
 

 

 



 

Editor's Welcome 

Welcome to issue 54 of On Course Profits, it seems like only yesterday that Issue 1 was 

published. 

 

If you have the selections from our systems mailed out to you each day please read the 

update below on the improvements we've made to this service. 

 

This month Dr Nick Hardman takes the hint from a very successful punting associate 

and looks at the trainers who do well in May. 

 

John Burke has a look at Pontefract racecourse, tells us a bit of the history and shares 

some pointers to help us win at Ponty. 

 

He also reviews how the 10 year trends faired with The Lincoln Handicap ( they found 

the winner) and also has the 10 year trends for the Chester Cup and the Victoria Cup. 

 

And in his Acorns column he looks at the sires that have a preference for particular 

racecourses and digs out some potential future profit for us there. 

 

Elsewhere we have an interview with Jeremiah Catskill, including an offer to try his 

service for free and James Pacheco updates us on his Cricket World Cup bets. 

 

 



System Selections  

 

We have made some improvements for those readers that subscribe for the selections 

from the systems that we publish. 

 

Because some of the systems have price restrictions and because prices can move 

considerably between the early morning when we mail them out and the off time. 

 

We are now sending out all selections for systems that have a price restriction and 

including a note detailing what the restriction is, so followers can make the final 

selection at the off time. 

 

This means we will never miss a selection because of late support. 

 

From feedback we know that a lot, maybe most, members only follow a subset of the 

systems, maybe only those with the biggest ROI's or only those from Nick or from John. 

 

So we are now also including a name and a number with each system and starting this 

month you will see that each system in the magazine, marked in red, also has a number. 

 

This means members who receive the alerts can quickly see whether their preferred 

systems have a runner from the email each day. The Selections are sent in system 

number order for quick reference. 

 

If you don't have the systems selections sent to you and would like them you can sign 

up here  

 

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/selections-found-for-you/  

 

Of course, if you prefer to find your own selections you can follow along by checking 

the systems in red that we have published this month and over the last few months. 

 

All the best 

 

Darren Power 

 

PS: If you've picked up this issue from a friend and would like to subscribe for free 

Click Here. 

  

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/selections-found-for-you/
https://www.oncourseprofits.com/sub4free
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May Trainers to Follow on the Flat 

Plenty is written about which trainers are quick out of the blocks with their strings fit 

and ready to rumble in the early part of the flat and national hunt seasons. Richard 

Fahey and Nigel Twiston-Davies are two such trainers and they can still be exploited to 

make a profit, albeit that the bookies are cramping the value year on year.  

 

Similarly, but less popular, are trainers that finish the season well.  

 

This can be a good angle on the flat as most of the Classics and the big blue riband 

meetings will have been and gone and the big guns will have been put away for a winter 

break. However, whilst concentrating on those months that bookend a season can be 

profitable, there is plenty of mileage in month-specific betting. The reason for this is 

that trainers will target specific meetings that take place in the same months every year, 

or they may be slower to bring their string to hand with their runners needing two or 

three races to get to race fit.  

 

Whatever the reason, I know a few people who back certain trainers’ runners in certain 

months and they do so with quite a bit of success.  

 

With that in mind I am going to take a look at which trainers historically do well in 

May, about 4 to 5 weeks into the flat season. As always, I will be using Horse Race 

Base and searching a huge database of race results from the month of May to see who, 

and under what specific conditions, we should be following in May.  

https://www.horseracebase.com/
https://www.horseracebase.com/


The plan is to dig quite deep and hopefully come up with a fair number of specific 

angles that, when pooled together, should see plenty of action, and hopefully plenty of 

winners in the month of May for the season that is upon us. 

Sir Michael Stoute 

This man needs no introduction and he is also a trainer that does well in the month of 

May, more than in the early part of the flat season in April.  

 

His record since 2012 reads a very healthy 88 winners from 406 runners at a strike rate 

of 22%. Unfortunately, the bookies usually dive for cover whatever he runs and backing 

all those runners would have seen a very small loss, even at Betfair SP. 

 

My job is to weed out those losers and see if there are is a specific type of horse, or a 

specific type of race where we can make a profit from the Sir Michael Stoute runners in 

May.  

 

The first thing we find is that 57 of the 88 winners had already raced either once or 

twice that season.  

 

Those making their seasonal debut in May produced 31 winners, but they did so at a 

strike rate of 17%.  

In comparison, those with one or two runs under their belts have a strike rate of 26%, 

and they are the ones that realise a profit (albeit very small).  

 

Concentrating on those 57 winners who had raced in the current season, there are a 

couple of potential angles.  

 

The first is race distance. 38 winners have come over distances of 1m 2f or further at a 

highly respectable strike rate of 27% and now we see a decent profit of £31.19 at Betfair 

SP and an ROI of greater than 20%. 

 



 

The other angle is to concentrate solely on those runners at York and Goodwood.  

 

They have a combined record of 12-39 (31% strike rate) and generate a profit of £20.13 

at Betfair SP. These will be the same races at the same meetings that he targets in May 

and this time the ROI is above 50%. 

 

Combining the two angles, gives us 9-27 (33% strike rate) and a profit of £23.04 at 

Betfair SP at an ROI of 85%. 

 

System 28: Sir Michael Stoute runners at Goodwood and York, racing over 1m 2f or 

further having their second or third start of the season in May. 

William Haggas 

William Haggas is one of my favourite trainers around and I have done well over the 

years by following his runners at specific festivals (the York ones in particular) and he 

makes it on to our list of trainers to follow in May.  

 

Since 2012 he has saddled no fewer than 86 May winners from 398 runners at a strike 

rate of 22% and those runners return a profit of £18.83 at Betfair SP.  



All 86 winners were aged 2yo to 4yo.  

 

He has sent out a few older runners in May, but these have a combined record of 0-21 

so we can strike a line through these.  

 

Winners come in all race classes from Class 1 at the highest level all the way down to 

Class 6 in the basement.  

However, whilst he gets plenty of winners at Class 5 and below, they more or less break 

even and if we concentrate on Class 1 to class 4 races, we maintain the overall profit, 

but increase the ROI. 

So, we are looking at Haggas runners aged 2yo to 4yo in class 1 to class 4 events in 

May.  

 

We now have the following set of results: 

 

 

 

That in itself is a decent set of results, but as always, we must try and improve on them 

by digging a little deeper.  

 

One simple angle is to back his 2yo runners in Class 1 to Class 4 races in May.  

 

They have a record of 10-35 (29% strike rate) and return a profit of £16.89 at Betfair SP 

and an ROI of 48%.  

 

Another angle, which will produce a fair number of qualifiers is to back his 2yo to 4yo 

runners in class 1 to class 4 races over 5f to 7f.  

That angle generates 25 winners from 103 runners and a profit of £32.06 at Betfair SP 

and an ROI of 31%.  

 

That will give you more action than just backing the 2yo runners, but it will include that 

subset seeing as most 2yo races are over these trips. 

 



 

System 37: William Haggas 2yo runners in Class 1 to Class 4 races in May. 

 

System 38: William Haggas 2yo to 4yo runners in Class 1 to Class 4 races over 5f to 7f 

in May. 

Ralph Beckett 

Our first two trainers will have most of their qualifiers running in non-handicap races 

and I am a much bigger fan of handicaps from a betting perspective. They tend to have 

bigger fields and by their very nature are more competitive and offer a great deal more 

value.  

