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Dear Parents and Carers 

Once again, September sees Parkside School beginning this academic year with fantastic news on our 

students continuing exam success. GCSE results have for the second year in a row significantly improved, 

breaking the mould both nationally and locally. In real terms the school has seen an uplift of over 16% in 

the last 2 years, (despite the exam ‘volatility’, especially in English and Maths).  

Post 16 results have also seen significant improvement (nationally the higher level qualification grades (A*-

A / A*-B / A*-C) dropped slightly but not here at Parkside). Over the last 2 years we have seen the follow-

ing improvements at A level; A*-A grades have risen 24%, A*-B grades have risen 18% and A*-C grades 

have risen 38%. Both sets of results are a reflection of the strategic and focussed work being undertaken 

by everyone here at Parkside School. 

As a school we are now oversubscribed for Year 7 entries and numbers in Post 16 (whilst currently smaller 

than we would wish to be, we are increasing.) Students now come to us from other schools as well as   

returning to us from Year 11 or even in the first week or so after initially starting elsewhere. 

Curriculum change, new staff, higher aspirations and expectations, alongside the strong results for        

students over the summer in GCSE / AS and A2 exams, mean we have an even stronger foundation to 

continue to move forward and improve.  

This relentless drive for success and improvement continues and linked to this is the ‘Attitude to Learning’ 

of our students. We have high expectations of your child and do not apologise for this and we ask for your 

support in continuing to embed the skills, attitudes and moral values that will ultimately lead to their        

success and development as a positive member of our community and society in general.  

As usual, there will be a whole host of activities both internal and external for your child to participate in 

and we would highly recommend that they take up the vast array of opportunities on offer to them. The 

newsletter will continue to report such successes positively and as often as is possible.  

May I take this opportunity to say that I hope every one of you; parents, students, staff, Governors and  

others in the local community will be able to continue to work together, to impact positively on the lives of 

our young students.  I, like you, continue to be both excited and enthusiastic about what the future holds 

for our children as well as being proud of what we have achieved here over the last 2 years. I am looking 

forward to us all being part of the continued changes and successes that Parkside School will undertake 

now and in the near future. Mr A Taylor Headteacher 

 

Huge congratulations go to 
Year 10 student Ellie     
Bowden, who won Gold at 
the 2015 British Taekwondo 
National Championships.  
This means that Ellie is the 
top fighter in her age group in   
Britain. Well done Ellie!  More Pictures Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Day              

Pictures and Results 

Pages 4 and 5 

Excellence for All    

http://forresterhighschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/exam-result-287x150.jpg


Year 8 and Year 9 Superstars          
were rewarded with a pizza lunch by Mr 
Taylor.  This was in recognition of  how 
well they have done over the past year, 
including: going above and beyond and   
attendance and achievement. Mrs   
Higginson and Mr Charlton are  very 
proud of you.  Keep up the good work 
this year in Year 9 and Year 10! 

Student Leadership Team  

The Parkside Student Leadership Team has been very active this year taking part in lots of events over 
the school year including: Remembrance Day at the Cenotaph in Cullingworth, Reading poetry at 
our Bradford Fire Tree Planting ceremony, persuading Mr Taylor to have non uniform day for the Bradford 
Fire Unit, helping to raise £2,176 for Comic Relief by organising various fundraising events in school,   
taking part in our student panels for recruitment, organising the Inter Form Quiz which was won by 10A, 
attending the Year 6 open evening in uniform, helping at the Christmas Fair and the Spring Fair. 
They have been really good ambassadors for our school and we are very proud of them.  Mr Taylor was 

also very proud and he invited them to 
lunch where he provided the             
pizza, chocolate, crisps and drinks.  He 
also presented them with a High Street 
voucher in recognition of all their hard 
work. 
Pictured with Mr Taylor are: Hollie   
Meik le,  Megan Conway, Rhea 
Hardaker, Erin Embleton, Toby Ross, 
Bradley Weatherall, Chloe Greenwood, 
Owen Gallear and Jake Dowden. 
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Parkside Quiz Champions 2014-15  

Congratulations to Rosie Butterworth-Farrar, 

Abigayle Adams, James Molyneux and   

Jonathan Crabtree from 10A, who were Quiz 

Champions for 2014-15.  

They were worthy       

winners.  The quiz was 

organised by the Student 

Leadership Team 
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RESULTS DAY 

Celebrating 

Success 



UKMT SUMMER SCHOOL OXFORD UNIVERSITY  

During the summer holidays I participated in the UKMT Summer 

School for girls at Balliol College, Oxford. I was invited to take part 

in the summer school following my success in the Maths         

Challenge and later, the follow-up round, the UKMT IMOK. I was 

selected as my score was one of the top 40 highest scores 

achieved by girls in the country. I took part in lessons about new 

areas of maths that I'd never heard of before. Although it was  

challenging, I feel like I have really benefitted from the experience 

and improved my maths skills as well as meeting new friends. 

Chloe Carr Year 11 
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Sports Day Results Our annual Sports Day took place in July, when Parkside held their own Olympic 

Games!  Each Tutor Group adopted the flag and colours of world countries and took part in the opening 

ceremony.  The medals were presented to the winners by Mr Taylor.  Overall winners of each year were 

7C, 8A,9E and 10B.  The Relay Team winners from each Year Group were; Girls 7A, 8D, 9D AND 

10C&10F.  Boys; 7A, 8A, 9F, and 10A             

There were also outstanding performances from the following: Year 7: Kateleigh 

Ormondroyd, Alfie Johnson and Jacob Fox.  Year 8: Bobby Humphreys, Aaron Green, 

Callum Hooson, and Morgan Mizaali.  Year 9: Hollie Williams, Megan Brierley, Connor 

Banham, Toby Tidswell, and Jake Dowden.  Year 10; Domi Hinchcliffe Courtney Jones, 

Ephraim Madugba, Mason Brewer and Luke Mackleston, all of whom broke the schools 

records in their individual performances. The teachers’ relay race had sufficient entries for 

two heats.  In the final the winners were the team from the PE Department We would just 

like to say thank you to Mr Head and the PE department for organising such a great event!  

