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Dear Parents and Carers  
I’ve never seen the word unprecedented used as much in recent weeks and months. However, I am in 

the unprecedented situation of having to introduce myself as the new head teacher via a newsletter and 

parent mail rather than my preferred method of face to face.  I will give it a go and hope that in due 

course I will get to meet as many of you as possible in person. 

As I have shared with you previously, I have come from a Leeds School having been in senior leadership 

for 15 years.  I am also a mum to 3 boys; one in Y7, one in Y9 and one in Y11.  My first love is teaching 

and learning and I have an absolute passion and commitment to providing the best opportunities for 

young people, both academically but also in terms of their all-round personal development. 

One thing I have had chance to do, despite the unprecedented situation we are in, is to work with the 

staff and governors to focus on the new vision and values for Parkside School.  It is these that I want to 

share with you today.  Our vision for Parkside School is that Parkside School should visibly and substan-

tively impact on the community it is embedded within.  This impact should be important, meaningful and 

considerable. This means young people from Parkside should develop into well-rounded young people 

who know how to keep themselves safe.   

We want students to have a personal and specific hope for the future which they can articulate, believe in 

and share with others; students who can empathise, critique, protect, love, inspire, make, design, explore 

and understand; students who are willing to try things they have never done before, do things they don’t 

want to do and be willing to reinvent themselves to become the best that they can be. 

This year we are focussing on 3 values for Parkside School.  The first is Wellbeing.  Essential in the    

current situation, it is also critical to securing a foundation from which young people can grow.  The     

second is Resilience.  So often, young people lack resilience. Now more than ever we need to focus on 

making a quick recovery from the difficulties we have experienced and this last week has shown that this 

journey will continue to be challenging.  Finally, and the one which is closest to my heart, is Courage.  To 

take Parkside from the good school that it is to the exceptional school I want it to be, we will need to be 

courageous.  We will need to try new things, be open to change and have the courage to put ourselves 

out of our comfort zones in order to grow. 

As with all visions, they mean little unless there is a clear plan for how they will be achieved.  At Parkside 

this plan will focus on 4 areas.  The first is exceptional personal development, ensuring that pupils have 

access to wide and varied opportunities inside and outside of the classroom; high quality personal, social 

and health education and a strong rewards and praise structure.  The second is excellent preparation for 

the future.  This certainly includes high quality careers advice but also explains my focus on personal  

appearance, uniform and professional dress.  Thirdly, excellent partnerships for learning.  I want us to 

work closely together and for students to see that this collaboration is focussed on ensuring their every 

success.  Hopefully, you will have received your Class charts and Edulink logins as the first step to giving 

you an improved insight to how your child is doing in their lessons.  Finally, excellent achievement.      

This will only be achieved with excellent teaching and learning in the classroom and when students have 

the self-confidence, self-esteem and support to become someone they may have never seen before – 

their very best selves. 

I would like to reiterate my invitation for you to arrange an appointment with me should you wish to      
discuss anything in this communication.  This could also be by phone.  Feedback is a gift but it is         
important that feedback is given for growth.   

Mrs Katharine Needham Headteacher 

Excellence for All 
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A Level Results 2020 
Once again we are delighted with our 
Year 11 and 13 students who have 
achieved fabulous results despite a 
very difficult year. We have seen fur-
ther improvements in our GCSE and 
A’Level results, for example, our 
Sixth Form grade has improved to a 
B- and at GCSE the Maths and Eng-
lish combined grade 5 or better in-
creased to 50%, and 20% of our stu-
dents achieved grades 7-9. This has enabled Parkside students to follow a wide variety of cours-
es and destinations in their future education. 
 
There were some absolutely outstanding individual performances with one student achieving 3 
A* grades at A’level as well as an A* in the Extended Project Qualification which is part of our 
Sixth Form enrichment programme. At GCSE, one student achieved 5 grade 9’s and 4 grade 
8’s. 
 
