
Dear Parents and Carers    

We are coming to the end of another term together. Yet again, this term has seen a lot of positive progress 

for staff, students and the wider community, all of which contributes to the high aspirations we continue to 

have for Parkside School.  

Parents’ Evenings, Open Evenings, the Christmas Fair and the Primary School Harvest Festival have all 

been hosted here. We have once again undertaken numerous educational visits that have impacted signifi-

cantly on both the academic and social education of our students and we have many more scheduled for 

the coming year.  

As always the school continues its fantastic charity work, raising significant sums of money for a wide    

variety of causes. Students continue to represent themselves and the school superbly and our links with 

Sky Sports, local Universities and colleges, feeder schools as well as clubs such as Keighley RUFC     

continue to grow and strengthen.  

The school continues its significant journey towards giving students the education they deserve and need, 

in order to achieve their aspirations and ambitions. As you are aware we were judged ‘GOOD’ by OFSTED 

in our inspection that took place in October, the report said; 

“Senior leaders have been successful in improving the quality of teaching and pupils’ progress 

since the last inspection” 

…”progress information for 2016 shows a marked improvement in pupils’ progress, including that 

of disadvantaged pupils, across a range of subjects”  

The report also highlighted the education provided for pupils with additional needs or disabilities as a    

particular strength of our school. It is a reflection of the hard work of everyone at the 

school; the staff, the governors, the pupils and their families and is the start of the 

next stage in our journey together. 

May I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your continued 

support of the school, its staff, students and our wider community? I continue to be 

excited and enthusiastic about what the future holds for us all. I hope you all have a 

happy and relaxing Christmas break. 

Mr Andy Taylor Headteacher 

Cullingworth Cenotaph Friday 11 November 2016 11am 
                                                                                       
On a lovely sunny November morning we visited 
the Cullingworth War memorial. 
Our school was represented at the Cenotaph by 
The Student Leadership Team and members of 
staff including Mr Taylor, Headteacher and Mr 
Tague, Deputy Headteacher. Poetry was read by 
Head Boy and Girl: Taran Dhesi and Elicia Marks, 
who also laid a wreath. We were joined by stu-
dents and staff from Cullingworth Primary School 
with some of the year 5 children; Dora Stott,     
Junior Mugadza, Lily Howroyd, Maryam Qureshi, 
Connor Rudkin and Emily Dickerson, who 
read their own poetry.  The service was led 
by Rev Suzy McCarter and Rev Robert Johnson 
who is our School Mentor. 

Excellence for All    
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Future Chef Competition 
On Monday 22nd, November nine students stayed after school to take part in the school heat of the     
Future Chef Competition.  The smells wafting down the corridor distracted the staff in school from their 
marking and lesson planning. Some incredibly complex and varied meals were produced. Gressingham 
duck served with flambéed passion fruit, crushed potatoes and green beans. Chinese five spice crusted 
steak with beetroot puree and leeks. Spicy salmon, served with noodles and tender stem broccoli. Mango 
glazed chicken with mustard and chive mash. Homemade Quiche Lorraine. Beef Chilli with rice and    
Mexican nachos. Gammon, egg and chips. Lemon salmon and homemade noodles. Baked tortilla, with 
homemade sausage and vegetables. 
The judging was very difficult, some members of staff had to go back and try extra helpings several times 
(especially Mr Miller!) before they could decide! The maturity, variety and complexity of the dishes       
produced were astounding. 
After the judging, two winners were chosen to go through to the next round. Chloe Allatt and Jake Taglio-
ne. They went to Leeds City 
College on Wednesday 7th 
December to cook in the 
local final.  
The standard was extreme-
ly high and Chloe and Jake 
represented Parkside fan-
tastically.  
I am pleased to announce 
that JAKE WON! 
Jake will now be mentored 
by a Leeds Head Chef for 
the Regional Final which 
takes place in February in 
York.  Mrs Sarah Osgerby  
Food Technician  

McMillan Coffee Morning 2016 

Thank you to all  Sixth Form students and staff who took part in our 
Macmillan   Coffee Morning on Friday 30th September. In total we 
raised £233.50 Mr Phil Logan Progress Leader Sixth Form 
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Lane Fox Challenge 
Some of our Duke of Edinburgh students had a very successful day at 
the Lane Fox Challenge competition. The students were amazing and did the school proud. 
The day consisted of a number of team building challenges which tested them physically 
and mentally. Although they finished very muddy and wet they were in high spirits the whole 
time, and I am extremely delighted to announce that we won first place! 

