
 

 

 



 

Editor's Welcome 

Cheltenham is over; I hope you came out in front! 

 

We've got Aintree to look forward to and John has had a look at the course and has a 

trainer system to hopefully find us some winners there. 

 

But the main focus this month is winning on the Flat. 

 

Nick has looked at the trainers that get off to a winning start. 

 

It can be rewarding to know which flat trainers will have their string fit and ready to 

rumble in April and whose runners tend to need an outing or two. 

 

John has had a deep look at the trainers who win when their horse starts as favourite. 

 

Maybe you avoid favourites because they are routinely over bet or maybe you love the 

high strike rate from betting at the head of the market either way John has the systems 

that will find you profit from backing favourites. 

 

Elsewhere John has shared the final part of his Ten Year Trends training and we have a 

very interesting interview from Graham Laurie of the Cash Master blog. 

 

 



By the way readers of On Course Profits can now get free daily tips from John Burke, if 

you've not already opted in for those you can do so using the link below. 

 

The tips come from either his Consistent Profits service or his Victor Value service, 

both are in fine form. 

 

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/jb-free-tips 

 

As always we have highlighted in red all the systems that are included in the portfolio 

that makes up the selections we send out to subscribers of our Selections Found For 

You service. 

 

You can join that here... 

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/selections-found-for-you/ 

 

Of course, if you prefer to find your own selections you can follow along by checking 

the systems in red that we have published this month and over the last few months. 

 

All the best 

 

Darren Power 
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Quick out the blocks – Flat Trainers to 

Follow in April. 

Just as the Cheltenham Festival is over for another year and we look forward to the 

Aintree and Punchestown Festivals, the flat season kicks in with the Lincoln meeting in 

late March / early April.  

 

The onset of the flat season adds a certain spice to proceedings in April as we look 

forward to the Grand National and the curtain call in the jumps season.  

 

Whilst the end of the flat season and the start of the jumps season is a tricky time for 

punters, it does not quite work the other way around. Most likely because there are still 

some top-class meetings over obstacles and the national hunt season goes out with a 

bang rather than a whimper unlike the flat season.  

 

It can be rewarding to know which flat trainers will have their string fit and ready to 

rumble in April and whose runners tend to need an outing or two.  

 

I have looked at the performance of flat trainers in the month of April from 2012 to 

2018 to see who we should be noting, and under which conditions their runners are 

most likely to strike.  

 

Without further ado let’s see what I have uncovered: 



Richard Fahey 
 

The main man for April is Richard Fahey.  

 

He likes to target the Lincoln meeting and he usually has them ready and able first time 

up.  

 

Since 2012 he has sent out 700 runners in April and 116 have won at a win strike rate of 

17% and a level stakes profit of £119.16 at Betfair SP. 

 

 
 

The ROI is a very good 17% but that can be improved upon if we dig a little deeper.  

 

The first thing we can do is strike a line through the Class 1 and Class 2 races. These 

have a combined record of 14-170 and post a loss of around £28 on the exchanges. If 

we concentrate on the Class 3, 4, 5 and 6 races to begin with, then the overall April 

figures improve to give the following set of results: 

 

 
 

The strike rate is now nudging up to 20% and the ROI is up to around 30%. The overall 

P/L is up also. From here there are a number of potential angles.  

 

First, the 2yo runners in April in class 3 to class 6 races have a 24% strike rate and 

realise a tasty profit of £39.63 at Betfair SP. That is one angle worth considering as it 

simplifies which type of Fahey runner to concentrate on. He has a huge yard and runs 

them often, so sticking to the 2yo runners really will simplify the whole selection 

process.  

 

However, we can improve on those figures again if we look at the performance in the 

different race classes: 

 

 
 

 



Those racing in Class 3 and 4 races have a combined record of 2-25, whereas those 

racing in Class 5 and 6 have a combined record of 18-58 and post a combined profit of 

£52.77 at Betfair SP. 

 

Another potential angle is to strike a line through the handicap races and concentrate on 

the non-handicap races only.  

 

The results below are for the Fahey April runners in non-handicap races: 

 

 
 

Again, we should concentrate on Class 5 and 6 races as these have been responsible for 

no fewer than 35 of the 47 winners.  

 

I think it is safe to say we could leave that one there and the results will also include the 

18 juvenile winners we identified earlier.  

 

A word of caution though as this angle only had one winner from 12 runners last April, 

but that is most likely a blip as it was well down on all his previous years and normal 

service should be resumed this year. 

 

 

 
 

System: Richard Fahey runners in class 5 and 6 non-handicap races in April. 

 

 



Mick Easterby 
 

A lot of the trainers who are hot in April are those that do well in non-handicap races. I 

know there are plenty of people out there who only bet in handicaps (I must admit I 

prefer these races as a betting medium).  

 

I can tell you that Mick Easterby has a decent record with his handicap runners in April, 

notching up 29 winners between them in the last 7 years.  

 

All of the winners were aged 3yo to 7yo so best to give the older horses the swerve. 

Since 2012, all years have been winning ones with the exception of 2014 so there is 

plenty of substance to the results. 

 

 
 

All the winners came over distances of 1m 4f or shorter.  

 

You can see from the results above that you would have done pretty well backing all his 

3yo to 7yo runners in 5f to 1m 4f races blind, but that is not something we normally 

recommend.  

 

However, when you break down the results you find that winners have come in sprints, 

mile and middle distance races, any type of age restrictions and all the age groups from 

3yo to 7yo produce a profit.  

 

Winners have come at all prices too, from short priced favourites to a couple at fancy 

prices and everything in between. The age restrictions in handicaps does not seem to 

make much difference with winners in 3yo+, 3yo only and 4yo+ races. 

 

We can eke out a bit more profit if we look at where those winners did their winning. 

All bar 4 winners came at Yorkshire tracks.  

 

He has had 3 winners on the old turf track at Newcastle but that is now an AW course 

so we can remove those from the results. 

 

His runners are 1-8 in Scotland and 1-15 elsewhere so we will ditch those too.  

That now leaves a record of 24-106 at Yorkshire tracks. 

 

One track where he does not have much success is Doncaster.  

 

His April runners aged 3yo to 7yo in races up to 1m 4f have a record of 1-16.  

 



That winner did go in at 16/1 but we will drop Doncaster from the list and concentrate 

on those others where he has a much healthier strike rate.  

 

That leaves Beverley, Catterick, Pontefract, Redcar, Ripon, Thirsk and Wetherby.  

 

Together those runners have racked up the following results since 2012: 

 

 
 

Not a bad set of results by any stretch of the imagination. 

 

 
 

System: Mick Easterby runners aged 3yo to 7yo in 5f to 1m 4f handicap races in April 

at Beverley, Catterick, Pontefract, Redcar, Ripon, Thirsk and Wetherby. 

Stuart Kittow 
 

Sticking with the handicaps and this time a very selective trainer in Stuart Kittow.  

 

Whereas Mick Easterby and Richard Fahey will be running plenty in April, Stuart 

Kittow will send out anything between 2 and 10 runners. But watch out when he does. 

His record is as follows: 

 

 
 

That strike rate is mightily impressive and he has sent out at least one winner in April 

every year since 2012. Each year has seen a profit too.  



