
10 things to do with 
a sheet of A4 paper!

Drawing Olympics
Fold paper as shown. 
Using both sides you now 
have 8 sections to draw on.
Your challenge is to draw all of 
the following. Either give 
yourself a time limit (e.g. an 
hour) to complete all eight 
tasks, or compete against 
another artist.
1. A landscape
2. A reflection
3. A shoe
4. A drawing using the hand 
you donʼt normally draw with
5. A self-portrait
6. A drawing made without 
using any lines.
7. A fruit or vegetable
8. A corner of a room

Fold paper in half, then in half again 
to get 4 quarters.

Paint a butterfly

Fold a  sheet of paper in half, then put blobs of paint 
on one side only. Fold over the other side and press.
Open up the paper to reveal a beautiful butterfly!

You can cut it out to make it look more realistic 
(donʼt forget the antennae)

Make a snowflake

Fold paper diagonally as shown, then cut along red 
dotted line to make a sqaure piece of paper.

Fold paper diagonally along dotted line as shown , 
then cut out shapes like the red shapes shown.

Unfold paper to reveal 
your snowflake!

Keep cool with a fan

Fold paper widthways in narrow strips, like 
a concertina. Staple together at one end.

Open out into a fan shape.

staple

Itʼs magic! Climb through a sheet of A4 paper
Fold paper in half as shown.
Cut along red lines up and 
down the paper, then across 
the top near the folded edge. 

Important - cut 
along folded edge.

When youʼve made 
all the cuts the 
paper will fall into a 
big loop that you 
can climb through!

Here are just a 
few  ideas of what 
you can do with a  
single sheet of A4 
paper - see what 
other ideas you 
can come up with.

Devised and drawn by Louise Bristow

IDEA: If you use black ink you can make ink 
blots and do your own Rorschach tests (and 
get your friends and family to do some too) 

Add glitter for 
a beautiful 
frosty effect

If you want a more 
decorative fan, colour 
your paper or draw a 
picture on it before 
folding it.



Build a paper airplane
Fold paper in half 
lengthways as shown.

Fold side diagonally 
along dotted line and 
do the same on the 
other side.

Fold down wing along 
dotted line, as shown.

For added flying 
power fix a small 
bit of blu-tac into 
the planeʼs nose.

Disguise yourself with a mask
Fold paper in half lengthways and 
glue together. This will make your 
mask stronger. 
Then fold your double thickness 
paper in half and draw  half a mask 
shape as shown. 
Cut out the mask and tape a length 
of elastic to each side.
You can paint and decorate it with 
feathers, sequins etc to make it look 
really effective.

Make a stencil

Draw a word or image on your paper. 
Cut it out carefully using a craft knife and 
a cutting mat to work on.

Place your stencil on the surface 
youʼre going to spray, then spray 
paint onto it. If you donʼt want to 
use spraypaint you can apply 
paint with a sponge - itʼs just 
as effective.

Important! - if youʼre 
using spray cans, use 
them outside in the 
fresh air.

Make a pop-up card

Fold paper in half as shown, then 
in quarters to make the card.

Open out the paper, then cut along 
the red dotted line using a craft knife, 
and fold along the black dotted line.

This 
gives you 
the shape 
of the 
pop-up 
card.

You can colour in the card 
to make it look like a bird 
with an open beak, or any 
other kind of creature.

Write a letter to your 
favourite artist
Iʼm sure theyʼll be really 
glad to hear from someone 
who likes their work. You 
could draw them a picture 
too.

Important! Donʼt forget to put some newspaper 
under your work so you donʼt spray everything else 
by mistake.

You can also draw 
insignia on your 
airplane, like the 
ones above, or 
make your own 
up, like those 
below.


