
 

 

 

  



 

Editor's Welcome 

We have a bumper issue for you this month with two new columns. 

 

The first is from James Pacheco who has recommended some bets in the Champions League 

along with his detailed analysis of the competition and the contenders. 

 

The other new column is from Paul Moon of the racing horse website 

(www.theracinghorse.co.uk). Paul will be sharing some of the stepping stones that make up his 

very successful selection method. You can read Paul's first article inside.  

 

We also have the regular columns that you've come to expect every month.  

 

Nick Hardman looks at trainers that send out winners towards the end of the flat season and the 

systems he has researched will hopefully bring us profits as the flat wraps up. 

 

John Burke has looked at trainers who profit from Nursery races that feature in the cards at the 

bank end of the season and he shares systems to help us profit from these 2 year old handicaps. 

 

We also have the second part of our discussion with Paul Jones, a look at Ayr race course along 

with a profile of the likely winner of the Ayr Gold Cup and a look at the third leg of the Triple 

Crown, the Doncaster St Leger. 

 

Finally we have the usual reviews and tipster tables. 

 

 



We have highlighted in red all the systems that are included in the portfolio that make up the 

selections that we send out to subscribers of our Selections Found For You service. 

 

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/selections-found-for-you/ 

 

And of course if you prefer to find your own selections you can follow along by checking the 

systems in red that we have published this month and over the last few months. 

 

All the best  

 

Darren Power 

 

PS: If you've picked up this issue from a friend and would like to subscribe for free Click Here. 

  

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/selections-found-for-you/
https://www.oncourseprofits.com/sub4free


 

End of season flat trainers 

September and October are traditionally difficult months for punters. This is quite simply 

because of the transition between the end of the flat season and the beginning of the jumps 

season.  

 

As the flat season winds down, the like of the Guineas meeting, the Derby, Royal Ascot and 

Glorious Goodwood have all been and gone and, with the exception of the St Leger meeting and 

the Cesarewitch and Cambridgeshire handicaps, there is not much to get excited about. At the 

same time, we see the jumps action kick in with relatively low-grade stuff and it is difficult to 

back anything with any real confidence.  

 

However, one way to keep the ball rolling is to focus on those flat trainers who do well in the 

final two months of the season and that is the topic of this month’s article.  

 

Identifying which trainers do well at this time of the year, and with which type of runner, can 

turn a difficult punting period into a profitable one. So, let’s take a look at those trainers we 

need to watch out for on the flat in September and October. 

John Gosden 

John Gosden sends out a lot of runners at the back end of the flat season, typically around 130 

during September and October and his overall stats since 2010 are shown below: 

 



Those numbers are pretty impressive with close to 200 winners at a strike rate just over 20% 

and a profit at Betfair SP of over £200 for £1 staked on each runner. Every year he has made a 

profit at Betfair SP so we have plenty to work with here and the strike rate is consistently 

around 18 to 25%. 

 

There are a number of ways we can explore this data and the first thing I want to do is to take a 

look at the age of the horses, especially given that there are plenty of 2yo handicap races 

(referred to as nurseries) towards the back end of the season. The breakdown of his results by 

age of the runners is given in the table below: 

 

 
 

The first thing of note is that just over half of his 199 winners since 2010 have been aged 2yo. 

These runners have a 23% strike rate and a 50% win and place strike rate and have produced 

some fairly good profit over on the betting exchanges. The ROI at Betfair SP is very good at 

around 32%. 

 

Focussing on the 2yo’s we see that the majority run in non-handicap races and these have a 

record of 84-379 (22% strike rate) for a profit of £117.82 at Betfair SP. The nursery runners are 

few and far between but still chip in with a record of 11-38 (29% strike rate) for a profit of 

£27.29 so these should not be ignored. 

 

The second thing I want to look at is race distance and the results of his 2yo runners racing over 

a variety of distances is shown below: 

 

 
 

Those running over sprint trips have a combined record of 11-49 (22% strike rate) but do not 

offer us much in the way of profit (£4.54) or ROI and I would be inclined to concentrate on 

those racing over 7f to 1m 1f as these runners are more profitable. We will concentrate on those 

runners racing over 7f to 1m 1f and see if there is any angle we can use to maximise the profits 

these runners generate. 



Perhaps the most interesting statistic is the race going. The British weather is unpredictable, and 

we will see a range of going descriptions from heavy to good to firm in September and October. 

Interestingly, the Gosden runners are not profitable in these months under heavy or soft 

conditions.  

 

Take a look at the table below: 

 

 
 

Those running on heavy, soft and good to soft have a combined record of 41-197 which is an 

exceptional 20% strike rate but they combine for a total loss of £44.92 at Betfair SP. In contrast, 

those running on good and good to firm ground have a combined record of 51-207 and produce 

profits of £192.38 at Betfair SP. That is certainly something to bear in mind for this season. 

 

The next thing of note is race class. John Gosden was champion trainer in 2017/18 and you 

would expect a high number of winners at the highest grades.  

 

However, remember that we are focussing on the end of the season and most of the high class 

2yo race will have been and gone. The breakdown in performance of his 2yo runners in 

September and October at different race classes is given in the table below: 

 

 
 

The strike rate of those running in class 1 to 3 is very impressive (27-93; 28%) but you would 

only make a small profit backing these runners. In contrast, those running in class 4 and class 5 

races have a record of 64-310 (21%) but these runners combine for a profit of £144.56 on the 

exchanges.  

 

This tells me the class 1 to 3 runners are very well fancied and overbet, offering little in the way 

of value. The runners in the lower classes may not have the same strike rate but they are 

certainly better value. 

 

There is not much more I want to do with the John Gosden 2yo’s so my advice is to stick to 

those racing over 7f to 1m 1f and focus on class 4 races and lower, paying particular attention to 

the ground conditions, with those racing on good ground or better being the preferred option. 

 

 



Finally, on Mr Gosden it is worth noting that is 3yo runners are not profitable to follow in the 

final months of the flat turf season. We have already looked at the 2yo’s and picked out a few 

angles worth noting, but his older horses (4yo and older) are also fairly decent in September and 

October.  

 

They have a combined record of 30-158 (19% strike rate) and have produced a decent profit of 

£70.49 at Betfair SP. Interestingly, these runners all won at class 1 to class 3 level. Combining 

these with the 2yo’s who perform best at class 4 and 5 level gives you total coverage over all the 

race classes and again is something else to consider. 

 

System: Back John Gosden 2yr olds on Good or Good/Firm going in Class 4,5 or 6, running 

over 7f-1m1f during September and October. 

William Haggas 

Another trainer with plenty of runners at the back end of the season is William Haggas. His 

overall record since 2010 is not as impressive as John Gosden. 167 winners from 922 runners at 

a strike rate of 18% and a more or less break-even scenario on the exchanges does however, 

give us plenty to work with. 

 

Like John Gosden, the first port of call for the Haggas end of season runners is the 2yo’s. Since 

2010 he has been successful with 77 2yo’s in September and October from 455 runners. The 

strike rate is 17%, a bit below that seen across all his runners, but backing all 2yo’s in these 

months would have generated profit to the tune of £47.16 at Betfair SP. 

 

 
 

The angle here is to avoid those running over sprint trips of 5f, 5 ½f and 6f. They have an 

overall record of 25-144, again respectable, but show a combined loss. Those racing over 6 ½f 

to 1m appears to be the way to go. They have an overall record of 50-294 (17% strike rate) but 

combine for a decent profit of £94.10 at Betfair SP. That is one potential angle for his 2yo’s. 

 

However, a potentially more profitable one is to concentrate on his runners in maiden races. His 

runners in maiden races have a decent record of 53-283 (19% strike rate) and show a profit of 

£85.40. Similar results are observed to those we saw when we looked at race distance.  

 

However, we can get a much better strike rate by eliminating maiden runners having their first 

start as these only have a strike rate of 9%. If we concentrate on those that have had a run, we 

are left with the following figures: 

 

 
 

The overall profit is reduced but now we have a much more manageable strike rate and an 

exceptionally good ROI.  



The profit is down compared to backing all maiden runners, including debutants, as amongst the 

9% of first time winners were a couple that went in at big prices on the exchanges.  

 

Seeing as betting is such a psychological past time, it makes sense to most punters to go with an 

angle with a 28% strike rate over one with a 9% strike rate. 

 

 

So, the angle for William Haggas in September and October: 

 

System: Back William Haggas 2yo runners in maiden races that have had at least one previous 

run in September and October. 

 

So far we have two trainers and it is their 2yo’s that should be followed under certain 

conditions. I know a lot of people who like to steer clear of betting in 2yo races so it is time to 

take a look at those trainers who are worth following with their 3yo and older runners. The first 

on the list is Roger Varian. 

Roger Varian 

I have eliminated Roger Varian’s 2yo runners and gone with those aged 3yo and older. Their 

record in the months of September and October is shown in the table below: 

 

 
 

Those figures alone are impressive with the strike rate coming in above 20%, the profit at 

Betfair SP coming in at over £132 for each £1 staked on each selection and the ROI is a shade 

under 40%. As always, we can dig deeper into those numbers and see if we can improve upon it 

or merely leave it alone as a simple set-and-go system. 

 

There is a nice split between the handicappers and the non-handicappers with both sets of 

runners having a similar strike rate, profit and ROI. Therefore, both can be backed. 

 

 
 

One possible filter is race distance as he has had only 3 winners from 29 runners in races over 

further than 1m 4f. Therefore, we will stick to all race distances up to and including 1 and 1 ½ 

miles. 

 

I would also be inclined to stick with the 3yo and 4yo runners. He doesn’t run many aged 5yo 

and older and they do pick up the odd race, but the majority of winners and profits have been 

realised by sticking to the 3yo and 4yo’s. In fact, they have combined for 64 wins from 276 

runners at a strike rate of 23% when running over distances up to and including 1m 4f.  

 



I think it is safe to say we can leave it there. I have looked at raced age restrictions (e.g. 3yo 

only races, 3yo+ races etc), race type (handicap, maiden, non-handicap) and race class and it 

does not make a whole deal of difference either way. My advice then is to back Roger Varian 

3yo and 4yo runners in September and October racing up to including 1m 4f. 

 

System: Back Roger Varian's 3 and 4 year old runners over 5f-1m4f during September and 

October. 

Ger Lyons 

Another trainer I have plenty of respect for is Ger Lyons who appears to be getting better and 

better with each season. His runners over in Ireland are also worth noting towards the back end 

of the season. In the last 3 seasons he has sent out 35 winners in the months of September and 

October from 200 runners. That is a very respectable 17.5% strike rate and backing each of 

those runners would have returned a profit of £96.13 at Betfair SP. However, it is possible to 

improve upon those figures by taking a closer look at the results. 

 

 
 

First of all, all 35 winners were racing over a trip up to and including 1m 4f. Second, all bar 

three of the 35 winners were aged either 2yo, 3yo or 4yo. Those simple filters mean we lose 

three of the winners but the strike rate is slightly up as are the profits and, more importantly, the 

ROI. I would also be inclined to avoid his runners at Leopardstown. For whatever reason, they 

have a poor 1-25 record.  

