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Dear Parents and Carers  We are now coming to the end of our second term here at school and what a 

term it has been. I am proud to say that Parkside School has been shortlisted for the SKY Sports Awards, 

an initiative undertaken by Mr Russell, which is about improving and enhancing the learning of             

Mathematics through sport.  We have also been shortlisted in the Telegraph and Argus awards in the     

category of ‘most improved school’.  To be nominated for awards such as these again reflects what         

everyone here at Parkside School continues to undertake in order to make significant steps on the journey 

towards giving students the education they deserve. Fingers crossed!!  

Next half term is especially important for Years 11, 12 and 13, who are involved in external exams which 

will impact on their future plans and choices. The school will be running intervention/revision classes for 

both Year 11 and the 6th Form in order to maximise their chances of success. Easter revision days for 

subjects will include splitting groups and working with individuals and small groups of students. I would ask 

that parents support this, as the progress of their child is of paramount importance in order to secure their 

future. Staff continue to work hard to offer as many classes as possible. These are already taking place 

before school, at lunchtimes, after school and will also happen during the holidays. Please make sure your 

child attends or contact the school if attendance to any revision session creates difficulties for you.  

Year 9 have also made their option choices which will enhance the potential career pathway they wish to 

follow.  

In order to enhance significantly both the academic and social education of our students and create       

outstanding citizens and role models for the future, there has been a multitude of extra-curricular trips and 

activities for our students. The inaugural Rugby tour to the North - West last year was a resounding       

success; this year sees the teams going off to pit their wits against teams from the Isle of Man – good luck 

to all. The Humanities Faculty is undertaking field work visits and we have the ski trip and Poland visits to 

come.  

Could I again ask if you are aware of any successes or achievements gained by our students that you   

report them to Majella McColgan (PIW) so that we can celebrate in school and enhance the ‘student cele-

bration wall’.  

Once again, many thanks for your continued support of Parkside School and its students. I wish you all a 

happy Easter. Kind Regards Andy Taylor Headteacher  

 

Cross Country  Eliza Findlay and Poppy Ballantine both rep-
resented Parkside in the Intermediate Girls’ race at the Bradford 
Schools Cross Country Championships on 13th January. Eliza 
ran a gutsy race and raced away to a tremendous win while 
Poppy backed her up well in 7th place.  Mason Mirzaali finished 
in 8thplace in the Intermediate Boys race. Eliza was then select-
ed to represent Bradford in the West Yorkshire Schools Cross 
Country Championships, which were held on 6th February.  Eliza 
ran a great race in appalling conditions to finish in 6th position 
and helped Bradford to achieve 2nd team place behind Wake-
field.  As a result of her fine run, Eliza has now been selected to 
represent West Yorkshire in the English Schools Cross Country 
Championships to be held on 5th March. Good luck Eliza!!  
Helen Mayho  

Excellence for All    



It’s not Rocket Science, or is it! 
The Science department at Parkside School are thrilled to have had their application to take part in the 
RHS Campaign for School Gardening and the UK Space Agency national schools project, Rocket Sci-
ence, accepted this week.  The project, Rocket Science, will give around half a million UK children the 
chance to learn how science in space contributes to our knowledge of life on earth.  Two kilograms of 
rocket seeds have been sent with Tim Peake to spend 6mths with him on the International Space Station. 
After they return to the UK, they will be packaged up with identical seeds that 
have stayed on earth. Participating schools will each receive two packets of 100 
seeds to grow and compare. Schools will be invited to input their results into a 
national online database so that results can be compared across all schools in 
the UK. The exciting project is aimed at inspiring pupils to think scientifically and 
helping them to see the potential of future careers in STEM (Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering, Maths) and Horticulture.  Caroline Handley  
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National Harry Potter 

Night  Thursday night was 

National Harry Potter Night, 

and 20 of our budding witch-

es and wizards had a magi-

cal time at the Hogwarts 

Parkside Campus event in 

the LRC with Professors Charlton and Wat-

son. The sorting hat put them into houses, 

spell books were made and 

filled with spells, wands were 

made and forgetfulness po-

tions created. The big quiz 

was won by Slytherin (fair and 

square - honest!) The event 

was rounded off with a visit to 

Honeydukes sweet shop. A 

big thankyou to the sixth-formers who were house Heads and Prefects.  Lesley Watson 

 

