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Excellence for All   

Dear Parents and Carers 
We are coming to the end of our second term together this academic year. This term has again seen a lot 
of positive progress for staff, students and the wider community, all of which contributes to the high        
aspirations we continue to have for Parkside School and its future. 
  
CEIAG also moves forward at a quick pace, following the school’s national award, we have now support-
ed this further through the employment (on a TLR) of a second member of staff to support our new CEIAG 
lead, who starts with us this month. 
  
The high quality continued development of staff at all leadership levels continues to be a priority and   
supporting other schools further enhances the high regard in which they and the school are now held. 
This also continues to significantly and positively impact on student outcomes, enhancing their knowledge 
and understanding and helping improve life opportunities. 
  
We have again undertaken numerous educational visits that have impacted significantly on both the      
academic and social education of our students.  Including; 

Rolls Royce project is ongoing 
Project altitude is ongoing 
Jaguar / Landrover 
MFL residential to Normandy 
Gesipa 
University visits 
Maths Challenge  
 

Students continue to represent themselves and the school superbly. Sporting prowess continues unabat-
ed and alongside this, this term has again seen unprecedented success for our teams. 
  
You will also now be aware that at the end of this academic year I have decided to leave Parkside and 
take up the challenge at another school in a different authority. I hope you have had an opportunity to 
read the letter I sent to everyone and understand my decision. It was not an easy one to make as I have 
enjoyed every moment here but it is one I feel will not only benefit myself but also the school, as someone 
new takes over the reins and continues the improvements seen at Parkside School over the last several 
years. 
May I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your continued support of everyone at 
the school, its staff, students and our community. I hope you and your loved ones stay safe and well at 
this difficult time.  
Mr. A. Taylor Headteacher 

March is Marie Curie cancer Care month.  At Parkside 
we have raised £136.34 
For each £180 raised Marie Curie could provide 9 
hours of nursing support in someone's home through 
the night, bringing the expert care and comfort the 
families need.  Thank you to everyone who donated 
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Asda Kid’s Kitchen 
Year 8 student Euan Harrison appeared in the December issue of the Asda 
magazine with his recipe for Chili Con Carne. 
Euan says… 
‘Recipes that play around with different consistencies and textures are my 
favourites, and I love to experiment with flavours, putting different tastes 
together - such as sweet and salty - that might not usually go. What I      

especially like about this recipe is you can 
play with the spice levels depending on your taste, so it was good to do that 
with the food editor Gregor. I can't wait to experiment with more flavours in 
different recipes at home.'  
You can see Euan’s recipe here 
https://www.asdagoodliving.co.uk/food/recipes/euans-chilli-con-carne 
Euan said he was a bit nervous on his way to cook, but as soon as he 
got there he felt more confident. Everyone was so friendly.            
He started cooking by helping out in the kitchen at hope, and is    
inspired by Miguel Barclay and Mary Berry  

F1 in Schools Three teams took part in the F1 in Schools Challenge held at the Nissan Centre in Sun-

derland. All students were involved in making and designing an F1 style car to be raced via compressed 

gas cylinders over 20m distances. Along with this, the students had to prepare detailed portfolios to do 
with manufacture, fundraising and each team's individual branding. On the day, along with the racing, 
each team had interviews to discuss their processes, had their cars scrutinised for any infringements and 

then had detailed interviews with engineers to explain what they had done for each particular category. 
The day was successful and our teams finished, 11th, 14th and 16th. Roll on next year when they will be 
in the professional category. Mr I Lewis Teacher of Science 

https://www.asdagoodliving.co.uk/food/recipes/euans-chilli-con-carne
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Maisie Pickard  My jamboree experience gave me a new insight on the 

world.  I tried and learnt things I’d never tasted, known or done, from        
white water rafting to rock climbing, there was never a 

dull moment whilst we were on this once in a lifetime 
experience. 

As we travelled across America starting in New York 
the landmarks and views were phenomenal. They 

were sights that will stay with me forever not just      
digitally but mentally as well. Once we had arrived at 
the jamboree the colours and culture of the place was 

captivating. There were people from all across the 
world. I made new friends, and not just from England 
and it gave me an insight on the culture and lifestyle of 

these places.  Although the jet lag when I got home 
was tough it was all worth it for this amazing inspiring 

trip. Maisie Pickard Year 10 

Our annual 'Harry Potter Book Night' was celebrated 
without Voldemort spoiling the fun.   
Our students were too young to cross the age line to 
put their names into the Goblet of Fire, but they were 
still able to enjoy making wands, creating dragons 
and taking part in Triwizard Tournament tasks.  
 