 

In contrast he has had winners at most of the other Irish tracks. He does send a few over the 

water to the mainland at tracks such as Ascot, Newbury and the Rowley Mile at Newmarket but 

he has yet to taste success when he does.  

 

Personally, I think that is only a matter of time. 

So, sticking to the Ger Lyons runners aged 2yo to 4yo, racing up to and including 1m 4f at all 

tracks except Leopardstown, we end up with the flowing results: 

 

 
 

These runners were 14-55 in 2017 and are worth keeping an eye on this time around.  

There is not much else to say about Ger Lyons although it is worth mentioning that his 

handicappers do run well (11-49) as do his runners in maiden races (13-54). 

 

System: Back Ger Lyons runners aged between 2 and 4 yrs, running over 5f-1m4f during 

September and October but NOT at Leopardstown. 

 

 

 



Martin Meade 

Out final trainer is Martin Meade and his record in the last 3 years reads 11 winners from 63 

runners (17.5% strike rate) for a profit of £161.97 at Betfair SP. That type of profit from few 

winners can mean only one thing – big priced winners.  

 

One interesting thing to note is that all 11 winners were racing over 7f to 1m 1f from just 39 

runners. That boosts the strike rate to 28% and increase the P/L to £185.97.  

 

You won’t get many qualifiers (roughly 10 to 15) but we are only looking at September and 

October, so you won’t have to wait too long. If you want to boost potential profits even further, 

then I can tell you that 10 of the 11 winners were running in class 1 to class 4 events.  

 

Those running in the basement classes are just 1-11. That leaves the following impressive 

results: 

 

 
 

Just to recap, we are looking at the following: 

 

System: Martin Meade runners over 7f to 9f racing in class 1 to class 4 races in September and 

October.  

 

Hopefully there will be some qualifiers this season. 

Ones to avoid? 

As well as knowing when to bet, it is also an art knowing when not to bet. Just as we have 

focussed on those trainers that do especially well with certain types of flat turf runner at the end 

of the season, there are also trainers who appear to be on a perpetual cold list for this time of the 

year. So, let us take a look at those and see if we can save ourselves a few quid into the bargain: 

Tim Easterby 

Tim Easterby runs a ridiculous amount of horses at the end of the season. Since 2010 he has 

sent out 1471 runners. How many won? Just 105. That is a strike rate of 7%. In 2011 he sent out 

8 winners from 200 runners. Each season he has posted a massive loss in the months of 

September and October. Obviously, horses should be backed (or not) on their individual merit, 

but Mr Easterby runners, on the whole, are worth avoiding. 

David O’Meara 

David O’Meara is a trainer I have a lot of time for, especially in what he does with cast-offs 

from other yards. However, September and October may not be the time to back his runners. He 

has sent out 1074 runners in these months since 2010 and only 98 have won.  

That is a strike rate of around 9%.  



They are slightly better figures than Tim Easterby can manage but the overall outcome is the 

same – big losses even on the exchanges. 

 

If you'd like to bet alongside Dr Nick at all the big meetings this year, check out his Big Race 

Tips service which made 552 points profit since January 2016 - Click Here. 
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Taking The High Road To Ayr 

This is the second article looking at UK racecourses. Last months looked at Goodwood and this 

month we are heading to the other side of Britain up to Ayr in Scotland. Ayr is the home of the 

Western Meeting or William Hill Ayr Gold Cup Festival which is held annually each September 

with the highlight being the Ayr Gold Cup.  

 

Outside the Western Meeting and the Scottish Grand National Meeting in April, the racecourse 

also hosts plenty of other flat and national hunt meetings throughout the calendar year. 

 

Given you will be reading this article in the run-up to the Western Meeting I will concentrate on 

flat racing at the course. I will come back to looking at Ayr’s jumps course and stats at a future 

date. 

 

As before I will look briefly at the tracks location, history, configuration and two of its biggest 

races. In the final section, I will highlight some significant trainer stats at Ayr, including some 

that relate purely to the upcoming Ayr Gold Cup Festival. 

Location and History 

Ayr racecourse is suited on the West of Scotland around 37 miles south of Glasgow. The course 

is easily accessible from Glasgow by car via the A77 or by the regular train service. It’s also just 

day trip away from Ireland on the Belfast to Stranraer Ferry.  

 

Hence why plenty of Irish trainers now send their horses to Ayr. 



The first official race meeting in Ayr was held as long ago as 1771. It was a two-day race 

meeting and was well supported by members of the local Caledonian Hunt and local land 

owners. The first Ayr Gold Cup was run at the fixture in 1804. The first Western Meeting dates 

back to 1824. By the late 1830s, the Western meeting hosted not just the Ayr Gold Cup but was 

also home to the richest 2-year-old race run in the whole of Britain. 

 

The original site for Ayr’s racecourse, which is now playing fields and golf course, was to the 

south of the town at Seafield. The success of horse racing at Ayr lead in 1907 all race meetings 

moved to a larger site north of the River Ayr. 

 

I have noticed the similarities between Ayr and Newbury racecourses. The likeness between the 

two courses is no coincidence. When the owners were looking to lay out the new course they 

used Newbury as a template. The only difference being that Newbury has a straight mile and 

Ayr’s straight course is 6f. 

 

Jumps racing is a relatively new addition to the race programme at Ayr. The first National Hunt 

fixtures took place in 1950. The closure of nearby Bogside Racecourse in 1965 led to Ayr 

becoming the home of Scotland biggest National Hunt race the Scottish Grand National. 

Track Configuration 

Ayr is a left-handed, galloping track. There is a straight course of 6f. The width of the straight 

course allows the track to run sprints with 25+ runners. In such field sizes, you will often see the 

field split into two or even three groups. 

 

The round course is 1m 4f long with a run in of about 4f. There are only minor undulation’s but 

there is a slight downhill on the turn into the straight which can allow front runners to gain a 

slight advantage on their rivals on the run into the winning post. 

 

It can be hard for horses coming too wide into the turn as they will be covering much more 

ground than those who racing closer to the fair rail. 

Although it’s a relatively easy track for horses to negotiate. It still demands a horse has the 

ability to gallop all the way to the line. On very soft or heavy ground the course can become an 

extreme test of stamina and any doubtful stayers will be found out. 

 

The National Hunt course provides a good test of jumping but as many of the winter jumps 

meetings are run on soft or heavy ground, the ability to see out the trip is an essential 

requirement of the horse. 

Home Of The Ayr Gold Cup 

The Ayr Gold Cup is Europe’s richest sprint handicap and is part of the three-day Western 

Meeting. In the past, it’s been won by some high-class sprinters such as Roman Warrior, 

Lochsong and more recently Brando. 

 

Whilst the Ayr Gold Cup was first run in 1804 it was only first raced over 6f in 1908 after the 

move to the tracks present location.  



The 2017 renewal of the race had to be run at Haydock due to waterlogging at Ayr which saw 

the Western Meeting abandoned. The racecourse management will be hoping for better luck on 

the weather front in 2018. 

 

Due to the number of runners that wanted to run in the race a consolation race, the Ayr Silver 

Cup was introduced in 1992 and a Bronze Cup was first run in 2009 for those horses unable to 

get into the Silver Cup. 

 

In the past decade, the race has attracted an average field of 26 runners, with a total of 260 

runners going to post for the race since 2007 (I haven’t included the stats for the race that was 

run at Haydock in 2017). Here are some interesting trends: 

 

Horses aged 7-year-old +: 0 wins from 48 runners 4 placed. (Three and four-year-olds have 

won five of the last ten renewals and offer a bit of value to punters). 

 

Horses drawn in stalls 1 to 7: - 0 winners from 69 runners 9 placed and those drawn 

between stalls 23 to 28 are 0 winners from 45 runners 4 placed. 

 

Last Time Out Placing: Top Four - 6 winners from 112 runners 25 placed. 

 

Last Race Distance: 6 ½ f+ - 5 winners from 67 runners +14 A/E 1.57 9 placed. 

 

Runs In Last 90 days: 0 to 1- 0 winners from 43 runners 7 placed. 

 

Odds SP: 20/1 and bigger - 0 winners from 131 runners 9 placed. 

 

I suspect that you could do worse than focus on the horses with the following traits: 

 

Ayr Gold Cup System: 

 

Horses Age: 3 to 6 

 

Odds SP: 20/1 & under in the betting 

 

Runs Last 90 days: 2+ 

 

Stalls: 8 to 22 

 

10 winners from 55 runners +95 A/E 2.43 18 placed 

Trainer Stats 

Here are a few interesting trainer track stats that will hopefully enable you to identify some nice 

priced winners at Ayr. First, I will look at some trainer stats for all meetings before looking at 

those trainers to note at the upcoming Western Meeting. 

 



All Meetings 

The stats below are from 2014 to the time of writing (05/08/18) and cover all flat meetings at 

the course. Once again using the ever useful www.horseracebase.com for the stats. 

 

1. Non -Handicaps: 2-year-olds 

 

Karl Burke – 9 winners from 25 runners 36% +9.43 A/E 1.64 10 placed 40% 

 

 
 

The trainer clearly like to run his juveniles here and it looks like those who have had a previous 

run offer plenty of value to punters. 

 

2. All Runners  

 

Sir Mark Prescott - 4 winners from 8 runners 50% +5 5 placed 63% 

Saeed Bin Suroor - 3 winners from 7 runners 43% +7 4 placed 57% 

 

Neither of these Newmarket trainers sends many runners up to Ayr but when they do they are 

usually not far away. 

 

3. Distance 

 

Adrian Keatley – 1m 2f/1m 2 ½ f – 5 winners from 11 runners 45% +22.5 A/E 3.03 6 

placed 55% 

 

Ruth Carr – 5f – 6 winners from 19 runners 32% A/E 2.03 8 placed 42% 

 

4. Favourites 

 

Karl Burke – 11 winners from 22 runners 50% +4.04 A/E 1.35 15 placed 67% 

 

Brian Ellison – 7 winners from 16 runners 44% +5.63 A/E 1.49 11 placed 69% 

 

5. Trainers – Odds 8/1 & under 

 

Shaun Harris - 7 winners from 18 runners 39% +26.5 A/E 2.34 14 placed 78% 

 

Jedd O’Keefe -7 winners from 21 runners 33% +17.5 A/E 1.79 12 placed 57% 

 



6. Handicaps 

 

Martin Todhunter – 4 winners from 12 runners 33% +19 8 placed 67% 

 

John James Feane – 3 winners from 10 runners 30% +3 4 placed 40% 

 

7. Trainer/Jockey Combinations 

 

Linda Perratt & Danny Tudhope – 4 winners from 5 runners 80% +36 5 placed 100% 

 

Apart from the Western Meeting, the races at Ayr are not the highest of quality but they attract 

competitive fields which are underlined by the winners being shared among a large number of 

trainers. 

Trainers - Western Meeting 

1. All Runners 

 

Andrew Balding – 3 winners from 8 runners 38% +21.5 A/E 3 4 placed 50% 

 

Mick Channon – 3 winners from 9 runners 33% +21 A/E 3.7 4 placed 44% 

 

If I was looking for a couple of trainers to follow at the Western Meeting it would be the above 

two trainers. 