Lego Competition   
The competition was the First World Lego League, a global Science and Technology competition which is 
run every year. There are over 250,000 students taking part worldwide. There are three parts to the com-
petition which is based around a real world problem. These include: the robot game where students have 
to programme a robot to overcome various obstacles. A presentation which was focused on recycling. The 

students interviewed the canteen 
manager and came up with a solu-
tion to food waste. The Core Skills 
where pupils had to complete a 
problem by working together as part 
of a team.  The students who took 
part were: Jacob Wright, Bradley 
Wass, Charlie Alvey, Sonny       
Marshall, James Picton, Abbey   
Bayliss and Joe Ogden who helped 
mentor the students.  There is more 
information on the website http://
firstlegoleague.theiet.org/about/
index.cfm  Hayley Evans 

http://firstlegoleague.theiet.org/about/index.cfm
http://firstlegoleague.theiet.org/about/index.cfm
http://firstlegoleague.theiet.org/about/index.cfm
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Junior European Jiu-jitsu Championships 

Parkside students Alectra and Elisha Keating picked up Gold and 

Silver medals at the Junior European Jiu-Jitsu Championships in 

Wolverhampton.The sisters have only been doing Jiu-jitsu for just 

over a year, they attend The Gracie Barra Jiu-Jitsu Club in   

Bradford. This was the 

first time the European 

Championships have 

been held in Britain.  

Year 8 Student Alectra 

picked up the gold after 

defeating her sister    

Elisha who is in Year 9 

who took the silver.  

Alectra said she enjoys Jiu-Jitsu because it is good fun and she 

loves sparring.  Next, they will be hoping to represent their club 

in a small inter-club competition with children from other clubs 

this year. 

Anti-Bullying Week  During last term, the Anti-Bullying Champions led the assemblies for Anti-
Bullying Week 2015 for Year 7 through to Year 11. This 
years theme was to ‘Make A Noise About Bullying’ and 
was designed by the group whose members currently 
come from Years 8, 11 and 12. The group is currently 
working on a workshop for Year 7 which will explore bully-
ing in more detail. The work-
shops are going to take place 
during registration time this 
term. Pictured L to R are:    
Ben Jordan, Jordan Pullen 
Shona Wilson Damien Deblick       

and Josh Keach.  Jordan Pullen Year 11 

Cyberbullying Workshops This term a group of 6th Form students visited Cullingworth Primary 
School to run two Anti-Bullying and Cyber-Bullying workshops with Years 4 & 5. 
Our students have spent the past month researching and coming up with solutions and advice as to the 

best ways to tackle these issues and         
delivered a factual, informative yet fun hour 
long workshop for the Primary school        
students. 
We were all really pleased with how the    
session went and the feedback we have had 
from staff and students. Even better was 
hearing the children leaving the classroom 
saying ‘I can’t wait to go to Parkside now!’ 
The students involved were: Amy-Jade     
Barlow, Natalie Bennett, Charlotte Burton, 
Maisie Campbell, Lydia Ettenfield, Tahira 
Khan, Chloe McKell, Issy Millbank, Charlotte 
Murgatroyd, Jess Nelson, Charlotte Peers & 
Rajan Sohal. Phil Logan 
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Hello, my name is     
Catherine Beaumont.    
I am delighted to be the 
first ever social work   
student on placement at 
Parkside School and I will 

be here until the end of May.  I am excited to 
work with students, parents, staff and the       
community. I will be offering a lunchtime drop-in 
service every Monday and Friday, open to all  
students, to talk about issues that affect their 
school performance, behaviour or socialisation. 
Offering non-teaching student support through 
one-to-one, workshop or school-wide sessions, I 
will help to address issues relevant to the student 
population such as exam stress, improving      
self-esteem and building resilience. 