Unearthing one that is well handicapped is a puzzle that most of us tipsters are addicted 

to solving. With that in mind, we switch our attention to a trainer that does well in 

handicap races in May, and that trainer is Ralph Beckett.  

 

All the handicap winners since 2012 in the month of May have been aged between 3yo 

and 5yo and that is a good place to start. 

 



That gives us 35 winners at a nice strike rate of 21.6%, a profit of £98.69 at exchange 

starting prices and a healthy ROI just over 60%.  

 

On looking closer there is lots to like about these results.  

 

First of all, winners and profits have come from Class 2 races all the way down to Class 

6 (no Class 1 runners since 2012) so it does not matter what grade of race we are 

looking at.  

 

Second, the same comments apply to the age restrictions with a healthy split of profit 

and winners in 3yo+, 4yo+ and 3yo only handicaps.  

 

Most of the winners are 3yo’s but the 4yo and 5yo runners also chip in with a fair few 

winners themselves and most definitely add to the bottom-line profits.  

 

There is also a near even split between the boys and the girls with the colts and 

geldings, fillies and mares equally profitable.  

 

Field size also seems largely irrelevant in terms of where the winners can be found. 

 

If there is one angle to produce slightly better results, it is race distance.  

 

24 of the 31 winners were racing from 5f to 1m 2f. Those racing over further than 1m 2f 

produced 11 winners but at a slightly reduced strike rate and a poorer return.  

 

Factoring in race distance we are left with the following set of results: 

 

The ROI is now a fantastic 89% and the P/L has largely remained the same. It’s a pretty 

simple angle, but a profitable one nonetheless. 

 



System 68: Ralph Beckett runners aged 3yo to 5yo in 5f to 1m 2f handicaps in May. 

Ger Lyons 

We head over to Ireland next and one trainer that has been making a name for himself in 

the last few years, Ger Lyons.  

 

52 winners from 304 May runners since 2012 sees a strike rate on the low side at 17% 

compared to the other trainers we have covered so far.  

 

However, those results can be marked up when you consider his May runners were 2-23 

in 2012 and 2-35 in 2013.  

 

Since then he has achieved a strike rate of at least 16% each season in May compared to 

those two poor years (9% and 6% strike rates respectively).  

 

Concentrating on 2014 onwards, his strike rate is just shy of 20%. 

 

All the winners were aged 2yo to 7yo.  

 

He has saddled a few oldies but none of them have hit the back of the net.  

 

We have winners in both handicaps and non-handicaps, but the best angle is to 

concentrate on those ridden by Colin Keane and Gary Carroll who have combined for 

47 of those 48 winners.  

 

In doing so, we now have a strike rate in excess of 20% and a profit of £99.52 at Betfair 

SP.  

 

Next, we need to concentrate on Irish racecourses only.  

 

He has sent a few over the water to some of the May festivals but without any joy, or 

just 1 winner to be precise.  

 

That leaves us looking at the following results since 2014 for Ger Lyons runners aged 

7yo or younger, ridden by Colin Keane or Gary Carroll and racing in Ireland: 

 

That is a solid set of numbers and winners have come across all age groups and in 

handicaps and non-handicaps and across a variety of race distances.  



However, there is one micro angle lurking in there and that is those making their 

seasonal debut.  

 

These runners are 17-64 and, quite astonishingly, are responsible for all the profit: 

 

 

System 49: Ger Lyons runners at Irish racecourses, making their seasonal debut in May, 

ridden by Colin Keane or Gary Carroll and aged 2yo to 7yo. 

 

Richard Hannon Jr 

One of the toughest jobs as a tipster is trying to make a profit from those trainers with 

an enormous string of horses who seem to run about 500 every week. The likes of 

Richard Fahey, Mark Johnston and Richard Hannon Jr spring to mind.  

 

They get a shed load of winners every season, but they throw so many darts at the board 

it is often impossible to predict which ones will hit the bullseye. However, I may just 

have found an angle or two for Hannon Jr for his runners in May. 

 

The first thing to note is that his record in handicaps is nothing to write home about so 

we will concentrate on the non-handicap runners in May.  

 

The second thing to note is that sprint trips appear to be the way forward, so races over 

5f to 6.5f. His results in non-handicap sprint trips in May reads: 

 

A nice 20% strike rate and a reasonable profit but a lower ROI than is ideal.  

 

Next, we find that those runners aged 4yo and older are 0-23.  



Next, his runners perform best in small to medium sized fields and 52 of those 69 

winners came in fields of 9 runners or fewer, suggesting excellent placement by this 

trainer.  

 

As we are dealing with non-handicaps, we should look at race conditions and we find 

that his runners are 1-11 in 3yo+ races. So, stick to the 2yo and 3yo only races. 

 

That gives the following results: 

 

Finally, as we are dealing with 2yo and 3yo runners only, we find that the lightly raced 

ones fare best in terms of strike rate and P/L. So, sticking to those with 3 or fewer career 

starts sees the results improve to the following set of figures: 

 

These runners have made a profit every year since Richard Hannon Jr took over the 

licence from Richard Hannon Sr. 

 

System 30: Richard Hannon Jr, runners aged 2yo or 3yo in 2yo and 3yo only races, field 

of 9 runners or less, running over 5f to 6.5f, with 3 or fewer career starts, racing in May. 

John Gosden 

We finish with a look at John Gosden, champion trainer.  

 

The focus here is on middle distance races from 1m 2f to 1m 6f.  

 



Whenever I put together a portfolio of trainers, I like to cover both handicaps and non-

handicaps and a variety of race distances. Not only does this give good coverage but it 

also limits the number of races where selections are running against each other.  

 

Back to Mr Gosden, and his record in middle distance trips in May is: 

 

A decent set of results on their own and these runners did particularly well last season in 

the month of May. However, with a decent sample size of over 250 runners there is 

plenty of room to manoeuvre in terms of trying to squeeze out a bit more profit, 

improving the strike rate and the ROI.  

 

First port of call is to get rid of the handicappers as these have an overall record of 9-55, 

which equates to a strike rate of 16% and backing them all would have returned a loss at 

Betfair SP.  

 

So, not surprisingly we should be looking at the Gosden trained non-handicap runners 

in May and in doing so we immediately improve the strike rate to 25%. 

 

All bar 7 of the winners were aged 3yo or 4yo so we will stick to that age group as they 

have the following record in non-handicaps over middle distances: 

 

Like we saw with Richard Hannon Jr, Gosden runners appear to best in small to 

medium sized fields and 44 of the 49 winners came in fields of 5 to 12 runners, 

improving the overall strike rate and ROI for our qualifiers.  

 

I am inclined to leave it there as the rest of the digging process does not seem to throw 

up any more specific conditions that can significantly improve the results. 

 

One thing to note though are that the qualifiers, based on the specific condition 

highlighted above, underperform in the Newbury Lockinge meeting (1-15) and are best 

backed elsewhere, especially York’s 3 day mid-May meeting where they have a record 

of 10-22.  

 

Without the Lockinge runners, the results are: 

 



 

System 43: John Gosden 3yo and 4yo runners in 1m 2f to 1m 6f non-handicap races, in 

fields of 5 to 12 runners, racing in May. 

 

If you'd like to bet alongside Dr Nick at all the big meetings this year, check out his Big 

Race Tips service which made 692 points profit since January 2016 - Click Here. 
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Pontefract Racecourse 

In last month’s OCP magazine I looked at Aintree racecourse the home of the Grand 

National. This month I’m heading across the Pennines into ‘God’s Own County’ 

Yorkshire to visit Pontefract racecourse. 

