
 

 

 

  



 

Editor's Welcome 
 

Welcome to the October edition of On Course Profits magazine, I can't believe that the year is 

already three quarters the way through. 

 

As always we have a bumper collection of systems for you to follow during October, but before 

I get to them I want to tell you about a special offer that you may want to take action on now. 

 

The offer comes from Carl Nicholson who is again sitting pretty at the top of our Tipster Table 

showing a whopping 97% ROI. 

 

The offer is for Carl's Racing Diary and Stable Whispers services combined for one payment 

and you can try them for just £5. 

 

With these services you will get two or three bets every day of the week and you will get plenty 

of big priced winners. 

 

Full details of this offer which is for OCP readers only can be found here -

https://www.valuebacking.com/cnrd-ocp-discount/ 

 

This month Nick shares his systems for the early weeks of the new National Hunt season. 

 

There is money to be won with the start of a new season, both the flat and the National Hunt 

season, from trainers that have their horses ready to go while others are bringing their charges 

on slowly to aim for the big end of season races. 

 

https://www.valuebacking.com/cnrd-ocp-discount/


Nick has the facts.  

 

John has shared the key stats to help us profit at the Wetherby Charlie Hall meeting, he has also 

shared his research into the effects of gelding and he highlights the trainers that profit from their 

newly gelded charges. 

 

John has also shared systems for the new National Hunt season and we have a lot of systems 

and a lot of bets to go at in October.   

 

We have highlighted in red all the systems that are included in the portfolio that make up the 

selections that we send out to subscribers of our Selections Found For You service. 

 

You can join that here... 

 

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/selections-found-for-you/ 

 

Of course if you prefer to find your own selections you can follow along by checking the 

systems in red that we have published this month and over the last few months. 

 

On the sports from James Pacheco makes a compelling case for his value pick for the Europa 

League winner this season and explains why Ronaldo should be opposed in the Serie 

A Capocannoniere (leading goal scorer) market. 

 

A jolly good read and bets that will entertain you all season. 

 

I hope you enjoy this month’s magazine. 

 

All the best 

Darren Power 
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Jumps Trainer & Jockey Combos for October and November. 
 

Last month we looked at flat trainers to follow at the end of the season in the months of 

September and October. As we pointed out last time, these months are historically a tricky time 

for punters. However, if you do your homework and a bit of research it is possible to identify 

those who continue to bang in the winners in these latter months.  

 

As the flat season winds down, so the jumps season begins.  

 

The jumps calendar has a different set up to the flat season in so much that the blue riband 

events such as the Cheltenham and Aintree Festivals are at the end of the season. That usually 

means that horses are trained to peak in March and April.  

 

However, not all trainers are totally focussed on these events and often prefer to get there string 

fit and ready at the very beginning of the season.  

 

As a companion to our end of season flat trainers article, this month I am going to identify the 

trainer/jockey combinations that should be followed in the early part of the jumps season 

(October and November).  

 

Seeing as trainer/jockey combinations are ever changing, I am focussing on the last 4 years. 

 
 



Fergal O’Brien and Paddy Brennan 
Top of our list in terms of profit is the productive pairing of Fergal O’Brien and Paddy Brennan.  

 

In fact, it is safe to say Paddy Brennan has been rejuvenated since riding regularly for O’Brien.  

 

Since 2014 they have combined to produce the following results: 

 

 
 

As you can see, the last two seasons have seen this combination fire in 32 winners from 91 

runners for a profit of £123.40 at Betfair SP. True, 2015 was a shocker with just one win from 

24 rides but the other three seasons were very good. 

 

There are a number of ways to improve on those results if you want to.  

 

Personally, I would look to back them all, given the strike rate over the last two seasons is 

around 33%.  

 

We can start by breaking the results down by national hunt race type. 

 

 
 

The first thing of note is that the chasers have a relatively modest strike rate of 17% compared 

to the hurdlers and bumper runners who both hit the mark over 30% of the time. Combining 

these runners gives a record of 31 winners from 95 runners for a profit of £138.67.  

 

Not bad going in my opinion.  

 

This is reflected in the age the winners as you might expect: 

 

 
 



The 4yo to 6yo runners, most of whom will be running in bumpers and over hurdles have a 

combined record of 28-86 for a level stakes profit of £141.10 at Betfair SP.  

 

The profit is still over £100 to £1 level stakes at industry SP, which just about everyone can beat 

by taking early prices and BOG (best odds guaranteed). 

 

Winners have come in all race classes from the highest level (class 1) all the way down to the 

basement level of class 6. If you really want a micro-angle, then the bumper runners, handicap 

hurdlers and the runners in novice hurdles look the way to go.  

 

Since 2014 they have combined for a record of 28-73 (38% strike rate) and have recorded 

profits of £134.46 at Betfair SP. 

 

 
 

I am actually a big fan over Fergal O’Brien and, although his chasers have a much lower strike 

rate, they are worth noting and I have tipped a few up over at the Betting School who went and 

did the business at decent prices.  

 

If I was pushed for an angle though I would stick to the 4yo to 6yo runners. 

 

System: Back Fergal O'Brien's runners in Hurdles and Bumpers when ridden by Paddy 

Brennan in October and November. 

 

If you are looking for an angle back the 4yo-6yo runners ONLY. 

 

Gordon Elliott and Jack Kennedy 
This pairing holds no secrets from the bookmakers and punters alike, but they have still racked 

up some serious profits in the last three seasons.  

 

This may be because Gordon Elliott often runs multiple runners in any one race and Jack 

Kennedy may not necessarily be on the apparent stable first string.  

 

This pair probably takes advantage, from a value perspective, of any runners that Willie Mullins 

saddles in the same race as this handler’s runners are massively over-bet, providing value 

elsewhere on the card. 

 

Here is the Elliott / Kennedy record over the course of the last three seasons: 

 

 
 

https://www.betting-school.com/


35 wins from 96 rides at a strike rate of 36% and a spectacular profit of £238.67 at Betfair SP 

speaks for itself.  

 

What I like about this combination is that you do not really need to do anything else other than 

back them. Chasers and hurdlers have a similar record at 15 wins and 20 wins respectively. The 

hurdlers win in handicap, novice and maiden races as do the chasers who regularly enter the 

winner’s enclosure in beginner’s chases, handicap chases and graded races.  

 

Winners have come across all age groups, from 4yo to 9yo and have come across all race 

distances from 2 miles to 3 miles and further.  

 

I am happy to leave this pair alone at that and move on to the next combo. 

 

System: Back Gordon Elliot runners when ridden by Jack Kennedy during October and 

November. 

 

Gary Moore and Jamie Moore 
The father and son team of Gary Moore and Jamie Moore are not as prolific as the combinations 

we have covered so far but they still team up for a very respectful strike rate of 19% across the 

last 4 seasons.  

 

The results are actually better than the bare figures suggest when you look at the yearly 

breakdown: 

 

 
 

Since 2015 the duo has combined in the months of October and November for 25 winners from 

110 runners, increasing the strike rate of 23%, and boosting the profits to £76.94 at Betfair SP.  

 

This tells me that the duo is on an upward trajectory and it will be interesting to see how they go 

in 2018. 

 

We can improve on the 2014 – 2017 numbers by first ditching the bumper runners who are 0-6. 

Furthermore, we can ditch those running at class 5 level and below as 22 of the 25 chase and 

hurdles runners have done their winning in class 1 to class 4 events. In doing so, we are left with 

a decent set of results: 

 

 
System: Back Gary Moore's runners when ridden by his son, Jamie Moore during 

October and November in Hurdle and Chase races of Class 4 or higher. 



John Joseph Hanlon and Rachel Blackmore 
Back over to Ireland for our next combination and this time it is John Joseph Hanlon and Rachel 

Blackmore.  

