
What is American: “Family Tree”  
Building on “What is American” a programming concept originally premiered at PUBLIQuartet’s Met 
Museum Residency, PQ continues to explore the question “What is American?” through music, history 
and our own identities. This new edition asks the questions - Who is the all american family, and what do 
they sound like? Through music we explore family connections, lineage, inspiration and tradition through 
a collection of works inspired by family stories or  a familial connection.  The program will include works 
by George Walker, John Corigiliano, Vijay Iyer,  JLin, and PUBLIQuartet, as well as works by our family 
members violinist Elektra Kurtis and jazz guitarist A. Spencer Barefield.  
 
 
 
Walk with Me (Commissioned for Play USA at Carnegie Hall)  
Belonging can be a feeling of warmth. Belonging is an act of seeing and reciprocation. PUBLIQuartet 
reflects on our personal moments of belonging or non belonging; stories of being the only person of color 
in a room, or the sigh of relief when its okay to speak as yourself without worry of misunderstanding, the 
reflections on a pained family history and silence around it, or the yeee-haw’s and cheers of celebration 
when you find music that feels like your truth.  These moments are all captured in four works 
commissioned by Carnegie Hall, written for improvising string quartet by PUBLIQuartet and specifically 
and intentionally crafted to be accessible to students and teachers who are interested in learning 
improvisation. They are compositions, sprung from the feeling and ideas permeating our musical 
experiences, between the members of PUBLIQuartet and the audience who listens, reacts and 
contributes sonically.  
 
In “improv,” we say, "there is no such thing as a wrong note," as long as we are listening big and moving 
our choices forward: Our communities are one big improvisation; an informal realization of how we see 
ourselves, a celebration of the history of who we are; unveiling the possibilities of what "belongs.” 
Speaking our truths and listening to those of our friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors, near and far, 
allow human stories and possibility to be at the center of our lives. 
 
 
 
Reflections on Beauty 
PUBLIQuartet’s latest group composition, MIND THE GAP: Reflections on Beauty, honors the 
life and legacy of Madam CJ Walker: hair care industry pioneer, philanthropist, arts patron, 
political activist, and first female African-American self-made millionaire. Weaving together 
stories from Walker’s life, improvisations, and original arrangements of blues, ragtime, and jazz, 
this program follows Walker’s inspiring journey from the Mississippi Delta to St. Louis to the 
salons of the Harlem Renaissance. 
 


