
Here is a selection of 
dates for the Autumn Term 

of 2014: 

French Language Trip to  Paris                         

Friday 26 September 

Prospective New Parents’ Open 

Evening                              

Thursday 02 October 

Year 7 Settling In Evening  

Wednesday 08 October  

Information Evening         

Thursday 09 October          

Year 8  and Year 9  17.30      

Year 10 and Year 11 18.30 

History Trip to Berlin            

Friday 24 October 

Year 7 Trip to High Adventure        

Monday 13 October and     

Monday 20 October 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  

Thursday 6 November   

Post 16 Open Evening      
Thursday 28 November  

Christmas Fair                     
Saturday 22 November  
10.30—1.30  

Sports Day 2014    
Pictures and Report 
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Parents’ Newsletter 

Excellence for All 

 

This academic year sees Parkside continuing its improvement and            

development for the benefit of all stakeholders. Curriculum change, new staff, 

higher aspirations and expectations, alongside strong results for students 

over the summer in GCSE / AS and A2 exams, despite the exam ‘ volatility’, 

give us strong foundations from which to move forward.  

We have high expectations of your child and do not apologise for this. We 

ask for your support in continuing to embed the skills, attitudes and moral  

values that will ultimately lead to their success and development as a positive 

member of not only our community but society in general. The partnership we 

broker together to improve attitudes to learning, attendance and even uni-

form, will go a long way to ensuring such aspirations are met.  

As usual, there will be a whole host of activities both internal and external for 

your child to participate in and we would recommend highly they take up the 

vast array of opportunities on offer to them. The newsletter will continue to 

report such successes positively and as often as is possible.  

May I take this opportunity to say that I hope every one of you; parents,     

students, staff, Governors and others in the local community will be able to 

work together in a true partnership, to impact positively on the lives of our 

young students. I, like you, continue to be both excited and enthusiastic 

about what the future holds for our children and am looking forward to being 

part of their change and success. 

 
Mr A  Taylor: Headteacher 

Macmillan Cancer Care Coffee Morning 
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On Friday 12th Septem-

ber our Post 16         

students held the first of 

their Coffee Mornings.  

This one was in aid of 

Macmillan Cancer Care.  

From contributions to 

this and the days other 

events (‘Everyone Wear 

Green’ and speed     

dating) they managed to 

raise £152.61 for the 

charity  

Dear Parents and Carers                                                                       



Thursday 9th October. Year 8 and 9 at 5.30pm, and Year 10 and 11 at 6.30pm. 

Following our recent restructure we now have three new Deputy Headteachers in school.  

Teaching and Learning  I'm absolutely delighted to take up the post of Deputy Headteacher in charge of 

Teaching and Learning.  After moving from Hipperholme and Lightcliffe in Halifax, the warm welcome 

shown by staff and students is an outstanding example of the community atmosphere that thrives within 

the school.  We have made an excellent start to the term with teachers setting very high expectations for 

all our pupils in terms of their work inside and outside the classroom. I look forward to sharing our plans 

with you at the forthcoming information evening.  Mr M. Barratt 

Curriculum and Assessment  Hello, I am the Deputy Headteacher in charge of Attainment and Curricu-

lum. My main aims for the first term are to improve the accuracy of attainment and progress data, to carry 

out an analysis of the GCSE and A level results to find out how we can improve in the future and start 

working with staff to implement a strategy to raise whole school attainment.  I have really enjoyed my first 

few weeks at Parkside and feel that the school has made an excellent start to the year, with students and 

staff showing how committed they are to learning. Ms R. Whitehead 

Pastoral and Inclusion.   My name is Mr Tague and I am the new Deputy Head for Pastoral and Inclu-

sion. I have previously been an Assistant Head for Behaviour and Safety at two schools. Parkside is a 

school with huge potential and is a very exciting place to work. In the first few weeks it’s clear to me that 

the students are very bright and want to learn and be the very best they can be. I am very much looking 

forward to working with students, parents and staff at Parkside to make sure that students fulfil their poten-

tial and leave school with as many choices as possible.   Mr B. Tague 

The Deputies, along with Mr Taylor our Headteacher will be holding an Information Evening for all parents 

with students in school.  This will be held on Thursday 9th October. Year 8 and 9 at 5.30pm, and Year 

10 and 11 at 6.30pm.  If you have students in different year groups you need only attend one session as 

the information will be the same for both groups. 