After a close competition and quiz, the Hungarian 
Horntail Team (Erin, Becca, Ruth and Jasmine) won 
trophies that, thankfully were not portkeys.  

 
Thank you to my enthusiastic team leaders – Professor Woodyatt (on second-
ment from the Ministry of Magic Dragon Embryology Department), Erin Dark, 
Leanne Nutter and Connor/Zoe Luby. We had a lot of fun. 
Mrs L Watson Librarian 



Page 4 

 
World Book Day 
Twelve  teams took part in the 
World Book Day Big Book Quiz 
at lunchtime on World book Day 
in the Library,  forty three         
students altogether.  
The Mortal Hallowes Team were 
clear winners: Ruth Nicholson; 

Katie Hannah; Georgina Lander and Rebekah Potter. 
Thankyou to Emma Crabtree and Rihanna Hurd for their 
help,   Mrs L Watson Librarian 

Last term Year 10 Hospitality and Catering students at 

Parkside School took part in a ‘Taste of Game’ workshop 

provided by a Taste of Game Ambassador. The session was 

fantastic, the ambassador taught the students about food 

provenance, nutrition and seasonal/locally sourced foods 

and demonstrated how to de-joint a pheasant and make 

Pheasant and Apple Bruschetta. The students then worked 

in pairs to de-joint the pheasants and recreate the dish them-

selves. These practical skills are considered as ‘high’ and will be greatly 

beneficial for the students in preparation for their practical exam in Y11.  

The ‘Taste of Game’ supply pheasants to schools for free to promote 
game meats across the UK, my Year 10 students had never eaten,  let 

alone cooked with pheasant before however they all absolutely loved the 
dish and they enjoyed the session 

so much that they have requested 
to cook with pheasant again, in the 
second session we made a white 

wine (alcohol free) garlic and 
mushroom sauce to go with the 
pan fried pheasant breast. I’m   

expecting to see a number of pheasant dishes when 
it comes to their exams next year!  

Mrs S Trowers Food Technology 



Page 5 

 

 

Are you in an awesome band, 
or want to form one? Open to 
all yr7, 8 and 9 wannabe rock 

stars. 
Show off your band skills 

 

Luis Downey 

Luis recently received the 

Student of the Year 

award for TSX Bradford 

Taekwondo 

Luis is in the Alpha 

Squad which means he teaches tiny Taekwondo students. He supports his 

coach twice a week arriving early setting up and staying late to support all 

ages to learn Taekwondo.  He is now a red belt and in 18 months should 

hopefully be a black belt.  

During half term he spent his week off supporting the opening of the new 
training hall by decorating giving his time for free. Luis’ coach is really 
proud of his commitment and dedication to his club.  He is admired by all 

the tinies whom he teaches every week and the adult lower belts always 
come to Luis for help and support. He was given the award after being 

nominated by the club, its members and the parents. 

Would you like to learn a Musical Instrument@ 
Parkside?  Lessons take place in school time. 
COST:  £14.25 per month (group) £ 39.25 

(Individual).  

www. bradfordmusiconline. co. uk/site/

application-form-for-music-singing-lessons/ 
 

Open to anyone who can play a classical 
instrument. E.g. Flute, sax, trumpet, violin 

etc 
Everyone from Grade 1 to Grade 8+     

welcome. 
Rehearsals are Wednesday lunchtimes in 

the Music room. 
Loads of performing opportunities 

throughout the year.  
For more details see Mrs Skipsey  

 
Jacob Berry 
Jacob Berry has been offered an engineering degree apprenticeship with              
Rolls-Royce in Derby.  
There were 50,000 applicants for approx. 300 places. He undertook a rigorous        
interview process that included explaining how the different types of gas turbine    
engines work and identifying a mystery object from an engine. He will have the      
opportunity to work in the civil aerospace, defence and nuclear sectors whilst    
achieving a Bachelor’s degree in engineering.    
Well Done Jacob! 