 

Since 2014 they have combined for 10 winners from 57 runners at a modest strike rate of 17% 

but those winners have combined for a decent profit of £77.23 at Betfair SP. They mostly team 

up over the smaller obstacles where they have a record of 6-43 but they have also gone in with 2 

chasers from just 11 rides.  

 

The interesting angle here is that they have yet to record a winner when the horse in question 

has been aged 4yo, and when combining three and four year olds they are 1-13.  

 

4yo's usually contested bumpers and juvenile, maiden and novice hurdles. Eliminating these 

runners along with the golden oldies aged 11yo and older improves their overall record to 9-42 

and the strike rate is a more respectable 21%. 

 

 
 

These results can be improved upon further by sticking to the handicappers who have a decent 

record of 8-33 (24% strike rate) and realise a profit of £90.23. In comparison, those running in 

non-handicap races have a record of 1-9 and show a small loss at Betfair SP.  

 

All those winners have gone in at decent prices ranging from 4/1 to 33/1 so they never get 

hammered in the market to prohibitive odds. 

 

 
 

System: Bet John Joseph Hanlon runners aged 5yo to 10yo racing in handicaps in October 

and November ridden by Rachel Blackmore. 

 

Henry Whittington and Harry Bannister 
Next up we have Harry Bannister and Henry Whittington.  

 

Like Rachel Blackmore and John Joseph Hanlon, you will most likely not get a huge amount of 

qualifiers but remember we are focussing on just the months of October and November and 

there is no harm in combining the other trainers and jockeys so you get a meaningful number of 

bets to work with.  

 

In the last few seasons, they have combined for 11 winners from 32 rides at an impressive strike 

rate of 34% and those winners would have seen you in profit to the tune of £20.02 at Betfair SP. 

 

 



There is a nice even split between the handicappers (5-16) and non-handicappers (6-16) so no 

need to worry about focussing on either type of race. Similarly, there have been winners in 

bumper, hurdles and chases and all have produced a profit to varying degrees. Winners have 

also come in all age groups from 4yo up to 9yo. Again, we see a similar pattern in terms of race 

distance with winners over just shy of 2 miles, all the way up to races over 3 miles. 

 

Whilst this already has the look of a rock-solid angle, there are a couple of other interesting 

statistics to throw into the mix. Firstly, 8 of those 11 winners have come in class 4 races from a 

total of just 20 runners. That equates to a strike rate of 40%. Whilst this does not necessarily 

improve the overall P/L it does leave you looking at plenty of winners and losing runs should be 

kept to a minimum. Another interesting angle is that 8 of the 11 winners were sent off as the 

favourite, joint favourite or co-favourite from just 13 such qualifiers. 

 

No surprise to see then that all 11 winners returned an SP of 12/1 or shorter at industry prices 

and 16.0 or shorter at Betfair SP. In total, 24 qualifiers returned a Betfair SP of 16.0 and that is a 

strike rate of 46%.  

 

Obviously, this is not an easy angle to explore.  

 

I like to get my bets on early, usually the night before or on the morning of the race, so 

predicting SP is nigh on impossible.  

 

What I would say though is that if one of the runners is a forecast favourite or has an early show 

of 12/1 or shorter then we have a pretty good chance of hitting the mark in terms of the upper 

ceiling for SP. The simplest angle may just be to back their runners in class 4 races. Either way, 

a strike rate in excess of 40% for their fancied runners should see you grab a few winners if this 

trend continues. 

 

System: Back Henry Whittington's runners when ridden by Harry Bannister in class 4 

races in October and November. 

 

Paul Nicholls and Harry Cobden 

This combination is probably no secret to the serious punter and the bookmakers alike. In fact, 

they have teamed up to become a real success story in recent years with a number of high 

profile winners in some of the better races contested on a Saturday.  

 

We will begin by looking at the bare figures since 2015: 

 

 
 

There will be no shortage of bets for these two in the coming months of October and November. 

The pair teamed up 12 times in 2015, 29 times in 2016 and a whopping 50 times last year. It 

was 2016 that put this combination on the map as they teamed up for 13 winners from those 29 

rides at a strike rate of 45% and a profit of £13.41 at Betfair SP.  

 

 



The problem with the Nicholls runners is that they are typically overbet, based on his success as 

a Champion trainer in seasons gone by. With this in mind, there is no mileage in backing all the 

Nicolls / Cobden runners in 2018 as you may well be backing horses that offer very little, if 

anything, in the way of value. Instead, I am going to explore those results and see if there is a 

more profitable angle lurking below the surface that can be potentially exploited in the next 

couple of months. 

 

The way to go when searching for a possible angle is to concentrate on those running in non-

handicap races.  

 

The comparative performance of these two sets of runners is given below: 

 

 
 

Although there is not much in it in terms of P/L (and to be honest neither will make you rich), 

the strike rate of the non-handicappers comes in at a massive 40% compared to the 18% for the 

handicappers. Within this type of race, of which there are many, there have been winners across 

all age groups from 3yo up to 8yo. Next, we find that all 19 winners have come in field sizes of 

11 runners or less. There have been 41 such qualifiers and now we are looking at a strike rate of 

around 46%. The non-handicap hurdles and chasers perform with equal credit, with those going 

over jumps having a record of 8-16 (50% strike rate) and those over the smaller obstacles 

having a record of 10-22 (45% strike rate). 

 

We can improve on those figures by concentrating on races run over 2 miles to 3 miles and that 

gives an overall record of 17-31 (55% strike rate) and a P/L of £21.68 at Betfair SP.  

There have been winners across the broad spectrum of race types within the non-handicap 

category, from bumpers to beginners chases to novice hurdles and also at the highest level 

(Graded and Listed races). In fact, this combination is 5-5 in non-handicap Listed and Graded 

races including wins at Grade 1 and Grade 2 level. Interestingly, all 17 winners in non-handicap 

races, in field sizes of 11 runners or less, racing over 2 miles to 3 miles were sent off as the 

favourite.  

 

There is not much else to add, so this one is for all the favourite backers out there. 

 

System: Back Paul Nicholls Non Handicap runners ridden by Harry Cobden aged 

between 3 and 11 years running over distances of between 2m and 3m in October and 

December. 

Colin Tizzard and Harry Cobden 
Finally, we bring the curtain down on another combination that includes Harry Cobden and this 

time the trainer is Colin Tizzard. Given his association and formidable record riding for Paul 

Nicholls, it remains to be seen how many rides he is booked for by Colin Tizzard. One thing I 

can tell you is that he rode 45 times for the Tizzard yard in 2017, while still taking 50 rides for 

Paul Nicholls, so there is a good chance we will see these two pairing up again this season. 

 

 



The pair has the following record since their association began in 2016: 

 

 
 

Already we are looking at a strike rate of 28%, so plenty of scope for improvement as we seek a 

possible angle or two. Chasers (5-28) and hurdlers (8-21) have both been profitable to follow, as 

have handicappers (6-28) and non-handicappers (7-19). Race distance appears to make no 

difference with winners over 2 miles up to 3 ½ miles.  

 

One interesting fact is that Colin Tizzard runs are fair few older horses, but concentrating on 

those aged 4yo to 8yo does improve the results to: 

 

 
 

I am happy to leave it there as I think the Tizzard / Cobden runners offer a touch more value 

compared to the Nicolls / Cobden runners and whilst the former combination has a lower strike 

rate, the profits and return on investment is much higher as you would expect from backing 

value runners. 

 

System: Back Colin Tizzard runners aged 4yo-8yo ridden by Harry Cobden in October 

and November. 