14 of the 15 winners have come in Class 3, 4 and 5 races from 38 runners which boosts 

the strike rate.  

 

Furthermore, 13 of those 14 winners were aged 3yo to 6yo and that was from a subset 

of just 28 runners.  

 

Normally when you see results like that, a stable has two or three multiple winners who 

are the leading lights in the yard but of those 13 Stuart Kittow winners, only one of 

them scored more than once in April.  

 

So, that leaves us with a tidy little angle for one of the lesser known stables: 

 

 

 
 

System: Stuart Kittow runners aged 3yo to 6yo in class 3, 4 and 5 handicap races in 

April. 

David O’Meara 
 

Well renowned for working miracles with cast-offs from other yards, David O’Meara is 

also adept at getting his string fit and ready to rumble in the opening month of the flat 

season.  

 

Again, we are going to stick to the handicaps and his record since 2012 reads as 

follows: 

 

 
 



That strike rate may seem a bit on the low side, but I can tell you those runners have 

made a profit in each of the years since 2012.  

 

However, as always, we will try and improve on those numbers to try and make his 

runners a more palatable betting proposition.  

 

All 42 winners came in races from 5f to 1m 4f and those racing over further have yet to 

strike in April (0-12). He actually does better in the better class races.  

 

Those racing in Class 5 and 6 have combined for 11 winners but just about break even 

at Betfair SP so we can ditch those and that should improve the ROI. 

 

That leaves 31 winners and, interestingly, 30 of those have come in 4yo+ handicaps.  

 

Given how well he does with horses from other yards, that statistic is not surprising at 

all given they need a season or two to underperform before being shipped out to 

O’Meara who, time and time again, somehow makes them into winners. 

 

So now we are looking at the following set of results for the O’Meara runners in Class 

2, 3 and 4 handicaps for 4yo and older horses in races up to, and including, 1m 4f. 

 

 
 

We can tighten up those impressive figures again if we ditch those over 7yo. Those 

older are 1-21 are not worth pursuing. 

 

 
 

Those simple filters have taken the ROI from 38% to over 100%. The strike rate is up to 

20% and that is one winner every five runners. We can squeeze a bit more out if we 

stick to those sent off between 6/4 20/1 or shorter as they account for all of those 29 

winners.  

 

I am quite happy to leave it there for now as David O’Meara is a trainer I have a lot of 

respect for and I am always interested in his runners, especially at the start of the 

season. 



 
 

System: David O’Meara runners aged 4yo to 7yo in class 2, 3 and 4 handicaps for 

horses aged 4yo+ racing over 5f to 1m 4f and sent off between 6/4 and 20/1 in April. 

 

Mick Channon 
 

Mick Channon makes it onto our list down to the fact he had a fantastic start last season 

in the month of April. However, I do advise a watching brief as this has not always been 

the case with this trainer.  Check out how his first few runners fare before you get 

involved.  

 

His numbers are quite interesting. In 2017 he sent out 30 runners in April and just one 

won. However, last year his April runners went 13-40 for a profit of £28.96. This was 

some way ahead of his previous returns in the month of April. 12 of those 13 winners 

were aged 2yo or 3yo from 33 runners in those age groups.  

 

All 12 of those winners were sent off at 10/1 or shorter, so no big outsiders skewing the 

profit and loss figures here. That leaves Mick Channon with the following set of results 

from April last season: 

 

 



 
 

System: Mick Channon runners aged 2yo or 3yo sent off between at 10/1 or shorter in 

April. 

 

You will need to be quite cute if playing these runners. Bookies will soon cotton on if 

his string is in fine form early doors.  

 

My advice would be to use small stakes for the first few he sends out and then increase 

them if the signs are there that he has them firing on all cylinders. 

John Gosden 
 

No surprise to see champion trainer John Gosden make it onto our list.  

 

He usually has them ready to go in April and he has a very good strike rate. Since 2012 

he has saddled 73 winners from 310 runners in the month of April at a strike rate of 

24% and those runners have returned a level stakes profit of £43.11. The ROI is much 

higher on the exchanges (13% compared to 5% at industry SP) but I think those figures 

are worth exploring further to see if there is an angle or two that produces a better ROI. 

 

The first thing we can do is ditch the lower class runners. In Class 5 and 6 races his 

record is 12-77 which is a much lower strike rate (16%) compared to the other race 

classes and the Class 5 and 6 runners return a small loss of Betfair SP.  

 

That still leaves 61 winners in Class 1, 2, 3 and 4 races and all 61 were sent off at 16/1 

or shorter. All the winners were aged 2yo to 5yo.  

 

Interestingly only 1 of those runners was a 2yo, but it still won. 

 

The next thing I want to do is strike a line through the handicap runners.  



The handicappers have won 17 times in April since 2012 but they only realise a small 

profit compared to the non-handicappers as shown in the table below: 

 

 
 

They have an almost identical strike rate to the non-handicappers, but the latter group of 

runners clearly offer up more in the way of our old friend value. Sticking to the non-

handicappers, what we find next is a clear pattern as to where he sends the majority of 

his runners in April.  

 

The tracks and meetings that John Gosden targets are Sandown, Newbury and 

Newmarket (Rowley Mile). Combining these three tracks sees the following results: 

 

 
 

That is our angle and it is quite straight forward: 

 

 
 

System: John Gosden runners aged 2yo to 5yo sent off at 16/1 or shorter in class 1, 2, 3 

and 4 non-handicap races at Newbury, Sandown and Newmarket in April. 

 

 



Charlie Appleby 
 

Our final trainer to watch out for in April is Charlie Appleby.  

 

He usually keeps his string ticking over on the AW during the winter months and that 

translates into a good start to the flat season proper in April.  

 

Since 2014 he has sent out 30 winners from 123 runners in April at a strike rate of 24% 

and returned a profit of £45.05 at Betfair SP. 29 of the 30 winners were aged 2yo to 4yo 

and all 29 were sent off at odds of 14/1 or shorter at industry SP. 

 

Winners have come across all race distances from sprint trips to middle distances and 

staying races. There is no real difference between the handicappers and non-

handicappers and he has sent out winners in all race classes, from Class 1 down to Class 

5.  

 

Again, what we can do is look at the tracks and meeting that he targets early doors (as 

we did for John Gosden) and this time we find that the April meetings at Doncaster, 

Newmarket (Rowley Mile) and Newbury are the ones where he does best of all.  

 

By concentrating on these tracks, we lose a few winners along the way, but we boost 

out ROI to over 100%. This subset off runners went 7-15 last April, so hopefully we can 

have more of the same this time around. 

 

 

 
 

 



System: Charlie Appleby runners aged 2yo to 4yo sent off at 14/1 or shorter at 

Newbury, Doncaster and Newmarket in April. 

 

If you'd like to bet alongside Dr Nick at all the big meetings this year, check out his Big 

Race Tips service which made 692 points profit since January 2016 - Click Here. 
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Aintree Racecourse: The Home of the 

Grand National - Part II 
 

This is the second of our two part look at Aintree racecourse, the home of the world’s 

most famous horse race the “Grand National”. In part one; we looked at track’s location 

and its special history. In this part we focus on two of the big races to be held at the 

upcoming Randox Grand National Festival, as well as highlighting some significant 

track stats. However, let’s begin by looking at the tracks layout. 