https://www.bradfordmusiconline.co.uk/site/application-form-for-music-singing-lessons/
https://www.bradfordmusiconline.co.uk/site/application-form-for-music-singing-lessons/
https://www.bradfordmusiconline.co.uk/site/application-form-for-music-singing-lessons/
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Without doubt, our trip to Normandy was an amazing 
experience! From discovering the importance of The 
Rolling Stones in making baguettes to learning a 

French phrase or two. On Day 1 we visited “Boulangerie les      
co-pains” for a lesson in bread making and got our hands doughy 
while learning a little more about one of France’s most famous 
creations. We later went to one of the region’s biggest cider 
farms, baguettes still in hand, to see the different ways the      
apples are processed to create the many drinks made by the 
farm. We were talked through each stage of the process before 
trying some of the alcohol free products ourselves, which every-
one thoroughly enjoyed. We then made our way to the Normandy 
landing beaches which were made even more impressive by their 
history which was told through the emotionally captivating 360 
degree cinema just along the coast. It was a unique feeling being 

surrounded by so much history and it goes without saying that everyone got something out of the         
experience. 
Day 2 brought us to Bayeux, famous of course for “The Bayeux Tapestry” which is not only deeply rooted 
in French History but British history too with the impressive design detailing the lead up to the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066. We discovered the beautiful Cathedral and indulged in a bit of shopping. 
We then visited a very informative World War II museum.  This was a good opportunity for everyone to 
further deepen their knowledge on the important history of the region. We then went to one of Normandy ’s 
cemeteries, once again standing as a reminder to every one of the brutal reality 
of World War II and the sacrifices that people made for their country. 
Overall our trip to Normandy was a great success enjoyed by everyone, and on 
behalf of everyone, I’d like to thank all the teachers who made the trip possible. 
Here’s to another Normandy adventure!  
Gabby McCarthy Year 12  
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 It has been a busy term for students as part of the schools          

ASPIRE2b programme.  Y9 students started the term off with 

an enterprise activity that required the development of key employ-

ability skills including teamwork, innovation and communication to 

create their perfect university. Students were then selected to 

make their pitch to the 210 students in the year group as to why their university 

should be the winner!  Pictured are Millie and Ellie, the overall winners! 

Their preparation towards making their GCSE options then included a taster day 
to learn more about all the subjects they could take in Y10, followed by an infor-

mation with the chance to speak with teachers and employers about subject 
specific careers and pathways. 

Parkside students win places on life-changing mentor scheme 

As part of the schools ASPIRE2b programme, four students from Parkside School 

have been selected to take part in a life-changing mentoring scheme with a world-

class athlete mentor. 

Y10 students Arthur Robinson, Callum Reilly, Sophie Clarke and Billie McKeown have been chosen for 

the AQA Unlocking Potential programme, run by exam board and education charity AQA and the Dame 

Kelly Holmes Trust. Parkside School is one of only 20 schools on this year’s programme, selected from 

entries all over the country! 

AQA Unlocking Potential provides mentoring for young people aged 11 to 19 who shown outstanding   

potential along with resilience to overcome many diverse challenges. The students are paired with      

specially trained mentors who have competed at world-class sporting events - including the Olympics and 

Paralympics - overcoming their own personal challenges to represent their country. 

The young people will be mentored by former swimmer, James Kirton, a GB Olympian who will provide 

personal mentoring for the students over eight months to help unlock further hidden attitudes and skills. 

They’ll also help the students to deliver a social action project towards the end of the programme. 

The students will be required to create a social action project to benefit the students in our school      

community and will be required to pitch it to over 100 peers and “dragons” at a launch event in           

Manchester in order to get their projects off the ground. 

Dame Kelly Holmes, double gold Olympian and founder of Dame Kelly Holmes Trust, said: 

“AQA Unlocking Potential is not aimed at developing the potential of future sports stars, but targets young 

people who show real potential. The athlete mentors will work with these young people to develop skills 

and knowledge to increase attainment as well as further improve their personal skills. 

“I’m really excited that this fantastic programme is now in its ninth year and to see more young people 
transformed through our life changing programme!” 

 

 
 

Year 11 were able to opt into a visit to a   

higher and further education provider to gain 

a further insight into life after school with trips 

to Leeds University, Leeds Beckett            

University, Craven College and a visit from 

Shipley College. 

