Press Release 2020

Pallant House Gallery
2020 Programme Highlights

MAJOR EXHIBITION

Barnett Freedman:
Designs for Modern Britain
14 March – 14 June 2020

This will be the first major exhibition on the life and
work of Barnett Freedman (1901 – 1958), a
pioneering artist at the interface of modern art and
design in 20th-century Britain. The exhibition will trace
his life and career, from his humble beginnings in East
London to his subsequent rise to becoming one of the
UK’s most sought-after book illustrators and designers.
Featuring never-before-seen works from the Freedman
estate, the exhibition will bring together his fine art
practice with his book illustration, printmaking and
commercial projects. Highlights will include book jacket
designs for Faber & Faber and graphic designs for
clients such as the Post Office, Wedgwood, London
Transport and Guinness. The exhibition will also feature
drawings from his time as an Official War Artist during
the Second World War.

Barnett Freedman, London Transport poster, 1936,
private collection © Barnett Freedman Estate.

DISPLAY

An Outbreak of Talent: Bawden, Marx,
Ravilious and their Contemporaries
14 March – 14 June 2020

For a brief period during the 1920s, some of the most
celebrated 20th-century British artists – including
Eric Ravilious, Edward Bawden, Edward
Burra and Enid Marx – studied together at the
Royal College of Art. Despite their different
backgrounds and personalities, many formed
friendships that would last a lifetime and together
they would change the face of design in modern
Britain. Paul Nash, who taught the group between
1924 and 1925, recalled the period as an ‘outbreak of
talent’. Barnett Freedman was one of this famous
cohort and to accompany the Freedman exhibition
there will be a display of works by his peers.
Highlights of this display will include lithographs by
Eric Ravilious from the Submarine series he
produced at the Curwen Press, London, in the early
days of World War II.

Barnett Freedman, book jacket for ‘Memoirs of an
Infantry Officer’ by Siegfried Sassoon, 1941,
Manchester Metropolitan University Special
Collections © Barnett Freedman Estate.

Eric Ravilious, Commander Looking Through the
Periscope from the Submarine Series, 1940-41,
lithograph on paper. Courtesy of Pallant House
Gallery, Chichester (The Dennis Andrews and
Christopher Whelan Gift, 2008).
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EXHIBITION

Drawn to Nature:
Gilbert White and the Artists
11 March – 28 June 2020
This year marks the 300th anniversary of the birth of
Britain’s first ecologist, the pioneering “parsonnaturalist” Gilbert White (1720 – 1793). White’s
recorded observations of the flora and fauna in the
Hampshire village of Selborne formed the book for
which he is best known, The Natural History and
Antiquities of Selborne. First published in 1789,
Natural History has never been out of print since.
Featuring artworks depicting Britain’s animals, birds
and natural life by artists including Thomas
Bewick, Eric Ravilious, Clare Leighton,
Gertrude Hermes and John Piper, this
exhibition will showcase White’s enduring influence
on artistic and literary circles and celebrate Britain’s
natural life which is increasingly under threat.
Alongside, a series of contemporary illustrators and
printmakers including Angie Lewin, Mark Hearld
and Christopher Brown will create new responses to
White’s writings.

John Nash, A pair of Hoopoe Birds from ‘The
Natural History of Selborne’ (Ipswich: Limited
Editions Club, 1972), private collection © Estate of
John Nash.

MAJOR EXHIBITION

Ben Nicholson: From the Studio
4 July – 4 October 2020

The summer exhibition will showcase paintings,
reliefs, prints and drawings by one of Britain’s most
significant modern artists, Ben Nicholson (1894 –
1982), alongside his rarely seen personal possessions
and studio tools. These objects, which Nicholson
would return to for inspiration throughout his career,
will include an inscribed hammer and chisel, handmade scissors, striped and patterned mocha-ware
jugs, cut glass goblets and spanners. From the artist’s
early still life paintings, done in the traditional tabletop style, through to his abstracted works from the
1930s onwards, these objects may be seen as a vehicle
for his experimentations with form and colour. The
exhibition will also trace the artistic and personal
influences on Nicholson’s evolutionary still life style
from the 1920s to the 1970s, focusing on formative
periods such as his time with Winifred Nicholson and
with Barbara Hepworth, as well as encounters with
other Modernist greats, Pablo Picasso and Piet
Mondrian.