 

2. Class 

 

Saeed Bin Suroor (Class 1) – 3 winners from 3 runners 100% +11 A/E 4.17 

 

John Quinn (Class 4 + 5) – 6 winners from 18 runners 33% +22.88 A/E 2.22 8 placed 44% 

 

3. Odds – 8/1 & under 

 

John Quinn – 7 winners from 23 runners 31% +10.38 A/E 1.68 13 placed 57% 

 

4. Favourites 

 

John Quinn – 4 winners from 4 runners 100% +8.38 A/E 2.99 

 

Keith Dalgleish – 2 winners from 5 runners 40% +1.63 A/E 1.53 2 placed 40% 

 

Brian Ellison – 2 winners from 6 runners 33% +2.75 A/E 1.67 4 placed 67% 

 

Well, hopefully, you enjoyed this rather brief look at Ayr Racecourse. 

 

 



If you’re thinking of visiting Ayr then the Western Meeting would be a perfect time. 

Competitive horse racing and strong betting markets. 

You can tell winter isn’t far away as next month, I will be taking a look at my first jumps 

course. 

 

 

John 
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A Q and A with Paul Jones Part II 

This month Paul Jones continues his interview for On Course Profits. 

 

What traits do you think a good racing tipster should possess? 

 

If you haven’t got integrity, honesty, reliability and a good reputation in this game then you 

have nothing. Looking beyond the obvious and adapting your methods to keep up with the times 

are also crucial. 

 

New and old punters alike can struggle to make a success of their betting. If you could give 

them just one piece of advice to improve their profitability what would it be? 

 

Make your eyes and gut instincts the overriding priority over all other factors. That’s why I 

made that sentence the opening chapter in my book. 

 

Despite having immediate access to all the stats, facts and figures at the touch of a button to 

help in the decision-making process, and they are undoubtedly a big help, when it comes down 

to the nitty gritty of making a final decision then I will trust my eyes, gut instincts and sixth 

sense over everything else. The chess grandmaster, Garry Kasparov, once said: “A chess player 

who didn’t rely on intuition at all would be paralysed and decisions would either take too long 

or you would be unable to act and be unable to make a decision at all.” I’d argue that it’s exactly 

the same in punting successfully. 

 

Down the years I would say that many of my best winners are those that found me without 

having to put in any real thought. For whatever reason, I just instinctively knew that was the bet. 



Plenty of those instincts transpired to be well wide of the mark but the likes of Rule The World 

fitted into that category. It’s hardly as if I swotted through The Form Book, noted that he had 

never won over fences in his career after 13 attempts and was now about to tackle the world’s 

greatest steeplechase and thought, fantastic, that’s the very fellow for me! 

 

There can be a danger, however, of over-thinking and making things seem an awful lot more 

complicated than is the case. When I was writing the Cheltenham Guide, sometimes I couldn’t 

see the wood for the trees at the festival as my head was in it 10-12 hours a day, every day. 

Obviously, that’s an extreme case researching and writing a comprehensive annual but I’d say 

that any more than an hour studying one race is too much as that can allow the minutiae to then 

have more of an effect on your thinking than the factors that matter much more, like what’s the 

best horse? 

 

At the end of the day we’re looking for what will go on to be the best horse in most cases, even 

in handicaps, so I don’t think that a bad starting point when analysing a high quality jumps race 

is to first ask yourself before any other factor, which horses have the potential to win by a stated 

margin of distance? On the flat when analysing a handicap or conditions race ask yourself 

which is the one most likely to be a group horse? In other words, which horse is likely to have 

the most brilliance?  

 

These questions will soon cut your options down to a small short list. 

 

What would you consider to be a highlight of your racing experience to date? Do you have 

any personal racing/betting experiences which when reflecting back brings a smile, or for 

that matter any which bring a grimace; you can share with our readers? 

 

The grimace is an easy one as I would have won £44,416 on the Placepot on the Cheltenham 

Gold Cup card the year when Lord Windermere won if only I had another fiver in my pocket. I 

had filled out my form of 32 x £1 lines only to find £27 on me a couple of minutes before the 

Triumph Hurdle so, rather than quickly rewriting it and reducing the stake, I plain left it. I knew 

that it would be huge pay out as soon as my horse filled the frame in the sixth race - as it 

transpired it was the biggest Placepot dividend of the year. It was a long drive home especially 

as I also got very keen on the day for On His Own to win the Gold Cup and backed him at 20/1 

only to see him lose out by a short-head having been hampered. 

 

As for highlights, in the flesh, the most exciting race I have seen was when Denman beat Kauto 

Star in the Gold Cup, a race that just built and built over the two circuits as much as all the hype 

in the weeks leading into the festival. The most mind-blowing performance was Frankel 

winning the 2000 Guineas ahead of Arrogate in the Dubai World Cup and the most memorable 

was the Void Grand National. I was only in my early-twenties so please forgive me when I say 

that I was killing myself with laughter in the stands. 

 

Many website forums are full of criticisms of the bookmakers and their treatment of their 

customers? Is this something you have an opinion on? 

 

I just grit my teeth and bare it in terms of restrictions and account closures but it does annoy me 

that bookmakers advertise on TV so heavily but as soon as you look like a clued-up punter then 

they don’t want to know. As such, I’d like to see the number of adverts heavily reduced. 



Actually it doesn’t affect my betting too much as, outside of when I go racing and for ease of 

getting on, I tend to place approximately 70% of my bets on Betfair with 20% in betting shops 

(luckily I can spread it around as there are ten within walking distance of where I live) and 10% 

from what remains of my online and telephone accounts. Those bookmakers’ accounts come in 

handiest when some of the online-only firms bet down to eight places or more for each-way 

terms on certain events, or ten places on the Majors in golf, and that’s too good an offer to 

ignore. Even certain huge-field, big handicaps these days like the Cambridgeshire and 

Cesarewitch sees some firms bet down to eighth. 

 

You made a couple of statements in your book ‘From Soba to Moldova’ that we agree with 

so I'm just going to state them here for our readers. So not really a question but if you'd 

like to add anything to them we'd be happy to hear any additional thoughts.  

 

"If you believe that you are unlucky then that is what you become it's a self-fulfilling prophecy" 

and "If we keep backing horses at substantially bigger odds than SP we're in good shape in the 

long run" 

 

I have nothing, in particular, to add to what I wrote but the first part was from the chapter on 

‘Dealing With Losing Runs’ where I go into the mental side of betting because, as punters, we 

have to maintain a positive outlook at all times and especially during the inevitable losing runs 

as psychologically it is tough to keep betting in the same way during a bad run but I try to keep 

faith in my judgement and methods.  

 

Some of my friends tell me that I am lucky. I’m not sure about that. What I am sure of, 

however, is that many of you will already be familiar with the Gary Player quote (if not then 

google it). I just think that if you believe that you are unlucky, then that is what you will 

become. It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy true in any facet of life. 

 

It is important to understand that there is a whole world of difference between bad bets and bad 

results so not all losing streaks can be as poor as they seem so we have to keep a positive 

perspective. Still, we are all going to have losing runs no matter how good we think we are so it 

is how we cope with that which is the critical factor just like test match bowlers whose best 

deliveries regularly get edged four runs to compound the feeling of injustice but can then claim 

a top-order batsman with a shocking delivery.  

 

I’ve placed some awful bets that ended up winning and have endured poor runs despite a series 

of very good bets, notably at the Cheltenham Festival in 2011 where a run of eight seconds 

backed at ante post at prices much bigger than SP, severely tested my patience. 

 

The only two pieces of advice that I feel qualified to give as they have served me well are: 

 

(1) to stick to your guns and  

 

(2) keep reminders of your best successes close to hand for constant reminders.  

 

We often hear of professional sportsmen and women when going through a rough time referring 

to re-watching videos of their greatest achievements to instil self-belief that they can return to 

their best.  



My way of attempting likewise to help develop a winning mentality is to surround myself with 

memories of my favourite betting successes on my office walls. 

 

As for “If we keep backing horses at substantially bigger odds than SP we're in good shape in 

the long run", that’s successful betting described in a nutshell isn’t it so I’m not sure that it 

needs any further explanation than that. 

 

In your book, you make the point that NRNB on ante-post markets is the greatest 

concession the bookies give. Are you much bolder with your ante-post bets once NRNB is 

offered? 

 

Around half of my Cheltenham Ante-Post bets are when the NRNB is in place. A good number 

of firms offer NRNB on the big four championship races before horses have their final trial and 

that’s an offer to certainly consider as it will be a case of a number of horses moving up in class 

to test the water as to whether they should head to one of the big races in March. If they were to 

win, then the strong likelihood is that they will then be given the green light for the 

championship race but, if they lose, then head to a lesser race so any NRNB stakes would be 

returned.  

 

Ideal. 

 

Breaking down my Cheltenham results down the years, although I find it irresistible to have 

some early ante-post bets (and I don’t think that my members would be too pleased with six 

consecutive weeks of ‘Recommendation - No Bet), my best record has come with advice just 

before a horse is to have their final prep race in January or February.  

 

Although it is not always the case, there are certain races I like to get involved in before the 

New Year like the Cross Country Chase and Arkle as we’ve already got a pretty good idea of 

what their respective line ups will be from an early stage. With regards to novices, and 

especially Willie Mullins-trained novices, the best time to get with them is between having their 

first and second runs in the main before the price is drastically cut if they go and win well 

second time out in a higher quality race. 

 

Intuition seems to figure strongly in how you find your bets. We tend to advocate a 

systematic approach where a bettor would bet all selections that are identified by a system. 

We prefer that because it helps the busy punter but also because it takes away some of the 

emotion from betting in that we know what we have to bet and the current losing or 

winning run won't affect the selections we make. How do you handle the ups and downs of 

winning and losing runs and is your judgement ever affected by your recent bets? 

 

I prefer intuitive betting as that’s where my best results have come from and aren’t half the fun 

trying to work things out for yourself rather than being led by data? There is no right or wrong 

way, it is what works for you and what best suits your temperament. I am a fairly creative 

person so it suits my style. If we all took the same approach then it would be a very boring 

game. 

 

Luckily I have never chased losses, not even when I started out which is a common failing 

amongst younger gamblers.  



What I have been guilty of in the past though, but not anymore, was trying to turn a good day 

into a great day. It’s easily done but I have become a lot more disciplined in this respect so, no, 

my judgement is not affected by recent results one way or another. 

 

You state that you are not a rating user; do you think ratings are over-bet? What do you 

think of the handicap system and weights in general? 

 

Ratings are the cornerstone of many markets so I just ask myself, therefore, where is the edge in 

following them? Unless the clear top-rated is say 12/1 for example. Of course, I have an overall 

feel for the margin that horses have to make up on rivals but, as far as pounds-and-lengths 

arguments are concerned, forget it. Nine times out of ten I would fancy the winner to confirm 

placings with a runner-up on 7lb worse terms as there is something inside involved in winning a 

race that figures can’t account for. And don’t even get me started on arguments like Horse X is 

3lb better off with Horse Y for 1½ lengths as I really can’t have it that the equivalent of a 

baguette and cup of tea makes much difference to how fast a half-ton racehorse can run. 