Track Configuration 
 

The Grand National course is almost triangular in shape as can be seen on the map 

below. 

 
An alternative map can be viewed on the Racing Post here. 

 

https://www.racingpost.com/profile/course/32/aintree/course-map


On the inner of the National course is the Mildmay course.  

 

The majority of the races run at Aintree are actually run on this course. The Mildmay 

fences are much easier to jump than the National ones but they are still considered to be 

tougher than fences at many other jumps courses. The course is fairly sharp in nature. 

 

Both courses are flat and you have to have a horse that travels well into its races and can 

get into a good jumping rhythm from the off. The longer a horse is on the bridle, 

particularly on the National course the better its chance of winning its race. 

 

Jumping the last, horses face one of the longest run-ins to the winning post in racing. 

The famous ‘elbow’ and the run to the winning post have enabled many a dramatic 

finish which has changed the whole complexion of a race. 

 

Aintree also has a separate hurdle course which can be seen here. 

Aintree Stats 
 

Here are a few interesting trainer track stats, that will hopefully enable you to identify 

some winners at Aintree for the Grand National Meeting and the other fixtures at the 

track throughout the rest of the year. 

 

Let’s begin by looking at some general stats including favourite stats at the course since 

2014. 

 

The stats below are from Jan 1st 2014 to the time of writing (10/03/19) and cover all 

jumps meetings at the course. Once again, I am using the ever useful 

www.horseracebase.com for the stats. 

 

The results below contain 279 winners from 3139 runners. 

General Stats: 

 

Top 3 in the betting provided 68% winners from 28% of the total runners 

Top four last time out provided 61% of the total winners from 55% of the total runners. 

Fate of Favourites 

Now let’s look at the fate of the favourites. 

 

On average favourites, including Joint & Co favs, win about 35% of all National Hunt 

races.  

 

https://images.racingpost.com/course_maps/large/aintreeh.jpg
https://www.magcastapp.com/www.horseracebase.com


How have favourites fared at Aintree in the period under research? 

 

All Favourites have produced: 

 88 winners from 305 runners 29% -33.39 A/E 0.93 159 placed 52% 

Breaking those results down into non-handicaps and handicaps and looking at last time 

out placings: 

 Non -Handicaps – 50 winners from 140 runners 36% -19.48 A/E 0.90 80 placed 

57% 

 Handicaps – 38 winners from 168 runners 23% -13.91 A/E 0.97 79 placed 48% 

Favourites that won their last race have produced – 27 winners from 110 runners 25% -

43.31 A/E 0.72 49 placed 45%. 

 

Favourites that had finished outside the top four on their last start produced – 35 

winners from 89 runners 40% +38.37 A/E 1.38 54 placed 61%. 

 

The competitive nature of racing at Aintree means that favourite backers have struggled, 

performing well below the average for favourite winners. 

 

Indeed, compare the fate of favourites with Uttoxeter which has the favourite winning 

38% of the time. At Uttoxeter last time out winners who were favourite for the race 

have been profitable to follow but at Aintree it’s very much the reverse and are 

performing 28% below market expectations. 

 

Once again, the only positive stat for favourite backers is with favourites who finished 

outside of the first four on their last run. 

Trainers & Favourites 

 

If you’re a favourite backer, then the best performing trainers when the money is down 

are: 

 

 
 



Trainer Stats and Angles 

 

Given the Grand National meeting is not far away, I am going to split the trainer stats 

into two parts. The first group are for all meetings at the racecourse since 2014. The 

second group are the top trainers at the Grand National Festival only. 

 

Let’s begin by looking at the top trainers numerically since the start of 2014. 

Top Trainers: All Meetings 

 
 

And then the record of the top trainers at the Grand National Festival only. 

 

Top Trainers: Grand National Festival 

 
 

Nicky Henderson top’s both winners’ tables.  

 

Whilst the eye-catching results have come from the Colin Tizzard’s stable who have 

had 12 winners at Aintree since the start of 2014 with 11 of them coming at the Grand 

National Meeting. 

 

Here is the breakdown of his record per year. 

 

 
 

Last year wasn’t as good as the three previous Aintree Festival’s but even backing all 

his runners blind was profitable. 

 

If you concentrate on his runners that had between four to seven runs in the season, in 

all races but handicap hurdles, they produced: 

 

10 winners from 27 runners 37% +111.94 A/E 2.58 15 placed 56% (each way 

+141.53). 



System: Back Colin Tizzard trained runners at the Aintree Grand National Festival, 

who had run between four and seven times that season in all races, excluding handicap 

hurdles. 

Aintree Grand National Festival: Big Races 
 

The two races that I am highlighting are the Topham Chase and the Grand National. 

The Randox Health Topham Steeple Chase (Grade 3) – 2m 5f 

 

First run in 1949 the Topham Handicap Chase has become one of three races run over 

the Grand National Fences at the Aintree Festival, the other two races being the Fox 

Hunters Chase (amateur jockeys) and of course the Grand National itself. 

 

Ultragold, trained by Colin Tizzard, has won the last two renewals of the race and looks 

likley to bid for the hat trick this year.  

 

If he was to win the race again, he would match the record of Always Waining who won 

the race three times in 2010. 2011 & 2012.  

 

Another notable hat trick in the race was Nicky Henderson who won the race between 

2013 & 2015 with three different horses. 

Trends 

What sort of horse wins the race?  

 

Looking at the trends since 2008. Nine of the last eleven winners, or 82 % of winners 

from 24% of the total runners shared the following traits: 

 Official Rating: 132+ 

 Days Since Last Run: 6 to 30 

 Runs In Season: 4 to 8 

 Last Time Out Placing: Not First 

 

 

 

 



The Randox Health - Grand National - Steeple Chase (4m 2 ½ f) 

 

Not only is it arguably the most famous horse race in the world but it also provides one 

of the biggest tests for horse and jockey as they negotiate two circuits of The Grand 

National course. 

Trends 

The race has changed in recent years the fences are not as demanding and the race 

distance has been shortened. Still it takes a special horse to win the race. But what sort 

of horse wins this unique test?  

 

Ten of the last eleven winners of the race or 91% of the winners from just 27% of the 

total runners shared the following: 

 Horses Age: 8yo to 11yo 

 Maximum Distance Won: 3m 1f + 

 Runs In 90 Days: 1 to 3 

 Handicap Chase Wins: 1 to 3 

The next stop in this tour of British racecourses moves across the North of England to 

Yorkshire and one of my local tracks Pontefract. 

 

Until next month. 

John 
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April Acorns: Trainers and Favourites 
I am writing this just after the end of the 2019 Cheltenham Festival, and another NH 

jumps season is coming to an end,  but there’s still time for the Aintree Grand National 

Festival and over the Irish Sea the Punchestown Festival. 

 

It’s been a strange winter; it’s been drier than normal and milder than normal. The 

occasions when heavy has been in the going description have been few and far between 

on both sides of the Irish Sea. 

 

April also sees the new flat turf season start to kick into gear and with the Craven and 

Greenham Meetings and of course with both meetings the Guineas Trials. 

 

After the last two months focusing on the Cheltenham Festival this month’s Acorns 

article switches its attention to the flat. 