The amazing destinations and further education for Year 13 Parkside Students include: 
University of Cambridge – Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 
Rolls Royce, Derby – Degree Level Apprenticeship 
Loughborough University – Maths, Accounting and Financial Management 
Newcastle University – English Literature 
Smith-Butler Accountancy – Degree Level Apprenticeship 
Leeds Beckett University – Theatre and Performing Arts, Law, Accounting and Finance,          
Civil Engineering, Science of Sport Performance, Sports Coaching 
Durham University – Engineering 
Huddersfield University – Counselling with Psychology, Occupational Therapy 
York St John University – Physiotherapy, Interior Design 
University of Leicester – Physics with Astrophysics 
University of Manchester – Speech and Language Therapy 

Manchester Metropolitan University – 
Human Physiology  
 
Nottingham Trent University –  
Veterinary Nursing 
University of Nottingham –  
Civil Engineering 
University of Sheffield –  
Chemical Engineering with Energy 
Leeds Trinity University –   
Primary Education,  
University of Bradford –    
Civil and Structural Engineering 
Leeds Arts University –  
Foundation Diploma in Art and Design 
Lancaster University –  
Design  
University of Reading –  
Microbiology  
Northumbria University –  
Architecture and the Built Environment 
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In Year 11 we have had a significant 
increase in the number of students re-
maining at Parkside for their Sixth 
Form education, to study an extensive 
range of academic and vocational 
courses alongside a wide variety of en-
richment courses / activities. 
Other destinations for our Year 11   
students include: 
Keighley College - Batty Developments 
– Construction Apprenticeship 
Keighley College – R & J Riley Joinery – Carpentry           
Apprenticeship 
Appris – Advanced Couplings – Engineering Apprenticeship  
 
Askham Bryan College - Animal Care – Level 2 
Beechcliffe – Life & Living Skills – Entry Level 
Bradford City FC – Sports – Level 3 
Bradford College – Music Performance – Level 3 
Bradford Park Avenue – Sports – Level 3 
Calderdale College – Welding & Fabrication – Level 1 
Craven College – Land & Wildlife – Level 2 
Craven college – Aviation Operations – Level 3 
Craven College – Equine Management – Level 3 
Shipley College – Horticulture – Level 3 
Shipley College – Creative Media Production – Level 2 & 3 
St Helen’s College – VFX, Games & Animation – Level 3 
Leeds Art University – Art & Design – Level 3 
York College – A Levels – Level 3 

 

GCSE RESULTS DAY!  
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St John’s Church Cullingworth 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Harvest Festival is a time when we give thanks for the things we 
enjoy and try to help those who are struggling. Like everything 
else, Harvest Festival will be different this year. We are more 
grateful of the things we have and even more aware of those in 
need. St John’s Church in Cullingworth is holding Harvest Festi-
val on Sunday 11 October. They are collecting tins and dried 
food which will go to support our local foodbanks, helping local 
people. You can bring a gift of tinned or dried food to school in the week of Monday 5 October to 
Friday 9 October. The church is also open each Wednesday afternoon for personal prayer from 
2pm to 3pm so you could drop it there on Wednesday 7 October between those times. There will 
be a Zoom All Age Harvest Festival service run by the church on Sunday 11 October at 11.15am. 
If you would like to join, the link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89105329682?pwd=ZldVS1BrT1RQc05oc1ZJNE4xeHV1UT09  

SOMETHING SPECIAL TO REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 When someone dies it is good to have special times to remember them. Whether the person you 
would like to remember has died recently or a long time ago, St John’s Church are having a spe-
cial time at the end of October to give thanks for and remember people who have died. We would 
like to write the names of those being remembered on purple ribbons which will be displayed out-
side the church over the weekend of 30 October to 2 November. If you would like a purple ribbon 
to write a name on, or if you would like us to write a name on a ribbon for you, please contact 
Rev’d Richard: richard.burge@leeds.anglican.org or 01535 273758  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89105329682?pwd=ZldVS1BrT1RQc05oc1ZJNE4xeHV1UT09
mailto:richard.burge@leeds.anglican.org
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Madison Hayhurst 
During Lockdown Parkside’ 
student Madison Hayhurst had 17 inch-
es of her hair cut off. 
She raised £400 and donated it along 
with her hair to the Little Princess Trust 
.  