Eric Ravilious, The White Owl from ‘The Writings of
Gilbert White of Selborne’, ed., H.J. Massingham
(London, The Nonsuch Press, 1938), private
collection.

Ben Nicholson, 1946 (still life – cerulean), 1946, oil
on canvas over board, Pallant House Gallery,
Chichester (Kearley Bequest, through The Art Fund,
1989) © Angela Verren Taunt. All rights reserved
DACS.
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EXHIBITION

EQ Nicholson

4 July – 4 October 2020
Alongside ‘Ben Nicholson: From the Studio’, there
will be a display of works by the British painter and
textile designer EQ Nicholson (1908 – 1992). Elsie
Queen Nicholson (née Myers) was the daughter of
the writer L.H. Myers and married the architect Kit
Nicholson, brother of William Nicholson. After
studying the Batik method of textile production in
Paris, she proceeded to design acclaimed wallpapers
and rugs for Marion Dorn, E. McKnight Kauffer and
Cole & Son. In her painting, she drew inspiration
from her immediate surroundings, depicting
everyday objects such as jugs, bowls and china as well
as fruit from her garden. She would then transform
them into simplified shapes, flattened against often
patterned tables, cloths and scarves. Much of her
style was inspired by the international modernist
styles derived from Cubism, as well as Ben
Nicholson's abstract still life paintings created
around the same time.

E.Q. Nicholson, Still Life with Cornflake Packet,
c.1947, gouache and pencil on paper. Courtesy of
Pallant House Gallery, Chichester (on loan from a
private collection, 2013) © The Estate of E.Q.
Nicholson.

MAJOR EXHIBITION

Glyn Philpot
24 October 2020 – 21 February 2021
This major exhibition will be the first in over 35 years
to explore the work of British painter and sculptor,
Glyn Philpot (1884 – 1937). Philpot began his
career as a highly sought-after portrait painter,
achieving international recognition when he won the
1913 Carnegie Prize. He painted influential figures
from Siegfried Sassoon to the Duchess of
Westminster and King Fuad of Egypt. His early work,
inspired by the Pre-Raphaelites and Old Masters, led
him to be elected as one of the youngest Royal
Academicians and drew on his deeply-held Catholic
faith. His dramatic change of style in the 1930s,
abandoning tradition for the clean lines of Art Deco
modernism, led to newspaper headlines becrying he
had ‘gone Picasso’. His sensitive portrayal of young
men, often of his friends and lovers, and his
Jamaican manservant Henry Thomas, include some
of the most powerful depictions of black sitters in
Modern British art. Paintings of ballet dancers from
the Ballet Russes, circus performers and cabaret
clubs in Berlin and Paris reveal a striking modern and
international painter whose work has been
overlooked.

Glyn Philpot, Portrait of Henry Thomas, 1934-5, oil
on canvas, Pallant House Gallery, Chichester.

E.Q. Nicholson, Black Geese, 1936, fabric, Printed
by Borderline Fabrics and distributed by Rosebank
Fabrics © The Estate of E.Q. Nicholson
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NOTES TO EDITORS
Pallant House Gallery in Chichester is a leading UK
museum that stimulates new ways of thinking about
British art from 1900 to now. As well as an original
and critically-acclaimed exhibition programme and a
public programme with inclusion at its heart, the
gallery houses one of the best collections of Modern
British art in the country - all within the distinctive
setting of an 18th century townhouse and a 21st
century gallery.
pallant.org.uk

Opening Hours
Tuesday – Saturday: 10am – 5pm (excl. Thursday:
10am – 8pm)
Sundays/Bank Holidays: 11am – 5pm
Mondays: Closed
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