 

The focus this month is on favourites and those trainers who excel when the money is 

down. 

 

As ever the excellent www.horseracebase.com with its mine of detailed information and 

stats is the starting point for this month’s investigation. 

 

https://www.magcastapp.com/www.horseracebase.com


The Right Favourite 
 

The favourite in a race is the horse that has received the most bets and the most money 

placed on them. When the favourite loses generally the bookmakers win and win big! 

 

We all know that favourites win more races than non favourites and that the bookies 

don’t often get it wrong. Now I know plenty of punters don’t like backing favourites, 

but there’s money to be made by backing favourites that’s for sure. 

 

The key of course is backing the right favourites.  

 

All fairly obvious stuff of course’ I’m not telling you anything you don’t really know. 

We all want to back the right favourites and avoid the ‘false’ favourites. 

 

Looking at the 2018 Flat turf season, favourites won almost 33% of all races in Britain 

& Ireland. Now this also means two-thirds of favourites didn’t win. 

 

Now what’s good about the favourite stat is how reliable and consistent it is year on 

year. 

 

 
 

Now let’s have a look at handicap races only: 

 

Since 2014 favourites have won an average of 31% of all flat races. 

 

Now breaking those figures down further and looking at the fate of the favourites in 

non-handicap & handicap races: 

 

 
 

Now I prefer betting in handicaps, but as you can see favourites in handicaps don’t do 

as well as they do in non-handicap races. Granted favourites in such races are winning 1 

in 4 races but 3 out of 4 are losing. 

 

So, is there a way to turn these reliable figures to our advantage? I think there is and 

once again it with those “creatures of habit” the trainer. 



Trainers and Favourites 
Concentrating on all flat turf races. Here are the most successful trainers when the 

money is down. 

Favourites: Last Time Out Winners 

Since the start of 2014, favourites that had won their last race have produced the 

following set of results. 

 

 
 

Looking at the top three trainers in terms of number of winners. 

 

 
 
John Gosden not only tops the trainer table in terms of number of winners but also such 

runners are going off at value price. 

 

Those of his runners that ran in a non-handicap race on their last start are: 

 

 
 

 
System: Back John Gosden flat turf favourites, in all race types and won their last race 

(non-handicap). 

 



Favourites: Finishing Outside First Three on Last Start 

 

Favourites who finished outside the first three on their last start have produced the 

following set of results. 

 

 
Roger Varian is performing better than most trainers with favourites that finished 

outside the places on their previous start. 

 

 
That record improves further if you concentrate on such qualifiers running in Class 3 

races or lower. 

 

 
 

System: Back Roger Varian flat turf favourites that finished out the first three on their 

last run and are running in Class 3 races or lower. 

Favourites: Flat Turf Handicaps 

Switching our attention to handicaps and those trainers who excel with favourites in 

such races. 

 

All the trainers below have had a minimum of 25 handicap race favourites in the period 

under research and crucially have Actual versus Expected (A/E) of at least 1.20. 

 

 



This group of trainers are all doing better than the average.  

 

Now let’s look at those trainers who don’t produce the goods when the money is down. 

 

Once again, I have looked at trainers with a minimum of 25 handicap races favourites and have 

limited to those trainers whose A/E is 0.69 and lower. 

 

 
 

There’s plenty potential for those of you who are layers among this group of trainers. 

 

Now I am more interested in backing than laying so back to the first group of trainers.  

 

Can we improve those trainer stats even more?  

 

Here are five who look set to be profitable again during the 2019 Flat Turf season. 

 



Ian Williams & Handicap Favourites 

 

The stand out trainer is Ian Williams.  

 

Not only do his favourites win almost 42% of their races but they also offer punters 

some great value in the process, as they have been outperforming market expectations 

by 47%. 

 

 
 

You can back the trainer’s handicap favourites blind and make a profit. However, is 

there a way to improve it further? Well you can by focusing in on his runners who ran 

in a handicap last time out and where not switching from the all-weather to turf. 

 

Such qualifiers have produced the following set of results: 

 

42 winners from 90 runners 47% +69.61 A/E 1.64 65 placed 72%. 

 

System: Back Ian Williams flat turf favourites in handicap races, that ran in a handicap 

on their last start but not on the all-weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Joseph O’Brien & Favourites 

The next trainer to come under the microscope is Joseph O’Brien. 

 

 
 

His handicap favourites are winning 35% of their races and outperforming market 

expectations by 27%. 

 

If we dig a little further, we can improve on those results by adding a couple of filters: 

 Horses Age: 3+ 

 Last time Out Placing: First Three 

These qualifiers have produced 27 winners from 64 runners 42% +34.51 A/e 1.44 

46 placed 75%. 

 

Not bad set of results for backing his favourites in handicap races. 

 

System: Back Joseph O’Brien flat turf favourites in handicap races, aged 3+ and 

finished in the first three on their last run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chris Wall & Favourites 

 

Our third trainer is Chris Wall. 

 

 
 

His handicap favourites are out performing market expectations by 37% and winning 

40% of their races. 

 

Those impressive figures can be improved by just looking at those of his runners with 

the following: 

 Last Time Out Placing: First Three 

 Days Since Last Run: 11 to 30 days 

 

These qualifiers have produced the following results: 

 

23 winners from 38 runners 61% +38.05 A/E 1.84 27 placed 71%. 

 

System: Back Chris Wall flat turf favourites in handicap races, that finished in the first 

three last time and are running between 11 to 30 days since their last start. 

 

 

 

 

 



Nigel Tinkler & Favourites 

 
 

Nigel Tinkler starts from a low base with a win strike rate of just under 32% but his 

handicap favourites are still performing 23% above market expectations. 

 

By digging further, we can improve the win strike rate.  

 

His favourites returning within 15-days of their last run have produced: 

 

 
And if you concentrate on his 2yo, 3yo & 4yo’s only has produced the following 

results: 

 

20 winners from 36 runners 56% +40.71 A/E 2.02 24 placed 67%. 

 

System: Back Nigel Tinkler flat turf favourites in handicap races that were running 

within 15-days of their last run and are 2yo’s, 3yo’s or 4yos’s. 



Rod Millman 

The final trainer in this group is Rod Millman. 

 

 
 

His win record with handicap favourites is a healthy 35%. But how can we improve it 

further? 

 

 
 

It looks like we need to focus on his younger horses, those favourites aged 2 or 3 

winning are 50% of their races. 

 

System: Back Rod Millman flat turf favourites in handicap races that are 2yo’s or 

3yo’s. 

 

It is important to remember that there won’t be many qualifiers during the season so 

there may well be too few bets for you, depending on your betting strategy.  



Like many such methods, the above figures are based on historical data and whilst 

history has a good habit of repeating itself, it often doesn’t. 

 

Until next month. 
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Ten Year Trends: Sorting out the "Wheat 

from the Chaff" - Part III 
This is the final of a three-part series looking at using ten years trends in your betting. 

 

Last year I wrote an article on the “less is more approach”. In that I highlighted that 

studies had shown that more variables you use doesn’t mean you become a more 

successful punter. The optimum number of variables you need to use are five. 

 

The key is to sort out the “wheat from the chaff” and sort out the useful variables from 

the unhelpful. 

