
 

      

 

The Times of India’s The Speaking Tree: 
Geh über Geschichte hinaus … für ein bedeutungsvolles Leben 

 

We have never been concerned with 
history in India. We concern ourselves only 
with that which is meaningful. Concern 
with death is beyond history, all that is 
meaningful is beyond history, so history 
became meaningless to us. So India, the 
Indian mind, became non-historic. It is only 
with Christianity that history became 
meaningful. Because a time concept, a 
linear time concept, came into existence. If 
time progresses linearly, in a line, no event 
is repeatable. History cannot repeat itself 
because the past goes out of existence. The 

line is always going forward. The Indic concept of time is circular. It does not 
progress in a line. It is always circular, coming back to itself. That is why, in India, the 
wheel symbolises time. The wheel of the Indian flag is the Buddhist concept of time. 
We call the world samsara. The word ‘samsara’ means ‘the wheel’ — that which 
comes back again and again. Every event returns in infinite repetition. It has been 
before, it will be again. Only the unrepeatable, the unique, becomes historic. 
 
To Christians, Jesus is a historic personality. He cannot be repeated. But for Indians, 
Rama is not a historic personality. Rama will be repeated in every age. In the same 
way, tirthankaras are not historic for Jainas. They appear in every age. So no event is 
particular and individual and worth recording. To record it makes no sense. A person 
who has moved into an inner evolution may appear in history, but the moment of 
his realisation is a spiritual phenomenon. When it happens, he is beyond history. 
That is why no record has been maintained of when Krishna was born or when he 
died. It makes no sense to us to record it. The date itself is meaningless because the 
date is part of history, of time, and the person himself is beyond time. In whatever 
way the record of the happening is maintained, it is meaningless because it cannot 
record that which is worth recording. In the west, because of the linear concept of  

 



 

time and because there is so much obsession with temporal events, they have 
maintained very accurate records. But now the gap is beginning to be felt. 
 
The record is accurate, but something is missing. We know when Christ was born 
and we know when he died, but we still do not know who Christ is, what this 
phenomenon of christhood is. The phenomenon itself escapes us. We know the 
moment; the phenomenon itself is beyond time. In India, neither Krishna, the 
Buddha nor Mahavira were crucified, not because their teachings were less 
revolutionary than Jesus’, but because we knew that they were not talking about 
this world. We understood that their words were meant for something that is not of 
this world. If they said, “I am the king,” we knew what they meant. The western 
attitude is still timeobsessed. There are reasons behind it. Because the concept of 
rebirth never became prevalent. The concept of rebirth is the reason why the east 
could conceive of history in a circular dimension…. With an infinite opening toward 
the future, with an infinite possibility of repetition, a historic sense cannot exist. 
With the concept that death is just temporary — just a phase and not the end — 
history cannot exist. Abridged from The Eternal Quest, Osho Times International, 
courtesy Osho International Foundation, www.osho.com  
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