA in Creative Practice 
could be art and design graduates with a 2:1 or 
above, or current practitioners with relevant 
experience wishing to direct or redirect their  
work in the following ways:

– Deepen their understanding of their practice

– Extend existing skills

– Work at a higher level

–  Understand or create a context  
for their practice

– Understand their practice as research

– Prepare for a practice-based PhD

–  Develop knowledge about the methodologies  
of creative practice

–  Meet with other like-minded practitioners in  
order to develop their work through discussion 
and critical evaluation.

M
A

 C
reative Practice

  Sally Cooke
MA in Creative Practice



— 98 —

— Leeds College of Art —
M

A
 C

re
at

iv
e 

Pr
ac

ti
ce

  
Sally Cooke
MA in Creative Practice

How to Apply
The course is about developing a mastery of the 
skills and practices that you already possess, you 
are helped to extend and deepen your own skills, 
experience and ideas, so a research proposal is  
a key part of the application process.

The proposal will outline what you hope to explore, 
and should be a project which will last throughout 
the course of your study, with a firm outcome at the 
end. Interviews will play a crucial role in selection.

Please complete our application form, which  
you can find at www.leeds-art.ac.uk or from our 
Admissions Team (call them on 0113 202 8000 or 
email admissions@leeds-art.ac.uk). Please follow 
the instructions on the application form carefully, 
and be sure to provide all the information requested 
so we can deal with your application promptly.

Funding
Our current fees are available on our website: 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/fees

All alumni of Leeds College of Art BA (Hons) 
programmes qualify for a discount. 

For the 2016/17 academic year onwards new 
postgraduate loans up to a maximum value of 
£10,000 will be available. These loans will be 
available for all taught and research Masters 
programmes in all subjects for both full-time and 
part-time study. The loans can be used for tuition 
fees, living costs and other study expenses as you see 
fit. For further information visit Student Finance 
England and there is also useful background 
information at www.FindAMasters.com

Useful Links
Professional and Career Development Loan (PCDL) 
-to find out more, call the PCDL helpline on 0800 
100 900 or visit www.direct.gov.uk/pcdl 

For charities and trust fund support – to find out 
more visit: 
www.family-action.org.uk   
www.turn2us.org.uk

  Verity Harr
MA in Creative Practice
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John Gamble
MA in Creative PracticeRebekah Caputo
MA in Creative Practice
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Colin Millward (College alumnus)
Jimmy Wormser [detail] c.1975

Acrylic on canvas
©The Estate of Colin Millward

Exhibited in OUTSIDE Collett Dickenson Pearce 
Exhibition, Blenheim Walk Gallery

(29 May 0 13 July 2015)
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MASTER  
OF ARTS 

IN  
CURATION 
PRACTICES

Our MA in Curation Practices is ideal for those who wish to focus on the 
subject and expansive field of curation, with aspirations to either enter the 
profession or continue to doctoral study. The programme offers the 
opportunity to contribute to growing fields of practice, in addition to the 
advancement of practices in education, arts and the heritage industries.

Programme Contact: 
Janine Sykes

janine.sykes@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

Programme validated by  
The Open University
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“Although expansive and collaborative by nature, 
contemporary curation practices are unified by the desire to 
engage audiences through innovative techniques of display. 
The subject matter of the discipline is incredibly diverse and 
this programme embraces this breadth. It is a recognition 
of the expanse of the discipline, in terms of its contexts 
and content that defines the programme, together with an 
emphasis on scholarly informed practice”

PROGRAMME  
TEAM
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Overview 
This practical and professional programme 
provides opportunities to develop a synthesised 
skill-set, underpinned by scholarly research in 
curatorial discourse. This skill-set includes 
collaborative creativity, communications and 
learning strategies. 

Perfectly situated in a specialist arts community; 
surrounded by the study and production of 
creative artefacts, students will be encouraged to 
take full advantage of what the environment offers. 
Specialist tutors, visiting lecturers and in-house 
professional curators together provide a 
stimulating and relevant curricula. For example, 
topics will include the use of new technologies and 
audience engagement. The programme 
experience is also enriched by a specific and 
College-wide (national and international) 
professional partnership network.  

We provide workshops for the development of 
specialist skills including: visualisation, spatial 
design, object handling and installation. We also 
provide exhibition areas, in addition to access to a 
range of ‘off-site’ spaces through our partnership 
network (based in a range of sectors). However, 
students are to take responsibility for their own 
learning and personal development through 
forging contacts and securing spaces for 
curatorial projects.

We have well-supported networks of computers. 
Our Library & Learning Resource Centre offers 
students access to over 30,000 books and 140 
national and international magazines, as well as a 
vast range of multimedia resources. The Library 
also holds a curated collection of Artist Books and 
the College archive. The College is located in close 
proximity to unique national collections, thereby 
providing access to a range of curatorial subject 
matter, to serve individual research interests.  

In addition to the acquisition of a skill-set relevant 
to contemporary curation practices, the outcome 
of the programme will be a developing portfolio of 
informed curatorial projects. 

Running from September to August, the 
programme can be taken as a full time MA for one 
year or a part time MA for two years. Depending 
upon the point of departure, students could be 
credited with a Postgraduate Certificate, 
Postgraduate Diploma or Masters.

  Graham Tansley
What are you looking at?



— 104 —

— Leeds College of Art —

Entry Requirements 
Applicants for the MA in Curation Practices will 
normally be graduates with a 2:1 or above in art, 
design, media or history of art. Applications will also 
be considered from graduates in the wider 
humanities and social sciences, who have engaged in 
curation. Entry may be possible through a 
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) route, by those 
who can evidence equivalent skills obtained through a 
relevant professional route and wish to enhance their 
curation practice.                                                                                    
How to Apply
As the programme is concerned with the specialist 
knowledge and skill-set, suitable to curation, it is 
necessary to demonstrate a level of engagement 
(prior study or encounter with professional 
practice) with the discipline. Evidence of this is to be 
given in both written and visual formats. This will be 
placed together with a rationale outlining career 
and study aspirations and a statement of intent, 
including what is expected to be achieved on the 
programme and an outline of desirable work-based 
opportunities. Interviews will also play a crucial role 
in selection.