 

In part one, I looked at the use of statistics in general and relevance regarding betting on 

horses.  

 

Last month’s article discussed the use of ten-year trends in relation to favourites and 

how favourite trends can be successfully utilised when you are working with a decent 

sample size. 

 

In this final part, I’m focusing on the use of ten-year trends when it comes to profiling a 

big race.  

 

As promised, I will take you through step by step how I approach the use of the trends 

in shortlisting contenders for a big race. 



Big Race Trends: My Approach 
When looking at using trends to analyse a big race. The key remains to sort the relevant 

from the irrelevant trends. 

 

Now the more trends you use the more likely “backfitting” will come into play. I am not 

a fan of the word I much prefer to use the word “overfitting”. In the main because by its 

very nature if you are using historic trends to look at a race you are to some extent 

“backfitting”. I don’t think there is any way you can avoid it. 

Finding The Relevant Trends 

 

The “less is more” approach is also very relevant when it comes to trending a race. I 

find the more trends that you use the less accurate the trends are likely to be. If you find 

that you can’t narrow down the field to four or five trends, then maybe that race isn’t 

one to be looking to have a bet in. 

 

How do you find the most relevant or important trends for a big race?  

 

It’s a good question and it’s probably the hardest thing to learn when it comes to 

trending a big race.  

 

For some races the horses age or its Official Rating (OR) could be a significant trend. In 

other races it could be the days since last run or it could be last time out placing, or even 

the draw although the latter trend is only relevant to flat racing. 

 

The Grand National, the Lincoln Handicap, The Chester Cup, The Ebor and 

Cambridgeshire all lend themselves well to ten-year trends analysis. All these races 

have been going for many years, they have large fields and thus a reliable sample size. 

 

Arguably the most important aspect of trends analysis is that they can reveal elements 

that you may not have found by more normal methods of race analysis. Maybe a race 

favours younger or less experienced handicappers or higher weighted runners. Such 

information would be an essential element of assessment of the runners in a race. 

 

The best way to explain my trending race analysis is by showing it you it in action. To 

do this I have chosen two different races, so you can see what trends I believe are the 

most relevant to that race. 

 

The two races I have chosen are totally random, in that I haven’t done a “less is more” 

trend analysis on either race before.  

 

The first race I have chosen is the Lincoln Handicap, the first big flat handicap of the 

season and the second race is the Scottish Grand National at Ayr. 



As ever the ever reliable www.horseracebase.com is my guide when looking at the 

trends for big races. 

The Lincoln Handicap 

 

The Lincoln Handicap is run over Doncaster’s straight mile and normally attracts an 

average field size of twenty runners.  

 

Here are the stats for the last ten renewals of the race. 

 

 
 

Now, I am looking to find between 3 and 5 key trends that will provide clues as to the 

type of horse that may win the Lincoln this year. 

 

So, what are the key trends?  

 

Whatever the type of race, unless it’s for say 3-year-old’s only, age is this first thing I 

look at. 

 

Age: 

 
 

The first thing we can see is that horses aged 7+ are 0 winners from 47 runners 8 

placed 17% when the expected winners should have been 2. 

 

The most successful age group in recent years are 4-year-olds with five winners or 50% 

of the winners from 22% of the runners. 

 

 

 

https://www.magcastapp.com/www.horseracebase.com


Odds SP: 

 

The next trend I will look at is Odds SP. The biggest priced winner of the Lincoln in the 

past ten years is 25/1 and the shortest is 3/1. 

 

The sweetspots in terms of odds seem to be those runners sent off between 12/1 & 25/1. 

 

 
 

Runners at such odds are performing 24% better than market expectations. 

 

Meanwhile those runners going off 28/1 & bigger are 0 winners from 59 runners 3 

placed 5%. 

 

Official Rating: 

 

 



Not much to go here but those horses with a BHA mark of 105+ are - 0 winners from 

25 runners 6 placed 24%. 

 

Handicap Wins: 

 

 
 

Runners with 4+ handicap wins are 1 winner from 76 runners 1.32% 13 placed 17% 

 

Draw: 

 

As it’s a big field race on a straight track I will look at the effect of the draw, if any. 

 

Using the draw segment tool on horseracebase we get the following: 

 

 
 

Looking at those results horse drawn closer to each rail have slightly outperformed 

those drawn in the middle two quarters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Last Race Placing: 

 

 
 

Looking at those results last time out winners are outperforming those runners who 

finished 2nd, 3rd or 4th on their last start – 2 winners from 57 runners 5 placed 9%. 

 

Days Since Last Run: 

 

Given it’s the first flat turf meeting of the year the day’s since last run trend could be 

significant one. 

 

 
 

And so, it proved, albeit not the way you might have thought.  



Now at this point it’s probably crucial to add that those results include two winners who 

had been racing out in Dubai at the Meydan Winter Carnival so had run in the previous 

151 days.  

 

In this case I would use the Meydan horses last run in Britain or Ireland. 

Lincoln Trends Verdict 

 
 

Looking at the trends. I would be happy to concentrate on runners with following traits: 

1. Horses aged 4yo to 6yo. 

2. That last raced in Britain or Ireland between 151 to 240 days ago, thus ignoring 

any runs abroad. 

3. That were sent off 25/1 or less. 

So, we have 100% of the winners sharing those three categories from just 25% of the 

total runners. 

 

There will be an average of about five qualifiers each year which can then be looked at 

and analysed using more traditional form study methods. 

The Scottish Grand National 

 

This 4m handicap chase is held each year in April.  

 

I have used this as an example of my approach because it highlights some of the key 

differences between what trends are relevant on the flat but not over jumps and what 

applies to both codes. 

 

Like the Lincoln it’s a race with a long history and one that attracts a big field. Thus, 

making it an ideal on for some trending. 



 
 

If you had backed all 268 runners, you would have shown a loss to SP of £80 to a £1 

stake.  

 

As with the Lincoln what we need to narrow down the number of bets but at the same 

time find a high percentage of the previous 10 winners. 

 

In the latter case I am looking to keep at least 80% of the total previous winners and at 

the same time cut the number of runners by at least half. 

 

Age: 

 

Once again starting with horses age. 

 

 
 

Unlike the previous race winners have come from ages 7 to 11 and there are no age 

groups that standout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Odds SP: 

 

 
 

Nothing significant here.  

 

There have been winners at 25/1, 33/1 & 40/1 and two at single figure odds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Official Ratings: 

 

 
 

Looking at the BHA mark.  

 

Runners with an OR, below 133 and above 146 are 1 winner from 91 runners 1% -72 

12 placed 13%, they could have been expected to have had 4.47 wins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Last Race Placing: 

 

 
 

Horses that finished in the top six on their last start have won eight of the last ten 

renewals but they did provide 63% of the total runners. 

 

Days Since Last Run: 

 

 
 

Again nothing too significant although 90% of the winners had run within the previous 

45-days they provided 79% of the runners. 

 

Given this is National Hunt race we don’t need to worry about the draw. 

 



Runs In Season: 

 

As the race comes at the end of the winter jumps season. It’s worth checking to see the 

importance of number of runs that season. 