 

 

If you'd like to bet alongside Dr Nick at all the big meetings this year, check out his Big Race 

Tips service which made 552 points profit since January 2016 - Click Here. 
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Wetherby: Home of The Charlie Hall Chase 
 

This is the third article looking at UK racecourses. So far, we have looked at Goodwood and 

Ayr. For this month I am heading south again to “Gods Own County”, Yorkshire. Wetherby is 

the track and jumping the game. 

 

As I focus on my first mainly jumps track. I say mainly because in recent seasons the course has 

had a small number of flat meetings. Which I have to say have attracted some decent sized 

fields. 

 

I have three local tracks Pontefract, York and Wetherby which is the closest racecourse to me as 

the crow flies. Given my fondness for Wetherby I thought the track would be an ideal place to 

start my look at the National Hunt tracks. 

 

Given you will be reading this article in the run-up to arguably the tracks biggest meeting of the 

year the Charlie Hall Meeting. I will also have a look at that particular meeting and its historic 

race. 

 

As before I will look briefly at the tracks location, history, configuration and two of its biggest 

races.  

 

In the final section I will highlight some significant stats at the course. 

 

 

 

 



Location and History 
 

Wetherby Racecourse is located approximately 15 miles from Leeds. Its location close to the A1 

means it’s easy to get to by car. However, the town of Wetherby doesn’t have a railway station 

so it’s not easy for those using public transport. 

 

There are buses from Leeds, York and Harrogate and on its big meeting days the racecourse 

does put on a complimentary shuttle bus service between Wetherby Town Centre and the 

Racecourse. 

 

The Racecourse is situated about 1 ½ miles from Wetherby Town Centre and it’s about 30-

minute walk for those you wishing take the healthy option and walk to the track. 

 

Horse racing at its present home on York Road, first started in 1891. The first Grandstand was 

built in 1906 and remains in place today. After the end of the First World War. A body called 

Wetherby Race Company was set up. This company bought the lease to the racecourse and 

appointed Rowland Meyrick as Clerk of The Course. Meyrick’s name is remembered today in 

the handicap chase named after him which is held at Wetherby each Boxing Day. 

 

In 1924 the racecourse even gained its own railway station which was officially closed in 1959. 

When the railway station was in existence. There were regular horse racing specials from the 

industrial cities of Bradford, Leeds & Sheffield which increased the popularity of the course and 

led to much higher attendances at its meetings. 

 

There’s been plenty of investment in facilities at the track since 1945, including the Millennium 

Stand in 2000 and the more recent £3.2m redevelopment of the racecourse. Giving Wetherby 

racegoers, a great race day experience. 

 

Wetherby hosted its first flat fixture on 26th April 2015 and has since staged a limited number 

of flat fixtures in subsequent years. The easy accessibility of the track for trainers, from the likes 

of Newmarket as well as Yorkshire based trainers, has meant that field sizes for flat racing have 

stood up really well. 

 

Wetherby’s most valuable meeting of its jumps season is its late October/early November 

fixture. The meeting features the tracks most prestigious race the Grade 2 Charlie Hall Chase 

which has been won by great staying chases like Wayward Lad, Burrough Hill Lad, Forgive ‘n 

Forget, One Man, See More Business, Silviniaco Conti and Cue Card. 

 

The meeting also hosts good supporting races like the West Yorkshire Hurdle and the Wetherby 

Mares Hurdle. Other top races run at the track include Rowland Meyrick Handicap Chase and 

the Grade 2 Towton Novices’ Chase which is held in February. 

 

Track Configuration 
Wetherby is Left-handed course. The hurdles course runs inside the chase track making for 

some sharp turns and favours the speedier horse who can hold a prominent position. 

 

 



The fences used to be much stiffer than they are now but still provide a good jumping test for a 

chaser. Even on the chase course, horses that race prominently are favoured. 

 

All in all, a fair galloping track. 

 

Charlie Hall Chase 
The 3m 1f Charlie Hall Chase, or Bet365 Charlie Hall Chase which has been sponsored by the 

online bookmaker since 2013. doesn’t attract a big field of staying chasers. Indeed, the average 

field size in the past decade is around seven runners. 

 

The 2017 renewal was won by the Nigel Twiston-Davies trained Bristol De Mai before going 

onto win that years Betfair Chase. 

 

Here are a few interesting stats from the race which contain 10 winners from 68 runners 22 

placed: 

 Horses Age: 6 to 9 – 10 winners from 46 runners 20 placed (6yr olds are -3 winners 

from 4 runners 75% +11.1). 

 Official Rating: 151 to 165 - 10 winners from 47 runners 19 placed. 

 Wins in Month: 1 or 2 – 9 winners from 38 runners +23.85 A/E 1.73 15 placed. 

 Position in Betting: Top 3 – 7 winners from 31 runners 13 placed (70% of the 

winners from 46% off the runners). 

 Wins on the going: 1 or 2 – 7 winners from 30 runners +21.6 A/E 1.77 10 placed. 

 

Now, as we know trends are busted in these sorts of races on a regular basis but I think they 

provide a good way to short list contenders for a big race. 

 

Wetherby Stats: National Hunt 
Here are a few interesting trainer track stats that will hopefully enable you to identify some nice 

priced winners over jumps at Wetherby this season. First, I will look at some trainer stats for all 

meetings before looking at those trainers to note at the upcoming Bet365 Charlie Hall Meeting. 

 

The stats below are from 2014 to the time of writing (05/09/18) and cover all flat meetings at 

the course. Once again using the ever useful www.horseracebase.com for the stats.  

 

The results below contain 492 winners from 4090 runners. 

 

General Stats 
 Top 3 in the betting provided 73% of the winners from 37% of the total runners 

 Top four last time out provided 63% of the winners from 45% of the total runners 

 

Fate of the Favourites 
On average favourites, including Joint & Co favs, win about 35% of all jumps races. How have 

favourites fared at Wetherby? 

 

http://www.horseracebase.com/


All Favourites have produced - 197 winners from 538 runners 36% -28.99 A/E 0.96 

 

Breaking those results down into non-handicap and handicaps and looking at last time out 

placings: 

 

 Non -Handicaps – 109 winners from 237 runners 46% -16.42 A/E 0.96 169 placed 71%. 

 Handicaps – 88 winners from 301 runners 29% -12.57 170 placed 56%. 

 Favourites that won their last race are – 65 winners from 162 runners 40% -1.03 A/E 

0.95 102 placed 63%. 

 Favourites that had finished outside the top four on their last start are – 56 winners from 

146 runners 38% +8.86 A/E 1.06 97 placed 66%. 

 

Trainer Stats: All Meetings 

Race Type 

 Dan Skelton (Handicap Chases) – 7 winners from 17 runners 41% +14.33 A/E 1.68 10 

placed 59%. 

 Nicky Richards (Handicap Hurdles) – 5 winners from 13 runners 38% +19.25 A/E 2.18 

8 placed 62%. 

Odds: 9/1 & under 

 Dan Skelton - 30 winners from 70 runners 43% +29.66 A/E 1.32 47 placed 67%. 

 Philip Kirby – 16 winners from 50 runners 32% +26.92 A/E 1.5 24 placed 48%. 

Race Class (Handicaps) 

 Neil Mulholland (Class 4) - 4 winners from 6 runners 67% +13.63 A/E 3.01 4 placed 

67%. 

 Nicky Richards (Class 3) - 4 winners from 7 runners 57% +22.75 A/E 3.42 5 placed 

71%. 

Going 

 Michael Easterby (Soft) – 5 winners from 10 runners 50% +8.08 A/E 2.27. 

 Venetia Williams (Heavy) – 4 winners from 9 runners 44% +5.45 A/E 1.67 6 placed 

67%. 

Trainer & Jockey Combinations 

 Nicky Richards & Ryan Day – 4 winners from 10 runner 40% +42 7 placed 70%. 