Pictures next page... 

CLASSICAL MUSIC SUCCESS 

Jasmine Colgan won her fist classical music singing competition aged nine, after which she auditioned for 

Opera North and won a part in Othello. Jasmine then went on to tour with the 

company,  visiting Leeds, Newcastle, Nottingham and Belfast.  

She joined the Opera North Children’s Chorus (ONCC) which provides children 

aged 8 – 14 with exciting opportunities to further their musical education through 

the support of a professional opera company. Touring with ONCC performing   

‘A ceremony of Carols’ by Benjamin Britten, Jasmine also performed with the 

famous opera group ‘Sixteen’.   

After singing with the ONCC for a year, she was promoted to sing in the Semi 

Chorus. This is a group of 20 children who work on more complex vocal       ar-

rangements.  Jasmine was invited to sing for UNICEF in the South of France, an 

annual event where singers from around the world perform to raise money for 

charity.  The money raised this year was to support the Ebola crisis.         Jas-

mine is now concentrating on her Royal College of Music exams. 

POSITIVE ATTITUDE Welcome back to Parkside for the new academic year 2015/16. All the students 

have come back to school with a really positive attitude and look very smart. Last year was very 

successful; negative incidents dropped by almost 50% and fixed term exclusions by almost 60% and we 

hope to build on this. The new rewards policy has also got off to a flying start with both staff and students 

commenting on how easy and quick it is to reward students for their good attitude to learning. Can I just 

take the opportunity to thank all students, parents and carers for their continued support and wish you all 

the best for the forthcoming academic year.  Mr B Tague Deputy Headteacher 
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 SPORTS DAY July 2015 



SUPER 8 Competition and West Yorkshire Youth Games     
Our Year 9 athletics team won the 
Bradford Super 8 competition in a 
thrilling event at Horsfall Playing 
Fields in June, beating all our local 
rivals including Beckfoot, Oakbank 
and Ilkley Grammar. This led to us 
representing Bradford in the West 
Yorkshire Youth Games which were 
held at Leeds Beckett University.  
Despite torrential rain in the latter 
stages, Parkside returned victorious! 
We had beaten the best athletes 
from Kirklees, Calderdale, Leeds and 
Wakefield. A fantastic result for 
Parkside and many congratulations to all our athletes.  Mrs H Mayho 

Parkside Creative Learning Trust 
Parkside Terrace 
Cullingworth 
Bradford  
West Yorkshire  
BD13 5AD 
Phone: 01535 272752 
Fax: 01535 274693 
mail@parksideschool.net 

SAM learning has proved a huge hit for students at 
Parkside as the school received its Gold certificate from 
SAM learning for being one of its top 50 schools in the 
country for student usage. 
Parkside students committed to nearly 9000 hours of  

extra support and learning opportunities which are provided by the web 
based learning platform.  
With Y11 the most dedicated users, it came as no surprise to see such an 
uplift in results with SAM learning helping to contribute to the schools rise 
in GCSE results. It has been proven that 10 hours learning for a subject 
on SAM learning can boost GCSE performance by up to one grade, our 
Y11's would certainly support this too! 
Deputy Headteacher, Mr Barratt added that it is essential that we can   
offer a variety of materials and resources to support students’ independ-
ent learning. SAM learning and our "Exam Paper Shop” has proved      
extremely popular for all Y11's and have helped make a significant impact 
on all students’ progress at Parkside.  
The Paper Shop is up and running again for all Y10, 11, 12 and 13       
students. Based in the library it offers all exams and mark schemes for 
students to collect for their subjects in order to ensure they can develop a 
thorough insight into the subjects they are taking.  
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Here is a selection of dates for 

the Autumn Term of 2015: 

 

Spanish Language Trip to   
Cataluña Spain 
24 –29 September 
 

Prospective New Parents’ 

Open Evening                                     

Thursday 08 October 

Year 7 Trip to High Adventure        

Mon 12 & Tue 13 October and 

Mon 19  & Tue 20 October 

Year 7 Settling In Evening     

Tuesday 20 October  

Post 16 Parents’  Evening                  

Wednesday 4  November  

 Christmas Fair                               

Saturday 21 November    

10.30—1.30  

Post 16 Open Evening                  

Thursday 26 November  

Year 11 Presentation Evening 

Thursday 3 December 

 

Anti-bullying week 16th—20th November 2015 

The key aims of the week are... 

•To empower children and young people to make a 

noise about bullying – whether it is happening to them or to someone else, 

face to face or online; 

•To help parents and carers have conversations with their children about 

bullying – both as a way of preventing bullying, and to help children who 

are worried about bullying; 

•To encourage ‘talking schools’ where all children and young people are 

given a safe space to discuss bullying and other issues that affect their 

lives, and are supported to report all forms of bullying; 

•To raise awareness of the impact of bullying on children’s lives if they 

don’t tell anyone it’s happening – or if they are not given appropriate    

support – with a focus on the impact on mental health. Mr. R Johnson 