 

As for the handicapping system in general, I don’t think that is much doubt that horses over 

fences are rated higher now than ever before. For example, Denman was awarded an official 

rating of 161 after he won the RSA by 10 lengths in 2007. Fountains Windfall was given just 

3lb less for winning an uncompetitive, six-runner handicap for which he started at odds-on at 

Kempton a few months back. Go figure. Novices are a lot less leniently treated than before 

which was a big angle I used to exploit. I don’t think that they have caught up with them in 

handicap hurdles and chases over two miles in particular in the spring yet though. 

 

A lot of your bets are on sports other than horse racing and football. What do you 

consider to be the best markets to concentrate on outside of the top two and why? Can you 

really get a big bet on the Eurovision song contest? 

 

Absolutely you can if you wanted to on Betfair as it has the biggest European audience of any 

televised programme so there are vast amounts of liquidity on the event. The value has usually 

all dried up before Grand Final night though as the market leaders now dominate the voting. It 

has been a profitable event for me but no good this year though. Bloody Chicken Song. 

 

I like golf betting. In fact, I’d say that is my second sport over football. The angle I like with 

golf is reducing the risk by reducing the field. There is being ambitious and then there is being 

far too ambitious like betting in a 156-runner event so the majority of golf betting columns will 

advise five players on average for an event. Fine if you want to cut your odds by a fifth. 

Therefore before the start of the Majors and other big tournaments, I like to get involved in the 

Top Player markets split into categories like Top English, Top Australasian, Top Continental 

European etc., for the simple reason that I’d much rather reduce the risk and bet in say a 12-

runner race. Bookmaking trading rooms also won’t put any great thought into these niche 

markets, just cutting each player by the same percentage from their outright odds. There are also 

some great each-way shapes about some of these markets in say 10/12-runner contests when 

half the players can be ruled out with a degree of confidence. 

 

There are other sports where I like to slice the overall tournament into smaller segments to keep 

the strike rate higher for our confidence levels. Football for example, where I usually get 

involved in the Premier League regional markets at the beginning of the season.  



In knockout sports like tennis or darts, rather than trying to find the tournament winner, my first 

thought is usually more towards trying to find the individual quarter winners, therefore, cutting 

the tournament into four separate tournaments so just attempting to find a player who will reach 

the semi-finals. 

 

You have a lot of contact with pro bettors, what common traits do you see in them? 

 

In essence, I agree with Alan Potts who, in his fairly recent blog when he was interviewed for 

my website which was a similar Q&A to this, commented that a successful horse racing 

gambler needs to be self-confident, a good mathematician and obsessive about the sport. I’d 

probably go stronger than self-confident to the extent of arrogance. As Alan commented, 

punting “is the ultimate business in which you succeed or fail on your own opinion.” 

 

What do you do to relax and unwind? What interests have you outside the world of horse 

racing? 

 

Many now that the ‘kids’ have reached 21 and 17 so I have finally got through to the other end!  

 

Getting the life balance right is important but I probably still have too many interests that 

revolve around sport and betting. I took up cycling a couple of years ago, still slice my golf 

balls around various out-of-bounds areas, like to watch Northants CCC, I visit my apartment in 

Spain three times a year to coincide with major sporting events, visit Vegas once a year and 

partake in many a quiz including running my own monthly sports quiz, though I have cut down 

on my poker nights and very rarely now attend a flat race meeting.  

 

Over the last few years I have also started travelling a lot more and becoming more of a film 

buff - anything mobster/underworld-related attracts my attention more than most. 

 

If you would like to buy Paul's book from 'Soba to Moldova' OCP members can order a copy 

and receive a £5 discount. 

 

Just quote "On Course Profits Magazine" when emailing Paul for your copy at 

info@pauljoneshorseracing.com 
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September Acorns: 

As the Autumn Leaves Begin to Fall 

The month of September brings a change of seasons: The warmth of summer gives way to 

mornings with a touch of chill in the air, the evenings come earlier as the days shorten and with 

it the ending of turf evening meeting. 

 

For punters the month can be a very tough one as the change in seasons can usher in a change in 

weather patterns. The good to firm ground of the previous months can be quickly be replaced by 

softer underfoot conditions. September is also a month when those flat horses who were given a 

summer break return for an autumn campaign adding an extra layer of complication to form 

study. 

 

It all makes for some interesting weeks which are all dependent on the weather. Will this lovely 

summer continue or will the wind and rain return? 

 

Whatever the weather does. There’s plenty of great flat racing to look forward to this month 

both sides of the Irish Sea. 

 

It all begins with the 32Red Sprint Cup festival at Haydock at the start of September. Followed 

a week later by the William Hill St Leger Festival and Irish Champions Weekend. Closely 

followed by Ayr’s Western Meeting. At the end of the month, Newmarket’s Cambridgeshire 

Meetings brings down the curtain what is sure to be an exciting few weeks of racing. 

 



Profitable Trainers in Nursery Handicaps 

In this month’s Acorn’s article, I am going to look at Nursery Handicap and investigate how 

you can make a profit from them. Now, I know some punters who avoid these races like the 

plague. Unlike all age handicaps, there is usually a dearth of form to work with and it can make 

them an even tougher puzzle to solve. 

 

Nursery handicaps enter the racing programme in July so by the time you read this there will 

have been a few weeks of such races and the form will be starting to stack up. 

 

This month I am going to look at four trainers whose runners in nursery handicaps should be 

worth following in the final months of the flat season. 

 

As ever the excellent www.horseracebase.com with its mine of detailed information and stats is 

the starting point for this month’s investigation. 

To get a decent sample size and also to keep the stats as relevant as possible, I have 

concentrated on trainers who have had at least 20 runners during the period under research and 

also taken into consideration only the results from 2014. 

 

I will begin by looking at one trainer in particular detail. Before highlighting three trainers with 

a smaller number of runners but are worth adding to the betting portfolios. 

Richard Fahey: King Of The Nursery Trainers 

One trainer stands out in terms of the number of winners and that’s Richard Fahey. 

 

 
 

Now you won’t make money backing his nursery runners blindly but given his numbers, he’s an 

excellent starting point for further research. 

 

I will begin by looking at his runners making their handicap debut: 

 

 
 

As those stats show backing his handicap debutants blindly is not profitable and the A/E figure 

shows that they are performing well below market expectations and not offering much in the 

way of our old friend value. 

 

However, by digging a little deeper a profit can be made by backing those handicap debutants 

that finished 2nd, 3rd or 4th on their last start. 

 

 
 



The sample size is a bit small and the low chi score indicates that you should treat the stat with a 

degree of caution. 

 

Moving onto class. 

 

 
Things are starting to look a bit more interesting. The win strike rate of 18% is above average 

and the earlier loss has been turned into a good profit to both ISP and BFSP. Even better such 

runners offer value, performing 36% above market expectations. 

 

 
 

A profit has been made in three out of the last four years and although the win strike rate is 

down in the last two years. This looks a good starting point for further analysis. 

 

Going back to last time out placing. How do his runners who finished in the first three on their 

last start perform? 

 

 
 

So, Richard Fahey nursery runners that are running in the same class or stepping up one notch 

in grade, that finished in the first three on their last start are winning 1 in 4 races that they 

compete in. 

 



For a top trainer who has so many runners, it’s an outstanding strike rate. His runners are 

performing 53% better than the market expects, so there is plenty of value to be found. 

By year: 

 
 

By race code: 

 

 
 

Looking at the all-weather results and breaking them down by track makes for interesting 

reading. 

 

Newcastle – 3 winners from 6 runners 50% +21 3 placed 50% 

 

Southwell – 1 winner from 1 runner 100% +12 

 

Chelmsford – 1 winner from 1 runner 100% +1.88 

 

Kempton, Lingfield and Wolverhampton - 0 winners from 11 runners -11 1 placed 

 

I would be cautious in regard to the above all-weather track stats. As I would be in regard to his 

results at Leicester – 4 winners from 4 runners 100% +10. Although, in the case of the latter 

you can have plenty of confidence that you will get a good run for your money if you see a 

Richard Fahey qualifying nursery runner at the Leicester. 

 

System: Back Richard Fahey’s nursery handicap runners between September & November, that 

finished in the first three on their last start and that are running in the same class or up one. 

Other Trainers: 

With the latter three trainers there won’t be many qualifying bets during the autumn so should 

they fail there shouldn’t be too much damage to the betting banks. 

 

1. Ed Walker 

Newmarket trainer Ed Walker is adept at placing his horses in nursery handicaps. 

 

14 winners from 49 runners 29% +23.84 A/E 1.65 23 placed 47% 

 

Concentrating on those of his runners with following traits: 

 



Race Class: 4, 5, or 6 

 

Best in Three Runs: 1st or 2nd 

 

Has produced the following set of results: 

 

 
 

System: Back all Ed Walker nursery handicap runners between September & November in class 

4 to 6 races only, that had a top two finish in one of their last three runs. 

 

2. Saeed Bin Suroor 

One half of the main Godolphin operation places their nursery runners with plenty of success. 

 

12 winners from 31 runners 39% +12.01 A/E 1.41 17 placed 55% 

 

Last year was a bit of a shocker for the stables juveniles and that’s reflected in last year’s 

nursery handicap results: 

 

 
 

The trainer runners on the all-weather are worth focusing on: 

 

 
 



System: Back Saeed Bin Suroor all -weather nursery handicap runners only between September 

& November. 

 

3. Chris Dwyer 

Newmarket based Chris Dwyer doesn’t have the biggest of strings but he’s another who is adept 

at placing his horses in nurseries in recent years. 

 

5 winners from 23 runners 22% +31.75 A/E 1.77 12 placed 52% 

 

Keep it simple with this trainer. Just focus on his all-weather nursery runners that are ridden by 

Silvestre De Sousa. 

 

 
 

System: Back Chris Dwyer all-weather nursery handicap runners between September & 

November that are ridden by Silvestre De Sousa. 

 

So, there you have it nursery handicaps don’t have to be as daunting as you think. Especially if 

you can identify those trainers who do well in such races. 

 

Like many of these methods. The above figures are based on historic data and whilst history has 

a good habit of repeating itself, it often doesn’t. 

 

Until next month. 

John 
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Cracking the Champions League winner 

market 

In many ways the Champions League winner market is one of the best for us to play as an ante-

post punter. 

Why the Champions League market is a good one to 

crack. 

Well, first of all, there’s plenty of historical data to look at.  

 

Secondly, unlike say a World Cup we don’t really need to factor in conditions. Yes, ok. This 

last World Cup didn’t really have any drastic conditions but the previous one did and it wasn’t 

so easy to work out who would deal best with the hot, humid, energy-sapping conditions out in 

Brazil. Over the course of a Champions League campaign, you’ll have to play in all sorts of 

countries, not just one, so it almost becomes irrelevant. 

