
 

 

Aizuri Quartet REVISED 20-21 Season 
 
 

Program: “Expanse” 
 
 
Tom Morrison (b. 1992): Sea Change (2018) (10 mins) 
 
Eleanor Alberga (b. 1949): String Quartet No. 1 (1993) (21 mins) 
 
 I. Détaché et martellato e zehr lebhaft und swing it man.  
 II. Espressivo, with wonder and yearning.  
 III. Frantically driven yet playful 
 
Intermission 
 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827): String Quartet No. 12 in E-flat Major, Op. 127 (1825) 
(38 mins) 
 
 I. Maestoso - Allegro 
 II. Adagio, ma non troppo e molto cantabile 
 III. Scherzando vivace - Presto 
 IV. Finale 
 
About the Program  
 
Within each of these three works is a feeling of expanse, an opening up of the music, as 
if the composer were standing on the edge of a cliff looking out over a broad new 
terrain. Morrison, Alberga and Beethoven tackle life’s greatest existential questions - 
they zoom out of the personal, the local, and the quotidian, and instead wrestle with 
climate change, with outer space, and with the meaning of life. Though there is much 
existential angst in these works, there is also profound beauty and wisdom.  
 
Morrison’s Sea Change, a work premiered by the Aizuri Quartet in 2018, draws 
inspiration from the vastness of the arctic tundra and the perils of climate change. 
Morrison writes, “Sea Change was inspired by three images in Liza Ryan’s ‘Antarctica’ 
series. Ryan’s photos, taken in 2016 and then slightly altered for two years, ‘summon the 
terrible beauty of Antarctica’ […]. The photos confront my own personal climate 
change anxieties and make my day-to-day world seem so banal. Ryan’s images 
provoke a certain awe from the juxtaposition of surface stillness and underlying force, 
which I tried to engage with in the music. The first movement is slow and sparse, setting 
up the surface placidness. The second movement is fast and aggressive, with a certain 
sense of anxiety and urgency. The third movement has surface motion but is stuck and 
unresolved.”  
 
Following Morrison’s musical reflection of our delicate planet, Eleanor Alberga’s String 
Quartet No. 1 launches into outer space and explores the galaxy with a sense of 
wonder and bright energy. Alberga writes, “In the case of the first quartet I was 



 

 

propelled into an intense burst of creativity by a lecture on physics. The details of this 
lecture — who gave it, where it was given, and so on— are now lost to my memory, but 
what grabbed me was the realization that all matter — including our physical bodies — 
is made of the same stuff: star dust. So the first movement might be called ‘a fugue 
without a subject,’ as particles of this stardust swirl around each other, go their separate 
ways, collide, or merge. The second movement might be described as ‘stargazing from 
outer space,’ while the finale re-establishes gravity and earthbound energy.” 
 
Following the frenzy and virtuosity of Alberga’s exploration of the universe, Beethoven’s 
String Quartet Op. 127 is full of warmth, tenderness and acceptance as he examines 
the breadth and complexity of the human condition. This is the first of his late quartets, 
representing the beginning of a profound musical shift in his work. It’s a door to the 
innovative, expansive style of his late compositions, and there is an emotional openness 
that pervades the entire length of the piece.  
 
 
 
For virtual concerts- estimated synch licensing costs for “Expanse”:  
 
Tom Morrison Sea Change $50  
Eleanor Alberga String Quartet No. 1 $105 
 
Total Synch Licensing Costs for Expanse = $155  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program: “What’s Past is Prologue” 
 
 
Hildegard von Bingen (1098-1179): Columba aspexit, arr. Alex Fortes (8 mins) 
 
Barbara Strozzi (1619-1677): L'usignuolo, arr. Alex Fortes (5 mins) 
 
Nina C. Young (b. 1984): Memento mori - Phase I  (2013) (7 mins) 
 
Barbara Strozzi (1619-1677): L'amante modesto, arr. Alex Fortes (5 mins) 
 
Gabriella Smith (b. 1991): Carrot Revolution (2015) (11 mins) 
 
Intermission  
 
Rhiannon Giddens (b.1977): At the Purchaser’s Option (2016)  (4 mins) 
 
Eleanor Alberga (b. 1949): String Quartet No. 1 (1993) (21 mins) 



 

 

 
 I. Détaché et martellato e zehr lebhaft und swing it man.  
 II. Espressivo, with wonder and yearning.  
 III. Frantically driven yet playful 
 
 
About the Program  
 
The title “What’s Past is Prologue” refers to music of the present moment that has sprung 
forth from the past. The first half features pieces from the 12th and 17th centuries - by 
Hildegard von Bingen and Barbara Strozzi respectively - paired with new music that 
draws inspiration from old music. Contemporary American composers Nina C. Young 
and Gabriella Smith reflect on the work of those who came before them (Bach, Perotin 
and traditional music) as they push the string quartet medium towards the future. 
Rhiannon Giddens makes a psychological journey into America’s troubled past with At 
the Purchaser’s Option (from her album “Freedom Highway” and arranged for string 
quartet by Jacob Garchik). The song was inspired by a 19th-century advertisement 
Giddens found for a 22-year-old female slave whose baby was also available for sale 
(“at the purchaser’s option”). Giddens, a musical historian, imagines the interior world of 
the slave whose soul is out of reach to her captors. Finally, the Jamaican, UK-based 
composer Eleanor Alberga draws inspiration from the scale and energy of the ancient, 
physical world. Her String Quartet No. 1 launches into outer space and explores the 
galaxy with brightness, virtuosity, and a sense of wonder. Alberga writes, “In the case of 
the first quartet I was propelled into an intense burst of creativity by a lecture on 
physics. The details of this lecture — who gave it, where it was given, and so on— are 
now lost to my memory, but what grabbed me was the realization that all matter — 
including our physical bodies — is made of the same stuff: star dust. So the first 
movement might be called ‘a fugue without a subject,’ as particles of this stardust swirl 
around each other, go their separate ways, collide, or merge. The second movement 
might be described as ‘stargazing from outer space,’ while the finale re-establishes 
gravity and earthbound energy.” 
 
 
For virtual concerts- synch licensing costs for “What’s Past is Prologue”  
 
Nina C. Young Memento mori $40 
Gabriella Smith Carrot Revolution $60 
Eleanor Alberga String Quartet No. 1 $105 
 
Total Synch Licensing Costs for What’s Past is Prologue = $205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Complete List of Works Available for Live and Digital/Pre-recorded Concerts in 
20-21 Season “À LA CARTE” 

 
 
Eleanor Alberga (b. 1949): String Quartet No. 1 (1993) (21 mins) 
Synch License: $105 
 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827): String Quartet No. 12 in E-flat Major, Op. 127 (1825) 
(38 mins) 
 
Hildegard von Bingen (1098-1179): Columba aspexit, arr. Alex Fortes (8 mins) 
 
Rhiannon Giddens (b.1977): At the Purchaser’s Option (2016)  (4 mins) 
 
Tom Morrison (b. 1992): Sea Change (2018) (10 mins) 
Synch License: $50 
 
Gabriella Smith (b. 1991): Carrot Revolution (2015) (11 mins) 
Synch License: $60 
 
Barbara Strozzi (1619-1677): L'usignuolo, arr. Alex Fortes (5 mins) 
 
Barbara Strozzi (1619-1677): L'amante modesto, arr. Alex Fortes (5 mins) 
 
Nina C. Young (b. 1984): Memento mori - Phase I  (2013) (7 mins) 
Synch License: $40 
 
 