Please complete our application form, which  
you can find at www.leeds-art.ac.uk or from our 
Admissions Team (call them on 0113 202 8000 or 
email admissions@leeds-art.ac.uk). Please follow 
the instructions on the application form carefully, 
and be sure to provide all the information requested 
so we can deal with your application promptly.

Funding
Our current fees are available on our website: 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/fees

All alumni of Leeds College of Art BA (Hons) 
programmes qualify for a discount. 

For the 2016/17 academic year onwards new 
postgraduate loans up to a maximum value of 
£10,000 will be available. These loans will be 
available for all taught and research Masters 
programmes in all subjects for both full-time and 
part-time study. The loans can be used for tuition 
fees, living costs and other study expenses as you see 
fit. For further information visit Student Finance 
England and there is also useful background 
information at www.FindAMasters.com

Useful Links
Professional and Career Development Loan (PCDL) 
-to find out more, call the PCDL helpline on 0800 
100 900 or visit www.direct.gov.uk/pcdl 

For charities and trust fund support – to find out 
more visit: 
www.family-action.org.uk  
www.turn2us.org.uk
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Whether you’re completing GCSEs, A-levels, an Extended Diploma 
or returning to education having spent time away from it a specialist 
college can offer many benefits. You could study a wide range of 
subjects to help you towards your ultimate career goals, or to help 
you decide what your aspirations should be.

Our courses offer the chance to experiment in and experience a 
range of art, design and craft disciplines all designed to build on 
your prior experience and enable you to progress to the next level.

Our FE Courses Are:
• Foundation Diploma in Art & Design 
• Extended Diploma in Art & Design 
• Level 2 Diploma in Visual Arts 
• Access to HE Diploma (Art & Design)

If you’re currently doing GCSEs then the next step  
is our Extended Diploma in Art & Design.

If you’re currently doing A-levels, Extended 
Diploma or similar level 3 qualifications and are  
not yet ready to specialise at Higher Education 
level then the next step is the Foundation Diploma  
in Art and Design.

If you’re returning to education having spent a 
period away from it then our Access to HE Diploma 
(Art & Design) and Level 2 Diploma in Visual Arts 
courses are designed especially for you.

Entry Requirements
For all entry requirements please visit:  
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/FEentry

How to Apply
For all these courses you apply directly  
to the College.

To apply please visit: 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/FEapply
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Polly Morris
Foundation Diploma  
in Art & Design

Foundation Diploma  
end of year show 2015
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Course Leader: 
Sean Kaye 

sean.kaye@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8089

Course Validated by: 
University of the Arts, London

This intensive one year programme is long established and nationally 
respected. The qualification was originally developed at Leeds College of 
Art in the 1950s by Harry Thubron, alongside Victor Pasmore and 
Richard Hamilton at Kings College, Newcastle. The course remains at the 
forefront of Foundation education today. The programme is designed to 
enable you to progress to the degree programme of your choice: our 
students are very highly regarded by the most prestigious art schools, 
nationally and internationally. The course foregrounds problem-solving, 
idea generation and critical thinking; you’ll be asked to reject your 
preconceptions and take risks outside your comfort zone. You will learn 
through playful experimentation and will develop lateral thinking 
strategies in order to approach problems from new perspectives. The 
course gradually moves from wide ranging staff-led projects at the 
beginning of the course to a position of independence by the end. 
Students devise and undertake a significant individual project in the final 
stage of the course. 

FOUNDATION 
DIPLOMA IN 

ART & DESIGN
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Overview 
You will work with a large team of experienced  
and enthusiastic staff who are all practising 
artists and designers. The team has extensive 
experience across a wide breadth of art and 
design disciplines. Tutors will support you through 
the UCAS application process and help you find 
the most appropriate BA course for your future 
development. Admissions tutors at highly 
selective HE institutions look favourably on 
applicants with a foundation diploma. 

The ability to draw is one of an artist and designer’s 
most valuable tools—that is why drawing, in its 
many forms, underpins all elements of the course. 

Within this intensively creative and demanding 
environment you’ll be challenged to become more 
inventive and experimental. You will develop your 
analytical and critical faculties in relation to the 
work of contemporary artists and designers and 
also in relation to the work developed by students  
on the course.

What You’ll Study
During Stage 1 you will be set a range of short 
projects that will develop your understanding  
of art and design ‘languages’ in a wide range  
of media. You will also develop your technical 
understanding across a range of workshops.

In Stage 2 you will work within a Specialist 
Pathway focusing on either MAGPi (including 
moving image, advertising, graphic design, 
photography, illustration), Fine Art (including 
painting, sculpture, drawing, photography,  
film and video, performance) Textiles, Fashion  
& Costume (including constructed textiles, 
embroidery, surface pattern, fashion design, 
costume design), or Object and Spatial Design 
(including architecture, interior design, theatre 
design, transport design, product design, 
furniture design, jewellery, ceramics, glass).  
You will have the opportunity to work with a  
wide range of media including printmaking, 
photography, wood, metal and plastics, fabric-
printing and dyeing, computer software, 
book-binding, glass, ceramics, jewellery, 
animation, moving image and film. As well as 
technical workshops you will engage in a series  
of one-to-one tutorials and group critiques.

Stage 3 is a 9 week project proposed, time 
managed and undertaken by you. This fosters  
the independence required to undertake the most 
challenging undergraduate courses. The project 
forms the bulk of the work that you will exhibit in the 
End of Year Show, which is always well attended by 
art and design professionals, friends and family. 

A programme of lectures, seminars, research  
and reading will introduce you to the breadth of  
art and design. You will develop an understanding  
of contemporary practice within your specialist 
pathway and will compile a critical journal; this will 
prepare you for the discussions that you will have  
in the studio and at degree-course interviews. 

The intense nature of the course makes it vitally 
important that you come prepared to work hard 
and put a lot of effort into what is a very challenging 
yet highly enjoyable year. 