 

As before in this series of articles on British racecourses, I will look briefly at the 

track’s location, history, configuration and will also highlight some significant track 

stats. 

History and Location 

The racecourse is in the historic West Yorkshire market town of Pontefract which is 

also famous for its liquorice sweet making industry. 

 

For those racegoers coming by car the racecourse is very easily accessible being located 

about half a mile from Junction 32 of the M62 and with links to the A1, M1 and M18. 

Pontefract which has three railway stations which are well served by trains from Leeds 

& Wakefield and York and Sheffield. Some trains from London also stop there on the 

way to Bradford.  

 

Pontefract Tanshelf railway station is closest to the racecourse being almost opposite 

the entrance to Pontefract Park. Whilst the two other stations are more centrally located 

in the town itself, which is a 2 mile walk from the course. 



Racing in Pontefract can be dated to the Civil War. However, modern day racing close 

to the present site in Pontefract Park first started in the late 18th century and has 

continued to the present day. The course has had plenty of ups and downs in the past 

200 years.  

 

Like many racecourses around the country it was closed during the First World War. 

However, during the Second World War it was one of only a few racecourses in the 

North of England where racing took place. This meant that several famous races were 

held there during the war years, including the Lincoln & November handicaps and in 

1943 the Ebor Handicap was also run at the course. 

 

Up until 1983 the track was a horseshoe of 1 ½ miles but it was then changed into a full 

circuit of 2 miles. The change in the course configuration meant the it was now able to 

stage one of the longest races in the flat calendar at 2m 5 ½ f. 

 

Pontefract would traditionally start its meetings off at 2:45 which was much later than 

other British racecourses. The late start was to enable the local coal miners to get the 

course after their morning shift had finished. 

 

It’s not one of the biggest courses in Yorkshire but it’s friendly one and most of its 

facilities are near each other. 

 

In 2019 Pontefract will host 16 race meetings during the flat season. No Group races are 

run at the track but there are four Listed races with the 1m 4f Pontefract Castle Stakes 

and the Silver Tankard Stakes, 1-mile race for two-year-olds in October, being the 

arguably the tracks biggest races. 

Track Configuration 

Pontefract racecourse is a left-handed undulating course with a sharp bend into the 

home straight. There is a near 3f uphill finish all the way to the winning post. Those 

final three furlongs make the track one which demands plenty of stamina from horses, 

especially when the going gets soft. You can get a feel for the gradients of the track 

from the course map on the Racing Post. 

 

Horses that get going too early in the straight can find their stamina running out in the 

final furlong. On heavy ground you will often see the jockey bring their mounts over to 

the stands rail to find better ground. 

 

One thing that can catch out punters is that the run to the start is downhill all the way 

and often a keen horse can expand too much energy just on the way to the start. 

 

Horses drawn low on the inside of the track tend to be at advantage here.  

https://images.racingpost.com/course_maps/large/pontefract.jpg


For those horses drawn on the outside it can be a big disadvantage for the jockey to 

make their effort out wide coming into the straight especially when the going is on the 

quick side. 

 

All in all, Pontefract provides a real test for a horse and jockey and the ability to see out 

the distance of a race is a necessity. 

Pontefract Stats 

Let’s begin by looking at some general stats including favourite stats at the course since 

2014. 

 

The stats below are from Jan 1st 2015 to the time of writing (10/04/19) and cover all 

meetings at the course. Once again, I am using the ever useful www.horseracebase.com 

for the stats. 

 

Let’s begin by looking at some general meeting stats from the last five years. Beginning 

with the fate of the favourites both clear and joint. 

Bearing in mind that favourites, including Joint & Co favs, won 31% of all turf flat 

races in the period under research. 

 

The results below contain 455 winners from 3962 runners. 

Favourites 

Clear, joint & co-favourites have produced the following set of results: 

156 winners 499 runners 31% -37.3 A/E 0.93 294 placed 59%. If you had backed 

every favourite at Pontefract, you would have lost £37.30 to a £1 level stake. 

 

Breaking those results down into handicap & non-handicap races: 

 Non-handicap – 55 winners from 150 runners 37% -26.95 A/E 0.83 96 placed 

64%. 

 Handicap – 101 winners from 349 runners 29% -10.35 A/E 0.99 198 placed 

57%.  

Digging a bit deeper let’s focus on favourites that won their last race and those 

favourites who had finished outside the first three on their last start. 

 Favourites that won their last race have produced – 35 winners from 102 runners 

34% -1.41 A/E 1 66 placed 65%. 



 Favourites that had finished outside the top four on their last start produced – 49 

winners from 183 runners 27% -27 A/E 0.88 97 placed 53%. 

Trainers and Favourites: 

If you’re a favourite backer. Then the best performing trainers when the money is down 

are: 

 

Summary:  

 

Top trainer in terms of numbers is Richard Fahey with a near 42%-win strike rate and 

his favourites are under bet and performing 35% better than market expectations. Which 

surprised me. Compare the Fahey record with that of his nearest rival Mark Johnston 

whose favourites are performing 12% worse than market expectations. 

 

Lower down the table it’s probably worth noting any favourites from the Richard 

Whitaker and Michael Easterby stables. 

Jockeys and Favourites: 

Which jockeys have done the business for favourite backers? 

 

Summary:  

 

The Silvestre De Sousa ridden favourites are over-bet. Compare his record with nearest 

rival Danny Tudhope who provides favourite backers with some value. 

 

 



General Stats 

Now a few general course stats. Starting with market position. 

Market Position: 

 The top three in the betting provided 299 winners from 1423 runners 21% -

247.27 A/E 0.87 671 placed 47%. 

 Odds SP: 28/1 & above – 5 winners from 522 runners 1% -261 A/E 0.45 35 

placed 7%. 

Summary:  

 

Big priced winners do occasionally pop up, but you will be waiting a long time to find 

them and if you have backed all runners at the meeting that started 28/1 or bigger you 

would have lost £261 to a £1 level stake. 

Last Time Out Placing: 

Those horses that finished in the first three in their last race provided 216 winners from 

1280 runners 17% -98.95 A/E 0.9 508 placed 40% 

Last Time Out Winners: 

 Last time out winners provided 63 winners from 388 runners 16% -109.07 

A/E 0.83 157 placed 40%. 

Previous Course Winners: 

 Previous course winners provided 56 winners from 596 runners 9% -191.11 

A/E 0.73 168 placed 28%. 

 

Summary:  

 

The average for last time out winners in all turf flat races in the period is 16% with an 

A/E 0.87 so last time out winners are performing about average. Meanwhile previous 

course winners at Pontefract are doing worse than average which is 12% with an A/E 

0.85. If you had backed all previous course winners, you would have lost £191.11 to a 

£1 level stake. 

 

 



Trainer Stats and Angles 

Here are a few interesting trainer track stats, that will hopefully enable you to identify 

some winners at Pontefract through the rest of this season. 

Trainers and Handicap Runners In The Top-Three In The Betting. 

 

Summary:  

 

Both Michael Easterby & Richard Whitaker handicap runners in the first three in the 

betting need respecting. 

Trainers & Two-year-old’s Making Their Racecourse Debut. 

 

Summary:  

 

Only 12 two-year old have won on their racecourse debut at Pontefract since the start of 

2014 and five of them were trained by Richard Fahey. 

Trainers & Handicap Debutants 

 

Summary:  

 

Twenty-four horses have won at the course when making their handicap debut. Only 

one trainer has saddled more than one winner and that’s Richard Fahey who’s had a 

third of all handicap debutant winners at the course with a very healthy 38%-win strike 

rate.  

