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Dear Parents and Carers 
As we have come to the end of our second term together this academic year, we have again seen a lot of    
positive progress for staff, students and the wider community, all of which contributes to the high            
aspirations we continue to have for Parkside School and its future.  
 
Significant strategies continue to be implemented with regard to student’s outcomes and a healthy        
programme of revision and intervention was planned for the Easter holidays. CIAG (Careers Information 
and Guidance) also moves forward at a quick pace.  
 
We have again undertaken numerous educational visits that have impacted significantly on both the       
academic and social education of our students and continue to have many more scheduled for the         
remainder of the year. These visits, activities and workshops include: 
Health and Social Care students learning how to be successful in the jobs market through visits to various 
departments at Bradford University School of Health. 
The 2018 Ski Trip and the Year 11  Three Peaks challenge. 
Former Parkside student Sophie Wood, now a Royal Geographic Society Ambassador, delivered              
50-minute workshops at school covering geography and GCSE Geography. 
Parkside School has joined Dame Kelly Holmes’s nationally-acclaimed mentoring programme. We will pilot 
the champion athlete’s On Track to Achieve programme for Bradford district. Great Britain international 
swimmer James Kirton has been chosen to become a mentor for teenagers at our school.  
The Maths and English Buckden visit and the Sixth Form First Bus Business Challenge. 
Students continue to represent themselves and the school superbly. Sporting prowess continues unabated 
and alongside this, this term has seen unprecedented success regionally and nationally for our students, 
including: 
Winning the regional Tomorrow’s Engineers challenge at BAE systems and competing in the National    
Finals in Birmingham. 
Ellie Bowden being highly commended in the Bradford Sports awards 2018 for her Taekwondo 
Imogen Pickles winning the regional final of Future Chef 2018 competition and finishing 3rd in the National 
Final. 
Oliver Rhodes and Maisie Pickard will both join Zoe Capstick at the 24th World Jamboree in West Virginia, 
USA, in the summer of 2019. 
During the ‘inclement weather’ we also had an email from a Parent praising Alice Duckworth who agreed to 
look after her daughter Sara and walk her down safely to Thornton village when the buses were struggling 
to drop off students.  
“Alice had lent Sara her scarf to warm her hands, when I met Sara, Alice had around 6 children with her 
which I thought was so kind hearted and thoughtful which reflects on her parents and continued enforce-
ment of this kind behaviour in school.”  
Truly inspiring I feel. 
As I mentioned in the December newsletter, friends for life were made with our Australian ‘sister school’ 
and two students will now have the opportunity of a 2 week scholarship in July this year. This will entail  
visiting the school and undertaking a Dance and Drama programme of visits and classes as well as staying 
with host families and sharing their company. All paid for by our ‘sister school’ Cleveland District State 
High School in Queensland!  
May I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your continued support of everyone at 

the school, its staff, students and our community. I hope you all had a happy and relaxing Easter break.  

Mr. A. Taylor Headteacher 

 

Excellence for All   
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Henry and Thomas Jepson 
 
Henry Jepson (pictured top) was part of the organisation committee of the 
Short Breaks Celebrations held in December.  Henry also performed with 
the Mind the Gap theatre company on the night. 
Tom (pictured bottom) was chosen as young volunteer of the year 2017 as 
he volunteers at Bingley Youth Cafe (young people with additional needs) 
under the Prince’s Trust programme, Mind the Gap theatre and Wish Club 
(young people with Downs Syndrome) as well as playing prop for Bradford 
Salem Rugby team  

Zoe Capstick, Maisie Pickard and Oliver Rhodes 

Zoe Capstick in Year 11 has been 

joined by Year 8 students Maisie 

Pickard and Oliver Rhodes in   

successfully gaining places as 

part of the West Yorkshire Scout 

Contingent travelling to the 24th World Scout Jamboree in West Virginia USA in 2019.  

This is a huge achievement as they have 

gone through two selection processes at 

District and County level.  Zoe is               

representing Keighley Scout District, Maisie 

will be representing the 8th Bingley 1st 

Denholme Group and Oliver the 9th      

Bradford North Group.   

They have to raise over £3,500 each.  As a 

start in school they will be selling donuts 

once every half term to raise money.   