Our Ideal Students 
We are looking for talented people who  
have learned from a range of creative and life 
experiences and who are genuinely excited  
by the possibilities of art and design practice.  
Due to the intensive nature of the programme, 
you will need a high degree of motivation and  
a commitment to hard work. 
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Julia Lopez Martinez
Foundation Diploma in Art & Design

  
Ameera Abdullah 
Foundation Diploma in Art & Design

   
David Knowles 
Foundation Diploma in Art & Design
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“Foundation has been described as a cross between an  
art laboratory and an art and design assault course! If there 
is a job description common to all artists and designers it 
is probably that they have to be able to make things that 
people have never seen before; new images, new objects, 
new environments, new situations. We believe that in order 
to surprise somebody else you must first be able to surprise 
yourself. Interestingly we don’t know what the art and design 
of tomorrow will look like, but we know that it won’t look 
like the art and design of today. We are expecting students 
to surprise us and to surprise themselves. We establish a 
situation on the Foundation course that will enable this  
to happen.”

COURSE  
LEADER  
SEAN KAYE
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Entry Requirements 
Applicants must be 18 years old by 31st August  
on the year of entry.

We interview all applicants with the minimum 
entry requirements who apply by January 15th. 
We look at applicants’ GCSE results/projected  
A level grades.  At interview we will carry out a 
portfolio review and will explore applicants’ 
understanding of contemporary art and design.

For full entry requirements please visit:             
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/FEentry                   

Please be advised that these include achievement 
of English and Maths GCSEs to a prescribed 
level.                              

Where You’ll Study and Past Students
You’ll be based at the College’s Vernon Street  
site, with full access to excellent facilities across 
all disciplines. Past students have included Danny 
Sangra, Sam Arthur, Georgina Starr, Damien 
Hirst, Marcus Harvey, Georgia Shaw, Jill Shaddock, 
Phil Proctor, Laura Carlin, Alex Farrar, Nicholas 
Wheatley, Lucy Clout and Si Scott. 

Where Next?
We have developed strong relationships with  
the leading UK and international undergraduate 
art and design programmes. Our students go on 
to study art and design at degree level and then 
on to high-flying careers across a wide range of 
disciplines. The intense nature of the programme 
means that you make lifelong friends whilst on the 
course who become important members of your 
creative network.The course has a ‘family’ ethos 
and most students come back and visit on a 
regular basis to share their knowledge and 
experience with current students. 
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Eleanor Mottram
Foundation Diploma in Art & Design
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Course Leader: 
Andy Grayston 

andy.grayston@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8000

Course Validated by:
University of the Arts, London

This two year course will help you to discover your talents,  
interests and strengths in a wide range of disciplines. It provides  
the art and design building blocks needed to help you specialise in fashion, 
graphic design, textiles/surface pattern design, 3D design or fine art, 
whilst encouraging diverse specialisms including photography, film, 
animation and computer based design. For committed students the course 
is an attractive alternative to A-levels and our students’ breadth of 
experience and portfolios leads them to progress onto a range of 
prestigious, highly competitive degree courses across the country including 
those at Leeds College of Art. Some students elect to go directly into 
employment. 

EXTENDED 
DIPLOMA 
IN ART &  
DESIGN
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Zoe Kellet
Extended Diploma in Art & Design
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Overview 
This course provides the vital bridge between 
school and university, helping you to become an 
independent thinker and practitioner.

Different pathways exist within each discipline.  
In fashion/textiles, you could specialise in fashion 
design, costume design, fashion styling promotion, 
textile design, design craft or surface-pattern 
design. In fine art, there’s painting, sculpture, 
photography, film and illustration. Graphics offers 
typography, web design, video, illustration, 
animation, advertising, editorial design and 
photography, while 3D includes product design, 
spatial design, interior design, architecture,  
design craft and theatre design.                                   

The Extended Diploma in Art & Design has been 
awarded the Creative Skillset Tick, the industry 
quality mark, following a rigorous assessment 
process by experts working in the Creative 
Industries. The Creative Skillset Tick is awarded 
to practice-based courses which best prepare 
students for a career in the industry. 

What You’ll Study
Year One — You’ll be introduced to the principles 
of art and design theory and practice, plus 
practical skills. You’ll explore and experiment  
as we help you choose a specialism in fashion, 
graphic design, textiles/surface pattern design, 
3D design, or fine art, and you’ll finish the year 
with a major project in this area.

Year Two — You’ll be stretched and challenged  
as you deepen your knowledge and experience  
of the discipline you’re working in. You’ll prepare 
for degree-level study by becoming increasingly 
independent, and you’ll develop your portfolio  
for higher-education applications and interviews. 
You’ll work through a range of briefs, including 
real-life projects with external organisations, plus 

a final major project and your contribution to the 
end of year show. 

Throughout, you’ll learn about the historical and 
cultural contexts of art and design, and study the 
work of other artists, designers and crafts 
people. There will be opportunities for day-trips 
to exhibitions (such as London, Liverpool, 
Newcastle) and to take part in regional and 
national competitions. We’ll help you with job 
searches, writing CVs, interview skills and offer 
guidance and support through the UCAS 
application process. 

Our Ideal Students 
Most of our students have completed GCSEs  
and are interested in a career in art and design.  
Our ideal students are passionate about art and 
design, self-motivated, and keen to experience  
a diverse range of materials, techniques and 
processes. This is a demanding course which 
requires hard work and dedication in a supportive 
environment which will help you to realise your full 
potential in your chosen specialist subject area. 

Entry Requirements 
We look for at least 4 GCSEs, including English and 
Maths to a prescribed level, along with  a portfolio 
of your work, particularly observational drawing. 
For full entry requirements please visit:                                                    
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/FEentry

Where You’ll Study 
You’ll be based at Vernon Street, in Leeds City 
centre, with full access to excellent resources  
and workshops across all disciplines.

