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Over the next 2 years you will learn new content and 

skills linked to local, national and global geographical 

issues in-line with the AQA A-Level Geography 

specification (7037). Refer to this document and the 

specification for guidance and advice throughout the 

course when completing assignments, learning new 
content or revising for assessments. 

 

This specification will enable you to explore the world, its issues and their place in it. 
Within this, you will be able to explore current issues of local, national and global 
importance in contexts specific to different parts of the world. 

The topics to be studied are underlined in red and have been chosen due to clear links to 
your GCSE knowledge and with fieldwork in mind. 



 

Over the next 2 years you will look at and study some of the following elements: 

 Clearly explained concepts and related issues that will be explored and analysed. 

 Relevant, up-to-date and detailed case studies. 

 A variety of stimulus material such as maps, graphs, diagrams and photographs. 

 Key terms relating to each topic that are essential to the course. 

 Key questions to enable you to think about the topic or lesson in order to support you in 
understanding and processing information. 

 Fieldwork. 

 Geographical skills. 

 Practice questions and assignments. 

 Opportunities for further reading. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aims and assessment 

objectives – During your 

time studying this 
specification, you should 

aim to develop the 
following: 

 

 

 

  

Your knowledge of 

locations, places, processes 

and environments, at all 
geographical scales from 
local to global. 

 

 

 

  

An in-depth understanding of the 
selected core and non-core 

processes in physical and human 

geography at a range of temporal 

and spatial scales, and of the 

concepts which illuminate their 
significance in a range of locational 
contexts. 

 

 

 

  

An ability to recognise and 

analyse the complexity of 

people-environment 
interactions at all 

geographical scales, and 

appreciate how these 
underpin understanding 

of some of the key issues 
facing the world today. 

 

 

 

  

An understanding of, and 

an ability to apply, the 

concepts of place, space 
and environment, that 

underpin your knowledge 
from GCSE. 

 

 

 

  

An understanding of 

specialised concepts 

relevant to the core and 
non-core content. These 

must include the concepts 
of causality, systems, 

equilibrium, feedback, 

inequality, 
representation, identify, 

globalisation, 

interdependence, 
mitigation, adaptation, 

sustainability, risk, 

resilience and thresholds. 

 

 

 

  

A better understanding of the 
ways in which values, attitudes 

and circumstances have impact 
on the relationships between 

people, place and environment, 

and develop the knowledge and 
ability to engage, as citizens, 

with the questions and issues 
arising. 

 

 

 

  

Confidence and competence in 

selecting, using and evaluating a 
range of quantitative and 

qualitative skills and approaches 

and applying them as an integral 
part of your studies. This will 

include observing, collecting and 
analysing data. 

 

 

 

  

Main 
Assessment 
Objectives 

 

 

 

 

You should be able to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of places, environments, concepts, 
processes, interactions and change, at a variety of scales. 

 

 

 

  

You should be able to apply knowledge and 

understanding in different contexts to interpret, analyse 
and evaluate geographical information and issues. 

 

 

  

You should be able to use a variety of relevant 

quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills in order to 

investigate questions and issues, interpret, analyse and 
evaluate data and evidence, and construct arguments 

and draw conclusions. 

 



 

 

 

 

Making Connections – THINK LIKE A GEOGRAPHER! 

When you are studying one aspect of geography on  

this course, it is important that you recognise that the  
topic has connections to other aspects of geography.  

You will be expected the demonstrate your knowledge 

and understanding of these connections. What you  
should aim to do essentially is to ‘THINK LIKE A  

GEOGRAPHER.’ 
 

Command words used in the examinations 

One of the major challenges in an examination is interpreting the demands of the 
questions. Thorough revision is essential, but an awareness of what is expected from 

you is also required. Too often students attempt to answer the question which they 
think is there rather than the one that has actually been set. 

 

Correct interpretation, therefore, of the command words is vital to your success. A 
variety of words are used in this specification and some will demand more from you 

than others; some require a simple task to be performed; others require greater thought 
and a longer response. 