There were four-
teen other DofE 
groups and as 
this was our first 
entry, it shows how hard the 
students worked. 
We were also told by the       
organiser that we would have 
been presented with the award 
for best teamwork if we had not 
won the overall competition! 
Dr Hayley Evans             
DofE  Co-ordinator 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition 
Pictured are the three groups who completed the expedition part of the bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh award. The external     
assessors were very impressed with the 
groups and although it was cold and wet, that 
their enthusiasm kept them all moving. The 
groups will now have to prepare a presenta-
tion, which will be delivered in front of their 
parents and staff.  Leonney Wademan,     
Imogen Pickles, Natasha Kerman, Spencer 
Hurd, Zak Dalby, Jack Harrison, Scott Taylor, 
Oliver Temple, Chloe Lund, Laura Hills, Erin 
Fox, Rebecca Helliwell, Tarandeep Singh-
Athwal, Bailey Johnson, Elenor Thomas, 
Chloe Burbidge, Connor Stross, Morgan    
Mirzaali and Ryan Hills. 
Dr Hayley  Evans DofE Co-ordinator 
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Girls’ Under 13 Football 
The girls (pictured) represented 
Parkside School in the EFL football 
League Cup, hosted by Bradford 
City, at SportsZone in Bradford in 
November and we scored our first 
ever goal! 
The girls played really well and 
were a credit to themselves and the 
school. In some blustery and bitter-
ly cold conditions they managed to 
play some good football and really 
enjoyed themselves! They finished 
joint 4th in our league! They are: 
Megan Dobbin, Eve Robertshaw, 
Jessica Mann, Darcy Crabtree, 
Courtney Stone, Leah Smith and 
Morgan Ratcliffe.  Well Done girls! 
Mr Ben Miller Teacher of PE 

Senior Team Maths Challenge 
On Thursday 10th November I took the four 
students who are currently studying Further 
Mathematics to the regional heat of the Senior 
Team Maths Challenge at the University of 
Leeds. This is the first time the school has 
competed at the event. The 4 students had a 
wonderful time, were a credit to the school 
and really had their mathematical thinking 
challenged!  
The students were Cameron Allatt Year 13, 
George Turner, Chloe Carr and Josh Ellis 
from Year 12 
Mr Michael Coles Teacher of mathematics 
 

We put the FUN into FUNdraising! 
 
On Friday 18th November Parkside students 
managed to raise an amazing £353 in just 45 
minutes with activities in the hall at lunchtime!  



The Clothes Show Live! 

On Friday 2nd December, 45 students from Y9 – Y13 left school at 7a.m. to travel 

to Birmingham NEC to visit the Clothes Show. This was to be the very last show 

held in Birmingham and the organisers went all out to celebrate the last 27 years. 

The Alcatel fashion theatre presented ‘Rock the Runway’ showcasing present and 

future trends. It was a most vibrant and mesmerising catwalk show featuring over 

40 international models and dancers. It combined music, dance, graphics, lighting 

and cutting edge fashion in a dazzling assault on the senses. Anyone with an   

interest in Design, Textiles and/or the Creative Arts could not fail to be impressed. 

Boutique collections, graduate catwalk shows, celebrity special guests and exclusive interviews were on 

offer throughout the day. The ‘Discovered@ catwalk allowed students to get close up and personal with 

models and up and coming designers. GCSE and A Level students interested in studying Textiles or   

Design further visited the many University and College forums. Creative career seminars were also avail-

able.  

The day provided an opportunity for students to be inspired and to learn about what it takes to make it in 

this fast paced, ever changing industry.  In July 2017 the Clothes Show will present the ‘British Style   

Collective’ in Liverpool. Parkside School will be there! Mrs Jane Love Lead Teacher of Technology 
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Cutting edge professional development continues at Parkside 

The school’s work with the Teacher Development Trust continues to go from 

strength to strength as it looks to build on its nationally recognised Bronze 

Award for teacher development. A core part of the school’s professional   

development this year is underpinned by a model known as “Lesson Study”. 

Lesson Study is a Japanese model of teacher-led research in which a triad 
of teachers work together to target an identified area for development in 
their students’ learning. Using existing evidence, participants collaboratively research, plan, teach and 
observe a series of lessons, using ongoing discussion, reflection and expert input to track and refine their 
interventions. 
The Japanese Lesson Study model has been advocated in the UK by the National College for Teaching 
and Leadership and is proven to make a significant impact on pupil progress and the quality of teaching 
and learning within a school. 
The use of IRIS connect software has been integral to the programme. The software enables a teacher to 

reflect on their own teaching through reviewing their 
own teaching whilst also providing an opportunity to 
continually share the very best practice to others.  
Mr Matt Barratt Deputy Headteacher 
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Y11 students get ready for testing times ahead! 

