
Dear Parent / Carer, 

As you are now aware, the government has made the decision to close schools. The announcement yesterday 
stipulated that the only students able to continue to attend Parkside from Monday 23rd March are those who; 

 have an EHCP 
 those whose parents are both key workers 
 those whose families are receiving support from social services. 

We would also advise parents that they still have the overriding decision to send their child to school or not 
depending on the current info from Public Health England / DFE/ Government with regards to an individual’s health / 
risk to their health and self-isolation protocols. 

We are all in agreement that this will impact on the education of students and it is vital that as much ‘normality’ is 
kept as is possible. Staff have worked extremely hard to put together learning programmes based on what would 
have been studied, for all year groups and it is our expectation that staff will continue to add to these programmes 
(that are available by using the ‘remote closure’ link on our website). An additional ParentMail will follow to explain 
how to access this work ‘remotely’, later this morning. We would also expect students to continue to follow what 
would have been their timetable and undertake study in that subject, completing any work set by staff. Our rationale 
for this is simple; 

 Although Yr 11/13 do not now have exams, we are unclear as to how qualifications will be awarded. It is 
therefore vital that these students continue to study/revise / complete coursework, in order to prepare 
themselves for any further studies / work and make sure their knowledge gap is minimised. They will be in 
a strong position to undertake any academic/practical work at the appropriate level when the next stage in 
their education begins and won’t have to play ‘catch up’. 

 Yr 10/12 need to continue undertaking the work set, so that they are in a strong position academically to 
continue their studies on a return to school. None of us want them to be more disadvantaged on a return 
to school by having significant knowledge gaps, which could impact on their exams next academic year. 

 Yr 7-9 also need to make sure work is undertaken to prepare themselves for future studies, be that the start 
of a GCSE course or essential key stage 3 knowledge to prepare them for their future studies. 

We hope that this clarifies the rationale for the continuance of your child’s education and that in these 
unprecedented times you will continue to support them and school. We will continue to work hard on behalf of our 
students / your children and understand the concerns you will have at this time. 

We will continue to keep you up to date with any changes as they impact on us, via the school website / ParentMail. 
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