Where Next?
The majority of students progress to higher 
education; some choose to do a Foundation  
Diploma or seek employment.
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“Our team of specialist tutors provide an inclusive, 
nurturing environment from which we grow creative talent. 
We help you to discover new skills and provide an exciting 
and varied art & design education that allows individuals to 
develop their own unique practice within the many creative 
disciplines. We work hard to ensure that no portfolio is the 
same and reflects the skills and talents of the individual that 
created it. Our students go on to form exciting careers  
that shape the future of the creative industries.”

COURSE 
LEADER  
ANDY GRAYSTON
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These exciting three-day-a-week courses are ideal for those who are 
returning to education. There are two stand-alone, 14 hours per week, 
year -long courses: the first a Level 2 Diploma in Visual Arts and the 
second a Level 3 Access to HE Diploma (Art & Design). Students usually 
progress from level two to level three; however, those with art and design 
experience and a clear idea of their preferred specialism can apply 
directly for Access to HE Diploma (Art & Design). Many Access to Higher 
Education students win places on the UK’s most competitive degree 
courses including those at Leeds College of Art. This course is for you 
whether you’re just starting out or looking for a new direction in life, and 
if you’re serious about a professional career in art and design. 

Course Leader: 
Adam Stone 

adam.stone@leeds-art.ac.uk  
0113 202 8159

Course validated by  
Diploma in Visual Arts:                     

University of the Arts, London

Access to HE Diploma (Art & Design) 
Certa, Wakefield

ACCESS TO  
HE DIPLOMA  

ART & DESIGN   
AND LEVEL 2 
DIPLOMA IN  
VISUAL ARTS
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Steven Ryder
Level 2 Diploma in Visual Arts

Ross Reynolds
Access to HE Diploma (Art & Design)
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Overview 
These courses offer a supportive atmosphere  
in which to develop your skills and interests, and  
to build your confidence. 

Successfully completing Access to HE Diploma 
(Art & Design) will enable you to apply for art and 
design degree courses here or at any other higher 
education institution. We’ll help you with your 
UCAS application, although you won’t be pushed 
down the university route if that’s not what you 
want. We offer lots of individual guidance as to 
which course and institution are right for you, plus 
support in putting together a strong portfolio  
of work as part of your application. 

What You’ll Study
Most students do the Level 2 Diploma in Visual  
Arts as Year 1 (a level 2 qualification equivalent to 
GCSEs) and Access to HE Diploma (Art & Design) 
as Year 2 (a level-3 qualification equivalent to A’ 
levels), but some come straight onto the Access to 
HE Diploma (Art & Design); we’ll help you decide 
the most appropriate route at your interview. 

Level 2 covers drawing, colour, 3D work, 
computer graphics, photography, ceramics, 
print-making, art and design history (Modernism: 
1880s-1960s), and information and research skills. 
You’ll explore your own strengths and begin 
deciding on your future specialism. There will be  
a major project where you will respond to a given 
theme in your own choice of media. 

Level 3 includes skill development and visual 
awareness, portfolio-building, visual studies,  
a broad based project, self-directed briefs,  
and contextual studies (Post-Modernism: 
 1960s onwards). 

You’ll have the opportunity to work on live  
briefs (competitions or community projects). 
Each year we arrange educational visits to 
galleries, museums and sculpture parks; an 
optional residential visit is also offered .

Our Ideal Students
We’re interested in people from a range of 
backgrounds, who as a result bring a rich variety 
of experience and abilities. We welcome students 
who are returning to education, who are wishing 
to make a start with their career in the Arts as 
well as those looking for a career change. Our 
students work extremely well together, forming 
friendships which last long after leaving.  

Entry Requirements 
Applicants for these courses are mostly over  
the age of 19, those under 19 must have already 
achieved GCSE Maths and English to a 
prescribed level before the course commences. 
For full entry requirements please visit: www.
leeds-art.ac.uk/FEentry

Access to HE Diploma (Art & Design)
A portfolio of work is required at interview which 
demonstrates a broad range of skills in a number  
of media and materials, you will also find some 
knowledge of art history to be an advantage. 
Students applying for the course should be aware 
that alongside work in College, the course also 
involves additional independent study.                       
For full entry requirements please visit:            
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/FEentry

When You’ll Study 
Level 2 Diploma in Visual Arts students attend 
College on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
Level 3 Access to HE Diploma (Art & Design) 
students attend on Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. All classes take place from 10am-
3.30pm. 

Where You’ll Study and Work
Your main base will be a large studio in our  
Vernon Street building. You’ll also have the use  
of our computer suites, print-making facilities, 
photographic studios and darkrooms, and our 3D 
workshops (ceramics/glass, casting, metalwork, 
and woodwork/plastics). 

Where Next?
The majority of our students who seek to 
progress from the Access to HE Diploma (Art & 
Design) programme to degree level study win 
places on higher-education courses of their 
choice, including highly competitive local and 
national courses. 
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ACCESS TO HE DIPLOMA (ART & DESIGN)
“Access is about discovering new 
ways of thinking and seeing. We 
aim to support students to find their 
own voice and develop innovative 
and authentic art and design. The 
course seeks to challenge embedded 
preconception and promote lateral 
thinking. We encourage a spirit of 
inquiry through the exploration of 
media, materials and techniques and 
want you to be surprised by what you 
make and in turn surprise us. 
Access is about a passion to make 
and a desire to express your ideas. 
It is a course that demands your 
engagement and focuses your 
attention. The Access course is 
designed to build confidence through 
achievement and foster professional 
practice through a growing personal 
investment in your research and 
making.
Access is about establishing a space 
to investigate, test, experiment and 
above all make mistakes. To really 
imagine and create the art and design 
of the future. It is an incubator for the 
imagination, a place of shared ideas 
and values. We aim to help everyone 
across a range of art and design 
disciplines achieve their goals of 
entering  higher education.”

LEVEL TWO DIPLOMA IN VISUAL ARTS
“Our Diploma in Visual Arts is a 
course that will open your eyes to a 
new visual world. It requires an open 
mind and a willingness to question 
assumptions. Enthusiasm and 
motivation are essential  
to get the most from this course.  
Through a series of directed projects 
students inquire into the breadth, 
depth and possibility of visual 
language. The approach is 
experimental and rigorous, building 
skills and developing fluency in using 
a range of media, materials and 
techniques. This course is designed to 
build confidence and enthuse learners 
with the fantastic potential that art 
and design can offer. This course is a 
vital stepping stone on the road to 
Access to HE and a future application 
for degree level study.”