 

 
 

And we can see that you don’t want runners that have had less than two runs that season 

or had seven or more. Such runners are - 0 winners from 71 runners -73 10 placed 

14%.  

 

If you had backed all those qualifiers you would have lost £71 to a £1 stake. 

 

Runs Since Last Win: 

 

 
What stands out here is that a recent win is an important factor.  

 

 



Those that had gone 5+ runs since their last win are 1 winner from 105 runners -95 15 

placed 14%. The expected number of winners should have been 4.51. 

 

Headgear: 

 

Whatever race, flat or jumps, I am trending I will always take a glance at headgear and 

it’s impact on the results. 

 

 
 

In the last ten years just one horse has worn headgear to win the race and that was 

Vicente in 2016 & 2017.  

 

Interestingly horses wearing blinker, cheekpieces or a visor are performing well below 

expectations – 0 winners from 96 runners -96 6 placed 6% - we could have expected 

such runners to have won 4 races. 

Scottish Grand National Trends Verdict 

Going by these ten-year trends you can see that the winner is most likely to: 

1. To have a BHA mark between 127 to 146. 

2. To have had between 3 or 6 runs that season. 

3. Would not be dropping back in class from their last run. 

4. And not wearing headgear or hood only. 

 

 



Using the above four filters gives us all the last ten winners of the race from just 34% of 

the total runners. 

 

You can use those filters to cut down the field to small group of contenders before 

analysing race through form, speed or whatever method you use. 

 

It’s very simple, yet powerful, approach! And it’s one that I have been using to good 

effect at this years Cheltenham Festival. 

 

In summary: Ten-year trends are a fantastic tool to use when it comes to looking at big 

races either handicap or non-handicap. Using the “less is more” approach to trends 

analysis is key to improving your betting. You really don’t need to be using lots of 

filters. Indeed, the more filters you use the more confusing the analysis and the less 

reliable the trends become. 

 

Well I hope you have enjoyed this short series on ten-year trends and their usefulness to 

your betting. 

 

Until next time! 

John 
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A Q and A with Graham Laurie of Cash 

Master 
 

Hi Graham, and many thanks for joining us this month, first off would you start 

by telling our readers a little about yourself and your background? 

 

I originally trained as a silversmith and had a successful business selling bespoke pieces 

around the world via international trade shows. I enjoyed a flutter on the horses too but 

when eBay started to become popular in the early 2000’s I bought a few horse racing 

systems on there, intrigued by the sales pages.  

 

They were all, inevitably, terrible. I would buy a system, test it out for a few months and 

discover it didn’t work. Occasionally, very rarely, I found one that did. 

 

In 2007 I set up Cash Master, really as a way to document my own tests and keep a 

record of them. It started with just me, buying a system, testing it out and posting the 

results. Over time, other people reading the posts started asking if I’d tested this system 

or that system and many offered to help out.  

 

Over the last 12 years there have been something like 45 different people helping out 

and it’s turned into a bit of a thing. Other review sites have popped up over the years, 

pretty much copycatting what we do, and that’s cool. 

 

https://www.cash-master.com/


I know a lot of our readers will know you from your Cash Master blog which 

started out with a heavy horse racing focus but now features a lot of alternate 

investments as well. Could you tell us how much of your own time and money now 

goes into these alternate investments as opposed to horse racing and betting 

activities? 

 

I’m in my fifties now and, as with many people in the second half of their century, I’ve 

got a bit more disposable income and my time is more valuable to me too (the less there 

is of something, the more it’s worth!).  

 

So, my focus over the last few years has been weighted towards alternate investments 

simply because I can generate returns without any time requirement, or very little time 

requirement. I do still bet on horse racing and football but I use betting bots running on 

a VPS so the bots do the work for me. I’ve deliberately geared my betting, trading and 

investment activities so that it requires very little input from me.  

 

The idea is that when I retire (if I ever get fed up doing what I’m doing) I can spend my 

days doing whatever I like and still generate a good income from these strategies. 

 

How do these alternate investments compare to returns from horse racing and 

betting activities? 

 

It depends on the investment.  

 

The best investment I ever made was getting into Bitcoin in 2015 where the returns 

knock everything else out of the water. The profits from that has been invested in 

various other crypto ventures, most of which then go on to generate equally stunning 

returns. But that’s an anomaly, a bit like investing Amazon when that started up.  

 

It’s similar to horse racing in that the risk is high but the returns are high too. The 

difference though is it’s like betting on a horse at 10,000/1 that has an evens chance of 

winning. The best value bet you’ll ever make. 

 

I’ve also invested in other higher risk business opportunities through an angel 

investment club. Again, like with horse racing, you put your money in fully prepared to 

lose it, but when they come in the returns are phenomenal. 

 

Then on the other side of the coin, I invest the vast majority of my funds in ‘relatively’ 

low risk opportunities like real estate businesses that develop properties for resale. The 

returns on those range from around 7% to 12% per year, so nothing compared to 

betting, but absolutely brilliant compared to standard savings plans. 

 

And in between the two I also do a bit of financial trading that takes very little time, a 

few minutes a month to manage, that generates around 20%-25% per year. 

https://www.cash-master.com/


Do you have any reliable alternate investments for the beginner that you 

recommend? 

 

That entirely depends on what the beginner is looking for, how much they have to 

invest and what their attitude to risk is.  

 

For me, the higher the risk, the less I invest. So for high risk cryptos I’ll start with a few 

hundred pounds, for lower risk real estate I’m happy with a few hundred thousand 

pounds. 

 

What are the pitfalls of these alternate investments, have you had failures as well 

as successes? 

 

The same as with horse racing. You could lose your investment.  

 

I only ever risk funds I’m prepared to lose and that has stood me in good stead. But, like 

with horse racing, if you are good at money management you can be out of ‘risk’ and 

playing with the bookies money soon enough.  

 

So far I have only lost on one investment, a crypto business that went into 

administration. 

 

I know you hold crypto currencies, do you foresee a day when they will replace 

what we currently see as real money, what do you think is the future of crypto 

currencies and is there an easy way for the non expert to get involved? 

 

Not in my lifetime as the banking system still controls everything. 

 

However, I do see crypto’s taking an ever increasing role over the next few years 

especially with more and more merchants accepting cryptocurrencies as payment. 

Indeed there are quite a few merchant platforms already accepting them and apps being 

created to integrate with existing EPOS systems, so merchants can accept not only fiat 

currency but also crypto’s and even gold as payment, with funds being instantly 

transformed into whatever currency the merchant prefers.  

 

I think over the next decade we’re going to see some big changes. 

 

What are the risks? 

 

At the moment it’s emerging technology, so still risky. Having said that, the current fiat 

money system is a ticking time bomb itself. Cash is not backed by anything, printed out 

of thin air, and relies on ever increasing economic growth just to balance the books.  

If everyone decided to withdraw their money from banks today they’d find that they 

couldn’t because it doesn’t exist.  



 

We saw a shake up in the banking system back in 2007/8 and I think that was just a 

tremor compared to the quake that is coming. It’s unsustainable. The irony is that 

detractors of Bitcoin and cryptos complain that it’s ‘money out of thin air’ when they’re 

happy that the pound in their pocket is safe. 

 

Would you say that you have a “typical” working day, and how would you 

describe it? 