 

Thirdly, we don’t really need to concern ourselves with who’s in who’s group or who might get 

out of it, like you would at a European Championship or World Cup. You can count on the 

fingers of one hand the number of top teams who have failed to make it out of the Group Stages 

in the past five seasons. With that out of the way, we just need to focus on who can deal with 

the challenges of two-leg knockout football. 

 

And lastly, unlike say the Grand National where almost every runner is in with a shout, we can 

pretty much discount any team outside the Top Six or Seven in the betting.  



In that respect, the Champions League is more like say, the Gold Cup. The cream rises to the 

top. Hardly surprising. To win it you need to perform over the course of nine months and 13 

matches. 

 

The instances of an outsider winning it are so rare that we can easily remember when it 

happened. Jose Mourinho’s Porto side of 2004 were massive outsiders when the tournament 

started. And over the past 20 years or so, that’s pretty much it. 

The crucial factors in being a Champions League winner 

A bit like with a horse race or a cricket match, there are plenty of factors to consider before 

putting your bet on. Different people will have different opinions on what those factors are and 

perhaps more crucially, they’ll have different opinions on how much weight to give to each one. 

But for me, these are the three crucial ones. 

 

1. Strong squad. In terms of quality of players and depth. More and more big games are 

decided by substitutes. Think Gareth Bale in last year’s Champions League final, Mario Gotze 

in the 2014 World Cup Final or Eder at Euro 2016. But it’s also about how they cope with 

injuries and suspensions. Are the players who come in considerably inferior to the ones they’re 

replacing? 

 

2. The Manager. Crucial. Do they get their tactics right on the day, do they pick the right 

players for that particular game and how well have they worked out the opposition? Just as 

importantly, what’s their in-game management like? Do they stick when they should and twist 

when they need to? Do they make the correct substitutions? Can they lift their players’ spirits 

when they go a goal down? 

 

On this note, I’ve completely lost faith in someone like Jose Mourinho and that’s why I don’t 

think he’ll ever win another Champions League irrespective of whatever top clubs he goes on to 

manage. Yes, he won the Europa League a couple of seasons ago but he really didn’t have much 

to beat and United’s squad was infinitely stronger than anyone else’s. 

 

But look at what happened in that tie against Sevilla in the CL last year. 0-0 in the first leg. 

You’re always playing with fire if you don’t get an away goal in the first leg but if you make 

good use of home advantage you’re still in the driving seat. Fine. But what did he do in the 

return leg? He played his usual brand of negative, safety-first football hoping for a lucky goal to 

come from somewhere. Sevilla thought otherwise, went for it and scored. Twice. By the time 

Mourinho changed his tactics and went for goals, it was too late. 

 

The point isn’t so much that Mourinho has lost the plot. Rather, it’s that you need to look at 

whether their philosophy is conducive to winning the Champions League. And on that note… 

 

3. Style of football. Football is ever-changing. At the moment the trend is that attacking sides 

who score lots of goals with pace on the break are winning the big tournaments. Look at Man 

City last year in the Premier League. They scored 106 goals. Man Utd who came second just 68, 

Spurs in third got 74. 

 



Real Madrid scored 16 goals in seven Champions League knockout games last year, including 

the final. Liverpool scored 18 in getting to and losing the final. That’s an average of 2.28 and 

2.57 goals a game. That’s a lot. France scored 11 goals in their four knockout matches in 

winning the World Cup; that’s 2.75 a game. 

 

So you can pretty much dismiss the teams playing out-dated cat-and-mouse football. 

 

And to these three main ones I’ll add: how intimidating it is for opponents to play a team away, 

the ability to handle pressure and how well they manage European commitments and domestic 

ones. 

 

The Real Madrid freak factor 

 

Real Madrid have won four of the last five editions of the Champions League. That’s 

impressive enough but there’s more. When they won it in 2017 they did something no-one had 

ever done before. They defended their title. And for good measure, they went ahead and won it 

again in 2018. Remarkable. 

 

What that does is make it a bit harder to build a profile for a Champions League winner. After 

all, it’s been the same side winning it time and time again! 

 

But I think we can rule out Real this time round. How do you replace the world’s best player? 

Ronaldo’s exit has deprived them of their talisman, their top scorer, their match-winner, the man 

with ice water in his veins whose goals bailed out Real time and time again in winning those 

four Champions Leagues. 

 

But just as importantly, they’ve not only lost Zinedine Zidane but have replaced him with a 

pretty uninspiring successor. We’ll never know how Julen Lopetegui would have fared at the 

World Cup because he was sacked by Spain before it started. But here’s what I do know. One: 

his one experience of club management at Porto was a disaster. Two: his years of experience of 

managing Spain’s Under 20 sides won’t prepare him for dealing with that Real dressing room. 

 

To be fair, Real are out at 9.0 (sixth favourites) so I’m not the only one thinking along those 

lines. 

Other favourites to dismiss 

Manchester City. At 6.5, they’re the favourites. But they shouldn’t be. Pep Guardiola has 

managed in the Champions League for ten seasons and won it twice. Yeah, not bad but given 

that was in charge of Barcelona, Bayern Munich and Man City, it’s not great, either. And he 

wasn’t a losing finalist beyond those two wins. 

 

So his record is nothing special and the two times he won it was with a Barcelona squad who 

were head and shoulders above everyone else in Europe. His style of football is better suited to 

winning domestic leagues. I also think that if teams go for the jugular and are ambitious against 

City, they’re vulnerable. That won’t happen in the Premier League but it will certainly happen 

in Europe. 

 



PSG (9.0) made a mammoth signing in Gianluigi Buffon but talisman Neymar is their own 

worst enemy. The teams he plays for become over-reliant on him and then don’t know what to 

do when he goes missing in the big games. The fact they have a new manager doesn’t help, 

either. 

 

Juventus at 7.0? They certainly deserve respect and it would be hugely ironic if after all of those 

years that Buffon tried to win the CL with Juve they went on and did it the season after he left! 

Their squad is strong and deep, their manager is extremely capable, they’re hard to play at home 

and they were beaten finalists twice in the last four years. The arrival of Ronaldo could be a 

game-changer and Ronaldo is Ronaldo. But can he really do it all over again at 33 when joining 

a new team? They could go very close, they could win it. But they have to be dismissed on 

price. 

Who’s the bet? 

In a way it was somewhat remarkable that Liverpool even made the final last year. It had been 

years since they had a good run in the competition. All season long they struggled in the 

goalkeeping department, a central midfield of James Milner and Jordan Henderson was 

workmanlike but hardly inspiring and they were always just one injury away from looking a bit 

bare upfront with no cover of any note for Mane, Salah and Firmino. 

 

Yet somehow one by one they picked off Porto, Man City and Roma. Bar an absolute mare by 

Karius in goal and they could have won the final. 

 

They lost Emre Can over the summer and they’ll miss his power, hard-running and occasional 

goals in big games. But just look at who came through the door. 

 

The impressive Fabinho who has plenty of Champions League experience with Monaco will 

provide cover in central midfield or at right-back. Naby Keita brings energy, hard-tackling and 

all-round displays to the table in midfield. He also scored 10 goals last year. 

 

And then there’s Xerdan Shaqiri. At 5ft6 you’re not buying inches but you’re buying an 

immensely talented player who can operate in different positions, is brilliant from set-pieces, 

works hard for the team, scores goals and is predictable…in doing the unpredictable. Crucially, 

he’ll provide a fourth option to that famous trio both in terms of Jurgen Klopp being able to 

rotate them both ahead of and during games. 

 

And in Alisson they’ve recruited a goalkeeper who keeps Ederson out of the Brazil side. 

Enough said. It’s hard to argue that they’re not a far better squad than last time out. 

 

And speaking of Klopp, he’s getting better and better. He’s getting to know his players better 

and how best to use them. 

 

Liverpool will lose a few PL games that they shouldn’t. That’s because they’re not the best 

defensively and there will be games where it just doesn’t click upfront. But therein lies the 

beauty of the two-legged format of the CL. They can come back the next game and wrong the 

rights of the first leg. 

 



Then there’s the ‘Anfield factor’. It’s not the biggest ground in European football but it’s one of 

the loudest and most intimidating. They’re a tough crowd. 

 

They tick just about every box, including what is for us the most important one: price. They’re a 

best price of 15.0 with Skybet and have to be rated an excellent each-way bet. 

 

And a lot of what we’ve just said about Liverpool can also be said about Atletico Madrid. The 

excellent manager, the intimidating home fortress, the squad. Not only did they keep Antoine 

Griezmann which was arguably better than buying a superstar player but they also brought in 

two young, quick, talented wingers in Tomas Lemar (Monaco) and Gelson Martins (Gelson 

Martins) to fill what was were problem positions. Plus three more Spanish-based players who 

aren’t household names but have genuine quality. 

 

Yes, they threw up a real anomaly last season in that they failed to get out of their Group but 

then again, they had Roma and Chelsea in it. So disappointing rather than disgraceful. 

 

And what did they do when were knocked out? They went on and won the Europa League. 

Relatively comfortable, one might add. They were always in control in the knockout games and 

won the final 3-0. 

 

Recommended Bets: 
 

Back Liverpool to win the Champions League @ 15.0 each-way Skybet 

Back Atletico Madrid to win the Champions League @ 17.0 each-way with Betfred 

 

 

You can read guides to all the main football and cricket betting markets, proven winning 

strategies on them, bookmaker reviews and occasional match previews at 

www.bettingmaestro.com, which is James Pacheco’s own betting website. 
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The Oldest Classic Horse Race - The 

Doncaster St Leger 

I looked at Doncaster Racecourse in July’s issue of this magazine but with the St Leger on the 

horizon, I thought it was a good time to look in a bit of depth at my favourite of all the British 

Classics. 

 

The first part of this article will look back at the history of the great race and the second part 

will look at the sort of profile a horse needs to win this great race. 

 

The St Leger isn’t just Britain’s oldest Classic horse race it’s also the third and final leg of 

British horse racing’s Triple Crown, the first two being the 2,000 Guineas and the Epsom 

Derby. The final leg of the fillies Triple Crown, which includes the 1,000 Guineas and The 

Epsom Oaks, is also the St Leger. 

 

Like the other Classics it’s spawned its clones around the world’s racing jurisdiction’s, with 

Ireland, USA, and even Jamaica having their own St Leger’s. 

 

The race was first run in 1776 but actually wasn’t named the St Leger until 1778. It was named 

after the local sportsman and land owner Lt-Gen. Anthony St Leger of Park Hill. The first race 

under the name of St Leger was also first held at today’s location of Doncaster racecourse at 

Town Moor on Tuesday 22nd September 1778. The race was first run over 2m and it wasn’t 

until 1813 that it was first run over today's distance of 1m 6 ½ f. 

 

 



Since that day the race has been run every year, bar one, in the month of September. The only 

year the race wasn’t run was in 1939 on the announcement that Great Britain was at war with 

Germany which heralded the start of the second world war. 

 

The Leger hasn’t always been run at Doncaster. During the first world was it was held at 

Newmarket between 1915 & 1918. Likewise, during the second world war, it was held away 

from Doncaster. In 1940 it was held at Thirsk, the following year it was run at the long-gone 

Manchester racecourse. 