 

If you had backed all the Fahey handicap debutants you would have made a profit of 

£25.70 to a £1 level stake. 

 

 



Trainers & Race Distance (Handicaps) 

 

Trainers & Race Class (Handicaps) 

 

Hopefully you enjoyed this brief look at Pontefract racecourse and some of the track’s 

key stats. 

 

The next chapter in this tour of British racecourses stays in Yorkshire and heads to 

Beverley. 

 

Until next time. 

John 
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Big Race Trends Analysis - May 

For the past three months I have looked at the ten-year trends and how they are a 

fantastic tool to use when it comes to looking at big races either handicap or non-

handicap. 

 

Add in the “less is more” approach into your trends analysis and there is no doubt in my 

mind that you can improve your win strike rate in these big races. 

 

I can’t stress too much the following. “You really don’t need to be using lots of filters. 

Indeed, the more filters you use the more confusing the analysis and the less reliable the 

trends become”. 

 

Indeed, if you find that you can’t narrow down the field to four or five trends, then 

maybe that race isn’t one to be looking to have a bet in anyway. 

 

Arguably the most important aspect of trends analysis is that they can reveal elements 

that you may not have found by more normal methods of race analysis. Maybe a race 

favours younger or less experienced handicappers or higher weighted runners. Such 

information can thus be an essential element of assessment of the runners in a race. 

 

I got some good feedback from readers regarding this approach. With some requesting 

me to do it on a regular basis.  

 



For those asking for it, my wish is your command and from now until the end of the flat 

season I will look at couple of the following months big races using my “less is more” 

approach to big race trends analysis. 

 

As ever the ever reliable www.horseracebase.com is my guide when looking at the 

trends for big races. 

The Trends Have It: Lincoln Handicap Review 

Last month I looked at two races the Lincoln Handicap and the Scottish Grand National. 

At the time of writing this the latter race has yet to be run but the Lincoln has taken 

place. 

 

When looking at the Lincoln trends. I said I would be happy to focus on runners with 

the following trends: 

 Horses aged 4yo to 6yo. 

 That last raced in Britain or Ireland between 151 to 240 days ago, thus ignoring 

any runs abroad. 

 That were sent off 25/1 & under 

Now those simple trends have shortlisted the winner of the Lincoln Handicap winner 

each year since 2013. 

 

http://www.magcastapp.com/www.horseracebase.com


In previous seasons there have been an average of five qualifiers on the shortlist for 

further form study.  

This season we had no fewer than nine qualifiers. Still the trends used, identified the 

first three home, including the easy winner Auxerre. 

 

I was a little surprised to see many of the pundits who use big race trends analysis didn’t 

have the winner on their shortlists for the race.  

Maybe the problem is, using to many filters does indeed confuse. 

 

Now let’s be blunt here. Not all big races are as ‘clear cut’ as the Lincoln, but over a 

season you will find more big race winners using a “less is more” approach to trend 

analysis. 

Chester Cup 

The two races to come under the trends microscope this month are the Chester Cup and 

the Victoria Cup.  

 

Both are flat races run over two very different distances.  

 

Let’s begin by looking at the Chester Cup. 

 

The Chester Cup is the feature race of Chester’s May Festival. Run over 2m 2f, around 

the twists and turns of Chester racecourse. Not surprisingly given the size of the field 

the race attracts there are plenty of ‘hard luck’ stories.  

 

The race has a long and illustrious history dating back to 1824, although the race 

become formally known as the Chester Cup in 1884, arguably one of the most famous 

winners of the race was Sea Pigeon who was victorious in 1977 & 1978. 

 

Last year’s winner of the race was the Ian Williams trained Magic Circle who was 

returned at odds of 8/1, to give owner Dr Marwan Koukash a third win in the race. 

 

It’s a race with a long history and one that attracts a big field, an average of 16 runners. 

Thus, making it an ideal race for some trending. 

 

 

 



If you had backed all 167 runners, you would have shown a loss to SP of £60.50 to a £1 

stake.  

 

So, the aim is to narrow down the number of bets but at the same time find a high 

percentage of the previous 10 winners. 

 

My aim is to keep around 80% of the total previous winners and at the same time cut 

the number of runners by at least half. 

 

Age 

 

Six-year-olds with 5 winners from 48 runners 16 placed are the best performing age 

group. 

 

Position in Odds Market 

 

Favourites are performing below market expectations and produced the following set of 

results: 

 

 

But those runners in the top five in the betting at the off produced the following set of 

results. 

 

That means 80% of the winners, were in the top five in the betting, from just 32% of the 

total runners. 

 

 

 

 

 



Official Rating 

 

 

 

Those with an Official Rating (OR) between 93 & 101 have been the most favoured 

producing 10 winners from 104 runners. 

 

 

Weight 

 

 

 

Despite the sharp and turning track higher weighted horses. Carrying 9-7 or more have 

been under-performing in the past decade. 

 

 

 

 



Draw 

 

A low draw at Chester is a definite advantage and so it proved in the Chester Cup. 

Those runners drawn in stalls 1 to 6 are: 

 

8 winners from 54 runners +30.5 18 placed. 

 

If you had backed all runners drawn in stalls 1 to 6 you would have made £30.50 profit 

to a £1 stake. 

 

No runner drawn 14+ has won in the past 10-years and those drawn 12 & higher have 

produced: 

 

 

 

 



Last Race Code 

 

Those horses that had run on the all-weather on their last start, particularly when 

compared to those runners whose last start was over the jumps. 

 

CHESTER CUP TRENDS VERDICT: 

 

Going by these ten-year trends you can see that the winner is most likely to have the 

following traits: 

1. Stall: 1 to 13 

2. Odds SP: 16/1 or less 

3. Official Rating: 93 to 101 

4. Last Race Code: Flat or NH 

 

Those four simple rules which would have given you a profit from this race of £70.50 to 

a £1 level stake or £87.58 to BFSP. Backing all such qualifiers each way would have 

netted an £98.75 profit. 

 

That’s 100% of the winners from just 22% of the total runners. 

You can use those filters to cut down the field to small group of contenders before 

analysing race through form, speed or whatever method you use. 

 

It’s a very simple, yet powerful, approach! 



Victoria Cup 

The feature race of Ascot’s last meeting before Royal Ascot. Many of the runners in the 

race will be returning to the course for one of the big handicaps next month.  

However, with prize money in excess of £100,000 it’s race worth winning in its own 

right. 

 

Run over Ascot’s 7f on the straight course. The race has attracted an average field of 25 

runners in the past 10 years.  

Last year’s renewal was won by Ripp Orf, trained by David Elsworth, who was sent off 

at odds of 20/1, giving his trainer a second win in the race. 

 

Trying to pick a winner in handicaps like this is a tricky puzzle. Thankfully, there are 

certain trends we can use to point us in the right direction. 

 

 

 

If you had backed each of the runners in the race you would have lost £102.50 to a £1 

stake. As with the Chester Cup the aim is to cut down the number of bets but keep hold 

of 80% of the previous winners. 

 

Age 

 

 

Four-year-olds have been the most dominant age group with 6 winners. 

 

 

 

 

 



Odds 

 

Runners sent off at odds 28/1 & bigger are 0 winners from 98 runners 10 placed in the 

past ten-years. 

 

Favourite backers haven’t fared too well with just the one winner. 

 

Albeit the top two in the betting have produced a healthy - 4 winners from 22 runners 

+13.5 6 placed. 

