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PARKSIDE POLICY FOR DRUGS EDUCATION  

 

Young people are increasingly exposed to illegal substances in their social lives and to 
inaccurate propaganda.  It is therefore essential that school provides a comprehensive 
learning programme to equip students with the skills and knowledge needed to make 
informed choices and lead healthy lives 
 
DRUGS – A DEFINITION: 
 

 A substance people take to change the way they feel, think or behave (United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) 

 
This definition includes all illegal and legal drugs including alcohol, tobacco, E cigarettes, 
legal highs and medicines  
  
AIMS  
  
 To provide accurate information about substances.  

  
 To increase understanding about the implications and possible consequences of use 

and mis-use of different substances.  
  

 To seek to minimise the risks that users and potential users face.  
  

 To widen understanding about related health and social issues e.g. sex, and 
sexuality, crime, HIV and AIDS.  
  

 To enable young people to identify sources of personal support.  
  

 To ensure that all students are taught the facts about the law pertaining to 
substance abuse.  

  
GUIDELINES  
  
Substance misuse sessions are delivered through drop down days, PHSE and through the 
Science curriculum.  Many of the skills relevant to drugs education are reinforced and 
extended in other elements of the curriculum. Learning opportunities are designed to:  
  
 give students accurate and relevant information which is age appropriate;  
 enable students to explore a range of attitudes towards substance abuse;  
 encourage students to develop an understanding of the role of drugs in society;  
 allow students to develop skills in assessment, assertiveness, communication, 

decision making, helping others and seeking appropriate help in relation to 
substance use and abuse.  

 
 
Other Agencies: 
 
We have access to the Local Authority’s Drug and Alcohol Team.  This team offers 1:1 
support and if necessary, support for the family.  We also use our Safer School Police 
Officers to intervene if necessary.  This may take the form of searching students, searching 
their lockers, working with parents of providing 1:1 advice. 
 
 



 

 

Consequences: 
 
The possession, use or supply of illegal and other unauthorised drugs within school 
boundaries is clearly unacceptable and in dealing with drug related incidents the school’s 
primary concern will be the health and safety of those involved and of the school 
community as a whole. 
 
Drugs related incidents can generally be placed into one of three categories: 
 

1. Rumours of use or dealing on or off the premises 
2. Actual use or dealing on or off the premises, including a first aid response 
3. Disclosures of own or others’ use from a student or parent and requests of help 

and support. 
 
Management of drug-related incidents  
 
Defining a drug-related incident: 
 
Drug-related incidents include any or all of the following:  
 

 drugs or drugs paraphernalia found on school premises;  

 students in possession of illegal or unauthorised drugs;  

 students supplying unauthorised or illegal drugs;  

 students under the influence of drugs, or exhibiting signs of intoxication or illness;  

 disclosure of drug use;  

 information which suggest student(s) are involved in substance misuse;  

 illegitimate sale/supply of drugs in the school vicinity;  

 involvement in ‘county line’ or gang-related drug issues  
 
If there are any suspicions, observations, disclosures or discoveries of situations involving 
illegal and other unauthorised drugs (possession, supply or imbibing):  
 

 Utmost priority will be placed on safety, meeting any medical emergencies with first 
aid and summoning appropriate help before addressing further issues. If in doubt, 
medical assistance will be sought immediately.  

 The Headteacher or an available member of SLT will be informed of the situation 
immediately.  

 Dialogue with the student(s) will be undertaken by the Headteacher or a member of 
SLT as soon as possible in order to determine the facts. The emphasis will be on 
listening to what people have to say and asking open rather than closed or leading 
questions. Consideration will be given to separating any students involved in the 
incident and ensuring that a second adult witness is present.  

 The Headteacher or a member of SLT will inform, consult and involve others as 
necessary. 

 Careful attention will be given to respecting the confidentiality of those involved.  

 Where they have reasonable grounds for suspecting that a student(s) may have an 
illegal or unauthorised drug, they will be escorted to a senior member of staff who 
will make every effort to encourage the individual to hand the item(s) over 
voluntarily, in the presence of a second member of staff. Where possible the gender 
of the member of staff carrying out a search will correspond to the gender of the 
student. Where the individual refuses, the Headteacher, or member of staff 
authorised by them, may exercise their statutory power to search the student(s) or 
their possessions, without consent. Education and Inspections Act 2006 (s93)  



 

 

 Staff may search school property, for example, students’ lockers, if they believe 
drugs to be stored there. Prior consent will always be sought. Individuals will be 
made aware that if consent is refused the school may wish to proceed with a 
search.  

 After any search involving students, parents/carers will normally be contacted by 
the school, regardless of whether the result of the search was positive or negative.  