Students learnt about University and College 
life and the types of courses available and 

the careers they can lead to. The university 
visitors also learnt how to budget as a       

student and undertook tours of the campus at 
Headingly and Leeds University city campus.   
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The twelve Year 9 students who are undertaking the work related     

programme Project    

Altitude in conjunction 

with Gesipa in Keighley had an insightful day at the Jaguar 

Land Rover production factory in Halewood, Lancashire. 

Learning about what they do with the rivets made in   

Keighley, the group explored how parts are produced 
around the world and assembled in the factory. The group 
also learnt about skills required on the production line from 

engineers and graphic designers to fashion designers who 
work on car interiors! 

Year 7 students enjoyed an enterprise challenge with the North         
Yorkshire Business & Enterprise Partnership. Students were tasked with 
creating a brand new box of chocolates to celebrate the Olympic Games.  
Each team had to decide on managerial 
job roles within the company then create 
a company name, logo, design for the 
box of chocolates, create marketing and 
advertising material, calculate            
manufacturing costs and finally prepare a 
presentation that was delivered to the 
competition judges.   
Congratulations to the winners of each of 
the two groups, Olympian Chocolate and 
Platinum Chocolate. 

                                                    Mr M Barratt Deputy Headteacher 

VIY Challenge 

The students who took part in this challenge all seemed to really enjoy it and the end results were     
amazing! The representatives from Wickes were amazed at how quickly the students made the products! 
In total, we now have 7 brand new picnic tables and one bench. They all need varnishing first and they 
can then be placed around school. Once they are finished and in place, we will get a small plaque for 
each one, with all the students’ names on to leave as a legacy.  Imran from Wicks said “We have had a 
fantastic time working with the different year groups. It's amazing how much they have achieved in such a 
short space of time!” 
The students said “I really enjoyed the drilling!” “This is tons better than normal lessons!” “I really enjoyed 

the new experience, I really enjoyed it all 
actually.”  “The tables are great, my mum 
won't believe me!”  “I enjoyed making the 
tables and learnt some new skills such as 
cutting wood.” 
Mrs S Stewart Careers Leader 
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 Year 9 students all researched typical dishes from 

French or Spanish speaking countries depending on 

the language they study. They then had to decide on 

a dish to prepare and they then submitted a recipe 

card in English and French/Spanish and the best one 

was picked from each class. Six groups went into the 

cook off (one from each year 9 class) where students had one hour to prepare 

the dishes they had researched. All dishes were judged and the winners were 

Harry Curtis, Noah Meydan and Billy Jenkinson who made Tarte Flambée. It 

was a tough decision this year due to the high standard of the dishes. Thank 

you to all staff who came down to support the students and to Mrs. Trowers for 

her support as always.  

Miss E Naylor Teacher of MFL 

 
Team Sport @ Parkside 

Year 10 Netball 

Year 8 Netball Year 7 Football 

Year 7 Football 
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Year 11 Football 

Year 8 Football 

Year 7 Netball 

Seniors Netball 

KS3 Athletics 
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           Year 13 Prom Committee 
 
Year 13's Prom Committee had begun their 
Prom fundraising with a very successful      
Valentines Bake sale. They raised £160     
towards their entertainment and decorations. 
Thank you to all who supported with their   
donations and/or purchasing of the baking. 
The Prom Committee had intended to       
continue with their fundraising, but in light of 
the recent health scare everything is on hold 
Mrs D Metcalfe  
Sixth Form Student Support Leader 

Year 11 Prom Committee 
The Year 11 Prom committee had also been busy 
raising funds for their Prom, through sales of     
Donuts on Donut Thursday. 
They have also represented our school at the 
Cenotaph on Armistice Day with the rest of the 
Student Leadership Team. 
The students, who also form part of the Eco   
Committee, have recently delivered assemblies to 
the school on recycling.   We now have our new 
recycling Centre in the school dining hall. 
We have already achieved our Eco Schools 
Bronze Award and we are well on the way to the 
Silver Award. 
Pictured below are: Head Boy and Girl Josh 
Schofield and Millie Rhodes with Bethany Barker-
Rowell, Zaynab Butt, Darcy Crabtree, Ashwan 
Jooman-Whitehead,Maisie Otterburn, Henry   
Jepson and Ella Blackburn 