 

Highest Class Run 

 

Runners that had raced above Class 2 level are just 1 winner from 131 runners -188 15 

placed. You could have expected six winners, so such qualifiers have been performing 

well below expectations in the past ten years. 



Handicap Wins 

 

Those runners that had had 0 to 2 handicap wins have produced 80% of the winners 

from 50% of the total runners. 

 

Last Time Out Placing 

 

A top five finish on their last run has been a positive with nine winners having such a 

last time out placing. 

 

Those runners who finished outside the first five on their last run produced just 1 

winner from 119 runners - 14 placed. 

 

Draw 

 

Despite this race being run over Ascot’s straight course there has been no real draw bias 

in action. 

 

Course Winners 

 

Ascot’s straight course has a reputation for being a bit of a specialist’s track. How have 

previous course & distance winners fared? 

 

Well if you had backed every C&D winner who ran in the race you would have found 1 

winner and lost £15 to a £1 stake. 



VICTORIA CUP TRENDS VERDICT 

 

Going by these ten-year trends you can see that the winner is most likely to have the 

following traits: 

1. Odds SP: 25/1 & under 

2. Highest Class Run: Class 2 or 3 

3. Last Time Out Placing: First Five 

4. C&D Wins: 0 

 

The above four rules have given you a profit of £62.50 to a £1 level stake or a huge 

£109.87 to BFSP. Backing all qualifiers each way would have netted £71.12 profit. 

 

That’s 80% of the winners from just 22% of the total runners. 

 

The Victoria Cup isn’t as strong a trend race as the Chester Cup but there some keys 

one that can help reduce the field down to a manageable number of qualifiers for further 

study. 

 

Next month, I will be looking at a couple of big Royal Ascot handicaps from a trends 

perspective. 

 

Until next time. 

 

 

 

© 2019 Blue Delta Marketing Ltd 

  



 

Click Here to Join Carl for this Weeks ITV Bets 

  

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/ocpitv
https://www.oncourseprofits.com/ocpitv




 

  

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=WKS6FHDGA6YR4


 

Sires and Courses 

By the time many of you are reading this the 2018-2019 NH season will have come to 

an end. Mind you the 2019 -2020 NH season will have already begun. 

 

The flat season is now well under way. The month of May begins with the first English 

Classics at Newmarket. Quickly followed by Chester’s May Festival and York’s Dante 

Meeting. So, there is plenty of good flat racing to look forward too. 

 

Normally, in these monthly articles I tend to focus on trainers but occasionally I move 

away from the norm and this is one of those months. This month I am going to look at 

sires and how you can build a profitable betting portfolio that you can use for the rest of 

the flat season. 

 

There are some situations where sire stats really come into their own, as the total data 

from the siblings of a horse can indicate if that horse will be suited to certain conditions. 

These are not stats from the results of the sire itself, but stats from the results of the 

progeny of the sire. 

 

The most useful sire stats I find are: 

 

 



 Going 

 First Time Out 

 Runs After a Lay off. 

 Age 

 Course 

Some sires have a strong bias to a certain type of going. Some sires are good at 

producing first time out juvenile winner’s other’s produce progeny who need a run or 

two before they are ready to win. Others produce horses who can win off a lay off. 

 

In this article I am looking at the last on the list sires and courses. As we know UK & 

Irish racecourses have a rich variety of configurations. Some are flat, whilst others are 

undulating like Goodwood. Some have tight turns such as Chester or wide sweeping 

bends like York and of course some are left handed and others are right handed. 

 

As ever the excellent www.horseracebase.com with its mine of detailed information and 

stats is the starting point for this month’s investigation. To have a decent sample size I 

have concentrated on those sires who have had at least 20 runners at a particular track. 

 

Here is a list of the top sires by racecourse ranked by win percentage. 

 

http://www.magcastapp.com/www.horseracebase.com


Let’s start at the top of the table: 

Dubawi – Bath 

 

Dubawi’s Progeny have an exceptional strike rate at Bath, at near 48%-win strike rate, 

and are performing 74% better than market expectations. 

I suspect his progeny will continue to be profitable again this season at Bath. You can 

back them blind. 

 

System 39: Back Dubawi Progeny at Bath. 

Smart Strike – Southwell 

 

Smart Strike was a Canadian bred horse who became a noted sire of dirt horses. Sadly 

he died in 2015 so there are no more of his progeny to come through the ranks but as the 

figures show any of his runners on the Southwell’s fibresand will continue to be worth 

noting for the time being. 

 

System 41: Back Smart Strike’s progeny at Southwell. 



Sea The Stars – Newcastle 

 

Sea the Stars progeny have really taken to Newcastle and it’s tapeta surface. If you had 

backed all his progeny running at the course since the start of 2015. You would have 

made a £51.59 profit to a £1 stake. 

 

As with Dubawi you can back his Newcastle qualifiers blind. However, if you want an 

even more niche angle. You could do worse than back his progeny that are either racing 

at the same distance as their last run or stepping up in trip. 

 

This angle has been given plenty of coverage in the media so whether it will continue to 

provide as much value as it has in previous seasons remains to be seen but it should 

continue to provide plenty of winners. 

 

System 42: Back Sea The Stars Progeny at Newcastle. 

Declaration Of War – Dundalk 

The progeny of Declaration of War have really taken to Dundalk’s tapeta surface. Since 

2017 they have produced the following set of results. 

 

When trained by Aidan O’Brien Declaration Of War, a son of War Front, won his only 

start at Dundalk and his form figures on the all-weather were 1113 that final placing 

was achieved when beaten just ¼ length into 3rd in the 2013 Breeders Cup Classic at 

Santa Anita. 



The sire’s record at Dundalk is a standout but it may also pay to note any of his progeny 

that runs at Southwell going forward. 

 

System 44: Back Declaration Of War’s Progeny at Dundalk. 

Other Sires Worth Noting 

That’s the top four sires in terms of racecourse.  

 

Which are the others in the table that are worth looking at? For me there are another 

four. 

Shamardal – Chester 

 

The progeny of Shamardal clearly seem to enjoy the twists and turns of Chester. 

 

System 45: Back Shamardal’s Progeny at Chester 

War Front – Newmarket (July) 

 

War Front’s progeny go well on Newmarket’s July Course and I suspect they will 

continue to do. The going on the July Course tends to be on the quick side of good and 

the sire’s progeny do seem to be at their best on a sound surface. 

 

System 48: Back War Front’s Progeny at Newmarket’s July Course. 

Dubawi – Epsom 

 



The undulations of Epsom clearly hold no terrors for the progeny of Dubawi. 

 

System 46: Back Dubawi’s Progeny at Epsom 

Piccolo – Ripon 

 

Ripon is very much a ‘horse’s for courses’ track. Some horses just don’t handle it. 

Clearly the progeny of Piccolo handle it well enough. 

 

System 47: Back Piccolo’s Progeny at Ripon 

Negative Sires and Courses 

Finally, on the flip side there are also sire’s whose progeny who don’t go well at certain 

racecourses. 

 

Notes 

I mentioned how well the progeny of Piccolo do at Ripon compare his record with that 

of Exceed and Excel. He’s had just one winner from 63 runners at the track since the 

start of 2015. But, his expected number of winners should be eight. 



 Intense Focus has just had one winner at Lingfield and his expected wins should 

be ten. 

 Oasis Dream ‘s progeny are struggling at both Redcar and Goodwood 

 Captain Rio’s progeny are 2 winners from 119 runners at Lingfield & Dundalk. 