COURSE  
LEADER  
ADAM STONE
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INFORMATION

In section three we provide further information on why you 
should choose Leeds College of Art to study art and design. 

We’re very proud of what we offer, from world-class, award-
winning facilities to the employability support we give you to make 

sure you build a successful career in the creative industries. 
We’re also there to support you at those difficult times, if you’re 

struggling or need extra help in a certain area and once you study 
with us we aim to support and help you for many more years 

through our alumni association.

3
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Computers and Multimedia 
Our computer suites house networks of the 
latest Apple Mac Computers, all supported by  
a team of specialist staff. You will use regularly 
updated, industry-standard software for a wide 
range of applications, learning on similar 
equipment you’d use in the workplace. 

Libraries 
Our libraries offer access to important study 
resources including:

• 60,000+ books

• 170+ national and international magazine 
subscriptions 

• 3,000+ DVDs (plus viewing equipment) 

• 150+ console games 

• B/W and colour photocopiers, computers 
printers and scanners

• Specialist collections of ‘artists and  
photographers’ books 

• A growing collection of online subscriptions  
and e-books 

• Access to a collection of recorded TV  
programmes. 

Our undergraduate students can also use other 
university libraries in Leeds and beyond with a 
SCONUL Access pass. We also have access to 
the inter-library loan facility for books and  
journal articles nationally .

College Shops 
Our not-for-profit shops and studio resources 
offer very competitive rates on most of the 
materials you’ll need, so you won’t need to keep 
popping into the city centre. We sell a wide range 
of materials including paints, inks, paper, card, 
adhesives, portfolios, sketchbooks, film, digital 
media and other stationery. You can also get hold 
of some specialist course materials through the 
workshop stores. Our staff are experienced in 

finding reasonably priced and appropriate 
materials and will always be glad to help, 
particularly with more unusual requests. 

Specialist Workshops & Studios 
Our workshops and studios are equipped to 
industry standards, and are run by highly skilled 
staff who contribute significantly to our teaching. 
Studios are open on a Saturday and workshops 
have a drop-in facility so you can carry on working in 
your own time (providing you’ve completed your 
workshop inductions). The workshops range across 
both our sites and depending on your course and 
level of study you’ll get access to the following.

Photography—Our extensive digital and film 
facilities include dedicated lighting studio spaces 
with professional equipment, including infinity 
coves. Our darkrooms cover a range of black-
and-white process and printing facilities  
for 35mm and medium and large-format film 
photography. Equipment is available for students 
to borrow, including digital and film SLRs; medium 
and large-format film cameras; medium-format, 
high resolution digital cameras; portable flash 
gear and continuous lighting. 

Film/video and audio-visual—This workshop  
offers industry-standard video production and 
editing equipment, including high-definition video 
cameras and top-of-the-range editing suites. 
Plentiful lighting kits are available for location and 
studio work. Acoustically insulated sound booths, 
fitted with state-of-the-art audio equipment, allow 
perfect recordings of the quietest and loudest 
sounds. We also have post-production equipment 
for video and audio, allowing you to seamlessly 
sew your film or sound project together. 

Printmaking—Our impressive workshops  
are equipped to a high professional standard. 
Facilities include flat-bed and vacuum-bed 
screen-printing for textiles and paper, using a 
variety of print media. We also have three digital 
textile printers and a big dye laboratory. The print 
workshop provides excellent facilities for mostly 

Our Facilities
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At Leeds College of Art you will not be held back by the limitations of facilities or 
equipment. Our fabulous, state-of-the-art resources and libraries offer you the 
best possible opportunities for proving your talent and your potential. You’ll be able 
to produce work which meets or exceeds the demands of modern practice in art 
and design. 
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paper-based printmaking using a range of 
processes, including intaglio (drypoint and 
etching), screen-printing, mono-printing, linocut 
and experimental computer-based work. 

Digital printing—These facilities enable you to 
produce professional-standard, large-format 
digital printing and print finishing. We have large 
format (printing up to A0) printers which are 
capable of printing over a metre wide. There are 
also high quality inkjet printers capable of printing 
up to A2. Our negative scanners allow 
professional quality film scanning at both large 
format, medium format and 35mm. Our vinyl 
cutter enables designs to be cut from many types 
of vinyl and plastic. 

Fashion workshops—Our equipment meets  
the most stringent demands of contemporary 
practice, including a large number of industrial 
sewing and knitting machines, pressing equipment, 
pattern-cutting and grading facilities, and 
specialist millinery equipment. 

3D workshops—Our purpose built workshops  
for working with wood, metal and plastics are 
equipped with industrial-standard machinery, 
with specialist machines (some computer-

controlled) supplemented by extensive hand-  
and power-tools. All methods of traditional and 
modern construction, along with decorative 
techniques and finishes, are achievable with  
wood. The facilities for metal and plastics include 
plasma-cutting, electric and gas welding, brazing, 
milling, folding and turning, tube bending and 
micro-welding. Sand, lost wax and vacuum  
casting can be carried out. Our glass, ceramics 
and casting workshops are used to explore 
sculptural processes using materials like plaster, 
wax, latex, moulding rubbers with ceramic and 
glass facilities. Glass processes include fusing, 
slumping and simple casting projects. Among the 
many uses of clay we can also decorate ceramic 
ware using professional transfer processes.

To explore our facilities visit the virtual tour on our 
website at: www.leeds-art.ac.uk/international/
virtual-tour

O
ur Facilities
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Your Future Career

You’ll be fully prepared because, while you’re  
with us, you’ll go through the essential process of 
finding out who you are as a creative practitioner. 
We’ll guide and encourage you to discover what 
you want to do when you leave us, and how you’ll do 
it. We’ll also work extremely hard to ensure you 
develop the skills and experience  you need to gain 
a real competitive advantage.