 

Senior Leadership Team and Information Evening 
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As part of the recent restructuring, three new positions have been generated. These positions add an 

extra layer to the already strong pastoral team, adding support to the non-teaching Student Support 

Leaders. They are: 

Progress Leader for Year 7 I am very pleased to be Progress Leader for our new year 7 groups. I will 

be working closely with Miss Rafferty to promote a positive start to secondary school and monitor 

attendance and attainment data. I will also work closely with our feeder primary schools and will be 

involved in next years transition.  I am thoroughly enjoying my new role and am really looking forward to 

a positive year. Mr M Cox 

Progress Leader for Year 8 and Year 9  It is a great pleasure to be the Progress Leader for two 

fantastic year groups. I will be closely monitoring attendance and attainment data to ensure all students 

within my area of responsibility are fulfilling their potential. I am thoroughly enjoying my new role and am  

looking forward to a really high achieving and positive year.  Mr H. Stevens 

Progress Leader for Year 10 and Year 11  I am delighted to have been given the opportunity to work 

with these two year groups in what are, in my opinion, the most important years they will have at 

Parkside. My aim is to ensure all these students enjoy their last few years at Parkside and are given 

every opportunity to achieve and make progress. I will work in close conjunction with the students, staff 

and parents to ensure that this happens. Mr B. Miller  

Progress Leaders 



We hold a Parents’ Forum once every term.  Parents are invited to come 

along to give their views and keep up to date with what is happening in 

school. Everyone is welcome.  If you would like to take part, or have an item 

for the agenda, please contact Majella McColgan on 01535 272752        

majella.mccolgan@parksideschool.net The next Parents’ Forum will be held 

in October   

Parents Association  The Parkside Parents’ Association is a group of par-

ents who help organize some of our fundraising events in school.  In our first 

two years we have raised over £5,000 which has been put towards the stu-

dent Reward Scheme in school.  We always need new members so if you 

would like to join us,e along to our first meeting 
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We are pleased to report that we have had a very positive start to the year, 

with an attendance record of 96.5%. To help increase standards we ask that 

all students attend school every day, unless they are ill.  Can I take this 

opportunity to remind you that if your child is ill and cannot attend school, a 

phone call to school must be made at the earliest opportunity.  A special 

mention must go to 7E as they currently hold a 100% attendance record.  

Well done and keep it up! Miss J. Ashford  Pastoral & Inclusion Manager 

 

Please check your 

c h i l d ’ s  p l a n n e r 

regularly.  It should be 

signed once a week.  It 

is now worth a positive 

referral (2 stamps!)  

Thank you 

PURPLE for Progress!  

 

 

       

In the ongoing focus that 

the school has on       

improving the progress 

and achievement of its 

pupils, each student has 

been given their own 

purple pen! The pens 

will be used by students 

when responding to their 

feedback from teachers’ 

marking and allow them 

to show greater reflection 

and improve the  under-

standing of their work.  

Mr M. Barratt  

Parents’ Forum                                             

The students' lost 

property will be displayed 

in the student centre until 

4 October.  Students 

should check here for 

lost items. 

ATTENDANCE 

Every year the Anti-Bullying 

Alliance coordinates national 

Anti-Bullying Week; a week 

where students and young 

people, schools, parents and 

carers come together with 

one aim: to stop bullying for 

all. 

This year they are calling on the school community to take action to 

stop the bullying of ALL children and young people – including        

disabled children –  research shows that they are significantly more 

likely to  experience bullying in schools and the wider community. 

This Anti-Bullying Week Parkside aims to:   

Develop student led anti-bullying initiatives and encourage inclusive attitudes 

amongst the student body: 

Educate students to recognise young people who may be particularly       

vulnerable to bullying - encouraging an inclusive approach within all          

anti-bullying education; and ensure the school community understands that 

the use of any discriminatory language is wrong and will not be tolerated and 

that using disablist language is taken as seriously as racist, sexist and ho-

mophobic language in schools.  Mr R. Johnson: Anti Bullying                 

Co Ordinator 

Anti Bullying week 18-22 November 2013 

http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week.aspx


 

 Sports day 2014  
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This year’s Sports Day took place on Friday 18th July, when Parkside 

held their own Commonwealth Games!  Each Tutor Group adopted 

the flag and colours of one of the commonwealth countries and took 

part in the opening ceremony.  The medals were presented to the 

winners by Mr Taylor our own Commonwealth Leader (Headteacher)  

The winners from each Year Group were;              

Year 7; Wales 7WJV                                                                           

Year 8; Canada 8EB                                                                        

Year 9; Barbados 9NMG                                                                   

Year 10: Malta & Nigeria 10DW & 10JHO                                          

The Overall winner was 7WJV 

There were also outstanding performances from:  YEAR 7: Matthew 

Wilson, Aaron Green, Ciaran Crabtree, Jake Church, Mark Priestly, 

Bobby Humphreys and Niamh Cater.  YEAR 8: Brooklyn Slack and 

Holly Turner.  YEAR 9: Michael Bailey, Mason Brewer and Domi 

Hinchcliffe.  YEAR 10: Joanna-Lawler Rhodes, Georgina Dawson, 

Paul Mercer, Tom Hanson and  Owen O’ Neill.  Of whom all broke the 

schools records in their individual performances.The teachers’ relay 

race had sufficient entries for two heats.  In the final the winners were 

the team from the DSP.  We would just like to say thank you to Mr 

Head and the PE department for organising such a great event! 