 Excelebration progeny are 1 winner from 62 runners at Kempton 

 Rock Of Gibraltar progeny are 2 winners from 90 runners at Newcastle. 

It is important to remember that there won’t be many qualifiers during the season so 

there may well be to few bets for you, depending on your betting strategy. 

 

Like many such methods, the above figures are based on historical data and whilst 

history has a good habit of repeating itself, it often doesn’t. 

 

Until next month. 
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A Q and A with Jeremiah Catskill of 

Tipping Legends 

Hi Jeremiah, and many thanks for joining us this month, first off would you start 

by telling our readers a little about yourself and your background? 

 

Those people that know me will be aware that I have a very busy life. I’ve just hit the 

big milestone of turning 50 and we have 8 in our house just to make life nice and 

relaxing! I’ve been married for 17 years and we have 4 children, 1 girl, twin boys and a 

5 year old boy just to keep us on our toes. One of our twins is autistic which adds 

another dimension to life. We also have my in laws living in an annex as both are 

disabled and need a level of care.  

 

We’ve lived in Shrewsbury for 15 years but I hail from the North West and would still 

count myself as a Northerner.  

After leaving University I went into retail but quickly realised that wasn’t a long term 

ambition and took my accountancy exams back in 2000.  

I now work in the animal health industry as a Financial Business Partner for a multitude 

of countries.  

My racing life is a night time and weekends job! 

 



Would you say that you have a “typical” working day, and how would you 

describe it? 

 

Ignoring my day job a typical day would probably start at 9pm on a week night or 9am 

on a weekend to fit around family duties. The way I approach races is partly driven by 

this short time frame. I do most of my races “cold” as in I don’t really follow racing as 

such ( I don’t have RacingTV, don’t read the Post too much and only watch the races, 

not the filler when on TV. The benefit to this approach is that I base everything upon 

what I have learnt and what is in front of me. I don’t get swayed by hype, opinion, 

trainers thoughts etc which bizarrely gives me an edge. 

 

Aligned to this timeframe I’m also quite narrow in what I look at.  

 

I don’t go through each card but instead I have plenty of analysis showing me which 

type of race I am better at. Handicaps better than Non Handicaps. Long Distance better 

than Sprints are 2 such examples of narrowing the card. 

 

I will then go through my selected races and generally have an idea of what I want to 

back that night. I will then review my selections during my lunch and if the price is still 

attractive and the weather hasn’t changed much then I then do a brief write up and send 

the mail to my subscribers. 

 

I often view the race in betting odds order, starting with the fav. If a favourite looks 

vulnerable then I go down the card looking for value alternatives, That way I’m always 

comparing my opinion against the market leader. 

 

I have experimented with sending the night before as I do often spot those that are over 

priced but the nature of the beast means only a few can get on if you do it that way. 

 

What do you think of the world of sports tipping in general and what do you think 

people are in search of when it comes to their hunt for a successful tipster? 

 

When I was younger the racing press was full of people claiming to have inside 

information and that appealed to many. Since I have been involved I have come to the 

firm opinion that inside information is a distant second behind form study.  

 

There are a lot of good types out there and lots of people who really know their stuff but 

I have seen at close hand that, that doesn’t always translate into profits. Many give up 

within 6 months. Those that have been around longer are either very good salesmen, 

creative accountants or just good. I wouldn’t want to say what percentages lie in each 

but I would hope I am here after 12 years because of the latter.  

I don’t really promote myself and rely on word of mouth and longstanding clients. 

 



I see absolutely no problem ( I wouldn’t , would I) with people paying tipsters. Like any 

other service if you have a skill that others can’t do but want to utilise then you pay a 

fee. It could be said that tipsters actually sell themselves short sometimes! 

 

Do you regularly bet yourself? What style of approach do you take to your 

betting? What do you think of staking plans, loss retrieval systems etc.? 

 

Essentially I bet on what I tip.  

 

The only time I deviate from this is if I know I will be in front of a TV at a weekend 

then I will bet on each race for an interest, plus it keeps my eye in on racing I would 

normally shy away from. I also do the odd multiple. More of which later! 

 

I generally like to have a separate bank that will go up or down depending on results. I 

try to have a minimum of a 200 point bank and after a good win last summer I managed 

to increase this to a 300 point bank. That way it separates betting from day to day 

expenses. Loss retrieval systems should be avoided at all cost as it can quickly escalate. 

After a winning run or a losing run I try to keep the same mentality. Both of the above 

can be dangerous. 

 

What attracted you to the world of horse racing and what do you enjoy most about 

the sport? 

 

It’s the analysis for me.  

 

I’m quite a numerical person and reading form is very stats driven I loved the challenge 

of taking the multitude of factors and trying to decipher them to come to a selection.  

 

For quite a long time I didn’t bet more than the odd 50p as it wasn’t about that. That 

said, more and more I do better when I sway more to a “gut feel” rather than pure stats. 

I know , by now, which horses are more likely to win, which horse to avoid and all the 

relative chances but sometimes you see a weak favourite and know to oppose it. 

 

I make more money on the flat but get far more enjoyment out of the winter game and 

my 1 treat each year is to make sure I go to the first 2 days at The Cheltenham Festival. 

The returning horses, the competitive nature which is lacking a lot of the time & the 

anticipation. 

 

My first visit to a racecourse was to Aintree when Rhyme and Reason won the National. 

I paid £5 to get in the cheap enclosure only to run across the course, climb a fence and 

blend seamlessly into the higher echelons of racegoers! The Grand National, despite its 

detractors, still excites more than any other race. 



What led you into the world of racing tipsters and what do you feel you can offer 

racing enthusiasts and punters that other tipsters can’t? 

 

I got into tipping by pure accident.  

 

I had been interested in racing from the mid 80’s but after starting work I drifted away 

from racing and only really followed the big NH races.  

 

Someone I knew mentioned a site called OLBG who had just started and were doing 

tipster competitions and I thought it might be fun to have a go. To show how out of 

touch I was I hadn’t heard of Ryan Moore, couldn’t name any recent Derby winners and 

everything was new again.  

 

I joined in Dec 2006 and despite there being 30,000 members at the time I somehow 

won the December competition. That highlights my cold reading approach to a huge 

degree. I started putting up a few comments in the forum and then in March 2007 they 

did their first big comp.  

 

It was a winner takes all (£1,000) tipping challenge at Cheltenham. 999 people entered 

and I managed to win ! This was 4 months after not knowing about any form for over 7 

years. They then repeated the comp but for Aintree and with 1,600 entering I again 

managed to win. I also wrote up the Grand National and managed to get the tri-cast. Off 

the back of this I had quite a few offers to go pro but I was still assuming this was 

beginners luck and declined them. We had a 1 year old girl and I needed a steady wage. 

 

They then ran a Royal Ascot comp and somehow I won that despite hardly knowing the 

form book on the flat. It looked like there was method in my madness. The chances of 

winning all 3 were over 1.6 billion to one. 

 

Again I turned down requests to set up a service but by now I had many people on the 

site following my tips so I thought “Why Not”. 

 

Roger Bush who was a well known member on the site and a leading tipster offered me 

a partnership as long as all I did was tip. We called ourselves the “Tipping Legends” 

which is a bit embarrassing now but it was a standing joke on the forums at the time. 

 

At this time my wife was pregnant with our twins and we had a very difficult time. 