 

Between 1942 & 1944 it was held at Newmarket and in 1945 it was run at York. Since 1946 its 

been run exclusively at Doncaster although the race was held at Ayr in 1989 when Doncaster 

racecourse suffered from subsidence and once more at York in 2006 when Doncaster racecourse 

was being refurbished. 

 

The race has always been high in the affections of the people in Yorkshire. Indeed, my 

grandmother went to the race with her family in the early years after the first world war. In 

those years the race was at its zenith, as an estimated half a million people would make the 

annual trek to Doncaster for the great race. 

 

As the years have passed, the number of racegoers declined to 50,000 or 60,000 in the 1960s 

Today around about 30.000 are expected to attend the fixture. 

From Nijinsky To Capri 

The first St Leger was won by a filly Allabaculia, who wasn’t actually named until after she 

won it. Since then the race has attracted an alumnus of great horses such as the Flying 

Dutchman, Voltigeur, West Australian (the first winner of the British Triple Crown in 1853), 

Formosa (the first winner of the fillies Triple Crown in 1886), Pretty Polly, Bahram, Never Say 

Die, Meld, Ballymoss, St Paddy and of course the legend that is Nijinsky in 1970. 

 

Nijinsky trained by Vincent O’Brien came into the race having already landed the first two legs 

of the Triple Crown before going on to take the Irish Derby and then beating the older middle-

distance horses when landing the King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes at Ascot. 

 

The colt’s preparation for the race didn’t go without drama as he contracted ringworm in August 

but fully recovered to take his place at Doncaster. Just prior to the race it looked as if his jockey 

Lester Piggott wouldn’t be able to take the ride after a fall in the race preceding the St Leger. 

The full drama surrounding the fall was only revealed after the race. A patient had escaped from 

the top security Rampton Hospital and had threatened to kill the jockey before the race. Which 

had led to fears that that Piggott’s fall was connected to that threat. 

 

The drama before the race wasn’t really matched in the race itself as Nijinsky who was sent off 

the 2/7 favourite won the race in effortless style to become the first horse since Bahram in 1935 

to complete the Triple Crown. 

 

Sadly, Nijinsky wasn’t able to round off his career with a win in Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe a 

month later going down by a head. We will never know if the horse had peaked in the St Leger. 



His trainer hadn’t wanted to run his colt in the St Leger but owner Charles Engelhard wanted his 

place in history and that’s why the Doncaster racegoers got a chance to see the horse in all his 

glory. 

 

Those who witnessed Nijinsky’s majestic performance of equine athleticism that day will 

always be able to say “I was there to witness racing history”. He remains the last colt to win the 

Triple Crown. 

 

 
Nijinsky winning the 1970 St Leger 

 

Oh So Sharp, trained by Henry Cecil, for Sheikh Mohammed took the fillies Triple Crown in 

1985 having won the 1,000 Guineas and the Oaks earlier that season. 

 

 

Oh So Sharp winning the 1985 St Leger in the hands of Steve 

Cauthen. 

https://youtu.be/MP-2PgY4nPM
https://youtu.be/aufReG0hLPM


Since then few horses have attempted the Triple Crown. In 2012 I was there along with 32,000 

other racegoers hoping to see history made as the Aiden O’Brien trained Camelot made his bid 

for the Triple Crown. 

 

Starting the odds-on favourite, Camelot looked to be moving like the winner entering the 

straight but for a few fateful strides he wasn’t able to get a run on the inside when making his 

effort. By the time he got into the clear the eventual winner Encke had got first run and although 

Camelot made up plenty of ground inside the final two furlongs. he failed by just ¾ length and 

had to settle for the runners-up spot. With a clear run he would surely have joined the racing 

legends by winning the race and of course the Triple Crown. 

 

The changing emphasis on breeding as well as trainers & owners favouring sending their best 3-

year-old’s to races like Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe or the Breeders’ Cup Turf Classic means It 

will probably be a long time before we see a horse with requisite speed and stamina, go as close 

as Camelot did to winning the Triple Crown. 

 

Since Camelot’s failed attempt the race has been in the news for other reasons.  

 

In 2015 the first past the post Simple Verse controversially lost the race in the Stewards room, 

although the she did regain the race at a subsequent appeal hearing. A year later Laura Mongan 

became the first female trainer of the race with the victory of her colt Harbour Law. 

 

Calls to shorten the distance or open the race to older horses or geldings, like the Irish St Leger, 

have rightly fell on deaf ears and the St Leger remains open only to the classic generation. 

This Year’s St Leger Winner is? 

The St Leger is rightly considered the conclusive test of a three-year-old’s stamina over the 1m 

6 ½ f distance and it becomes even more of a stamina test if the ground is on the soft side. 

 

In the last decade, the race has attracted winners of varying quality. The best winners have 

arguably been Conduit who would go onto win the King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes 

and Breeders Cup Turf as a 4-year-old and 2013 winner Leading Light who would win go on to 

win the Ascot Gold Cup in 2014.  

 

However, wins by the likes of Arctic Cosmos, Masked Marvel and Harbour Law will probably 

only be remembered by the connections of each horse. 

 

The 2017 renewal was one of the best in the past 10 years in terms of quality. The race was won 

by the Irish Derby winner Capri. The runner-up Crystal Ocean who was a gallant runner-up in 

this years King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes.  

 

The third home Stradivarius has since gone on to Group 1 success winning this season’s Ascot 

Gold Cup & Goodwood Cup and the fourth home Rekindling went on to win the Melbourne 

Cup. 

 



 
Capri lands 2017 St Leger 

Ten Year Trends: 

What is the ideal profile for a St Leger winner?  

 

To help us find it. It’s worth looking at some of the key trends for the race.  

 

Since 2008 there have been 10 winners from 100 runners 29 placed 

 

1. Last Time Out Placing: 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th – 10 winners from 72 runners 26 placed. 

 

2. Odds SP: 25/1 & under – 10 winners from 76 runners 28 placed. 

 

3. Career Place Strike Rate: 50% + - 10 winners from 80 runners 29 placed. 

 

4. Best In Three Runs: 1st or 2nd – 10 winners from 86 runners 29 placed. 

 

5. Official Rating: 109+ - 9 winners from 61 runners 26 placed. 

 

6. Career Wins: 2 to 4 – 9 winners from 65 runners 24 placed. 

 

7. Stalls: 3 to 9 – 9 winners from 66 runners 20 placed. 

 

8. Runs In Last 90 Days: 1 to 2 – 9 winners from 67 runners 23 placed. 

 

9. Days Since Last Run: 46 to 90 – 7 winners from 29 runners +36.25 A/E 1.99 15 placed. 

 

The last of those trends is arguably the most interesting having produced 70% winners from just 

29% of the runners and performing 99% better than market expectations. 

 

https://youtu.be/LWaP7Y6D_E8


Key Races: 

All the last ten winners had their last run in one of the following races: 

 

Great Voltigeur Stakes (York) - 3 

 

Gordon Stakes (Goodwood) - 1 

 

Bahrain Trophy (Newmarket July) - 2 

 

Irish Derby (Curragh) - 1 

 

Lillie Langtry Stakes (Goodwood) - 1 

 

Queens Vase (Royal Ascot) - 1 

 

Eclipse Stakes (Sandown) -1 

Top Trainers: 

Aiden O’Brien – 3 winners from 23 runners 6 placed. 

 

John Gosden - 2 winners from 13 runners 5 placed. 

 

Sir Michael Stoute – 1 winner from 8 runners 4 placed. 

 

Saeed Bin Suroor – 1 winner from 4 runners 2 placed. 

 

Selection: 

I can’t really end this without giving you my idea of this year’s winner.  

 

Tim Easterby provided Yorkshire with its last winner of the race when he trained Bollin Eric to 

success in the race in 2002. He hasn’t had a runner in the race since but hopefully this year he 

will saddle Wells Farhh Go. 

 

The son of Farhh made it 3 wins from 5 runs when making all to win the Group 3 Bahrain 

Stakes on Newmarket’s July Course. 

 

The track and distance should really suit this strong galloper who’s a general 8/1 with the 

bookmakers for the race at the time of writing. 

 

If the ground isn’t too quick he has a solid chance of keeping the winners first prize in 

Yorkshire. 

 

Well, I hope you have enjoyed this look at the St Leger and hopefully the trends will help you to 

pinpoint this year’s winner of the race. 
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The PACAFI Approach 

There are 60 licensed racecourses in Great Britain and not two of them are alike. With the 

exception of Chelmsford and Ffos Las all the courses date back to 1927 or earlier maturating 

their own characteristics, shape, size, cambers, gradients, undulations, right and left-hand travel 

(including ambidexterity), altitude and various surface-types. No other country in the racing 

world has our course diversity, but has this certitude been truly factored/translated into our 

betting decisions? 

 

We would suggest not, personal experience confirms a serious lack of learning in this regard. 

Winning or losing in a professional sport often comes down to the smallest of margins - a bet is 

often determined by those small margins. Seasoned bettors to pundits tend to focus on the form 

of the horse, trainer, jockey and the price; mistakenly there is a scant consideration for the 

course title. If accepting the opening premise we must classify the course or its inherent nature 

into help or hindrance categories, if the course negatively impacts upon the bet, we stand down 

and wait for another opportunity. 

 

For example, a small nimble speedy juvenile suited to a fast 5f has two entries, one at Beverley 

and the other at Catterick - which race gives the best percentage chance of success? We do not 

need an opinion, mathematics and common sense give us the answer. The Beverley 5f is uphill 

all the way and takes a lot of getting particularly if the word soft is in the going title. In total 

contrast, the Catterick 5f is downhill all the way but with an extreme downhill first furlong, this 

clearly enables the small nimble type and not the large galloping sort.  

 

These two courses could not be more different but how many of us actually know that? 

 



The configuration of a racecourse should be a prime consideration before wagering. Every 

racehorse that has ever been born has its own optimum conditions that have been genetically 

predetermined, our job is to marry a bet to the racecourse and surface whenever possible, and 

failing that we seek conditions to suit. 

 

To hone our betting we set up a composite antechamber and incorporated the course/surface the 

horse would race on, with other critical features including trainer form, distance, class and 

jockey competence. Each element receives different weighting but more of that in another post. 

To assist, we developed templates for most of the UK Racecourses for reference and 

periodically refer to it when considering the compatibility of horse to the course to the surface. 

Updating the template is very simple as the information is readily available and once done 

makes for a most persuasive overview. So what form does this template take? 

 

Primarily, we are most interested in recent form so use statistics for the current year, when 

starting a new year we refer to the previous quarter until we have a large enough sample to 

replace them. The template is made up of an overview containing four key elements. Rather 

than explain it we would like to walk the reader through the first example then show details of 

another three. The four elements highlight how the favourites perform in both handicap and 

non-handicap races for the different age groups, then the trainer, jockey and owner statistics at 

that particular course. Even a cursory look will give the reader a switched-on feel for the course 

and we promise its pertinence will be of significant value. We start with Wolverhampton and 

then post three more courses within the UK. 