 Philip Hobbs & Richard Johnson – 6 winners from 16 runners 38% +5 13 placed 81%. 

 Kim Bailey & David Bass – 6 winners from 17 runners +12 11 placed 65%. 

 

Trainer Stats – Charlie Hall Meeting 

Before looking at some trainer stats at this meeting. Let’s look at some general meeting stats. 

The result below contain 66 winners from 560 runners 161 placed. 

 

 Top three in the betting have provided 79% of the winners from just 36% of the 

runners. 

 Odds SP: 22/1 and bigger – 1 winner from 152 runners 0.66 -126 A/E 0.32 9 placed 

6%. 

 Favourites: 29 winners from 73 runners 40% -1.11 A/E 1.02 45 placed 62%. 

 

 



Non-Handicaps 

 Harry Fry – 3 winners from 4 runners 75% +5.25 4 placed 100%. 

 

Handicaps 

 Nicky Richards – 2 winners from 2 runners 100% +5.5. 

 Sandy Thomson -2 winners from 2 runners 100% +8.75. 

 Michael Easterby – 2 winners from 6 runners 33% +24 3 placed 50%. 

 

Hopefully you enjoyed this brief look at Wetherby Racecourse and some of the key stats. 

 

By the time next month’s magazine is published we will be close to the start of Cheltenham’s 

first jumps meeting of the season and the winter game will be about to hit top gear. 

 

Until next time. 

John 
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Geldings: The Unkindest Cut of All? 
 

It's well-accepted that gelding or castrating a colt has benefits, but does it actually result in an 

improved performance?  

 

This month I am looking at geldings and if there are any angles that we punters can exploit. 

 

Before I move onto the interesting bit. It would be remiss not to take a brief look at what is 

meant by gelding a horse and why the procedure takes place. 

 

The Gelding 
The gelding of a male horse has been happening ever since man domesticated the horse, with 

the Greek philosopher Aristotle mentioning the word some 2300 years ago. 

 

It’s generally accepted that unless a male horse is going to be used for breeding it will be gelded 

at some time in its life. 

 

What is a gelding Operation? Well It’s a very simple procedure and the male horse doesn’t feel 

anything. In Britain the procedure has to be carried out by a qualified vet and it usually happens 

under anaesthetic. 

 

Very simply, the operation involves the removal of the testes, which will prevent the colt from 

developing further stallion-like characteristics. 

 

 



The procedure can either be carried out whilst colt is standing – when the anaesthetic is injected 

deep into the testis - a bit like a local anaesthetic in humans or it can be done whilst the colt is 

laying down under a general anaesthetic. 

 

The wound takes about two weeks to heal. The newly gelded horse can remain fertile for some 

weeks after the operation. In most newly castrated horses the remaining testosterone in their 

body can take six weeks to get out of the system. So, the benefits of the operation for 

behavioural reasons are not seen straight away. 

 

As in all operations there can be complications but in the main the castration of a horse is 

carried out without complications, with the end result being a healthy and well-adjusted gelding. 

 

Gelding a horse doesn’t always turn him into a ‘happy chappy’. Each horse is an individual. His 

mental attitude can be influenced by the age he was gelded. A horse gelded as a foal may have a 

different mindset than a horse that’s gelded later in life or that one who has already been 

breeding mares. 

 

Why Geld? 
“In most cases, gelding is used as an attitude adjuster” (Brendan Koerner). 

 

Firstly, it is done to deal with behavioural problems. The colt is beginning to show off his 

stallion like qualities, which can include screaming and fighting with other horses, or showing 

aggressive behaviour to humans. 

 

Whilst most colts can’t successfully breed a mare until they are a two-year-old, they begin to 

reach sexual maturity at about 12 to 14 months. It’s at this time when they begin to show 

interest in fillies which becomes more pronounced as they get older. 

 

The legendary American Racehorse John Henry, the first racehorse to surpass $4 million in 

career earnings and one of the richest racehorses in history, was gelded due to such a bad temper 

that led to him suffering seriously injury. Although gelding, calmed him down, he still wasn’t 

the most amenable horse in training. 

 

Other reason why the procedure is carried out include helping a colt to recover form a long-term 

injury and help keep them sound. If the colt has been injured and requires a long period of rest, 

a gelding operation maybe the best way to help him recover and allow him to resume his racing 

career. 

 

It can also help to keep a colt sound. Testosterone in the horse’s system helps them to build 

extra muscle mass and retain more fat as they develop the body build of a stallion. But for some 

colts, that growth can outstrip the maturity of their joints. A gelding operation means they will 

lose weight which means they are more likely to stay sound. 

 

When to Geld? 

Most horsemen accept that the gelding procedure only works to improve behaviour if the horse 

is fairly young at the time of the procedure. 



If a horse is gelded at three, four, five or older they already have learned behaviour. 

Testosterone may have reduced and with it their interest in the females. But they still have 

behaviour that they have learned. 

 

Most veterinarians will agree that castrating horses at a young age is the best. For example, the 

yearling colts have smaller testicles that are easier to remove. However, most castrate their 

horses when they become a training problem, which is normally around two to three years of 

age. There a differing opinion’s as to why this happens. But the most plausible is that the colt 

will have attained a thicker neck and heavier build. So, at least give off the appearance of being 

a male horse. 

 

First Time Out Geldings: The Stats 
Let’s move onto the Statistics for the performances of first-time geldings. As ever for the 

research I am relying on the excellent www.horseracebase.com. 

 

At this point it’s worth noting that accurate information on the newly gelded horses hasn’t 

always been as readily available to punters as it is now. 

 

On this occasion some of the stats would need to be double checked to make sure of as much 

accuracy as possible. 

 

Starting with flat turf races and using 5-years’ worth of stats to ensure a decent sample size. 

 

Flat Races 
The results for first time out after a gelding operation are: 

 

446 winners from 4531 runners 10% -1178.68 A/E 0.82 

 

Backing all horses on their first run in the turf since being gelded is not profitable. On turf these 

horses hit a strike rate of 10%, have an A/E value stat of 0.82 and they return a loss of 26.01%. 

 

Now breaking those results into non- handicaps & handicaps: 

 

Non-Handicaps – 158 winners from 1548 runners 10% -556.13 A/E 1.79 

 

Handicaps – 288 winners from 2983 runners 10% -612.55 A/E 0.84 

 

So, no real difference in the performance of the newly gelded horse in handicap or non-handicap 

races. 

 

Newly gelded horses do marginally better when making their handicap debut: 

 

110 winners from 1031 runners 11% -146.92 A/E 0.87.  

 

Still making a loss of 14.25% in the process. Betting to Betfair SP (BFSP) has returned a profit 

of +85.38. 



All Weather 
Do the results improve on the all-weather? In the past five years newly, gelded horses have 

produced the following set of results: 

 

323 winners from 2396 runners 13% -384.53 A/E 0.88 

 

Once again breaking those results down into non-handicap & handicaps. 

 

Non-Handicaps – 147 winners from 922 runners 16% -144.42 A/E 0.92 

 

Handicaps – 176 winners from 1474 runners 12% -240.11 A/E 0.85 

 

The more forgiving synthetic surfaces do help to provide better win-strike rate and A/E figure 

than on turf for the newly gelded horses. Still such runners are returning a loss of 16%. 

 

Those making their handicap debut on the all-weather for the first time after gelding have 

produced: 

 

63 winners from 470 runners 13% -24.33 A/E 0.87 and occurring a loss of 5.18%.  

 

Like flat handicap debutants they have returned a profit to BFSP of +57.25. 

 

Looking at the all-weather tracks: 

 

 
 

And breaking down the tracks by non-handicap and handicap races; 

 

Non Handicaps 

 

 
 

Some interesting stats there some poor figures for Dundalk runners and slight profits at 



Southwell. The massive profit at Chelmsford is down to big priced winners at 33/1 x 2 and 40/1 

x1. 