They had a rare condition that required surgery within the womb to save them. Even 

then there was a 40% of losing them. They were born 9 weeks early on Dec 14th and 3 

weeks later I started Tipping legends!! The boys didn’t come out of hospital until Feb 

that year. 

 

Looking back I have no idea how I managed this as I set everything up and we were 

tipping in far more races than I do now.  

http://www.tippinglegends.com/


We had an amazing start and the first 6 months were ridiculous. We had 3 days of 

multiple winners and if you look on my website then the testimonials are all true 

reflections of the time.  

The peak personally was tipping Bulwark at 66/1 ( got 90’s on betfair) for the Chester 

Cup and followed it with the next race being a 16/1 sprint winner ! 

 

So, any stress I have now pales into insignificance with that period of my life and is 

probably why I can ride out the bad times which kill virtually every tipster out there. 

 

Basically I can look at a race stone cold and often pinpoint value bets with a decent 

chance of winning. Over time that will make profits. 

There are poor runs but my methods rely on long term analysis. 

 

What traits do you think a good racing tipster should possess and what do you 

think the average punter is looking for from a tipping service? 

 

Punters look for different things.  

 

If you want inside info then I’m not your man. I think many want the thrill of betting 

but have recognised that either they don’t have the skill or time to make it pay so will 

rely on others. Others see it as a real possibility of making decent money and if they 

create a separate bank and scale up then that could happen. 

 

A good tipster should try to be transparent, consistent and true to their methods.  

You get plenty of well meaning emails ( or quite nasty ones in poor times) offering you 

advice and even tips but I feel you just have to pretend it’s Day 1 every day and not let 

outside influences or recent form effect you 

 

New and old punters alike can struggle to make a success of their betting. If you 

could give them just one piece of advice to improve their profitability what would 

it be? 

 

Don’t bet at under 2/1.  

 

I know people will say a 5/4 shot can be value and of course they can but it is so 

difficult to move a bank northwards playing at shorter odds.  

 

My average tip is just under 9/1. I sometimes do add in a shortie as a saver when I feel 

EW doesn’t suit but still fear the favourite but the main bet is always the longer priced 

one. 



What would you consider to be a highlight of your racing experience to date? Do 

you have any personal racing / betting experiences which when reflecting back 

brings a smile, or for that matter any which bring a grimace; you can share with 

our readers? 

 

Making a success of Tipping legends makes me very proud as my membership relies on 

me producing a long term profit. The testimonials you will see are also a highlight as it 

shows what a difference a big win can make. 

 

Personally, I missed out on the big wins in 2008 as I was a very sensible level stakes 

better and did singles only. Subsequently I do the odd multiple ( mainly on the odd 

Saturday) and that is where my big wins have come. Unfortunately because I see them 

as “fun” bets they are rarely part of the service. Maybe I should start a weekly yankee 

service?! 

 

I have had 4 big wins via multiples. A couple of big win doubles at nice prices, a 

yankee that got 3 out of 4 on Ebor day which included the Ebor and Melrose winners 

but a highlight that I’m fairly certain I won’t be able to match 

 

In Dec 2014 I got the nirvana of all 4 winners. I also for some reason doubled my stakes 

and the winners accumulated 3,700/1. Without going into full details it was a life 

changing sum. 

 

The grimaces stay with me even more.  

 

My very rare antepost bet, on the nose, on Sunnyhill Boy at 40/1 in the National only to 

lose by a nose. Boston Bob falling in the RSA which scuppered a very big double with 

Back in Focus who had just won the 4 miler are two that leap to mind. 

 

What about the gambling industry, is there anything you like to see changed 

there? Many website forums are full of criticisms of the bookmakers and their 

treatment of their customers? Is this something you have an opinion on? 

 

I do have an opinion but probably you’ve heard the arguments many times before so I 

won’t go into too much detail. I recognise and share the frustrations of the increasing 

difficulty of getting on but the bigger issue from a personal perspective is the 

alternative. Betfair.  

 

The problem I have is with subscribers I can’t rely on betfair to take any number of bets, 

especially if you’re looking at midweek Class 5 handicaps. The liquidity just isn’t there 

and often the odds have narrowed to closer to their true odds so it’s difficult to take 

advantage of any market faults.  

http://www.tippinglegends.com/


That said I do try to take a stoic approach because I find as soon as you take on the 

troubles of the racing world it really hinders your enjoyment of the sport and also your 

analysis process. 

 

What do you do to relax and unwind? What interests have you outside the world of 

horse racing? 

 

As I mentioned earlier, free time is at a premium but I do enjoy watching football and 

being a life long Liverpool fan the next month or so is eagerly anticipated/feared. I also 

take my son to Shrewsbury most weeks.  

 

I would say I play golf but once a year can’t be called a pastime anymore. I also have a 

keen interest in Art and more so Art History and if I do get to different cities I will also 

seek out the local galleries. As a regular visitor to the Netherlands I’m quite spoilt in 

that aspect. 

 

Jeremiah has offered a free 20 points trial of his service. Just drop him and eMail at 

jcatskill1@gmail.com and quote JC1. 
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Cricket World Cup: Australia coming up 

on the rails. 

A couple of months ago I was writing about how the World Cup might end up being a 

straight shootout between hard-hitting hosts England and the brilliant India, boasting in 

skipper Virat Kohli the best batsman in ODI cricket and ably assisted by a beautifully 

balanced side who can do the lot: bowl seam or spin, hit big or smartly accumulate runs. 

 

But those having a hard time deciding which of the two to go with or even eyeing up 

backing an England v India final should consider whether a spanner has been thrown 

into the works. 

 

You see, the side peaking at just the right time is neither of those but…Australia. And at 

a far bigger price we should add. 

Australian road to recovery 

Up to about two months ago it was a very different story. Still recovering from the 

losses of star batsmen Steve Smith and David Warner, also the captain and vice-captain, 

after the Sandpapergate affair, they looked a side lacking leadership and with two 

gaping holes at 1 and 3 in the batting. 



The first thing they did to rectify the situation was to replace Tim Paine, still their Test 

skipper, with Aaron Finch in the ODI set-up. Not only is Paine not a natural ODI 

batsmen, he also lacked the instinct to gamble, a vital ingredient in ODI cricket. 

Gambling could be anything from leaving a slip in for a bit longer to bowling out your 

star paceman if he’s being a constant threat, rather than saving him for later on in the 

innings. 

 

They’re also a better side with the exciting Tim Carey keeping wicket rather than Paine 

in terms of contributions with the bat. 

 

And whereas it took them a while to finally settle on their best XI, they got there in the 

end. If their World Cup campaign started tomorrow, their team would probably be: 

Aaron Finch, Usman Khawaja, Shaun Marsh, Peter Handscomb, Marcus Stoinis, Glen 

Maxwell, Alex Carey, Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazlewood, Nathan 

Lyon/Adam Zampa. 

The million-dollar question 

Or will it?  

 

Now that their suspensions are over, Australia can choose to pick Warner and Smith if 

they want to. They can choose to pick both, one or the other, or neither. Not a bad 

problem to have given that we’re talking about two of the best batsmen in ODI cricket. 

It would be harsh on someone like Handscomb or Marsh if they did but then again, 

you’re trying to win a World Cup here, not hurt people’s feelings. The selectors and 

Finch will pick the best side they can and we’ll have to see whether they consider 

bringing them back as a positive move. 

 

Smith and Warner or no Smith or Warner, it’s a beautifully balanced side. Khawaja and 

Finch got loads of runs at the top of the order in the recent series against Pakistan and 

though conditions will obviously be very different in England, you can only score runs 

in the conditions you’re playing in. 