 

I do have a routine.  

 

I get up around 8:30 and have breakfast. I’ll then read for half an hour. An actual book, 

no screens, no pads, a real book. Always non fiction (in the morning) and always 

something that I can learn from and improve my knowledge in some way. I’m currently 

reading ‘Use Your Head’ by Tony Buzan. A fascinating study of how the mind works 

and how to use it effectively. 

 

I find that the discipline of reading every morning means I’m always learning and 

improving no matter how busy I might be. 

 

After that I do a twenty minute meditation (I’m an old hippy at heart). 

 

That tends to take me to about 10am. I’ll start ‘work’ then which invariably means 

answering a few e-mails, then cracking on with the review site, reading the current 

reviews and investigating new opportunities. 

 

By 11:30 I stop and will go off to do whatever sport I’m doing that day.  

 

I play badminton twice a week, I practice Krav Maga twice a week and I have a boxing 

coach once a week. I get back around 1:30 in time for shower and lunch and so tend to 

get back to work around 2-2:30.  

 

Until a couple of years ago I would then stop around 3:15 for the school run but since 

my daughter is old enough to do that herself now I work until around 6pm and finish for 

the day. 

 

What do you think of the world of sports tipping in general and what do you think 

people are in search of when it comes to their hunt for a successful tipster? 

 

It’s a difficult business to be in I’d say.  

 

There are some really good tipsters but just because they’re good doesn’t mean they are 

for everyone. People are impatient.  



Not many bettors have the discipline to stick to a system or service over the long term, 

and they could be with a tipster for five profitable months and then as soon as that 

tipster has a bad month or two, they’ll quit and move onto the next shiny thing. 

 

This isn’t a criticism. It’s human nature.  

 

A lot of tipsters are rubbish and you’d be sensible to quit those as soon as you can. The 

problem is knowing if the tipster is any good or not, and that’s where review sites are 

very useful. But even then, past performance never guarantees future performance, it’s 

only a guide.  

 

A tipster can have an astonishing year, everyone jumps on board then he can’t pick a 

winner for months. I’ve seen this many times over the years. 

 

So the trick is finding the right tipster for the right person. 

 

Do you regularly bet yourself? What style of approach do you take to your 

betting? What do you think of staking plans, loss retrieval systems etc.? 

 

Yes, I bet every day, but using bots as that takes the effort out but also, more 

importantly takes the emotion out of it. I only check in the morning how my bets for the 

previous day went. This isn’t for everyone though.  

 

If you enjoy racing then part of the fun is choosing the horse, betting on it, watching or 

listening to the race and getting caught up in all the excitement of it. 

 

I have no interest in that any more, I just want to win money from it. It’s the numbers 

that interest me. 

 

I’m not a fan of recovery staking. It can work well so long as the method you use has a 

high strike rate and you have built in stop losses, but often a series of losses can set the 

bank back quite a bit and weeks of profits can be wiped in days. I used to use recovery 

staking a lot but now I prefer level staking, or ratcheted percent of bank staking. 

 

What attracted you to the world of horse racing and what do you enjoy most about 

the sport? 

 

It’s the numbers.  

 

You can go down a rabbit hole with the stats available on horse racing and if you’re into 

that sort of thing you can spend all morning looking at stats and deciding what should 

be a winner.  

And when you hit the winner it’s very satisfying. I used to spend quite some time doing 

this in the past. I’ve only been to the races a handful of times. 



What led you into the world of racing tipsters and what do you feel you can offer 

racing enthusiasts and punters that other tipsters can’t? 

 

I’m not a tipster.  

 

All I offer is an unbiased view of other tipsters based on hard data. If they’re profitable 

I’ll say so, if they’re not profitable I’ll say so. 

What traits do you think a good racing tipster should possess and what do you think the 

average punter is looking for from a tipping service? 

 

A good service should be transparent.  

 

One bug bear I have is when a tipster reports profits in points per month, but when you 

join you find each bet is recommended to 5 point or 10 point stakes. This is essentially 

massaging the figures.  

 

Either report results as ROI or to 1 point stakes (half a point each way), at least then you 

can get an idea of what it’s really like. I often see claims of £40,000 profit last year, but 

when you convert that to 1 point stakes, and £10 bets instead of £200 bets, it turns out to 

be something like £400 profit. 

 

Even if you do stake £200 per bet, if you can see the figures as they really are it helps 

you decide if that service is for you. 

 

Consistency is important too. I’d rather be on a service that makes 10 points a month 

rather than one that makes 50 points one month and loses 40 points the next month.  

 

But that’s me. You might like a rollercoaster ride. 

 

New and old punters alike can struggle to make a success of their betting. If you 

could give them just one piece of advice to improve their profitability what would 

it be? 

 

Discipline.  

 

Often bettors start a system or service and it goes well for a while so they increase their 

stakes quickly, hoping to cash in on the ‘winning run’. Inevitably it’ll hit a losing streak 

and all previous profits are wiped out and losses accrue. This is just ridiculous. Choose 

a staking plan and stick to it. If you struggle with discipline, use a bot. It’ll do it all for 

you and take the greed monster away. 

 

 

 

 



What would you consider to be a highlight of your racing experience to date? Do 

you have any personal racing / betting experiences which when reflecting back 

brings a smile, or for that matter any which bring a grimace; you can share with 

our readers? 

 

I once had £200 on a nag at 20/1. It was a ‘stable gamble’. I don’t usually pay attention 

to those but this came from a trusted source and I thought what the hell. It won. I can’t 

even remember what it was called. 

 

I also lost £10K in four days following an automated Forex trading service. That 

smarted... 

 

What about the gambling industry, is there anything you like to see changed 

there? Many website forums are full of criticisms of the bookmakers and their 

treatment of their customers? Is this something you have an opinion on? 

 

I’ve had all my accounts gubbed and I think it’s a shameful practice.  

 

Back in the day bookies used to make a book. They used skill to determine the odds and 

create the book so that their 1%-3% overround on each race meant they made a profit 

and punters either won or lost depending on their own luck and skills. 

 

They got greedy and lazy. Their marketing budgets are huge and they’re only interested 

in getting as many people in and betting as possible. If you show any level of 

experience, perhaps betting on value horses, you’ll get flagged really quickly and they 

either restrict your bets to less than a fiver, or close your account completely. 

 

Many of us have had to move over to Betfair, but obviously it’s harder to get value bets 

on Betfair as the market is genuine and more mature. 

 

What do you do to relax and unwind? What interests have you outside the world of 

horse racing? 

 

I love live music. I probably go to 15-20 gigs a year and spend a small fortune seeing 

bands I love, music festivals too. 

 

I also love travel. I travel somewhere new at least three times a year, my record being 

seven different destinations in one year, including weekend breaks.  

 

The most beautiful place I’ve been to date is Iceland in the winter, to see the Northern 

Lights. It’s the most astonishingly beautiful landscape that quite literally bought a tear 

to my eye after climbing a small hill to reveal a glacier frozen in between two 

mountains.  

 



Second to that would have to be when I drove from Lake Tahoe in California down to 

Yosemite National Park.  

 

Jaw dropping scenery pretty much all the way down.  