 

Handicaps 

 
 

I couldn’t really find any meaningfully profitable stats for flat runners and there are few on the 

all-weather.  

 

The two most interesting from the latter code are: 

 

 
 

So, first time out geldings on the all-weather that finished 1st or 2nd on their last start have a 

win-strike rate of almost 25% and returned a profit to both industry SP and BFSP. 

 

The other profitable stat that could be worth further investigation, if you have access to HRB, 

by focusing on all-weather, non-handicap races and the top-rated runner using HRB standard 

ratings. The top-rated runner has produced the following results: 

 

45 winners from 104 runners 43% +4.91 

 

For those looking for a potentially profitable micro-angle. Then concentrate on newly gelded 3-

year-olds, in all-weather Class 4 non-handicaps. They have produced the following set of results 

during the period under research: 

 



 
 

Granted not many qualifiers and a smaller sample size then you would like but an interesting 

stat nonetheless. 

 

Trainers and First Time Out Geldings 
You would expect trainers to have an influence on newly gelded runners, they should know 

when the horse needs to be gelded and what sort of rest period is required for the horse to run to 

his best. As ever there should be trainers who are better with newly gelded horses than others.  

 

Looking at both flat & turf. 

 

My top five trainers (ten or more winners and a 45% + win & place strike rate) are: 

 

 Saeed Bin Suroor -30 winners from 95 runners 32% +35.06 A/E 1.29 51 placed 54% 

 William Haggas - 26 winners from 90 runners 29% +8.8 A/E 1,28 43 placed 48% 

 Roger Charlton – 16 winners from 62 runners 26% +22.46 A/E 1.45 30 placed 48% 

 Hugo Palmer – 14 winners from 56 runners 25% +42.95 A/E 1,58 26 placed 46% 

 Michael Appleby – 10 winners from 41 runners 24% +48.63 A/E 2.07 26 placed 46% 

 

Micro Angles: 
Here are a few micro-angles that could be worth investigating further. 

 

 Favourites (Clear, Joint, & Co) – 40 winners from 87 runners 46% +28.35 A/E 1.28 59 

placed 68% 

 Hugo Palmer (non-handicaps) – 8 winners from 14 runners 57% +47.07 A/E 2.53 

 Saeed Bin Suroor (Good to Firm) – 11 winners from 26 runners 42% +30.23 A/E 2.01 

17 placed 65% 

 Saeed Bin Suroor (Standard) – 13 winners from 31 runners 42% +16.17 A/E 1.32 19 

placed 61% 



 William Haggas (Standard) – 7 winners from 17 runners 41% +7.59 A/E 1.47 10 placed 

59% 

 

Their results with runners sent off at odds 9/1 & under are: 

 

 
 

Looking at the class of the race: 

 

 
 

Summary: 
The main profitable angles with newly gelded horses seem to lay with following certain trainers, 

under the right conditions. 

 

As ever with these methods, the above figures are based on historical data and whilst history has 

a good habit of repeating itself, it often doesn’t. 

 

Until next month. 
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The Flat Season Draws to a Close 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are about to enter the final few weeks of the 2018 flat season. Maybe 

it’s been the lovely summer but it doesn’t seem that long since I was talking about the upcoming 

flat season. 

 

By the time you read this. The winter jumps season will be almost with us. Indeed, 

Cheltenham’s first meeting of the 2018/2019 jumps season begins at the end of October. 

 

The flat season is starting to wind down now although there is still some top-class horse racing 

for us to look forward too. Over the English Channel we have the Arc at Longchamp. 

 

At Newmarket we have the Dubai £500,000 Cesarewitch Heritage Handicap, the second leg of 

the historic Autumn Double, after the Cambridgeshire. The race is part of the Dubai Future 

Champions Festival on Saturday 13th October. 

 

The following week we have the spectacular Champions Day at Ascot. 

 

The month ends with Britain’s final Group 1 of the season the Racing Post Trophy at Doncaster 

and on the same Saturday we have the second day of Cheltenham’s Showcase Meeting. 

 

Bumper Acorns 
As winter isn’t far away this month I am going to look at the jump’s scene and in particular 

National Hunt Flat (NHF) or bumper races. 

 



Last December, I did a general article on National Hunt Flat races for On Course Profits 

Magazine. Highlighting some profitable angles that can be exploited in the sphere. 

 

I won’t be going over any old ground in this piece but these races are often overlooked by 

punters and are usually the starting point for future National Hunt champions. 

 

Now is a good time to revisit the topic by specifically researching those trainers who have their 

bumper runners ready to win in the late autumn months of October & November. 

 

As ever the excellent www.horseracebase.com with its mine of detailed information and stats is 

the starting point for this month’s investigation. 

 

To get a decent sample size and also to keep the stats as relevant as possible, I have 

concentrated on trainers who have had at least 20 runners during the period under research and 

also taken into consideration only the results from 2014. 

 

Here is what I found during my research. 

 

The top six trainers in terms of winners are. 

 

 
 

The top trainer, during October/November, numerically is Gordon Elliott and it’s with him that 

I will start. 

 

Gordon Elliott 
A great win strike rate and a profit to both industry SP & Betfair SP (BFSP) is as good start and 

his runners are providing a bit of value too.  

 

As the A/E figure shows they are outperforming market expectations by 18% and providing 

20% ROI. As ever, by digging beyond the headline figure we can find some even more 

profitable angles. Let’s begin by looking at number of runs. 

 

Career Runs 

 
 



He has a good percentage of first-time out winners but I will concentrate on those bumper 

runners that had 0 to 2 career runs. 

 

 
 

Age 

Those aged 4 or 5 have produced the following: 

 

 
 

Tracks 

Most trainers have their favourite tracks where they like to introduce their young bumper horses 

and Elliott is no exception. The following tracks are most profitable. Ayr, Carlisle, Clonmel, 

Cork, Down Royal, Navan, Roscommon, Thurles and Tipperary and they have provided the 

following set of results. 

 

 
 

The Exp/Wins column indicates a decent sample size and these runners are performing 80% 

above market expectations. 

 

 
 

Granted there won’t be many qualifiers but it should provide a solid profit as it has done for the 

last four years. 

 

System: Back Gordon Elliott NHF runners in October & November, aged 4 or 5, that have 

had 0 to 2 career runs and are running at, Ayr, Carlisle, Clonmel, Cork, Down Royal, 

Navan, Roscommon, Thurles and Tipperary. 

 

Warren Greatrex 
Our second trainer is English based trainer Warren Greatrex who has a reputation for placing his 

bumpers horses well. He’s third on the winner's table. 

 

 
 

A good win strike rate of 29% and a good basis for further research. 



Career Runs 

 

 
 

Looking at the number of career runs. Horses making their racecourse debut are worthy of note. 

 

Class 

All six of his winners, making their racecourse debut, ran in Class 6 NHF races. 

 

 
 

Once again not many qualifiers during the season but a tidy micro-angle to add to the portfolio 

for the month. Interestingly a profit of +28.76 was obtained by backing each runner each-way. 

 

System: Back Warren Greatrex, NHF runners, in October & November making their 

debut under rules and running in Class 6 races. 

 

Fergal O’Brien 
Trainer number five on the winner's table is also based in Britain and it’s Fergal O’Brien. 

 

 
 

Eleven of those 12 wins have come on the last two seasons, just 1 win from 16 runners in 2014 

& 2015. 

 

Career Runs 

 

 
 

Looking at those stats it would be tempting just to concentrate on his runners making their 

debut. But let’s see if any other angles emerge. 

 

Jockey 

Paddy Brennan is the “go to” jockey for the trainer when it comes to NHF runners. 