 
The following information will give you advice on the command words you will come 
across. 

Analyse… 
This requires you to break down concepts, 

information and/or issues to convey an 
understanding of them by finding connections 

and causes and/or effects. Such questions 

sometimes carry a large number of marks 

where you will be expected to write a 

relatively long piece of prose. 

Annotate… 

You are required to add a diagram, image or 
graphic material a number of words that describe 

and/or explain features, rather than just identify 
them (which is labelling) 

Calculate… 
You are required to work out the value of 

something. 

Define… 
You need to state the precise meaning of an 

idea of concept. Such questions usually 
require a relatively short answer, the size of 

the mark allocation being a useful indicator as 

to the length of answer required. The use of 
an example is ALWAYS helpful.  

Examine… 
You must consider carefully and provide a 

detailed account of the indicated topic.  

Interpret… 
The means that you are required to describe a 

meaning to something presented in the 
question.  



 

 

Describe… 

This requires you to give an account of something which may be an entity, an event, a feature, a pattern, 
a distribution or process. Explanations are not required. A good example would be when you are asked 

to describe a landform. In this case, asking the following questions to yourself will be useful ibn forming 

an answer: 

 What does it look like? 

 What is it made from? 

 How big is it? (include figures where possible) 

 What is its relationship to other features which maybe near it? 

When presented with a graph or table, you may be asked to ‘describe the changes in…’ Good use of 

accurate adverbs is required here – words such as rapidly, steeply, gently, slightly, greatly. 

Discuss… 

This is often used in questions which carry a large number of marks and require a lengthy piece of prose. 

You will be expected to build an argument about an issue, presenting more than one side of the 
argument. You should present arguments for and against, making good use of evidence and appropriate 

examples, and express an opinion of the merits of each side. YOU SHOULD CONSTRUCT A WRITTEN 
DEBATE.’  

It can be used in a variety of contexts such as: 

 Discuss the extent to which… where a judgement about the validity of the evidence or the 
outcome of an issue us clearly requested. 

 Discuss the varying/various attitudes to… where you are required to debate the variety of views 

that might exist. 

Evaluate…/Assess…/Critically… 
These command words ask you to consider several options and arguments, weigh them up and then 

come to a conclusion as their importance/success/worth. 

 
Assess asks for a statement of the overall quality or value of the feature or issue being considered. 

 
Evaluate asks you to give an overall statement of value. In both cases, your own judgement is requested, 

together with a justification for the judgement. 

 
The term critically often occurs, for example, critically evaluate… In this case you are being asked to look 

at an issue or problem from the point of view of a critic with a particular focus on the strengths and 

weaknesses of the points of being expressed. You should question not only the evidence itself but also its 

source and how it was collected. Such questions often carry a large number of marks where you will be 

expected to write a relatively long piece pf prose. 

Explain…/Why…/Suggest reasons for… 
Here you are required to set out the causes of a phenomenon and /or the factors the influence its 

form/nature. This usually requires and understanding of processes. Explanation is a higher level skill than 

description and will usually carry more marks. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Justify… 

This command word asks you to give reasons for the validity of a view, idea or why some action should 

be taken. This will involve discussing and discounting alternative views or actions. Decision making, for 

example, is not always straightforward. All options when decisions are made have positive and negative 
aspects. The options that are rejected may have some good elements and, equally, a chose option will 

not be perfect in every respect. When options have been rejected you should give an overall statement 
of why the negatives outweigh the positives, and, conversely, for a chosen option, why the positives 

outweigh the negatives. You should also be able to explain all of the review process. 

 

Outline…/ Summarise… 

You are required to provide a 
brief account of relevant 

information. This will require 

a relatively short answer, the 
mark allocation being a 

useful indicator as to the 

length of answer expected. 
 

State… 
This command word asks for a 

brief answer to a simple task. 

The mark allocation (which 
will be low) is a useful 

indicator as to the length of 
the answer required. 