 

Starc, Hazlewood and Cummins haven’t actually been playing that much recently in an 

attempt to give them rest and protect their somewhat frail bodies but it tells you 

everything you need to know that they beat India away (almost unheard of) and thrashed 

Pakistan also away, without them.  

If one or more of those get injured at some stage they can count on the likes of Andrew 

Tye, Jason Behrendoff, Nathan Coulter-Nile or Kane Richardson. Not many teams have 

that sort of back-up in the pace bowling department. 

 

 



The key men are however, the two all-rounders. Stoinis and Maxwell would get into 

many a top ODI side just as batsmen so the former’s accurate medium pace and the 

latter’s uncomplicated but effective off-spin are a huge bonus and give the side real 

balance. 

Ticking more boxes 

Australia are also suited to playing in England. Their big hitters with the bat will enjoy 

good wickets where you can play your shots without too much fear of uneven bounce 

and their pacemen will like the ball swinging on occasion and pitches where you can get 

batsmen out by bowling short. 

 

Add to the equation the fact that they won the last World Cup staged in England- it was 

ages back in 1999 and unsurprisingly none of the players are still playing for Australia 

but these things still count- and that they are after all, the defending champions and you 

start to see why there are plenty of reasons to think that it’s them who are the value at 

around 5.5. 

Our bets 

Anyway, now that we’ve made a case for Australia, what’s the bet? 

 

Well, the problem about backing them outright is that they’d probably have to play both 

India and England in the semi final and final. It’s highly unlikely that one of those two 

doesn’t qualify for the semis and the only way Australia could avoid playing both of 

them is if they (England and India) played each other in the semis. But then again, for 

that to happen we’d need them to finish first and fourth or second and third.  

 

The most likely scenario is that one of them tops the group and that the other one either 

finishes second or third. 

 

It would be a big ask for Australia to beat the pair of them in the knockout stages so the 

bet for me is that Australia make the final at 3.25. 

 

It might also be worth going with an Australia batsman as an each-way selection to be 

the tournament’s top runscorer. Of course, until we know what the situation is with 

Warner and Smith it’s hard to be too certain about anything. 

 

But here’s my theory as to what will happen.  

 

They’ll both play.  

 

 

https://www.bettingmaestro.com/cricket-world-cup-top-runscorer-5-to-bet-on/


So Warner opens the batting alongside Finch, Usman Khawaja drops down a place from 

opener and bats at three and Smith slots in at four. That means Marsh and Handscomb 

will most likely be the extremely unlucky ones to miss out. 

 

Khawaja is an interesting one. If Australia had gone out and said Smith and Warner 

weren’t playing then I’d be sure Khawaja would open and would have been a very good 

each-way bet at 20/1 or better. Khawaja is a classy act who has taken his time to find his 

feet in ODIs but has been in red hot form and is one of the coolest customers you’ll ever 

see on a cricket field, which is obviously a good thing when you’re at a World Cup. But 

with the chance he’ll either bat at three or not at all, we can’t take the risk. 

 

But here’s what we do know. Finch as captain will definitely play (!) and will definitely 

open. He was out of nick a few months ago but found his form in the UAE, can score as 

quickly as anyone on his day and has plenty of experience of playing in England both at 

international and county level. Given we think Australia will go far and that as an 

opener he’ll have every chance of playing at least two really big innings, he’s a good 

selection. 

I’ll do one last column before the World Cup starts on May 30 in next month’s edition 

looking at some other tournament long bets. 

 

Back Australia to make the final @ 3.25 with Skybet. 

Back Aaron Finch to be Top Tournament Runscorer each-way @ 21.0 with 

Paddypower/Betfair Sportsbook 4 places 1/4 odds. 

 

You can read all manner of cricket betting selections, strategies and tips ahead of the 

Cricket World Cup from Jamie Pacheco at www.bettingmaestro.com. 
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Product Reviews 

Still relatively quiet on the products front but The Horse Race Predictor may be one to 

watch… 

 

Cost: 5 day trial £9.95 then £77.00 per month thereafter. 

 

The Trial: We have been informed by the owner that this site is geared for the 

professional punters among you. 

 

Although there is a plethora of information available for us to make our betting decision 

you are invited to follow along with one or more of the 4 “Gurus” found under the Club 

Betting heading. 

 

The “Gurus” will make daily selections and use proprietary progressive staking while 

generally stopping at a winner when the betting bank has increased by a target 

percentage. It is therefore important to follow the action or use a bot to ensure that you 

make the most of the selections. 



Having followed one Guru named “Method Maker”, whose intention has been to take a 

betting bank of £500.00 with the aim of doubling it every month until it reaches a goal 

of £30,000.00.  

The records to 5th March showed that since October last year his bank had increased to 

£5370.00 which then increased to the 18th of the month to £7280.00 (and that was after 

£4000.00 had been removed from the account). 

 

There are a number of chat lines which allow you, as a subscriber, to have your 

questions answered, and make comments throughout the day. Many people we know 

just prefer the bet and forget approach but this service can also be used on that basis. 

 

Using the daily ratings, where every UK and Irish race is given a top-rated horse, you 

can select one bet a day.  

Having tried this exercise over an 18 day period we had 13 winners and 6 losers with a 

longest winning run of six bets on the bounce and the longest losing run of 2 bets 

(twice). 

 

Based on level stakes betting our initial bank was up 18% and had we employed the 

progressive staking it would have increases by 33%, with both results being recorded at 

Betfair SP and after having deducted 5% commission. 

 

Conclusion: A good start and you can find out more here. 

 

Cost: £40.00 per month 

 

The Trial: We have come to the end of our 3 month review of Braveheart which has 3 

picks in each of 2 races to give 9 cross doubles on days where there are selections. 

 

Overall we showed a loss of just a shade off 75 points. 

 

http://www.oncourseprofits.com/ocphrp


We are sure it must feel good to land a 126/1 double but during our trial the win 

frequency just wasn’t high enough to maintain a profit. 

 

Conclusion: Not one for us. 

 

Cost: £10.00 First month Special Offer / then £20.00 per month thereafter. 

 

The Trial: Since the middle of February we’ve received reports from nine meetings 

from Dee Thompson, seven from Newcastle and one from each of Catterick and 

Carlisle. 

 

At most of these the weather had been pretty bad, with rain and strong winds which 

meant that the horses were paraded for less time than normal and kept covered until 

mounted. Consequently, Dee had less opportunity to assess the runners’ condition and 

express an opinion on the likely winner. 

 

Of the 59 race reports the most likely winner was tipped 38 times with 8 of these being 

correct. 

 

Had you backed one point at SP there would have been a loss of 7 points overall, which 

in fairness to the conditions was not bad. 

 

Conclusion: Not a complete white wash so we will stick with and see what the Flat 

Turf season brings. Find out more here. 

 

Cost: £29.99 per month / £74.99 per quarter – 14 day money back guarantee. 

 

The Trial: On a positive note the service produced a latest month’s profit of over 77 

points to the advised prices, but the sheer number of bets meant that it was impossible to 

record and compare against the actual obtained prices. 

https://www.horse4course-racetips.com/horse-tips.html


During the month there were 279 single bets plus multiples producing 56 winners 

bringing the cumulative position to 68/366 winners and a profit of 65.27 points. 

 

Conclusion: It would be very difficult to match all of the advised prices, and 

realistically profits would be lower than stated. We’ll watch for another month, but in 

the meantime you can find out more here. 
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