 

 
 

 



I am not sure that sort of profit will hold up this year after the duo’s success in the past 2-years 

but a 36%-win strike rate suggests not much damage will be done to the betting bank. 

 

System: Back Fergal O’Brien NHF runners, in October & November, ridden by Paddy 

Brennan. 

 

Philip Hobbs 
Philip Hobbs is at number six in the winner table. 

 

 
 

The trainer had a poor jumps season in 2017/18 but at least the form of his NHF runners held up 

reasonably well. 

 

 
 

As you can see from those results his NHF runners in October/November 2016 performed 

dreadfully. 

 

Odds SP: 9/1 & under 

 

The market has been a good guide to his runners with all 11 winners starting at odds 9/1 & 

under. 

 

 
 

Backing such runners each-way was also profitable +22.42. 

 

With those in the first three in the betting providing: 

 

 
 

Jockey 

Using the above filters and adding in jockey Richard Johnson produced the following results: 

 

 
 

 



A +29.98 profit was made back all runners each-way. Not many qualifiers but a solid micro 

angle to add to the portfolio. 

 

System: Back Philip Hobbs NHF runners in October/November, in the top three in the 

betting and ridden by Richard Johnston. 

 

Niche Trainers 
Going even more niche. Here are some trainers who have excellent records with NHF runners 

under certain conditions. 

 

Jessica Harrington – (Career runs 0) – 4 winners from 9 runners 44% +38 A/E 3.31 5 

placed 56%. 

 

Jessie Harrington can get here NHF runners to win on their racecourse debut. 

 

System: Back Jessica Harrington NHF runners in October & November, making their 

racecourse debut. 

 

Gordon Elliott (Soft, Soft to Heavy and Heavy ground) – 16 winners from 31 runners 52% 

+36.94 A/E 1.62 22 placed 71% 

 

When the going gets tough the Gordon Elliott runners seem to get going. His record on testing 

going is excellent. 

 

Some of these qualifiers will also be in the main Elliott micro angle highlighted earlier. 

 

System: Back Gordon Elliott NHF runners in October & November on soft, soft to heavy 

or heavy going. 

 

Like many of these methods. The above figures are based on historical data and whilst history 

has a good habit of repeating itself, it often doesn’t. 

 

It is important to remember that these bets are purely for the months of October and December 

and as such there may be too many or indeed too few qualifiers for you, depending on your 

betting strategies. 

 

Until next month. 

 

If you would like all the selections from all the highlighted systems in this months magazine 

emailed to you daily you can sign up for that here - Click Here 
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Europa League Preview 

The Europa League specialist and the Italian side full of goals. 
Last time out I sang the praises of Liverpool as a great bet to win the Champions League and 

after careful consideration and research, I’m forced to be tipping another English team to go all 

the way in the Europa League. I say forced because as ever, this business is purely about price 

and value. 

 

But it’s not the favourites Chelsea who I want to be on. I can see why they’ve been priced up as 

the 7.0 jollies. Despite playing under a new manager, they’ve made a super start to their Premier 

League campaign in the league with five wins from five games. 

 

And it’s not unreasonable to suggest that a squad that has been a perennial Champions League 

quarter-finalist over the past few seasons may just be a little bit too good for Europe’s 

secondary competition. They certainly are in terms of their squad. In Azpilicueta, Alonso, 

Kante, Hazard, Willian and Giroud you have at least half a team of players who shouldn’t really 

be turning out in this competition, no disrespect to the Europa League. 

 

But there are two factors that make me think they’re not a good price. The first is that I’m not 

sure how fussed they actually are about trying to win the competition. These days the big appeal 

of the Europa League is that you get to qualify for next season’s Champions League.  

 

In Jose Mourinho’s first season at Man Utd, he made it a priority and by winning it not only 

delivered a trophy but got his side in next season’s Champions League by virtue of it because 

they didn’t finish high enough in the league. 

 



But are we meant to believe that Maurizio Sarri thinks he needs to win the Europa League in 

order to be in next year’s CL? After the way they’ve started in terms of results and how they’ve 

gelled as a team, he’d be pretty disappointed to not finish Top 3. Heck, he may even fancy 

winning the Premier League. 

 

But Sarri himself is part of the problem. In over 20 years as a manager, he’s won 

precisely…nothing. Now, if this is the season that’s all going to change then good on him but I 

can’t have them at that sort of price. 

But if there’s one manager who knows a thing or two (in this case, three) about winning the 

Europa League it’s Unai Emery. Yes, ok Zinedine Zidane miraculously won three Champions 

Leagues in a row to better Emery’s record of doing so with Sevilla because it’s a harder 

competition. But I very much doubt either of those records will be beaten anytime soon. 

 

Maybe he can’t take the step up and contend for the Champions League; he didn’t come close 

with PSG. But then again, we’re not talking about the Champions League. He’s obviously got a 

knack for setting his side up to win a Cup where the quality is of a slightly lower level and 

there’s absolutely nothing wrong with that. 

 

Arsenal actually came pretty close to going all the way last season, losing to eventual winners 

Atletico Madrid by the single goal in a close semi-final. Similar to my rationale with Liverpool, 

I think it’s easier to improve on a good performance from the previous season than to come into 

this competition ‘cold’ or without recent success in it. 

 

And they’ve certainly got the squad to do it. Sokratis Papastathopoulos may just be the no-

nonsense centre-back they’ve been crying out for and once Laurent Koscielny is back, that’s a 

strong partnership right there and then. There are plenty of options in attacking midfield areas 

with any of Ramsey, Ozil, Mkhitaryan and Aubemayang all class players. The latter can be used 

either wide or upfront depending on the circumstances and will be a much better player for them 

now that he had pre-season under his belt and is now used to his surroundings. 

 

Their main problem may be their defensive midfielder but Xhaka is certainly good enough on 

his day and new signing Lucas Torreira has been performing that role in Serie A for three years 

before his move so he could be the one to shield the back four. This is definitely a squad that’s 

probably on a different level to most other sides they’ll be up against. 

 

And it may just be cup specialist Emery who can turn them from a pretty-football-playing team 

under Arsene Wenger to one who can actually win silverware. Given they probably won’t fancy 

their chances of a Top 4 finish in the league (they’re 2/1 for it) as a way of getting to next 

season’s Champions League, he may just make this his priority. 

 

The other ones worth a look are Lazio. They absolutely bottled it in the quarter-finals last time 

out. 4-2 up from the first leg and remarkably 1-0 up in the second, they somehow managed to 

concede four in 20 minutes to go out. And whereas that certainly doesn’t bode well to an extent, 

you can also look at it as them just having a horror spell in one game.  

 

They showed they have the ability by having one step in the semis and they’ll surely learn from 

that. 

 



The nice thing about Lazio is that they’re full of goals. They scored five in the quarters (and still 

lost as we’ve just seen), four in the last 16 round in beating Dynamo Kiev, five in the last 32 

round and 12 in six games in winning Group K. So it’s pretty basic maths to work out that they 

averaged over two goals a game in the Europa League last year. That’s not to be sniffed at. Do 

you want further proof of their goalscoring abilities? Sure.  

 

Despite finishing just fifth in Serie A last season they were the division’s top scorers with 89. 

That was over 20 goals more than the two sides who finished just above them (Inter 66, Roma 

61) and three more than champions Juventus, despite finishing 23 points behind them. 

 

Clearly, their defence isn’t up to the same standard but that ability to always score goals may be 

invaluable in a competition like the Europa League. 

 

Their squad is a real motley crew of players. It features players from Italy, Portugal, Belgium, 

Spain, Uruguay, Angola, Ecuador, Argentina, Serbia, Kosovo (!), Montenegro, Croatia and 

Lithuania and they’re captained by a Bosnian. But somehow manager Simone Inzaghi makes it 

work. And in star man Sergei Milinkovic-Savic they have arguably the most sought-after 

midfielder in Europe. 