We’re committed to helping you maximise your 
chances of future success. We’ll connect you  
with industry while you’re studying and provide 
lots of opportunities to build an impressive CV.  
We’ll help you prepare to find a job, become 
self-employed or help you move on to 
postgraduate study.

While you’re studying with us
We understand how important it is for creative 
students to have commercial awareness so that 
you can contribute to the financial success of any 
business you’re involved in. That’s why we’ll help you 
to develop a wide range of employability and 
enterprise skills.

You’ll have plenty of opportunities to mix with the 
creative industries and network with potential 
employers, and we’ll offer you advice on how  
to set up in business. You’ll develop skills such  
as teamwork, time management, project 
management, reflection, problem-solving, 
self-motivation and independent decision-making 
– all crucial, whether you’re looking for a job 
(employment) or working for yourself (enterprise). 

Here are just some of the ways we can help (and 
there’s a lot more information on our website).

Start-Up Wednesdays 
Interested in setting up your own business when 
you graduate? Our Start-Up Wednesday sessions 
will help you develop your idea, become self-
employed, manage your money and pitch your 
‘product’ successfully.

Career-Track Tuesdays 
These evening workshops will help you plan your 
career by getting you thinking about the world of 

work. We’ll help you fine-tune your strategy, 
perfect your CV, practise interview skills, and  
secure that ideal job. We’ll also cover postgraduate 
qualifications, how to approach galleries, how to 
exhibit, how to price your work, how to win and 
manage commissions, and how to source funding.

Easter & summer programmes
At Easter, we run a two-day programme on 
enterprise & employability. Then, for a week  
in summer, we run a further programme on 
enterprise, culminating in the presentation of  
our Principal’s Enterprise Award, which means 
£500 of mentoring for the best business idea. 
Free accommodation is available for the summer 
programme. 

Career coaching 
Sometimes you just need to talk your career  
plans and ideas through with someone who can 
help you think more clearly. While you’re with us, 
you’ll have access to a career coach who specialises 
in advising people in the creative sector.  
They provide sound, constructive advice from a 
position of skill, experience and understanding  
of the creative sector. 

Work experience 
Work experience, should you choose to do it, 
provides a great way to get a taste of real-life 
practice. Even better, it’s not uncommon for 
employers to offer work experience students a 
job when they graduate. You’ll normally arrange 
work experience during the holidays, but it can be 
permitted during term-time if it contributes to 
your coursework. The Personal & Professional 
Practice modules on your course will also help you 
research the creative industries and find 
companies you’d like to approach.

Live briefs & competitions
Most courses offer the chance to get involved  
in real-life briefs and projects. All sorts of 
opportunities are advertised through the student 
bulletin and noticeboard, from requests for 
curators or artwork for exhibitions to employment 

When you graduate with a degree from Leeds College of Art, you’ll be stepping 
out into the fast-growing and exciting world of the creative industries. You’ll have 
developed your talent, built your confidence and learned new skills, and you’ll be 
fully prepared to start your career – whatever you choose to do.
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opportunities and national and international 
competitions with financial rewards.

Visiting professionals
We invite leading talented individuals from the 
creative and cultural industries to come and share 
their experiences with you and to offer career 

Creatives in Residence
Our Creatives in Residence scheme offers a few 
former students access to College facilities and a 
helpful support network. You can apply if you 
graduated five years ago or less, have a project in 
mind, and want to set up as an independent 
practitioner.  
You might be looking for commissions or freelance 
work, or working on community-based or gallery 
projects, or developing a product launch for a 
potential business. The scheme normally lasts 
three months and has proved hugely beneficial to 
both its participants and our current students.

Duke Studios
Recent graduates can apply for space at Duke 
Studios thanks to our unique partnership with this 
creative co-working studio right in the heart of 
Leeds. It provides a nurturing environment in which 
to set up your own business, and it comes with 
support and advice provided by the College and 
industry professionals. It’s ideal for screen-based 
‘clean’ activities such as digital media and design. 
Alumni who’ve used Duke Studios include Made by 
Alphabet, award-winning Hungry Sandwich Club 
and branding and print designers Passport. 

East Street Arts 
When you graduate, you might also apply for 
studio space in Leeds. We’ve partnered with East 
Street Arts to secure two artist’s studio spaces 
for alumni looking to develop their practice. These 
light and airy spaces offer access to artists’ 
networks, resources and opportunities. The 
space is shared with fellow professional artists and 
provides a great platform from which to launch a 
career. 

advice. What they have to offer will help spark ideas 
for your work and provide that invaluable ‘real-life’ 
perspective which is so useful when planning your 
future. In 2014-15, our guests included the 
illustrator Victo Ngai, cyborg activist Neil 
Harbisson, sculptor Cathy de Monchaux, animator 
Lee Hardcastle, and photographers Lorentz 
Gullachsen and Dougie Wallace. 

Join Creative Networks
Creative Networks is our own major professional 
events programme – the largest network of its 
type in the region. It’s a fantastic chance to mix 
with people from industry and to hear fascinating 
talks from leading speakers. Students, former 
students and staff at Leeds College of Art are 
all welcome to attend. High-profile speakers 
entertain, challenge and stimulate their audiences 
as they recount their career journeys and provide 
insights into the latest industry developments.

We’ve featured a wide range of artists, academics, 
creative thinkers and designers, including fashion 
designers Patrick Grant and Giles Deacon, 
designer Jimmy Choo, comedian Adam Buxton, 
television presenter Danny Leigh, photographer 
Kevin Cummins, creative director Eric Kessels, 
media entrepreneur Jamal Edwards, Red or Dead 
co-founder Wayne Hemingway, BAFTA nominated 
film-makers Clio Barnard and Elaine Constantine, 
fantasy author and entrepreneur Ian Livingstone 
CBE, contemporary artists ‘Bob & Roberta 
Smith’, David Shrigley and 2012 Turner Prize 
Winner Elizabeth Price.