 

Wolverhampton 
Wolverhampton racecourse is a left handed all-weather course with a Tapeta racing surface.  

 

The course is only a mile all the way around and its oval shape means that it is very similar in 

configuration to most US racetracks. Wolverhampton is tight with a short straight and like most 

of the all-weather tracks tends to suit horses that race handily because it is hard to come from a 

long way behind. 

 

 
 

Our relevant and up to date information (14 August 2018) would look like this: 

 



NON-HANDICAP RACES (5 YEARS)              HANDICAP RACES (5 YEARS) 

2yo: 110-263 for 42% (-37.08)       37-105 for 35% (+3.66) 

 

3yo: 183-385 for 48% (-34.69)       250-671 for 37% (+0.27) 

 

4yo+: 90-187 for 48% (+8.11)        440-1355 for 32% (-64.12) 

 

Total: 383-835 for 46% (-63.66) 727-2131 for 34% (-60.19) 

 

Immediately our eyes are drawn to the differentials and their significance. Our next look is at 

the trainer leader-board for 2018. 

2018 

Tom Dascombe: 12 winners from 50 runners for 24% (+120.72) 

 

Michael Appleby: 11 winners from 94 runners for 12% (-2.70) 

 

William Haggas 8 winners from 19 runners for 42% (-2.28) 

 

Archie Watson: 9 winners from 26 runners for 25% (+5.41) 

 

Hugo Palmer: 7 winners from 22 runners for 32% (+4.84) 

 

William Haggas carries a 42% strike-rate at the course this year but Tom Dascombe has the 

most winners and biggest level-stake profit. We now look at the leading jockeys. 

2018 

Oisin Murphy: 23 winners from 87 runners for 26% (-0.13) 

 

Rossa Ryan: 14 winners from 48 runners for 29% (+27.78) 

 

Luke Morris: 14 winners from 142 runners for 10% (-49.86) 

 

Richard Kingscote: 14 winners from 84 runners for 17% (-14.59) 

 

Edward Greatrex 13 winners form 43 runners for 30% (+17.00) 

 

James Doyle: 12 winners from 18 runners for 67% (+24.00) 

 

Jockeyship is the conduit from horse and trainer to the betting slip. The figures on this board 

often surprise us.  

 

This year James Doyle claims a staggering 67% when riding at the Wolverhampton.  

 

This board can change rapidly.  

 

Finally, we look at ownership. 



2018 

Godolphin: 9 winners from 24 runners for 38% (-1.36) 

 

Cheveley Park Stud: 6 winners from 25 runners for 24% (+16.25) 

 

Dr Marwan Koukash: 5 winners from 48 runners for 10% (-13.59) 

Sheik Juma Maktoum: 5 winners from 7 runners for 71% (+14.14) 

 

Anthony Brittain: 5 winners from 57 runners for 9% (-5.00) 

 

Amazing Racing: 4 winners from 9 runners for 44% (+11.00) 

 

Could the reader have envisaged a 46% winning strike-rate with favourites in non-handicap 

races and the most profitable of those with horses aged four-years old and older? Conversely, 

the same age group fare the worst in handicaps. So, some interesting figures there, we will now 

look at the results for Windsor, Goodwood and Catterick. 

 

WINDSOR 

This course is unique!  

 

It is the only flat track in the UK to have an overall figure of eight shape, so races of 12 furlongs 

or more horses go both left and right-handed. Races below that distance have only right-hand 

turns. The course is perfectly flat throughout and its configuration means it is quite sharp and 

should not suit long striding horses. Conversely, the run-in is nearly five furlongs giving 

galloping sorts a chance to run on, but we doubt that type is at Windsor to race seriously so we 

take a watching brief. When the going is very testing field tend to track across to the far side, 

although it is a greater factor at sprint trips. 

 

 
Here are the latest figures from Windsor (up to 14 August 2018). 

NON-HANDICAP RACES (5 YEARS)             HANDICAP RACES (5 YEARS) 

2yo: 83-159 for 52% (+12.93)        9-19 for 47% (+5.51) 

 

3yo: 71-135 for 53% (+15.80)        98-263 for 37% (+8.93) 

 

4yo+: 23-44 for 52% (+11.87)        77-263 for 29% (-26.42) 

 

Total: 177-338 for 52% (+40.59) 184-545 for 34% (-11.98) 



2018 

Richard Hannon: 13 winners from 65 runners for 20% (-1.94) 

 

John Gosden: 6 winners from 14 runners for 43% (-0.31) 

 

Clive Cox: 6 winners from 37 runners for 16% (-6.52) 

 

Mark Johnston: 6 winners from 18 runners for 33% (+4.83) 

 

Ed Walker: 5 winners from 23 runners for 22% (-3.12) 

2018 

Adam Kirby: 12 winners from 56 runners for 21% (-2.84) 

 

Tom Marquand: 9 winners from 56 runners for 16% (-13.50) 

 

James Doyle: 7 winners from 25 runners for 28% (-7.73) 

 

Rob Havlin: 6 winners from 28 runners for 21% (-13.81) 

 

Silvestre de Sousa: 6 winners from 11 runners for 55% (+8.61) 

2018 

J C Smith: 3 winners from 6 runners for 50% (+10.00) 

 

King Power Racing: 3 winners from 7 runners for 43% (+0.44) 

 

P C F Racing Ltd: 2 winners from 2 runners for 100% (+6.00) 

 

K Abdulla: 3 winners from 11 runners for 27% (-0.75) 

 

Chris & David Stam: 2 winners from 2 runners for 100% (+10.50) 

 

Saif Ali: 2 winners from 3 runners for 67% (+1.72) 

 

 

GOODWOOD 

This is a right-handed undulating track.  

 

There are two bends with all races up to a mile and a quarter using the lower bend, and in excess 

of eleven furlongs uses the top bend.  

 

Although there is a five-furlong run-in from the top bend, the turns and the pronounced 

downhill gradients make Goodwood essentially a sharp track, favouring handy types, 

particularly in the shorter-distance races.  

 

The five-furlong course is one of the fastest in the country, meaning speedy sorts often have an 

advantage.  



A notoriously tricky course, those held up regularly meet trouble in the straight, particularly 

when kept to the rail. 

 

 
 

Here are the latest figures from Goodwood (up to 14 August 2018). 

NON-HANDICAP RACES (5 YEARS)             HANDICAP RACES (5 YEARS) 

2yo: 46-106 for 43% (+0.95)          4-22 for 18% (-7.42) 

 

3yo: 37-83 for 45% (+3.77)            50-162 for 31% (-1.13) 

 

4yo+: 25-60 for 42% (+2.76)          54-172 for 31% (+8.63) 

 

Total: 108-249 for 43% (+7.48) 108-356 for 30% (+0.09) 

2018 

Mark Johnston: 11 winners from 56 runners for 20% (-13.41) 

 

William Haggas: 6 winners from 29 runners for 21% (+7.00) 

 

Tony Carroll: 3 winners from 16 runners for 19% (-7.91) 

 

Michael Stoute: 4 winners from 15 runners for 27% (+3.45) 

 

Ralph Beckett: 3 winners from 16 runners for 19% (+9.50) 

2018 

Jim Crowley: 6 winners from 29 runners for 21% (-7.82) 

 

Ryan Moore: 5 winners from 29 runners for 17% (-2.80) 

 

Silvestre de Sousa: 4 winners from 18 runners for 22% (+5.58) 

 

Jamie Spencer: 4 winners from 7 runners for 57% (+9.37) 

 

Joe Fanning: 4 winners from 28 runners for 14% (-13.50) 



2018 

K Abdulla: 4 winners from 7 runners for 57% (+17.20) 

 

Hamdan Al Maktoum: 4 winners from 16 runners for 25% (-2.42) 

 

A W Carroll: 3 winners from 4 runners for 75% (+4.08) 

 

Sheik Rashid Maktoum: 3 winners from 3 runners for 100% (+10.00) 

 

Cheveley Park Stud: 3 winners from 11 runners for 27% (+10.25) 

 

CATTERICK 

This is a sharp oval-shaped track, measuring just nine furlongs, with a run-in of three furlongs.  

 

It is a racecourse for specialists and its undulations combined with its exceedingly sharp nature 

makes it a difficult course for the big galloping sorts and particularly suits the speedy type who 

races handily. The round course is virtually downhill all the way from 7 furlongs out, and the 5 

furlong races which start on a separate chute are also downhill all the way with the first furlong 

being quite an extreme downhill section. On the softer ground, the field sometimes comes more 

down the middle or near the stand side. 

 
Here are the latest figures from Catterick (up to 14 August 2018). 

NON-HANDICAP RACES (5 YEARS)           HANDICAP RACES (5 YEARS) 

2yo: 41-77 for 53% (+9.00)          11-31 for 35% (-1.18) 

 

3yo: 19-50 for 38% (-15.69)         36-115 for 31% (-10.31) 

 

4yo+: 18-38 for 47% (+0.56)        65-238 for 27% (-20.94) 

 

Total: 78-165 for 47% (-6.13) 112-384 for 29% (-32.42) 

2018 

Richard Fahey: 4 winners from 27 runners for 15% (-2.75) 

 

Kenneth Slack: 3 winners from 6 runners for 50% (+4.15) 

 

Ann Duffield: 3 winners from 8 runners for 38% (+56.50) 



Julie Camacho: 3 winners from 6 runners for 50% (+4.87) 

 

David O'Meara: 3 winners from 16 runners for 19% (-8.25) 

 

2018 

Paul Mulrennan: 5 winners from 16 runners for 31% (+3.62) 

 

Paul Hanagan: 4 winners from 16 runners for 25% (+8.00) 

 

Ben Curtis: 3 winners from 10 runners for 30% (+28.00) 

 

Conor Beasley: 3 winners from 9 runners for 33% (+58.00) 

 

P M McDonald: 3 winners from 18 runners for 17% (+5.50) 

 

2018 

David Armstrong: 2 winners from 2 runners for 100% (+3.37) 

 

Mrs Amanda Harrison: 2 winners from 2 runners for 100% (+7.75) 

 

Global Racing Club: 2 winners from 2 runners for 100% (+22.00) 

 

Mrs Greta Sparks: 2 winners from 2 runners for 100% (+19.00) 

 

Evelyn Duchess: 2 winners from 2 runners for 100% (+59.00) 

 

The above figures could have changed significantly by the time this piece goes to post so in 

need of an update. We remain certain the figures contain both interest and value.  

 

A racing consensus declares favourites win about a third of the races but we find differently.  

 

Our figures above show three-year olds in non-handicaps doing much better and register 310-

653 for 47.47% and even the handicaps produce 434-1211 for 35.84%.  

 

Favourite backers might want to concentrate on three-year olds in non-handicaps given these 

figures? 

 

We have templates in alphabetical order covering the three codes of racing and even though we 

are well aware of the general content, new information continually comes to light and when that 

happens, we almost feel we have received a message to our advantage.  

 

Very few readers have the time for this detail but betting to win demands hard work.  

 

We repeat, once the templates are in place they are very easy to update, it takes us a couple of 

minutes before racing and sometimes during this period a piece of information shouts at us!  