 

They’re certainly worth a punt as a back-to-lay on Betfair or as an each-way bet. 

 

Recommended Bets 

Back Arsenal to win the Europa League @ 10.0 with Skybet. 

 

Back-to-lay Lazio @ 32.0 on Betfair/ Back Lazio each-way @ 34.0 with Bet365. 

 

Serie A Top goal scorer 

Swerve Ronaldo and back these two 

Over in Italy, there are good reasons to think that Cristiano Ronaldo to end as the league’s top 

scorer isn’t the done deal many think it is. Or that the prices suggest it is. 

 

But let’s start by trying to work out why he is odds-on at 1.57 with Bet365. Obvious starting 

point: he’s Cristiano Ronaldo and in nine seasons at Real Madrid, he scored 311 goals in 292 

games. Given most strikers do well to score a goal every other game, it’s remarkable that he’s 

gone at better than a goal a game over such a long period. That went with his 84 goals at Man 

Utd and he’s the highest scorer in the history of European football at international level. We 

could go on but there’s no real point because… you get the point. 

 

And he’s been brought in to play as a proper centre-forward here. Bar the odd game at Real and 

for Portugal, that’s pretty new to him for that to be his default position. Theoretically being in a 

more central role will mean he’ll find himself in even more scoring positions than when he 

started wide on the left. And if the chances from open play don’t come, then they surely will 

from the penalty spot and from free-kicks from around the box. 

 

He’s also playing for the team who has won the last seven editions of Serie A. So yeah, he’s 

certainly got a few things going for him! 



But that’s not the point. Is he a deserved favourite? Yes. But he shouldn’t be that price. And 

there are plenty of arguments to say he really shouldn’t be: 

 

1) At 33 it’s a bit much to expect him to keep on going for season-after-season. He’s in a 

freakishly good shape of course but no-one is super-human. 

 

2) New team, new league, a new style of football. Again, it’s a bit too much to ask even of 

Ronaldo to have a seamless transition into a new side without a few teething problems. 

 

3) Juventus have not been the top-scorers in the division in any of the last three seasons despite 

winning the title. Other teams are scoring more goals than them and that creates a chance for 

someone else’s main striker to out-score him. 

 

4) Here’s a good one. You need to go back to 2007-8 for the last time the Capocannoniere 

(leading goalscorer) played for Juventus. That season, Del Piero scored 21 goals to walk away 

with the title but for the next ten seasons, it wasn’t won by a Juventus player. 

 

5) But aside from these statistical quirks, there’s a major practical reason why he’s worth 

avoiding at that price. He’ll probably play just about every other match between now and say 

February and he’ll obviously rack up a few goals in that period. That’s inevitable. But it’s worth 

remembering why Juve bought him in the first place. 

 

They’re obsessed with winning the Champions League and for my money, they’ll make the 

semis at the very least. Their squad is good enough, their manager is good enough, they have 

the experience. 

 

And I’d be amazed if, at the business end, they don’t end up leaving Ronaldo out of the starting 

line-up both before a big European game and…after it, as well. So that could be as many as six 

or seven games come February that he won’t start. And even if it doesn’t quite end up like that, 

it’s hard to see the likes of Roma, Inter, Milan and Lazio still in Europe by that stage so, at the 

very least, their strikers will be a lot fresher. 

 

Ronaldo finally broke his duck on Sunday, September 16 by scoring two against Sassuolo but 

the fact it took him till his fourth game to find the net is a sign that it may take some time for 

him to adjust to life at Juve. 

 

So if not, Ronaldo, then who? 

 

Second-favourite Mauro Icardi looks a bet. He shared the award with 29 goals last season with 

Lazio’s Ciro Immobile and has now broken the 20-goal barrier in three of his last four seasons 

at Inter. You generally need somewhere around 22-29 goals to win the award so if his 

goalscoring record this season goes to form, he’ll have every chance. The fact that he’s on 

penalty and free-kick duty obviously helps. As does his average number of starts a season.  

 

Over the past four years, he’s averaged 34 starts a season from a possible 38. He’s yet to score 

this season but his record suggests that will change very soon. 

 

 



The other player worth backing is one well-known to us Premier League fans. Edin Dzeko is 

nothing if not a pure goal scorer. When looking to back a top goal scorer that’s obviously not a 

bad thing. And by that I mean, scoring goals is pretty much all he does so he gets to conserve 

energy rather than being involved in other aspects of the game. Last season he ‘only’ got 16 

goals, partly a result of Roma’s remarkable run to the Champions League semi-finals. I can’t 

see a run in Europe like that from them happening again. The season before that he got 29 goals 

and if he can replicate that, he’ll probably win it. He’s currently on one goal. 

 

Recommended Bets 

Back Mauro Icardi @ 8.0 with Bet365 

 

Back Edin Dzeko @ 15.0 with Bet365 

 

You can read more from Jamie Pacheco including strategies for football and cricket betting, 

thorough and honest bookmaker reviews plus the odd tip at https://www.bettingmaestro.com/. 
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Product Reviews 
 

 
Cost: £25.00 for the first month and then £40.00 per month thereafter. 

 

The Trial: We have been following this one for a little while and so far from 72 selections we 

have landed 10 winners, but with 2 advised at 20/1 and 3 at 10/1, even allowing for Rule 4 

deductions we are sitting with a profit of over 88 points to 1 point level stakes! 

 

Conclusion: There is no doubt this service is finding good value priced selections and it is 

definitely showing promise. Find out more here. 
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Cost: £14.95 per month 

 

The Trial: Our final month has shown a small loss of just less than 2.50 points to the advised 

prices and 3.00 points at the achieved prices with 8 winners and 8 placers from 41 selections. 

 

Our final position after our three month trial is 9.15 points profit to the advised prices. 

 

Conclusion: Not really much to write home about, but as the saying goes a profit is a profit. 

Find out more here. 

 

 
Cost: £17.50 for first month £35.00 per month thereafter / £85.00 for 3 months. 

 

The Trial: This service is a bit of a strange one…it almost feels that it is being run by two 

different people. 

 

Our first month all of the suggested bets were 2 points win or 1 point each way, and we received 

just 27 selections from which 4 were winners. 

 

In our latest month, we received 59 selections with 14 winners but halfway through our advices 

were advised with suggested half stakes? 

 

Even with these changes in staking the service showed a profit of almost 40 points. 

 

Our overall position to date is a strike rate of 21% and a profit of 28 points based on advised 

prices, 19 points to the prices we managed to obtain. 

 

Conclusion: Doing okay, let’s hope that there is more to follow. You can find out more here. 

 

http://www.oncourseprofits.com/ocpgenius
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Cost: First 30 days tips £5.00 

 

The Trial: Proof that tipping is a more difficult game than many expect. This service sadly is 

no more. 

 

Conclusion: Anyone else out there thinks they can take up the mantle of a Tipster? Good Luck! 

 

 

 
 

Cost: £100.00 

 

The Trial: Each week Tom attempts to make each of his subscribers £100 by laying horses with 

a starting bank of £200.00. 

 

Our first week with Tom involved betting every day with a total of 19 lays with backer’s stakes 

of £10 or £20.  

This resulted in 5 of them being unsuccessful at Betfair odds between 3.4 and 4.7, an average of 

3.9 which, after 5% commissions, resulted in a loss of £45.00. 

 

Conclusion: Early days. Find out more here. 

 

 

http://b15e23rrtyndw34algy8t35rew.hop.clickbank.net/
http://b15e23rrtyndw34algy8t35rew.hop.clickbank.net/


 

Cost: £9.99 per month 

 

The Trial: Two non bet days in our latest month left us with 81 each way bets during the month 

at advised odds of between evens and 5/1. We achieved a good win strike rate of 33.33% with 

an additional 30 selections being placed. 