Well done to all three of our students, this is 

a huge achievement and opportunity of a 

lifetime! 
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Royal Geographic Ambassador visits the school 
Sophie Wood, a Royal Geographic Society Ambassador, came into 
Parkside to run 50 minute workshops on Geography careers and 
GCSE Geography with each of our Year 9 classes.  Sophie is an ex 
Parkside Student. 
 These sessions replaced normal lessons. Sophie designed and fully 
resourced the sessions.  This was a fantastic opportunity for our     
students and for raising awareness of Geography at Parkside and  
beyond, so hopefully if this is successful we will be working a lot more 
closely with RGS on future projects. 
Students have been learning more about ‘why study geography? the 6 

topics they will study at GCSE and also considering the concept of 

‘our environment’ and how we can 

influence it. 

The students have been really      

engaged and our ‘student voice’ said 

they have found it really interesting 

and they now know more about what 

GCSE Geography entails and what 

skills they will develop as they      

progress towards a career. 

Mr L Radcliffe Head of Geography 

Parkside goes skiing FRANCE 2018  
Forty Year 8 & 9 students had a fantastic experience learning to ski in the big-
gest snow fall Alpe d’Huez has had in 70 years. The students were a credit to 
Parkside from the off with a member of Boots staff chasing me across the     
airport to complement their behaviour.  All the students were successful in 
learning to ski, many progressing to the steeper, 
higher blue and red runs. In true Apres Ski style we 
sampled crepes on the mountain, ice skating and 

bum boarding to name a few of the activities.  
Every student said they would go again. That’s the best review we could ask 
for.  Mrs H Gilert Student Support Leader 



 On Wednesday 14th 
January students in 
Maths celebrated Pi 
Day.  In lessons       
students investigated 
different aspects of Pi. 
In year 7 some        

students looked at where Pi came from, investigating the       
relationship between the circumference and the diameter.  
In year 10 Mrs Laoufir made Pi mobiles, involving research into 
Pi. Year 9 looked at different parts of circles, and in Miss 
Brooksbank’s class, they had a battle with Mr Radcliffe's Year 
12 Spanish group, looking at visual puzzles. We also had a  
successful bake sale where students made Pi cakes and buns. It was another very successful Pi day in 
the Maths department.  
Miss E Brooksbank Assistant Head of Maths  
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Once again our Wizarding enthusiasts 
showed their amazing knowledge at Harry 
Potter Book Night.  
After the sorting ceremony, they created 
fantastic beast collages which were 
judged by our resident Beast experts.   
Students then worked out what was  
hatching from different eggs, felt the   

magical creatures in feely boxes (don't 
worry health and safety, the creatures 
were placed under an immobelus spell 
first!), raised awareness of house elf 
welfare by making hats and bookmarks. 
They even helped clear up the staff 
room after a delivery of socks went 
wrong - Gryffindor students managed to 
pick up 33 of them to earn extra house 
points (there were 86 socks in total!) 
They then had refreshments while they 
competed in the House Quiz - after a tie
-break Ravenclaw emerged as the    
winners.  A big thank you to the House 
prefects who helped set up and run the 
event - Connor Luby, Jordan Pullen, 
Eleanor Vidic and Skye Lintott.  Special 
thanks to our resident Beast experts 
Claire Whitaker and Ann-Marie     
Smedley.   
Looking forward to next year!  
 
Mrs L Watson Librarian 
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Eco-Schools is a global programme engaging millions of children across 64 dif-

ferent countries. This is the largest environmental schools programme in the 

world, and Parkside is part of this.  We are hoping to achieve Green Flag Status. 

We have formed an ECO Committee, pictured below along with Head of          
Geography Mr Radcliffe and Mrs McColgan, but everyone in school will take part. 
The ECO Committee has taken an environmental review of the school and put 

together an Action Plan, they will discuss their findings with the Headteacher, the caretaking staff,     
Governors and the wider community.  There are nine topics and we have chosen waste and litter as our 
first two. The School also took part in National Waste week. 

‘Let’s break the top twenty’ said Mr Voller to the fresh faced junior Maths 

Challenge team, before they set off to the regional finals at Bradford  

Grammar School. He had every  reason to think they could deliver despite being unprecedented since the 

competition had grown to thirty schools: on the back of the progress from last year this batch of budding 

mathematicians had volunteered their time to be prepared to compete with the best schools in Yorkshire. 

They were determined not to let the shadow of Bradford Grammar School - last year’s winners – cast 

doubt into their hearts. 