 

After Graduation
It’s a competitive world out there, no matter how talented, hard-working and 
ambitious you are. That’s why we’re fully committed to preparing you for the 
challenges faced by graduates everywhere. Whatever your plans, we’ll give  
you a helping hand to maximise your chances of success.
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Student Union
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Student Representation
The Students’ Union is the voice of our students 
across the College, the city and the nation. Each 
spring, Student Elections are held to appoint those 
who will run the Students’ Union for the 
forthcoming year. This exciting event sees students 
from across the College campaign for roles on the 
team that play an important part in improving the 
student experience. Each course and programme 
also elects its own set of Student Representatives 
who provide a valuable link to College staff and 
management; enabling feedback and ensuring that 
the student voice is heard throughout the College.

Entertainment
Whether you feel excited or nervous about 
Freshers Week, our calendar of activities and 
events will help you to settle into College life and 
allow you to get to know your fellow students and 
this brilliant city. Our links with some of the city’s 
best shops, bars and attractions mean you can 
access great deals, up-to-date news on events and 
every opportunity to relax and have fun. 

Our Students’ Union team work hard to ensure that every student gets the most 
from their time at the College and in the city. Throughout the year, we organise 
activities and events, run societies and sports teams and represent students’ views 
across all courses and programmes. There are many ways in which you can get 
involved with us; allowing you to have your say, have fun and meet new people.
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Clubs & Societies
Joining one of our societies is a great way to meet 
other students. We currently offer all sorts and 
have lots of societies; Leeds Arts Party, Cheese, 
Christian Union, Comic Arts, Film, Life Drawing, 
Raise and Give [RAG], Snow Sports, Music, 
LGBTQ+ and Conscious Creatives [Sustainability]. 
If you’ve got an interest and want to get other 
students involved, we can even help you get a 
society or club up and running, providing support 
throughout.

The National Union of Students (NUS) 
The NUS campaigns nationally on student issues 
ranging from tuition fees to safer accommodation 
and fair access to education. They provide our staff 
and students with excellent training and support. 
The NUS Extra card is a great way for students to 
take advantage of hundreds of exclusive deals and 
discounts online, in shops, bars and entertainment 
venues. 

Sports & Activities 
Get fit, get involved, make friends—and most 
importantly, have fun!

Sports Card
By purchasing the annual Sports Membership, 
students are entitled to participate in any sports 
activity provided by the Students’ Union during 
the academic year. Students can find out what’s 
happening through our website and noticeboards 
in College. A booklet featuring our sports and 
fitness information is sent out prior to enrolment.

Fitness Classes
Our fitness activities and classes are open to all 
Sports Members. The Students’ Union arranges 
a programme of varied activities including boxing, 

circuit training, kettlebells, dance, pilates and yoga. 
We work with qualified instructors who provide 
professional guidance and help students to improve 
their fitness, health and technique.

Sports Teams & Competitions
We run two teams that participate in the national 
BUCS (British Universities & College Sports) 
Leagues. We currently run a male [18+] 11-a-side 
football team and a female [18+] netball team. 
Our football team is now in its seventh year of 
competition and in 2012 the netball team were 
crowned champions of their division in their 
very first season. Introduction sessions are held 
at the start of the year with training sessions 
and competitive, friendly fixtures held between 
October and March. Students are also able to 
enter individual BUCS championships in a number 
of disciplines available throughout the year. Past 
students have taken part in events such as Cross 
Country Running, Road Cycling and Ten Pin 
Bowling. 

Contacts
student.union@leeds-art.ac.uk 
Blenheim Walk main office: 0113 202 8297 
Vernon Street office: 0113 202 8250 
Twitter: @leedsartsu
Facebook: ‘Leeds College of Art Students’ Union’ 
Instagram: @leedsartsu 
Pinterest: @leedsartsu

Staff
Emma Cook Student Liaison Officer 
Kaitlyn Badger, Student Liaison Assistant

www.lcasu.co.uk 

Student U
nion
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Student Support

Our Student Welfare Team
Our Student Welfare Team will be pleased to help 
you with any issue or problem you may encounter. 
If we can’t answer your particular query, we’ll help 
you contact the right person or agency, or we’ll 
speak or write to them on your behalf. 

We provide information, guidance and/or advice on: 
• Applying for all our programmes 
• Funding your course and your finances 
• Accommodation 
• Counselling and welfare 
• Disability support 

Our Academic Development Team 
Writing doesn’t come easily to everyone, but 
improved confidence in this area can enhance your 
creative development. We can help you to develop 
your skills in research and written communication 
through taught and one-to-one sessions. We also 
use a range of assistive technology to help you 
independently explore and analyse the world of art. 
Dyslexia is fairly common among highly creative 
people, so we offer assessments and support as well 
as advice and referrals on a range of related issues. 

For further information and contact details please 
visit: www.leeds-art.ac.uk/student-support

Our high-quality student support will help you to enjoy your learning and make the 
most of student life.
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We Welcome Everybody

We have an Equality and Diversity Policy which is 
supplemented by additional guidance for staff, 
which describes how we will promote equality and 
diversity as well as tackling and eliminating 
discrimination.  We embed equality across all 
aspects of our work. This includes a commitment to 
having services that are of equal value to everyone. 

We acknowledge and value diversity, whether in 
individuals, groups or in communities. We 
recognise that equality issues are complex and 
straddle more than just the protected 
characteristics defined in legislation. Life 
circumstances and opportunities also affect us, and 
we take account of issues such as cultural and 
economic background, access to education, 
physical and social environment, and health in 
providing services to our staff and students.

Our students have regular tutorials with 
members of their programme team, providing the 
opportunity to raise any issues of concern, whether 
personal or programme-related. Our tutors work 
with students to provide guidance and support so 
that problems can be resolved, and that students’ 
time here is enriching and worthwhile. If you have 
practical, physical or mobility problems (or any 
other disability), please let us know. We have a team 
of staff who can give you additional support, and 
we’ll try help you resource any specific equipment, 
technology or support you may need to help with 
your studies.