The launch of the Y11 ASPIRE Masterclass and Revision evening was attended by over 200 parents and 

pupils on Thursday 3rd November. 

Students were provided with a comprehensive revision guide packed full of top tips and strategies to   

prepare effectively for their forthcoming mock exams and summer examinations. They have also just   

collected their subject revision guides that have been put together by their subject leaders and contain 

top tips and resources to help focus revision and skills that will be needed. All the revision guides can be 

found on the website http://www.parksideschool.net/curriculum/revision-resources should you wish to 

save an electronic copy too! 

As part of the ASPIRE programme, Mr Needham (Year 11 Progress Leader) outlined the core support 

offered to ensure every students can reach their academic and personal potential. A series of Master-

classes are on offer nearly every week from now until the run up to the exams. These are targeted     

sessions to help support and challenge specific learners. Mr Needham will contact parents weekly in   

order to make you aware that your child should be attending the session on offer (details of sessions can 

also be found on the website - http://www.parksideschool.net/curriculum/y11-aspire-masterclasses. 

As part of the programme, students will also have the opportunity for careers interviews, visits to          

university and hear from apprenticeship providers. As an extension to the programme this year we also 

shared with parents and students information regarding the National Citizen Service                                     

http://www.ncsyes.co.uk/.  The NCS provides opportunities for 15-17 year olds to embark on exhilarating 

challenges, make their mark and build skills for work and life.  As part of the programme, students, once 

selected, will undertake a week long residential followed by a community placement putting their leader-

ship skills to the test!    Students are required to apply independently of school but should your child re-

quire any assistance with the application please do not hesitate to speak to Mr Needham. 

http://www.parksideschool.net/curriculum/revision-resources
http://www.parksideschool.net/curriculum/y11-aspire-masterclasses
http://www.ncsyes.co.uk/
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EXAM PAPERSHOP 
The library continues to be a hive of activity for our Y11’s in preparation for 

their exams with them making full use of our exam paper and mark scheme 

facility. Nearly 1000 additional exams were completed by last year’s Year 11 

in preparation for their summer exams and this was certainly reflected in our 

huge increases in levels of progress across the school, especially in our continued uplift in A/A* grades in 

over 20 of the subjects we offer at GCSE!                                                                                                        

Sam Learning continues to go from strength to strength in supporting our  

students’ independent learning.  Over 4000 hours have been logged this term 

alone and the school is moving far ahead of the record of 3804 hours set by 

December last year! A huge well done to all the users, it’s clear to see the 

positive impact it is having on our pupils’ progress! 

Mr Matt Barratt Deputy Head Teacher 

Year 7 Netball Team 
We have been overwhelmed with the number of girls attending Netball training on Wednesdays after 
school, approximately one third of the girls in Year 7!  After 12 weeks of practice the A and B Team 
were eventually selected to play their first match against Bingley on Thursday 8th December.               
Unfortunately Bingley had to cancel.  Despite the girls’ disappointment we still had a focussed training 
session against the Y8 team.  All the girls attending practice are making excellent progress and we look 
forward to the league matches that will commence after Christmas.  The first practice session in 2017 will 
be on Wednesday 4th January.  All Year 7 girls, of all abilities, are welcome and it is guaranteed that the 

A and B team will change over the course of the season. Mrs Jo Sykes Assistant Head Teacher  



Parkside School 
Parkside Terrace 
Cullingworth 
Bradford  
West Yorkshire  
BD13 5AD 
Phone: 01535 272752 
Fax: 01535 274693 
mail@parksideschool.net 
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Elilie Bowden 
 
Year 11 Student Ellie Bowden  
is  celebrating international   
success again after winning a 
gold medal at the Luxembourg 
Open G1. Ellie earned her first 
gold at G-Class (international 
ranking) events after three 
amazing performances against 
opponents from Belgium and 
Italy 

Her coach Rick Simpson was 
delighted by her performance 
and said: "It was Ellie's day and 
she had a really good           
tournament. She showed real 
determination and never gave 
up. I'm so proud of her." 

 

Wreath Making Evening 
Our first ever Christmas 
wreath making evening was a 
great success with both     
parents and staff alike!   
 
There were some amazing 
creations and all for a fraction 
of the price you would get in a 
shop! 
With mince pies and mulled 
wine on offer, what’s not to 
like! 
 

Musical night at Parkside 
 
This year saw students from all year groups perform a      
musical set in a high school.  They staged the show on 
Thursday 8th and Friday 9th December.  Both nights were 
sold out! 
The audience were dancing in their seats and everyone had 
a fantastic evening! 
 