 

Boating up the Mekong river in Vietnam was pretty special too. 
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Product Reviews 
 

There is always that quiet time after Cheltenham, but we suspect that there will be a 

number of new services on the horizon as we step in to the Turf Flat Season. In the 

meantime here is where we are at. 

 

 
Cost: £1.00 first 14 days then £39.99 per month thereafter. 

 

The Trial: With just 2 nice priced winners from the latest 40 selections sadly these 

were not enough to see us in profit, with a resultant loss for the month of 31 points. 

 

With 21 winners from 252 selections overall we did return a healthy profit however in 

excess of 100 points. 

 

If you like the big priced winners then this service certainly finds them, but be prepared 

for the losing runs which come hand in hand.  



Some of the losing runs have surpassed 30 losers on the bounce which can be hard for 

many to swallow. 

 

Conclusion: Winners are winners and the overall result has been excellent, but there is 

the caveat of long losing runs a possibility. 

 

OCP Offer - Russell Blair Racing have agreed to give readers of On Course Profits a 

free one month trial of the Russell Blair service - Click Here to Register. 

 

 
Cost: £40.00 + Vat Monthly / £75.00 + VAT Quarterly 

 

The Trial: Well, our review for Footie Flutters has no come to an end and sadly they 

added to their losses during their final month. Just 4 winners from 14 selections. 

 

Conclusion: We continue the search for a reliable football service. If interested though 

you can find out more here. 

 

 
Cost: £3.79 Introductory first month offer then £14.95 per month thereafter or £29.95 

quarterly. 

 

The Trial: The service was even more selective this latest month than they had been 

previously, but the selective approach reaped 8 winners from 9 selections! 

 

http://www.oncourseprofits.com/4r7r
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/view/414


Okay all but one was odds on and the profit for the month was a shade less than 10 

points. 

 

Sadly this was not enough to see us running to bank our profits as overall, after 3 

months we were just over 2 points to the positive. 

 

Conclusion: Take in to account your subscriptions and you would likely be in the red. 

 

 
Cost: £29.99 per month / £74.99 per quarter – 14 day money back guarantee. 

 

The Trial: This is proving a difficult service to monitor. 

 

We began with 5 or 6 bets per day and a multiple bet ranging from doubles up to a 

Heinz. 

 

By the end of the first month we were showing a loss to the advised prices of 12 points 

and just over 13 points to prices we managed to obtain, so not a massive differential. 

 

As the month closed the multiple bets dropped off and as we entered in to the next 

month the number of bets increased to the point that on one Saturday we had 17 bets. A 

combination of a couple of nice priced winners combined with increased stakes saw us 

head in to profit.  

 

For February staking reached 120 pts, but is already at 40 pts by 3rd March. 

I will continue to monitor, but the number of bets and therefor the stakes required worry 

me. 

 

Conclusion: Staking on this service is heavy and you will need a healthy bank to play 

with (month 1 = 120 points).You can find out more here. 
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Tipster Top Ten 
 

The latest month appears to have been a really tough one for the tipsters and punters 

alike, and for many poor results have led to a dramatic slide out of the table. 

 

We are sure that they will be back soon once the new flat turf seasons starts… 

 

Our Tipster Top Ten results are based on Advised Stakes and use Best Odds 

Guaranteed for the last 90 days at the time of writing. 

 

1. Rupa Tipster – SR 12% ROI 73% 

Still scaling the dizzy heights in terms of ROI is Rupa Tipster, but the high ROI comes 

with those infamous long losing runs. But if you like the big priced winners such as 

Thresholdofadream (20/1) and have the patience to wait for the bet to land, this service 

may be for you. 

Find out more about the service here. 

 

2. SVB Tips – SR 28% ROI 56% 

SVB Tips started in the New Year and has been returning steady profits with February 

being a bumper month and recent profitable winners such as Beau Warrior (4/1), Cuban 

Hope (4/1) together with National Hockey League bets! They say variety is the spice of 

life, so rather than just concentrating on horse racing this service mixes it up with a 

variety of other sports. 

Find out more about the service here. 

https://tipstrr.com/tipster/rupa-tipster/?ref-a=bluedel
https://tipstrr.com/tipster/SVB-Tips/?ref-a=bluedel


3. The Winning Line – SR 30% ROI 52% 

Another realtively new service which saw its induction at the back end of last year. The 

early part of this year has been a stormer and March has got off to much the same vein 

with winners including Beware The Bear (14/1) , Klassical Dream (6/1) and Espoire de 

Loire (13/2). 

Find out more about the service here. 

 

4. RaceMSTR1086 – SR 24% ROI 47% 

Good to see that RaceMSTR1086 is still in the table this month, albeit SR and ROI are 

slightly down on last month. There is still plenty of room in the prices accrued to date 

but therein often lays the problem, joining a service on the crest of a wave. Let’s hope 

that the wave is a gentle one and not of tidal proportions. 

Find out more about the service here. 

 

5. Unity Racing Club – SR 19% ROI 36% 

Averaging 30 points profit per month over the last three we cannot fault the returns with 

a healthy 36% ROI. Admittedly most of the profit came from the first 30 days of the 

period but after a minor glitch the new month has turned back to profits with winners 

such as Hey Bob (10/1) and Mr Potter (14/1). 

Find out more about the service here. 

 

6. Lucky 7Naps – SR 23% ROI 28% 

Well the naps continue to deliver returns with steady shorter priced selections such as 

Unforgiving Minute (11/4) Sir Jack Yeats (2/1) and Merchant of Venice (2/1). The 

prices really don’t matter; the key is the strike rate. As long as the strike rate is good 

enough the prices can generate a profit, though currently the strike rate looks as though 

it could do with a little improvement if profits are to continue. 

Find out more about the service here. 

 

7. Value Horse Tips – SR 29% ROI 27% 

Still offering selective tips with around 5-6 tips a week March has proven a difficult one 

for this service. We will wait to see if the month closes on a high. 

Find out more about the service here. 

 

8. Jacks of Surrey – SR 25% ROI 19% 

Following the amazing success at the end of last year and the beginning of 2019, 

February losses tore into the January profits, but things have turned around again on the 

trend is still onwards and upwards. 

Find out more about the service here. 

 

 

 

 

https://tipstrr.com/tipster/the-winning-line/?ref-a=bluedel
https://tipstrr.com/tipster/racemstr1086/?ref-a=bluedel
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/view/310
http://hop.betfanplus.com/10099/0/view/34
https://tipstrr.com/tipster/value-horse-tips/?ref-a=bluedel
https://tipstrr.com/tipster/jacksofsurrey/?ref-a=bluedel


9. Value Wins – SR 13% ROI 16% 

We have seen Value Wins several times over the past few months and we are sure we 

will continue to see them. Just one winner in the first half of this month… but one bad 

month does not turn it into a bad service. 

Find out more about the service here. 

 

10. The Champagne Kid – SR 20% ROI 14% 

A significant fall in the ROI from last month’s 28% suggests that the latest month has 

been a tough one for The Champagne Kid as it has for many. March got off to a great 

start with a 12/1 winner in San Benedeto but the early part of the month saw a dip in to 

the red before turning things back to the positive thanks to a couple of winners in Defi 

Du Seiul (3/1) and Tyencastle Park (100/30). 

Find out more about the service here. 
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