Ted Brooks, Kacie Hutchinson, Anya Learmonth and Shifa Voller 

were novices only so far as attending the competition; they had 

spent many hours over last year’s material and knew what to     

expect. They were a credit to the school and the local community 

remaining positive and resilient throughout. In each round Dr Alan 

Slomson, the veteran chairperson from UKMT, mentioned a good 

score for each round, To Mr Voller’s joy the team consistently     

delivered. As the day drew to a close the team sat with a runner’s 

high after a full day of gruelling problems, optimistic the objective 

was met. As the winners were announced, away from the limelight, 

a card was passed to the expectant group. It read sixteenth! Nine 

places up from last year and now within reach of challenging the 

impenetrable top ten. All the applause and ardour was for the   

worthy winners of Ermysteds Grammar, but quietly Ted, Kacie,  

Anya and Shifa knew they had achieved something truly special, 

which was no less of a victory.  

Next year, with weekly classes, the top ten is a real possibility, but 

for now the team has deserved to rest on their laurels.  

Mr W Voller Teacher of Maths 

Junior Maths Challenge 



World Book Day 
2018  

Congratulations to 7 
Bronte A who won the 
(delayed) World Book 
Day Book Box        
Challenge. Their entry – 
a tribute to Roald Dahl – 
can be seen in the LRC. 
Every student chose a 
free book to keep and 
the form was present-
ed with an almost sol-
id  silver trophy!  

Mrs L Watson           
Librarian 
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Last month Imogen Pickles from Year 11 took part 
in the National Final of the 2018 Future Chef    
competition at Westminster Kingsway College 
against 12 other students aged 12-16.  
Imogen worked absolutely amazingly and produced 
two restaurant standard dishes one of which Brian 
Turner (celebrity chef) said hers was his favourite. 
The competition runs nationally and 12,150        
students entered this year - Imogen came 3rd!!!  
This is a huge achievement for Imogen.  She now 
has the opportunity to work alongside 5 celebrity 
chefs in London in April to cook a dinner for a    
special event.  She also won various prizes which 
included £100 cash and a family experience at a 
Firmdale Hotel where her and her family will stay 
and she will attend a day of cookery classes with 
the other finalists.  

 
I also wanted to thank everyone who supported 
Imogen with the run up to the regional and     
national finals with giving feedback on her dishes 
during practices. 
Mrs S Trowers Teacher of Food Technology  
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Post 16 Health and Social Care 
On two cold snowy days in January 
the sixth form Health and Social 
Care students attended two days at 
Skills House Bradford to receive 
training to develop their                
employability skills. They learnt how 
important first impressions are to 
prospective employers and what non
-verbal body language says about 
you and your character. They took 
part in a group activity that is now a frequent feature of most interviews. They also learnt how to present 
a professional CV and had a mock interview. For all aspects of this mini-course they were given         
supportive feedback advice from the Skills House trainer Rachel Broadhead on things they personally 
needed to improve so that in future they can be use this to be successful in the jobs market. 

 
Year 10 Health and Social Care 
In February the year 10 students were fortunate 
enough to be invited to Bradford  University’s School 

of Health for a tour of different departments and a talk. This session     
enabled them to have some hands on experience, the Nursing tutors 
made them do some problem solving with patient scenarios so they could 
appreciate the problems Nurses face in day to day life. In Radiography 
they analysed different X-rays by discussing what was wrong with the images they could see and they 
also saw how different X-ray equipment worked. In Occupational Health they learnt different ways      
occupational therapists support and rehabilitate people when recovering from illness or injury and even 
got the chance to use some of the equipment. This was a great day that gave student some good insight 
into these health careers.  Mrs C Gibson Teacher of Health and Social Care 

Year 7  Progress Award Winners Assembly 



Sixth Form 
On 28th March 3 students went to the Oxford and Cambridge     
Student Conference at Aintree Racecourse. 
In the morning they attended sessions on how to apply to these   
universities and what student life is like. In the afternoon they went 
to subject specific sessions including law, geography and            
psychology. Sessions were run by lecturers 
and students from these universities, so they 
they came away with clear idea of what is 
required if they choose to apply.  
Mrs. P. Woodyatt 
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The adage; "out of acorns come oak trees" 
springs to mind. A conversation about how to 
help students (boys) believe more in their own 
ability and what they are able to achieve  
manifested itself as the Parkside 
School 'Three Peaks challenge', which was 
undertaken on Saturday 24th March. 
The intrepid group of students and staff (only 
two of whom really knew what was in store) 
set off in the early hours, the words of Captain 
Oates in our minds, "I am just going outside 
and may be some time...”  