 

To what extent… 
This means that you must form 

and express a view as to the 

merit or validity of a view or 

statement after examining the 

evidence available and/or 
different sides of an argument. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The introduction 

 
This does not 

have to be long - a 
few sentences 

should be 
sufficient.  It may 
define the terms 

set out in the 
question, set the 

scene for the 
argument to 

follow or provide 
a brief statement 

of the idea or 
viewpoint to be 

developed in the 
main part of the 

answer. 

 

The argument 

 
This is the main part of the answer. It 

should consist of a series of 
paragraphs, each developing one 

point and following on logically from 
the previous one. Try to avoid 

paragraphs that list information 
without any depth, and avoid writing 
all you know about a particular topic 
without any link to the question set. 
Make food use of exemplar material, 
naming real places and make them 

count by giving accurate details 
specific to those locations. You should 
aim to demonstrate good, and often 

critical, knowledge and understanding 
of concepts. 

 

The conclusion 

 
The conclusion, like 
the opening, should 
not be too long, It 

should reiterate the 
main points as stated 
in the introduction, 

but now supported by 
the evidence and facts 

given in the 
argument. It must 

address the command 
word(s) given in the 

question such as 
assess or evaluate. 

Skills required in producing a piece of extended prose (essay writing) 

Extended prose is a way of demonstrating your strengths and understanding of 

geography. Before you start to write an essay you must have a plan of what you will 

write, either in your head or on paper. All such pieces of writing must have a beginning 
(introduction), a middle section (argument) and an ending (conclusion). 

Should I produce an essay plan? 
If you produce an essay plan at all, it 

must be brief, taking only 2/3 minutes to 

write on a separate piece of paper. The 
plan must reflect the above formula and 

make sure you STICK TO IT! Be logical, 
and only write an outline, retaining the 

examples in your head to use at the most 
appropriate point in your answer. 

Important essay points 

 Always keep an eye on the time. 

 Make sure you write clearly and 

concisely. 

 Do not give confused answers, 

endlessly long sentences or pages of 

prose with no paragraphs. 

 Carefully read the question and 

answer the question as it has been 

set. 



 

 

 

Level Level Characteristics 
Level 1 (1-5 marks)  Will present a very limited and/or unsupported evaluative conclusion 

that is loosely based upon knowledge and understanding which is 
applied to the context of the question. 

 There will be very limited analysis and evaluation in the application of 
knowledge and understanding. The answer lacks clarity and 
coherence in this respect. 

 There will be very limited and rarely logical understanding to the 
application of knowledge and understanding in different contexts. 

 There will be very limited relevant knowledge and understanding 
shown of place(s) and environments. 

 Knowledge and understanding of key concepts and processes will be 
very isolated. 

 There will be very limited awareness of scale and temporal change 
which is rarely integrated where appropriate. 

 There may be a number of inaccuracies within the text. 

Level 2 (6-10 marks)  Some sense of an evaluative conclusion partially based upon 
knowledge and understanding which is applied to the context of the 
question. 

 Shows some partially relevant analysis and evaluation in the 
application of knowledge and understanding 

 Reveals some evidence of links between knowledge and 
understanding to the application of knowledge and understanding in 
different contexts. 

 Shows some partially relevant knowledge and understanding of 
place(s) and environments. 

 Reveals some knowledge and understanding of key concepts, 
processes and interactions and change. 

 Shows some awareness of scale and temporal change which is 
sometimes integrated where appropriate. 

 There may be a few inaccuracies in text.  

Level 3 (11-15 marks)  Shows clear evaluative conclusions that are based on knowledge and 
understanding which is applied in the context of the question. 

 Reveals generally clear, coherent and relevant analysis and evaluation 
in the application of knowledge and understanding. 

How are questions marked? 

Most questions will be marked using a levels of response mark scheme. This is where a 

scheme is broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. At each level the 
descriptor denotes the average performance expected at that level. Questions will be 

marked with schemes giving two or three levels, however, questions at A-Level that 
require a longer essay-type response will be marked using four levels. 