W
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Leeds College of Art has a diverse student population. Our students range from 
16 to 70+ years of age; they come from different ethnic and social backgrounds; 
a number also have disabilities; and all have different learning styles and needs. 
The College recognises the benefits this diversity brings, and we aim to provide a 
learning environment free from discrimination, harassment or victimisation. We 
were delighted to be re-accredited with the Investors in Diversity Award in June 
2015.
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Supporting You All the Way
Our International Office is here to support 
you throughout the application process, help 
you through the transition from applicant to 
student, and welcome you to the College. We 
will keep in touch with you throughout your time 
with us to offer any advice you might need. We 
can offer information and advice on all issues 
affecting international students. This includes 
guidance on the visa application process, financial 
matters, travel to Leeds, accommodation, police 
registration, healthcare, working in the UK and 
much more.  

The Home Office website has lots of useful and 
important information about visa requirements: 
www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa 

The UK Council for International Student Affairs 
(UKCISA) website is also a valuable source of 
information: www.ukcisa.org.uk

Entry Requirements
We welcome applications from international 
students for all levels of study. We select 
our students based on their academic 
background and their portfolio of work.  For 
full information about how to apply please see:                                                  
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/INT-apply

For advice on preparing your portfolio see:         
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/portfolio-guide

Our English language requirements are:

Extended Diploma / Foundation Diploma: IELTS 
5.0 (with no component below 4.5)

BA (Hons): IELTS 5.5 (with no component below 
5.5)

MA: IELTS 6.0 (with no component below 5.5)

We value the diversity our international student body brings to Leeds College of Art 
and pride ourselves on offering a friendly, secure environment in such an exciting 
and multi-cultural student city. You will be joining a creative community located in 
the heart of Leeds, committed to nurturing your talent and helping you maximise 
your potential. We currently have nearly 50 nationalities represented on campus so 
you will be joining a truly international community!

International Students
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Welcome
Our orientation events and welcome tour will help 
you to make new friends, meet your course teams 
and settle in to life in Leeds. We will introduce 
you to the main sights in the city centre as well as 
practical things like where the banks are, finishing 
off with a welcome lunch!

English Language Support
English language support is available as part of 
your tuition. You will have access to a qualified tutor 
as appropriate.

Any Questions? 
Contact the International Office

Tel: +44 (0) 113 202 8060 or 8130

Email: international@leeds-art.ac.uk 
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Overseas Opportunities

Erasmus and European Study exchange
Under the Erasmus+ scheme degree students 
in their second year can apply to spend one 
semester studying at one of our European partner 
institutions with the benefit of Erasmus+ funding 
support. Participating in the Erasmus scheme 
is a great way to travel and make new friends 
from all over the world, while experiencing 
your specialism from a completely new 
perspective. For more information, please visit                                                              
www.leeds-art.ac.uk/erasmus                                                                     
Leeds College of Art also has a worldwide 
exchange with the Fashion Institute of Technology 
in New York City.

Study Visits
Many of our programmes arrange guided overseas 
study visits as part of the course. Previous 
visits have included cities such as Paris, Berlin, 
Barcelona, Tokyo and New York. 

International Volunteering
We have teamed up with East African 
Playgrounds (EAP) to offer students the 
opportunity to volunteer in Uganda. Students 
work to support a community development 
programme with activities centred around arts 
and crafts, sports and coaching. Please visit www.
eastafricanplaygrounds.org

International volunteering is a great way to give 
something back, make new friends and travel. It 
can also help develop personal, international and 
intercultural skills useful in preparing for life after 
graduation.

Work Experience
Our students have negotiated work experience 
opportunities across Europe and in Australia, 
China, India, the Philippines, UAE, USA, and 
beyond. Where you go is up to you! 

Competitions
By getting through to the finals of prestigious 
international competitions, our students have had 
opportunities to travel and exhibit across Europe 
and the USA.  

We encourage students to develop global perspectives and cross-cultural 
capabilities through engagement in projects, work and study abroad, 
competitions and volunteering.
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Alumni Association
When you leave College you become part of an amazing network of peers and 
creative industry professionals. Everyone who has studied with us becomes a 
valued member of our alumni community. With regular alumni emails and access 
to closed LinkedIn groups, you can keep in touch with College, fellow and former 
students and really make the most of this network. Alumni also receive a host of 
benefits including a quarterly bulletin packed with all the latest news, events and 
job opportunities as well as invitations to join us at exhibition previews, and 
College and alumni events locally and nationally. 

We hope to create a lifelong relationship with  
all of our former students, the alumni association 
aims to build and nurture this incredible creative 
community of College alumni, staff and current 
students. With notable alumni spanning right from 
the first graduates of Leeds School of Art in 1846, 
we want to ensure all our students benefit from 
contact with past, present and future students.

Just Some of Our Success Stories
Throughout our 170 year history we have consistently 
produced the artists and designers of the future: 

sculptors Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth 
studied here, as did Marcus Harvey, Damien Hirst, 
Georgina Starr, Danny Sangra and Omar 
Kashoura. In 2015 alone we saw alumni selected for 
the prestigious Bloomberg New Contemporaries 
Exhibition (Lydia Brockless) and win the New 
Designers Alumni Choice Award at May Design 
Series (Amy Bartlett). Alumni of the College work 
in every area of artistic and creative practice, 
education and arts management, offering a wealth 
of advice and opportunities to current students, 
whichever profession you decide to pursue.

A
lum

ni A
ssociation



— 136 —

— Leeds College of Art —

Leeds College of Art 
Blenheim Walk 
Leeds, LS2 9AQ
Tel. +44 (0)113 202 8000 
Fax. +44 (0)113 202 8001
info@leeds-art.ac.uk 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk
 
This prospectus is intended as a 
general guide to Leeds College of Art’s 
programmes, staff and facilities; it forms 
no part of a contract between you and the 
College. The prospectus is prepared in 
advance of the academic year to which 
it relates but the College makes every 
effort to ensure it is accurate. However 
it is always possible that this information 
could change due to funding changes or 
other circumstances beyond our control. 
The Leeds College of Art website is the 
most up-to-date source of information 
regarding programmes and facilities, 
however key information along with terms 
and conditions will be sent to you if we 
make you an offer after your application. 
In the event of any inconsistency such key 
information will prevail over information in 
this prospectus.
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