Amy Campbell-Wright  
During lockdown Year 7 Student Amy Campbell 
Wright went to work with her dad in Salford, 
where she met a local community poet. She read 
him one of her poems and he was so impressed 
he asked her to submit poems for an online 
event he was organising in collaboration with 
Salford's Suicide Prevention team for Suicide 
Prevention Day. 
Amy had two poems selected. They have been 
pre-filmed them and were shown as part of the 
online event. 

Brandon John-Baptiste in Year 13 has had 

great response to all his music. He writes, 

sings and plays and has licensed and sells his 

music on line 

You can listen online at  

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=kR4W-

Z2m41E&feature=youtu.be 

 

Brandon John Baptiste 



Lockdown Cookery Skills 
During lockdown Parkside’s budding chefs just 
kept on cooking!  
They submitted their work by email with  a full set 
of photographs of the full practical.   
Here are a selection of photos of their efforts 
Contributions by: 
Roan Sheriff, Arthur Robinson, Ethan Greenbamk, 
Nathan Sunley, Thomas Jepson, Karl Bennett and 
Isambard Oram 
  



Harriet Norman 
Harriet Norman (now of 9 Bronte A) entered the      
national ‘500 Words’ story writing competition.  
Unfortunately, she didn’t make it to the final eight, but 
getting through to the penultimate round when they 
had around 6000 stories submitted was a fantastic 
achievement.  
Her story ‘Broken by Words’ got some fantastic feed-
back, which really encouraged her to keep writing.  
Her parents are very proud of her and rightly so 
Well Done Harriet! 

 

Bradford Schools FA Under 12s 
We are proud to announce that Thomas Thackray, Alex Townsend, Reuben Tyson and Archie 
Walker have been elected to represent the Bradford Schools FA team at Under 12’s:   
This is a huge achievement and the students will go on to represent the Bradford district com-
peting across Yorkshire.   



Kahal Mallaghan  
Kahal Mallaghan is a singer songwriter. He writes all his own material. He also 
produces and edits his work. 
His latest EP is called Human Hubris. You can find it here on Spotify  

https://open.spotify.com/
album/1taP46yxyIXmdLKlYENDg1?
si=GJR4nWUHSYmDgI78x01Dig 
 
His first album was Sincerely Blair you can find it 
here on Spotify  
https://open.spotify.com/
album/2b95iDYoLmEjZR7X45jxSI?
si=YjvFjGZWQzefLUeIUfiaOw 
 
Kahal also shot a video for one of his songs Apple 
Crumble . You can see it here on YouTube. Over 
1,000 views in a week 
 
Kahals new song Slumber has over 5,000 streams 
on Spotify.  
 
He works very hard on his music, completely self 
taught on his various guitars. 
 
https://youtu.be/RhSFjz9BSnk  

Cienna Rothery  

During lockdown Cienna 

helped decorate her bedroom 

and really enjoyed it.   

Her parents were very proud of 

her doing remote learning with 

her 4-year-old brother and 

taught him how to write his 

name.   

Cienna also enjoyed bike riding 
and going on family walks, an-
other achievement was  paint-
ing all the garden decking and 
a great talent she found in bak-
ing cakes.  

Suhayb Mohammed  

Suhayb has been working on solving the Rubik’s cube dur-

ing the lockdown. He had been setting personal best tar-

gets and trying to solve it in the shortest time possible.  