 

Sixth Form Health and Social 
Health & Social Care students in Year 12 excelled 
themselves during their 2 week assessment at the 
Cullingworth Over 60’s.  
Students had to engage in ‘one to one’            
conversations, organise activities then lead said 
activities in a group setting.  The Over 60’s had a 
great time playing pass the parcel, catchphrase 
and mastermind.  Phil Logan 

Maths Challenge  We would 
like to congratulate our Y9, 10 
and 11 Maths students who 
took part in this year's UKMT 

Intermediate Maths Challenge. The top 40% of   
students nationally receive a gold, silver or bronze 
certificate and those who score highly are invited to 
sit the European Kangaroo papers.  Certificates 
were awarded to:  Chloe Carr - Gold and invited to 
the next round George Turner – Silver,               
Matthew Worstead – Silver, Thomas Say – Silver, 
May Campbell – Bronze, Jonathan Crabtree – 
Bronze, Archie Wright – Bronze. 
The next Junior Maths Challenge, aimed at         
students in Y7 and Y8, will take place on Thursday 
28th April 2016. We will look forward to our next set 
of results!  Lynne Laoufir  

Musical Cakes 
As part of the new homework system in the 
Music department, students get to pick a 
weekly challenge/project which they must all 
complete. This week students in Year 7 
chose to make musical themed cakes, which 
had to include the correct black and white 
note structure of a keyboard/piano. Pictured 
are students from Mrs Ballantine’s class 

Car Mechanics  Year 10 have now 

nearly completed half of their 1st year at 

Keighley College studying the Car      

Mechanics qualification (left) 

Rewards Right, is Mr   Needham 

dishing up a reward lunch to the rugby 

team! Far right having their pizza lunch 

with the Head are the Year 10 Super-

stars, whose attendance and behaviour 

has been fantastic a real example to the 

school Mrs Higginson is very proud 
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Motor Cross Trials      

Pictured ls Year 10 student 

Olivia Brooksbank who took 

part in Spen Valley MCC's 

trial at Harden Moor.  Olivia, 

won the Class B youth class 

on her Sherco machine.  

Well Done Olivia! 

Pictured are the Year 8 girls who have been coached 
by Robbie Hill from the RFU.  This is part of a six 

week taster programme of rugby which we are running in PE lesson 
time.  Zeenat Kauser and Morgan Myers are enjoying it so much that 
they went to play for Baildon U13 girls’ team last week-end. It was a 
thrilling match which both girls 
enjoyed tremendously. Our 
thanks go to the RFU and to 
parents for supporting 
Parkside in our mission to pro-
vide a wide range of sporting 
opportunities for our students. 
Helen Mayho 

Girls’ Rugby  

Representatives who initiated 
the Claret and Amber Cam-
paign were invited on the 
pitch for a cheque presenta-
tion to the Plastic Surgery and 
Burns Research Unit. 
Teacher Ben Miller was 
there with    Adam Vaux and 
Callum Wear to represent the 
school. At Parkside we man-
aged to raise £685.26 towards 
the appeal, by students com-
ing to school dressed in claret 
and amber 

Parkside Puppy Project 
The idea came from our Student Leadership Team (StLT), and their aim 
is for the school to sponsor at least 33 puppies one for each form group.  
The StLT delivered assemblies to all our students and Mr Needham   
arranged for students to study about guide dogs during their PCSHE les-
sons.  The idea was to leave a lasting legacy, with the Parkside Puppy 
Project continuing for years to come. When the current Year 11 students 
leave they would hand over the sponsorship of their puppies to the new 
year seven groups.   We will  also be holding a non-uniform day on the 
last day of term Wednesday 23rd March, and this would go towards the 
‘Name a Puppy at School’ scheme with Parkside School naming their 

own puppy.   
Pictured are 3 
of the puppies 
we are spon-
soring: Fifi, Ed-
die and Fargo 

Sky Sports Living  for Sport  Following the success of the Sky Living 
for Sport project that was run within Maths using 5-a-side Football, the 
school was delighted to hear that its Athlete Mentor, Rugby League inter-
national Paul Broadbent, had nominated Dave Russell, Lead Maths 
Teacher, for the Living for Sport Teacher of the year and also the project, 
implemented by Matt Barratt, Deputy Headteacher, for the Living for 
Sport School project of the year.  The project used 5-a-side football as a 
basis for Maths teaching and helped significantly the attendance and atti-
tudes to learning of all involved. Importantly it also helped improve the 
students’ average level of Maths progress from 2.01 to 2.76 within the 8 
weeks.   
Following the nomination the school had to report the fantastic impact 
that the project had in order to make the final shortlist of 20 schools with-
in the whole of England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland and Northern Ireland. I 
am delighted to report success at this stage and we should find out in the 
very near future if we have won! 
To be nominated and make the top 20 
within the United Kingdom is a fantastic 
achievement and a great reflection of the 
commitment of all the staff and students 
involved within the project. Matt Barratt 