 



I do hope this piece has been of some interest... 

 

My thanks to On Course Profits for giving me a platform to air some thoughts.  

 

If the reader has any views or questions on the above then please get in touch at 

paulmoon@theracinghorse.co.uk 
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Product Reviews 

Our latest reviews on some of the products and services currently on offer on the market. 

 

 
Cost: £40.00 per month / £100.00 per quarter / £350.00 annually. 

 

The Trial: July was a less successful month for this exceptionally industrious tipster who only 

tips horses with double figure decimal odds (sometimes treble figures!). 

 

It is possible that the fine weather favours those shorter priced runners, but there were still an 

average of over 37 tips a day for the month’s total of 1,169 which included 170 advised each-

way. There were 65 winners with odds advised between 9/1 and 40/1 and 27 placers with odds 

up to 100/1. 

 

http://bettinggods.com/go.php?offer=bluedelta&pid=4


Taking the each ways as 2 bets then with the singles there were 92 winning bets returning a 

profit out of a total of 1,339 bets – a 6.87% strike rate. This percentage is similar to last month 

but this time the result was a loss of 173.52pts…Gulp! 

 

The service is still 46pts up over the review period but it takes a strong stomach to place that 

number of bets and keep the faith with losses like those in a month. 

 

Conclusion: The service has plenty of action and we are showing a profit but you’ll need to set 

aside a healthy betting bank if you are going to make the most of this service. You can find out 

more here. 

 

 

 
Cost: £15.00 for the first month then £30.00 per month thereafter. 

 

The Trial: Our first losing month with almost 7 points loss, albeit the last two months have 

only shown marginal profits. 

 

With 52 winners from 86 selections the strike rate is healthy but overall we are 3 points down 

and with subscription fees to take into account the profits need to improve. 

 

Conclusion: May have potential but returns need to be improved. You can find out more here. 

 

 

 
 

 

Cost: £14.95 per month 

 

The Trial: Like many services during the latest month it has struggled to match its website 

claims but has managed to eke out a small profit. 

http://bettinggods.com/go.php?offer=bluedelta&pid=4
http://bettinggods.com/go.php?offer=bluedelta&pid=4
http://sportsworldpublishing.co.uk/products/the-laying-game
http://sportsworldpublishing.co.uk/products/the-laying-game
http://www.racinggenius.co.uk/


With 9 winners from the advised 39 selections this month we have shown a marginal profit of 

just over 1.30 points to the advised prices. 

 

Overall the position is 20 winners from 86 selections and a profit of almost 11.50 points to 

advised prices. 

 

Conclusion: Promising. Find out more by clicking here. 

 

 
Cost: First 30 days tips £5.00 

 

The Trial: The warm, dry weather appeared to suit this horse backing service as its strike rate 

hit over 40% with 30 winners from 72 selections. 

 

Allowing for 5 Rule 4 deductions between 10p & 25p the profit to 1 point level stakes was 

15.90 points to the advised odds with BOG, an ROI of 22.08% which brings the service into 

profit. 

 

Conclusion: A possible, but next month will cement our opinion. 

 

 

 
 

Cost: £9.99 per month 

 

The Trial: We have been impressed by the short losing runs on this service which to date have 

been just 2 bets. 

 

This is a comparatively new service provided by Chris Wigg and Theo Koumis and as its name 

suggests you are advised to back its selections each way.  

http://www.oncourseprofits.com/ocpgenius
https://www.horse4course-racetips.com/contact-Us.html


The 20 tips to date have only had 6 out of the frame with 10 being outright winners, a 50% win 

SR. The winning SPs were between 5/4-5/1 and the 4 placers between 11/4-7/1. 

 

The net profit, calculated at half a point each way with BOG, was a shade over 6 points for an 

ROI of 30%. Surprisingly this service does not calculate its results with BOG so it misses out on 

any odds drift and this has already happened more than once. 

 

The selections are emailed around noon on race day and can also be accessed on a password 

secured website. 

 

With the tips being so close to the racing time we decided to check if Betfair SPs showed an 

improved return which turned out to be the case as the profit now stood at almost 8 points and 

an ROI of 39%. 

 

Conclusion: Certainly worth an investment based on current findings. You can find out more 

here. 

 

 

 
Cost: £17.50 for first month £35.00 per month thereafter / £85.00 for 3 months. 

 

The Trial: All bets are 1 or 2pts and win and EW. A poor start has seen 4/27 winners and a loss 

of over 11 points. 

 

Conclusion: Needs to improve. 
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Tipster Top Ten 

All results are based on Advised Stakes and Best Odds Guaranteed and results over the last 90 

days at the time of writing. 

 

1. The Racing Diary – SR 19% ROI 70% 

Carl Nicholson’s Racing Diary tops the table this month and his add on services, Stable 

Whispers and the ITV Specials have all been yielding excellent returns. 

Find out more about the service 

 

2. Trend Betting – SR 34% ROI 54% 

Climbing the table this month to take second place is Trend Betting. July was an excellent 

month for the service and although getting off to a sticky start August has picked up and looks 

to be heading in a healthy positive direction if the trend continues. 

Find out more about the service 

 

3. Value Wins – SR 17% ROI 51% 

July got off to a sticky start for this service but closing the month over 100 points up shows a 

good turn of foot when landing winners such as Wee Jim at 20/1, but that said, and as can be 

seen from the strike rate there are losing runs and currently the service is sitting some 30 points 

down as at 14th August.  

 

Still, there is plenty of time to turn things around again. 

Find out more about the service 

 

 

http://www.betting-school.com/ocprd
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/view/143
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/2/view/205


4. Thunderstrike – SR 42% ROI 40% 

Thunderstrike has been having an amazing time of it of late and with a mix of sports, it may be 

a service which demonstrates the benefit of a mixed portfolio when it comes to betting.  

You know what they say, don’t put all your eggs in one basket. 

Find out more about the service 

 

5. iProSpeed – SR 32% ROI 33% 

iPro Speed closed July with over 35 points in the bank and with most of the selections being 

single figure prices there haven’t been the large losses that many services can encounter. August 

has seen some amazing wins, and with stakes ranging from 1pt – 4pts the service seems to know 

when to place the larger bets. The resultant profit as at 14th of the month for August stands at 

over 160 points! A quick scroll through the odds of the winners during August to date shows a 

steady stream of winners, and interestingly not one of them is what you would call a “big priced 

outsider”. In fact, the winners have all been in single figures. We can see this one heading up to 

the top next month if this vein continues. 

Find out more about the service 

 

6. L7N – SR 22% ROI 31% 

Still with us are Lucky 7 Naps but had you joined on the back of an amazing July you would be 

sitting for your first half month almost 70 points in the red and that takes some stomaching…if 

you like roller coasters you’ll be fine. 

Find out more about the service 

 

7. Two Percent Club – SR17% ROI 28% 

Still, in the table this month are the Two Percent Club. July ended on a negative but as we write 

this the gains in August have more than covered the losses. Onwards and upwards. 

Find out more about the service 

 

8. Early Odds – SR 20% ROI 27% 

A return to the table for Early Odds. August has started bouncing around the breakeven mark 

but the latest week has been excellent with winners such as Teodoro (10/1) and Final Treat 

(11/1). 

Find out more about the service 

 

9. Shrewd Tipster SR34% ROI 18% 

Shrewd Tipster is another returner to the table but the service does have what we politely refer 

to as “ups and downs”. Winnings tend to come in one month and the following month may be a 

negative, but like all things, if you have discipline and are consistent with your betting the 

overall picture is a healthy one. 

Find out more about the service 

 

10. Loves Racing - SR 25% ROI 16% 

Profits for this service have been consistent and the add on service for the festivals has been the 

icing on the cake. 

Find out more about the service 
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Tipster Review - The Honest Tipster 

We get to profile another new service this month with The Honest Tipster…now there is a name 

you don’t see often. 

 

The man behind this service has been involved in the sport of kings for over three decades 

having been introduced into the sport by a close friend who had already over 35 years 

knowledge in the sport. 

 

The friend was a very successful professional horse racing adviser himself and he showed The 

Honest Tipster all of the pros & cons of racing, while THT was encouraged to reach the same 

professional tipping heights as his mentor. 

 

THT started full time professional gambling career several years ago but kept it low key among 

a select few as partnership involvements with other agencies just didn’t play fair. 

 

Being introduced to BetFan was a great opening for THT and if he wanted to further his tipping 

career in being a good honest tipster then that was the place he needed to be. 

 

He puts his success down to now having acquired a healthy breadth of knowledge of the horse 

racing industry, remaining calm and relaxed while all round lose their heads and simple 

patience. 

 

Like many mistakes have been made along the way but it is these thrills and spills that have 

made THT what he is today. 

 



There are no specific patterns to his selection process and no specific races or conditions as he 

feels that by being restrictive you have the possibility of missing a rather “juicy priced” winner. 

 

He will spend several hours, day and night, in finding his selections and he always makes sure 

that he’s very calm when doing so as it’s so much more fun that way. Staying calm means there 

should be no rash decisions. 

 

There may be anywhere between just one selection and several selections on a daily basis with 

the selections being made available anytime from the night before the days racing up to lunch 

time on the day of the race. 

 

THT also knows that a punter is looking for frequent winners with nice healthy odds, so that 

when the losing tips come they can just shrug them off knowing in there gut he’ll give them 

what they want, big priced winners! 

 

His tips are based solely on his decision, 100%, and over three decades of excellent knowledge 

together with what he has been shown by good honest men in the sport. 

 

He only goes for excellent value prices so most of the time you can go e/w and he does honestly 

think this is the way forward. His bets are different to many out there as if he sees potential in a 

select few he will post them as an e/w patent now and again...“But if you are so good why sell 

your tips?” we asked. 

 

His reply was a simple one, to be seen as one of “the best tipsters in the world”. Although he 

will not deny that it is nice to see that his tips are appreciated by others too. 

 

So what more can we tell you about the actual person that is THT. We his friends keep telling 

him he is too honest for his own good and in this sport of kings investment business it’s dog eat 

dog and he has learned the hard way. 

 

He enjoys the sport and loves to see both the subscriber’s and the bookies faces when he walks 

in to collect on a 10/1,20/1 and 100/1 Winner after winner. 

 

His most rewarding times have been when he has picked on a regular basis, winners and e/w 

winners in the Grand National events, absolutely thrilling times ... and obviously picking the 

odd 100/1 winner! Like the other day, simply amazing. But why should punters seriously 

consider joining him? 

 

He’s just a good honest tipster true to his being and loves helping people along the way, simple! 

 

He is true to his word and will make his fellow subscribers, “very very happy ones”. We could 

do with some of that positive energy being passed around. 

 

You can join The Honest Tipster here and get the service for 14 

days for just £1.00 
  

http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/discount/1213/ejehe9ys
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/discount/1213/ejehe9ys


Join The Honest Tipster Today! 

 

Get your 14 day trial for just £1.00 
 

http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/discount/1213/ejehe9ys
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/discount/1213/ejehe9ys
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/discount/1213/ejehe9ys