He started at 8 minutes and now can 
solve it in under a minute. 
He's still practising trying to  
get it to 30 seconds. 
That is amazing Suhayb 
Well Done! 

Charlotte Docherty  

Charlotte Docherty created 
this stunning artwork to com-
memorate VE day in  May 

https://open.spotify.com/album/1taP46yxyIXmdLKlYENDg1?si=GJR4nWUHSYmDgI78x01Dig
https://open.spotify.com/album/1taP46yxyIXmdLKlYENDg1?si=GJR4nWUHSYmDgI78x01Dig
https://open.spotify.com/album/1taP46yxyIXmdLKlYENDg1?si=GJR4nWUHSYmDgI78x01Dig
https://open.spotify.com/album/2b95iDYoLmEjZR7X45jxSI?si=YjvFjGZWQzefLUeIUfiaOw
https://open.spotify.com/album/2b95iDYoLmEjZR7X45jxSI?si=YjvFjGZWQzefLUeIUfiaOw
https://open.spotify.com/album/2b95iDYoLmEjZR7X45jxSI?si=YjvFjGZWQzefLUeIUfiaOw
https://youtu.be/RhSFjz9BSnk


 
 
During these strange times stress in young people and 
adults can become more common. 
Practising mindfulness can help to reduce stress and anxi-
ety, improve your memory, and help with concentration. 
Maintaining a mindful life can benefit  your emotional 
health, relationships and communication skills now and in 
the future. 
A great place to start with mindfulness is with some basic 
breathing exercises. Take one minute out of your day to sit 
and focus on your breath. Notice the air going in and out of 
your nostrils as your chest rises and falls. If your mind wan-
ders, gently bring it back to focus on your breathing. 
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Isobelle Aitkin 

 

During lockdown Isobelle Aitken who is currently in Year 9 and 

her 8 year old brother were set monthly targets to walk fifty  

miles per month in April, May and June. 

They smashed these targets and actually walked 80, 80 and 

90 miles making 250 miles in total. They got a medal each 

month for their achievements. 

 

Isobelle has also been selling hair bows and clips that she has 

hand sewn from her garden to raise funds for the NHS chari-

ties. She has raised £50. 

Fantastic work Isobelle 

 
Chloe Graham who is now in Year 8, had a difficult time in lockdown.  Her Nan had quite a few 
problems and was either in a care home or hospital throughout lockdown. 
The good news is that they all escaped Covid 19, but much more than that, the joy Chloe brought 
to her Nan’s neighbours.  Throughout her Nan's absence Chloe walked 6 miles a day to feed the 
cat and noticed some of the neighbours were lonely due to shielding. She spoke to them all 
through the window, she drew rainbow pictures for them to display in their windows, took 
prescriptions to the chemist and also delivered top up shops to their homes.   
Despite losing almost the whole of the day due to walking and time with Nan's cat 
she kept up with all schoolwork.  She has made her mum so proud and is a 
lockdown superhero. 

Chloe Graham 
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There were plenty of PE and sporting activities set, during lock-
down, for all our students to take part in to keep fit and active.  
We had various e-mails, from students, letting us know what 
they had been up to, from bike riding, running and walking, to 
individual fitness sessions.  
We did set a challenge for our PE students 'the 2-minute chal-
lenge'. The winner of this challenge was Max Williams (Year 9) 
who accumulated an impressive total overall, especially for 
number of football kick ups (see below). 
 Congratulations Max and thanks to all the students who have 
been following the work set and keeping fit and active!  

The PE Team. 

 

With 24 hours 
lockdown notice 
we managed to 
put together a 
leaving assembly 
for the Year 13’s 
on their last day. 
The Sixth Form 
team put together 

a slide show of photo memories over 
the years. Students and staff then had 
an open mic session sharing their 
memories of their journey through 
school with each other.  They all  
received a leavers key ring and an 
Easter egg. Mrs D Metcalfe  
Sixth Form Student Support Leader 