Eleven hours later the expedition was complete. To say everyone rose to 
the challenge was an understatement, the students were both physically 
and mentally exhausted and had reached heights they had 
not previously known existed. The students' sense of pride in themselves 
was immense and rightfully so. Even more pleasing were the comments 
from experienced groups of walkers who had witnessed the passion, commitment and sheer 'bloody 
mindedness' of our students along the walk. They enthused about how the students were a shining      
example; how they should be immensely proud of themselves; what an example they set to others and 
how this reflected on the school. 
The students conquered the 3 Peaks and now believe they can succeed in anything if they commit and 
put their mind to it. They inspired themselves but just as importantly they inspired us a staff. Pride is a 
word that does not do justice to their achievement.  Mr A Taylor Headteacher 
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A team of budding    

engineers took to the 

road to take part in the 

Tomorrow’s Engineers 

Robotics Challenge in 

March at BAE Systems, 

Lancashire. The team, 

Brute Force consisted of Oliver Rhodes, Emily Wood, 

Isobel Bland, Thomas Windle and Adam Harris who 

showed outstanding communication and               

problem-solving skills on the day. Throughout this   

academic year the group has been preparing to com-

plete a series of tasks using a Lego Mindstorm EV3 

robot, by attending the STEM club at lunchtimes and 

after school. The day started with a speed challenge 

which got the students to design a robot that could travel the fastest over a set distance without          

deviating. The team impressed the judges with the design of the robot and it came second in the race 

against the other schools.  

The next challenge to face the pupils was the RAF challenge mat in which pupils had a series of tasks to 

complete against the clock. Brute Force gave a presentation of how robots can be used to help with    

humanitarian aid. They all contributed to the presentation and even made a Lego model of buildings   

after an Earth quake. They outlined how robots can be used to help earthquake victims and would be 

able to get to areas that would otherwise be deemed unsafe for humans to enter. 

Just when the group thought they had finished being put through their paces they were whisked off to a 

final secret challenge. The group was given 2 bags of Lego and were told to build a bridge that would 

span a gap the size of a piece of paper. They were told that they would be assessed on their teamwork 

and communication throughout the task and again impressed the judge, a naval ship navigator, at how 

well they worked together as a team. He even made a point of saying to the group that in his opinion 

they were the group who had shown the best teamwork and co-operation throughout that task from all 

the teams that had entered that day.  

By now the group had completed 6 heats of team challenges and had been tested to their limits. They 

not only impressed the judges but also Mr Taylor and Mrs Cooper who were very proud of how the group 

tackled everything thrown their way and showed great commitment and determination throughout the 

day. It was therefore well deserved when Parkside were announced as the winners of the regional heat 

and given a place at the national final at the Big Bang Fair at the NEC. 

Mrs L Cooper Teacher of Science 



Keystage 4 and 

Keystage 5 students 

were given the        

fantastic opportunity to see their anatomi-

cal knowledge of the human body lifted 

out of a textbook and brought to 

life through a live autopsy. Students were 

given an in-depth perspective on the         

intricate structures of the human body as 

well as an associated clinical pathology. 

The session was delivered by anatomists 

and clinicians who have trained at leading 

universities. 

Students who attended had hands on  
experience dissecting various swine     
organs including the brain, heart, lungs, 
liver among many others.  
Dr H. Evans Head of Science 
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Seventy Year 10 students attended the Big Bang Fair as part of science 
week. They all got to experience high-octane theatre shows, 150+     
interactive science stands and workshops and gain careers information, 

resources and activities in all areas of science. The students had the opportunity to see the latest research 
in virtual reality, medicine, marine 
biology, film and TV, space            
exploration, explosive chemistry, 
crime-solving, robots, computer   
coding, microscopic bugs and giant 
trucks amongst much more. 
All of the students used the           
opportunity to find out about          
apprenticeship programmes which 
are available by some of the leading 
UK and international companies. 
Many students were interested in 
speaking to the RAF about the       
career opportunities that they offer. 
Dr H. Evans Head of Science 
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After a full week of sport related 

activities, including:  Step up 

challenges in PE lessons,     

penalty shootouts in football, 

netball and basketball. 

Table tennis competitions,  

five-a-side football competitions and   

‘Sport related’ non uniform in PE lessons 

We managed to raise £240 for Sport Relief! 

This is a fantastic achievement and we would like to thank all those     

involved in helping to raise this money. A special thanks must go to the 

Year 12 Sports Leaders who helped to organise and promote the         

activities. 

Mr B. Miller Deputy Head of PE 
 

 

Parkside Did Sport Relief 