 Any substance suspected of being a drug will be confiscated. In taking temporary 
possession of a suspected substance, a second adult witness will be present, the 
sample will be sealed in a plastic bag with details of the date, time and witness 
present and then locked in the security cupboard. If the substance is suspected to 
be an illegal drug, the police will be notified immediately, in order that they may 
collect it for identification and then store or dispose of it in line with locally agreed 
protocols. In the majority of cases, parents will be notified immediately unless this is 
not in the best interests of the student.  

 A detailed record of the incident will be made by the Headteacher or Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL). A copy of the record will be kept by the Headteacher and 
DSL 

 
The law permits school staff to take temporary possession of substances suspected of being 
illegal drugs for the purpose of preventing an offence from being committed or continued – 
provided that all reasonable steps are being taken to destroy the substance or deliver it to a 
person lawfully entitled to take custody of it. 
 
Responses to drug related incidents  
 
The school will consider each incident individually and will employ a range of responses to 
deal with each incident. Any response will balance the needs of the individual with those of 
the wider community and will aim to provide students with the opportunity to learn from 
their mistakes and develop as individuals.  
 
(i) While there is no legal obligation to inform the police, if an offence against the 

Misuse of Drugs Act is suspected or substantiated, it will be appropriate to consider 
contacting the police. If so, the Headteacher, or member of staff authorised by 
them, will make the call.  

(ii) If necessary, an urgent meeting will take place on the same day as the incident, or 
as soon as possible (between the Headteacher and appropriate member of SLT) in 
order to decide whether others outside the school should be informed. These may 
include parents/carers, the appropriate personnel in the LA, Childrens’ Social Care 
and police. 

(iii) Responses to / sanctions against students who commit drug offences will be 
decided following dialogue between the Headteacher, appropriate member(s) of 
staff, Drugs Liaison Officer and other appropriate colleagues. Possible responses 
include: - targeted intervention - referral - counselling - behaviour support plans - 
inter-agency programmes - fixed-term exclusion - pastoral support programmes - a 
managed move - permanent exclusion.  Responses and sanctions will take into 
account: - the seriousness of the incident - the short and long term welfare of the 
student(s) concerned - the short and long term welfare of other students - guidance 
in DfE and ACPO drug advice for schools (DfE-00001-2012) consistency with 
published school rules, codes and expectations - consistency with disciplinary action 
for other drug related incidents - consistency with disciplinary action for other 
misdemeanours. 

 
REVIEW  
  
All policies will be reviewed on a three year cycle.  



 

 

Annex A – References: 
 
‘Drug Strategy 2010 2010 HM Government Reducing demand, restricting Supply, building 
recovery:  
Supporting people to live a drug free life’ ‘DfE and ACPO Sept 2012  
 
DfE drug advice for schools’  
 
‘Smoking, drinking and April 2012 DfE use survey - 2009’  
 
PSHE Key Stage 3 & 4 PoS  
 
DfE (non-statutory programme of study) Science and Citizenship Nov 2011  
 
DfE Key Stage 3 & 4 PoS  
 
Annex B – Useful Organisations  
 
Addaction is one of the UK’s largest specialist drug and alcohol treatment charities. As well 
as adult services, they provide services specifically tailored to the needs of young people and 
their parents.  
 
The Skills for Life project supports young people with drug misusing parents.  
 
Website: www.addaction.org.uk ADFAM offers information to families of drug and alcohol 
users, and the website has a database of local family support services. Tel: 020 7553 7640 
Email: admin@adfam.org.uk Website: www.adfam.org.uk  
 
Alcohol Concern works to reduce the incidence and costs of alcohol-related harm and to 
increase the range and quality of services available to people with alcohol-related problems 
Tel: 020 7264 0510. Email: contact@alcoholconcern.org.uk Website: 
www.alcoholconcern.org.uk  
 
ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) A campaigning public health charity aiming to reduce 
the health problems caused by tobacco. Tel: 020 7739 5902 Email: enquiries@ash.org.uk 
Website: www.ash.org.uk  
 
Children’s Legal Centre operates a free and confidential legal advice and information service 
covering all aspects of law and policy affecting children and young people. Tel: 01206 
877910 Email: clc@essex.ac.uk Website: www.childrenslegalcentre.com  
 
Children’s Rights Alliance for England - A charity working to improve the lives and status of all 
children in England through the fullest implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. Email: info@crae.org.uk Website: www.crae.org.uk  
 
Drinkaware - An independent charity that promotes responsible drinking through innovative 
ways to challenge the national drinking culture, helping reduce alcohol misuse and minimise 
alcohol related harm. Tel: 020 7307 7450 Website: www.drinkaware.co.uk/ 
  
 

http://www.adfam.org.uk/
http://www.alcoholconcern.org.uk/
http://www.ash.org.uk/
http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/
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