 

With a 1 point each way staking the profit for the month was a shade over 12.70 points. 

 

Conclusion: Still worth an investment based on our current findings. You can find out more 

here. 

 

 
Cost: Currently closed to new members. 

 

The Trial: Craig, the guy behind The Cash Builder Method tips English football teams to win 

or draw their match for “Double Chance” Bets and he will also suggest Draw No Bet. 

 

His claim is that following his methods you will make 10 times your starting bank by the end of 

the season, and if you don’t….he’ll refund your £79.00 subscription fee! 

 

Currently, we have made a profit of £21.50 based on £10.00 staking. 

 

Conclusion: Early days. Where will we be at the end of the season? Read more about The Cash 

Builder Method here. 

 

https://www.horse4course-racetips.com/each-way-double.html
http://www.cashbuildermethod.com/
https://www.horse4course-racetips.com/each-way-double.html
http://www.cashbuildermethod.com/


 
Cost: £40.00 per month / £100.00 per quarter / £350.00 annually. 

 

The Trial: We received an extension to this trial from Betting Gods, thanks guys, to see if it 

could turn things around and return to making a profit. The early part of the final month found 4 

good price winners from 56 selections and returned a profit of over 40 points on the day, but 

sadly this was not to continue. 

 

The month saw over 1600 selections (an average of 51 bets per day… gulp) which overall left 

us with a further loss of almost 58 points based on level stakes. 

 

Conclusion: A healthy betting bank is needed for this one so unlikely to suit many. You can 

find out more here. 
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Tipster Top Ten 
Our Tipster Table results are based on Advised Stakes and use Best Odds Guaranteed for the 

last 90 days at the time of writing. 

 

Carl Nicholson's Racing Diary – SR 23% ROI 97% 

Continuing at the top of the table and absolutely flying is The Racing Diary with winners such 

as Pivoine 6/1, Dragon Mountain 6/1 and Archi´s Affaire 11/2. In addition, the add-on services 

of Stable Whispers and the TV Specials have all offered a nice 30% return on investment this 

latest quarter. 

 

There is a special discount offer on Carl Nicholson's Racing Diary for On Course Profits 

readers - Click Here for that 

 

Value Wins – SR 21% ROI 53% 

Another service which has built on last month’s success is Value Wins. August turned out 

sticky but September has produced over 90 points profit with winners such as Buckman Tavern 

6/1, Valentine Sunrise 7/1 and Rose Tinted Spirit 33/1! Admittedly the 33/1 shot has aided the 

profit figures but they have also been a steady flurry of healthy single priced winners to boot. 

Find out more about the service 

 

Horse Naps – SR 26% ROI 68% 

Horse Naps is a relatively new service from the Tipstrr stable. A flying first month saw 40 

points profit with August topping up that early success. The latest month has been a little quieter 

with winners such as Firby 15/2. 

Find out more about the service 

 

https://www.valuebacking.com/cnrd-ocp-discount/
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/2/view/205
https://tipstrr.com/tipster/horse-naps/?ref-a=bluedel


Thunderstrike – SR 39% ROI 37% 

Thunderstrike is still in the table this month but it has to be said this is on the back of previous 

success as since July there seems to have been a significant downturn in the results. Why this is 

we are unsure but, we are confident that they will return to form. 

Find out more about the service 

 

L7N – SR 2% ROI 47% 

And still, they are with us, Lucky 7 Naps continues to maintain a place in Tipster Table albeit 

recent results have been quieter than those we have seen in the past. Recent winners have pretty 

much been in the price realm of single figures and so it may be that they are nursing their 

previous big priced wins. 

Find out more about the service 

 

Loves Racing - SR 26% ROI 36% 

Loves Racing has been producing steady profits and if you had been following the selections 

provided by the service for the racing Festivals you would be very happy. 

Find out more about the service 

 

Two Percent Club – SR18% ROI 24% 

It has been a little up and down for this service with a losing month of 22 points more than 

compensated by the following month being a winner to the tune of 100 points + and at the time 

of writing the latest month is on target for a similarly positive end. 

Find out more about the service 

 

Winning Way – SR 32% ROI 33% 

Profits are steady and regular from this service and it operates simply on one single bet a day 

which may suit those of us who are uncomfortable with the volatility of some services. 

Find out more about the service 

 

Value Racing Tips – SR 23% ROI 34% 

This services tips vary in price up to 80/1 so you have to accept a little up and down in the 

results, but the fact that the service price range is so wide down to 9/4 there are a steady drip of 

winners to keep you feeling comfortable while you wait patiently for a larger priced winner to 

hit the frame. Generally, though you are looking at 9/4 – 10/1 prices. 

Find out more about the service 

 

On The Nod – SR 29% ROI 26% 

On The Nod is a new one to our Tipster Table and like many has had a couple of months which 

have been a little slow on the profit front, though by no means detrimental. They do find 20/1+ 

winners and with a 5 point staking if landed these bring home the profits in bulk. 

Find out more about the service 
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Tipster Profile - BetTwo 
This month’s Tipster Profile is with Ian and he is the man behind the Bet Two service which is 

part of the BetFan stable. 

 

Born in Birkdale, near Stourport, where the infamous Red Rum was trained, Ian was introduced 

to racing at the age of 12 when his father introduced him to the horse racing and betting game. 

As a lad he was fascinated by the old fashioned betting tickets the bookmakers used to hand out 

when they took a bet, and from there he has now amassed more than 30 years of knowledge 

while watching the racing and the bookies. 

 

So, why horse racing? Why not betting on other sports? 

 

In Ian’s own words, “The benefit of betting on horse racing is that there is always another day 

or race so plenty of opportunities to get on a decent run of winners”, although he actually 

prefers backing a large priced winner in a golf tournament. :) 

 

He puts his success down to his selective approach. He isn’t trying to find a winner in every 

race on the card, but he wants to pinpoint those horses which tick his boxes in terms of form and 

race conditions. 

 

In the early days like many of us, he made mistakes, but he says his main mistake was betting 

on those big field handicap races. “These races are sponsored by the bookmakers for a reason,” 

says Ian. He has also fallen foul to analysing too many races each day and admits to being guilty 

of having been non selective with his bets. 

 



His main angles are Non Handicaps and Handicap races with 8-12 runners. In the Handicaps, 

weight allocations should mean in theory that every horse has an equal chance of winning its 

race and as such, the place terms make these relatively small field Handicaps a lucrative betting 

proposition. 

 

His strategy has been fine tuned over time and Ian openly admits that he doesn’t have to invest 

masses of hours in identifying the qualifying selections. Nor does he feel that you need to be 

exceptionally talented to make a living at this gambling game but there are two traits you must 

learn and adhere to, discipline, and money management. 

 

The service offers up 2 tips per day which will in the main be win bets with the odd each way 

from time to time through Monday to Saturday. Sundays are a day off :) 

 

And if you can achieve a good strike rate, be consistent with your selections and staking and 

keep to these principles by ensuring that you are not swayed by good or bad runs you should be 

in a good position to make a success of your betting. Ian’s success has been proven over a 3 

month period (you can see his results here). 

 

We asked Ian that all important question, why are you selling your racing tips if you can make 

money betting on them yourself? We admire his honest and frank answer… 

 

“To make more money and spread the risk (obvious answer but might not be politically 

correct)”. 

 

 

You can get a 14 day trial of BetTwo for just £1.00 by clicking here. 
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Get your 14 day trial of BetTwo for just £1.00 TODAY! 
 

 
 

Offer expires 7th October 2018 

http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/discount/1203/ygejazuq
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/discount/1203/ygejazuq