One typical four-level scheme is set out below, although it is entirely possible that 

schemes may have slight variations from that shown depending upon the wording and 
the set-up of the question. 



 Shows generally clear evidence of links between knowledge and 
understanding to the application of knowledge and understanding in 
different contexts. 

 Shows generally clear and relevant knowledge and understanding of 
place(s) and environments. 

 Reveals generally clear and accurate knowledge and understanding of 
key concepts and processes. 

 Shows generally clear awareness of scale and temporal change which 
is integrated where appropriate. 

Level 4 (16-20 marks)  Reveals detailed evaluative conclusions that are rational and firmly 
based on knowledge and understanding which is applied to the 
context of the question. 

 Makes a detailed, coherent and relevant analysis and evaluation ion 
the application of knowledge and understanding throughout. 

 Shows full evidence of links between knowledge and understanding 
to the application of knowledge and understanding in different 
contexts. 

 Reveals a detailed, highly relevant and appropriate knowledge and 
understanding of place9s0 and environments and used throughout 
the answer. 

 Shows, throughout the answer, a full and accurate knowledge and 
understanding of key concepts and processes. 

 Has a detailed awareness of scale and temporal change which is well 
integrated where appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joining A-Level Geography will be a study transition that needs background preparation. Prior research and deeper 

understanding of the course and subject material will be an essential part to the start of your successful studies. 

 

Summer Task 

Task 1: Water and Carbon Cycles 

This topic focusses on the major stores or water and carbon at or near the earth’s surface and the dynamic cyclical 

relationships associated with them. 

Investigate the drainage basin hydrological cycle and complete the following tasks:  

What is a drainage basin? 

Why is it an open system? 

Create a table which defines the following key terms: 

 Precipitation 

 Evapotranspiration 

 Interception 

 Infiltration 

 Overland Flow 

 Surface Storage 

 Soil Water 

 Channel Storage 

 Channel Flow 

 Groundwater Storage 

 Stemflow 

Can you identify which are inputs, outputs and stores? 

Task 2: Population and the Environment 

This topic will enable you to explore the relationships between key aspects of physical geography and population numbers, 

population health and well-being, levels of economic development and the role and impact of the natural environment.  

To gain a really interesting insight into some population issues the following youtube clip would be excellent to watch.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FACK2knC08E&t=605s – Hans Rosling: The Truth about population 
 
There are various other presentations which you can find on YouTube by Hans Rosling which investigate different elements of 
population  
 
We recommend that you read newspapers and keep up with the news on a daily basis – Focus particularly on migration and 
the current Syria Refugee crisis as this will be a case study which we focus on as part of the course. Below are some links to 
get you started: 
 

Migrant Crisis - http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-34131911  
 

Syria – The Story of the Conflict - http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-26116868 

Extra Challenge 

Use the link below to explore some of the Geography E-Reviews articles. Each edition focusses on a range of human and 

physical issues, with some specifically linking to the themes that you will study as part of the A Level Course. 

http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/geographyreviewextras 
 

Summer Preparation 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-34131911
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-26116868
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/geographyreviewextras


Recommended books to support you with this are: 

 
 AQA Geography A Level & AS: Human Geography Student Book - Oxford  

 AQA Geography A Level & AS: Human Geography Student Book – Oxford 
 A/AS Level Geography for AQA Student Book (A Level (AS) Geography for AQA) – Cambridge 

 Water and carbon cycles: Geography AQA A-Level and AS Level Study Guide.: Geography AQA A-
Level and AS Level Study Guide (2016+) – C McDonnell 

 Geofiles on the internet are very useful 
 
As you complete reading and research log this in the table below. 
 

Date Book/Website used What have you learnt? 

  
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/cka/Water-carbon-cycles-Geography-Level-Level-Guide/1535571969/ref=sr_1_13?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1497514954&sr=1-13&keywords=aqa+a-level+geography
https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/cka/Water-carbon-cycles-Geography-Level-Level-Guide/1535571969/ref=sr_1_13?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1497514954&sr=1-13&keywords=aqa+a-level+geography