  Parkside Cross Country Running Club 

Training every Monday at 3.00pm 

All Years, both Girls and Boys are welcome to join 

our School Cross Country Club. We will train in the 

school grounds and local area and finish at 3.45pm.  

We will be taking part in the Keighley & Craven 

Schools Cross Country Series, so we expect most of 

our runners, what ever year they are in, to represent 

the school at the Cross Country races on the follow-

ing dates:  

Wednesday 1st October – Cliffe Castle  2.30 start 

Wednesday 12th November – Cliffe Castle – 2.00 start 

Wednesday 11th February – Parkside – 2.00 start-

Wednesday 18th March – Parkside or Silsden (Venue 

TBC) 2.30 start                                                        

Coaches :-   Mr Calderbank and  

Mr Cariss 

                 

     Do you work in a Bank?  
Urgent plea on behalf of Parkside Par-

ents Association: Do we have any par-

ents/carers of our students who work in a 

bank or building society who can apply 

for matched funding? Some financial or-

ganisations are willing to donate £ for £ 

on any money raised by us, up to £1,000 

limit. This means that the £1400 raised at 

the Spring Fair could earn us an extra 

£1000 in matched funding giving a grand 

total of £2400. If you can help, contact 

Majella McColgan at the school 
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Congratulations to:  Ellie Bowden in 9C 

who won GOLD at The British national 

Taekwondo Championships in 

Manchester  This means that Ellie is the 

UK No. 1 in her age group.  Ellie is 

pictured right  

Left: Year 7 modelling the 

New PE Kit 

More Sports day 

Pictures 



                                                                                                                  

Term dates 2014—2015 

Parkside Creative Learning Trust 
Parkside Terrace 
Cullingworth 
Bradford  
West Yorkshire  
BD13 5AD 
Phone: 01535 272752 
Fax: 01535 274693 
mail@parksideschool.net 

REWARDZONE  

What a busy term it was for rewards 

with trips going out weekly!  As well as 

the end of year trips to Light Water 

Valley and Blackpool, we also took  

students to Doe Park Water Activity Centre and The 

Climbing Barn.  There was also a day out at Drystone 

Radio with Mr Watkiss.  The students planned and broadcast their own 

Radio Show!  The students in Year 7 and 8 were also rewarded for their 

good behaviour over the year when they were treated to a concert from 

Emma McGann who came in to school and performed for us.                                                                              

There were also certificates and High Street Vouchers 

handed out to all the students who had gained 100% at-

tendance over the last year, along with the person who   

collected of the most reward points in each form.  Well done to you all! 

Only The Young update: Last October we launched the              

rewardzone with a performance from up and coming band 

ONLY THE YOUNG.  They have just appeared on The X 

FACTOR.  Watch out for them at Judges Houses!  

Parkside Christmas Fair                                                                      

Saturday 22nd November 10.30am – 1.30pm 

Don’t forget to put the date in your diary and come along for a fun filled 

day for all the family.  With lots of stalls Arts & Crafts, Gifts, Jewellery, 

Tombola, Hot and Cold Refreshments and lots more.  Plus activities & 

games for all the Family including The Rodeo Reindeer 

Tin Can Alley and Splat the Rat!  You can enjoy the 

music of our School Choir as you browse the stalls   
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200 club 
Got your number? 

The Parkside PA 200 Club 

Membership costs £1 per 

month.  In return, members 

qualify for entry to a  monthly 

draw for a cash prize of £50 

By taking part, you will also 

help to raise a regular sum of 

money which will be spent di-

rectly on the  student reward 

scheme. Membership is open 

to all parents and friends of 

the School.  If you wish to take 

pa r t ,  c on tac t  Ma je l l a 

McColgan or visit the PPA 

page of the web site for more 

details.   

Well Done to:     
Libby Denby in Y10 who 
represented Yorkshire over 
the summer cycling in a 
road race in London. 
 

Cambridge University 

success  Former student 

Helena Blair has just graduat-

ed from Cambridge University, 

with a First Class Degree in 

Education.  Helena will be 

awarded a college prize and 

her name will appear on the 

Principal’s List for achieve-

ment.  Well Done Helena! 

    

Autumn 

Term 
Open 

Tuesday 09 September 2014 (Years 7, 12 & 13) 

Wednesday 10 September 2014 (Whole School) 

Half Term 
Close 

Open 

Friday 24 October 2014 

Monday 03 November 2014 

Training Days Closed Friday 03 October 2014 

Christmas 
Close 

Open 

Friday 19 December 2014 

Monday 05 January 2015 

Half Term 
Close 

Open 

Friday 13 February 2015 

Monday 23 February 2015 

Easter 
Close 

Open 

Friday 27 March 2015 

Monday 13 April 2015 

May Day Holiday Closed Monday 04 May 2015 

Spring Bank 
Close 

Open 

Friday 22 May 2015 

Monday 01 June 2015 

Summer Close Wednesday 22 July 2015 


