
 

Course Summary – Edexcel AS Level Religious Studies 

Course: GCSE – Religious Studies  Overall Summary 

Unit / Module Exam / Controlled 
Assessment 

% of course UMS allocation Marks available UMS / RAW mark grade boundaries from 2014 

UMS  Grade 

AS – UNIT 1 – 
Foundations 

1 hour 45 min 
exam 

25% 100 90 160  A 

AS – UNIT 2 – 
Investigations 

1 hour 15 min 
exam 

25% 100 50 140  B 

A2 – UNIT 3 – 
Developments 

1 hour 45 min 
exam 

25% 100 90 120  C 

A2 – UNIT 4 - 
Implications 

1 hour 15 min 
exam 

25% 100 50 100  D 

     80  E 

     0  U 

Y12 – Unit / Module Map Time allocation 

Half term 1 Half term 2 Half term 3 Half term 4 Half term 5 Half term 6 

The Cosmological 
Argument 

The Problem of Evil 

The Design Argument 
Utilitarianism 

Situation Ethics 

Relationship between 
religion & morality 

In-depth ethical 
investigation – abortion 

In-depth ethical 
investigation – abortion 

Revision & exam 
Preparatory work for Year 

13 

 

Y13 – Unit / Module Map Time allocation 

Half term 1 Half term 2 Half term 3 Half term 4 Half term 5 Half term 6 

The Ontological 
Argument 

Life After Death 

Critiques of Religious 
Belief 

Natural Moral Law 
Religious Language 

Religious Language 
Virtue Ethics 

Deontological Ethics 
Critiques of the 

relationship between 
religion & morality 

Textual analysis of 
philosophical work and 

their implications on 
society 

Textual analysis of 
philosophical work and 

their implications on 
society 

Revision & exam 
 

 

 

Subject Overview –Curriculum pathway 



Unit 1 
 

Name 
Foundations 

 Unit 2 
 

Name 
Investigations 

UMS / RAW mark grade boundaries from 2014  UMS / RAW mark grade boundaries from 2014 

UMS RAW mark Grade  UMS RAW mark Grade 

80 68 A  80 40 A 

70 63 B   70 37 B 

60 58 C  60 34 C 

50 53 D  50 31 D 

40 49 E  40 28 E 

 

 

Unit 3 
 

Name 
Developments 

 Unit 4 
 

Name 
Implications 

UMS / RAW mark grade boundaries from 2014  UMS / RAW mark grade boundaries from 2014 

UMS RAW mark Grade  UMS RAW mark Grade 

90 82 A*  90 47 A* 

80 76 A  80 44 A 

70 70 B   70 40 B 

60 64 C  60 36 C 

50 59 D  50 32 D 

40 54 E  40 28 E 

  



 

 

Year 12 Year 13 

Scheme of work Scheme of work 
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Subject Overview – 2 Year Curriculum pathway 

2 year progression 

How learning of skills and knowledge will occur 



 

Year 13 A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES – PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS 

Exam specification requirements1 
 

The overall A2 exam expects students to study specific theories within Philosophy of Religion and Ethics. As a department we teach them one more theory than 
they need to know so that they have a ‘back up’ topic in case of a tricky question on the exam paper. We teach the Ontological Argument for the existence of God, 
beliefs about life after death, religious language, and critiques of religious beliefs from the Philosophy topics; and critiques of the relationship between religion and 
morality along with deontological ethical theory, natural moral law and virtue ethics from the Ethics topics.  
 
The final unit expects students to analyse an anthology of texts from 3 scholars. They use their synoptic knowledge from the full A Level course to pick apart these 
texts and analyse them in a way that demonstrate a thorough and in-depth knowledge of Philosophy, whilst discussing and evaluating the implications these texts 
have one religious believers.  
 
Assessment for Unit 3 will be through a one hour and forty five minute examination. Students have to answer 3 essay questions within this time, all questions are 
split in to in order to focus on the demands of both Assessment Objectives (Knowledge & Evaluation).  
Assessment for Unit 4 will be through a one hour and fifteen minute examination. Students have to answer 1 essay question in this time. Students know the 
anthology before the exam and prepare for all eventualities.  
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Unit:  

 

Developments 

 

The Big Questions: 

 

Can we prove God 

exists? 

 

What happens when 

we die? 

 

   

 Key Concepts and Process 

 

Students will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the relevant topics this half term through exam answers that focus 
on AO1.  

Students will also be required to analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of all theories covered and demonstrate this through 
exam answers that focus on AO2.  

 

Key Summative assessment pieces 

 

Students will be assessed throughout the half term 

with past paper questions. There will be a 

combination of AO1 questions and AO2 questions, 

some in timed conditions and some not. These will be 

marked using the exam board provided mark 

schemes and feedback given in the form of strengths 

and targets. Reflection time will be given so students 

can act on feedback in purple pen.  

 

NC areas /  Exam specification covered 

 

Ontological — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses 
The specification does not name or identify any particular version of the 
ontological argument and students will be credited with any version(s) 
relevant to the question. Students should show knowledge and 
understanding of key terms such as a priori and deductive reason and key 
concepts such as definitions of God, necessary existence. Students 
should show knowledge of the premises of the argument and key stages in 
this type of reasoning, drawing on contributions for example from Anselm, 
Descartes, Malcolm, Penelhum, Plantinga. Students should understand 
and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the argument and any 
significant changes it may have undergone, so as to come to an informed 
judgement about its validity and whether it amounts to a proof. This may 
include contributions for example from Gaunilo, Kant, Russell, Hick etc. 



 

 
Beliefs about life after death: reincarnation; rebirth; resurrection; 
immortality of the soul  
It is unlikely that students will have to cover all these topics in any one 
question. They will be able to focus on specific exemplars as demanded 
by the question. Note that over a cycle of a few years all these topics will 
be examined. This is not a study in world religions but some of these 
themes are distinctive of certain traditions and an understanding of their 
respective contexts will be useful. For example, reincarnation may be 
found in Hinduism, rebirth in Buddhism and resurrection and immortality of 
the soul in various theistic traditions. Students should show knowledge 
and understanding of key terms and concepts such as identity, notion of 
‘life after death’, and the relationship between the mind and body. 
Students should understand and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses 
of evidence and reasons given for a belief and weigh up philosophically 
the merits or otherwise of the case. This may include reference to various 
key scholars and debates, including the use of language.  
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Unit:  

 

Developments 

 

The Big Questions: 

 

Why do some people 

not believe in God? 

 

What happens when 

we die? 

 Key Concepts and Process 

 

Students will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the relevant topics this half term through exam answers that focus 
on AO1.  

Students will also be required to analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of all theories covered and demonstrate this through 
exam answers that focus on AO2.  

 

 

Key Summative assessment pieces 

 

Students will be assessed throughout the half term 

with past paper questions. There will be a 

combination of AO1 questions and AO2 questions, 

some in timed conditions and some not. These will be 

marked using the exam board provided mark 

schemes and feedback given in the form of strengths 

and targets. Reflection time will be given so students 

can act on feedback in purple pen.  

 

NC areas /  Exam specification covered 

 

Non-existence of God and critiques of religious belief  

The specification does not name or identify any particular example of the 

non-existence of God or of any particular critique of religious belief and 

students will be credited with any account relevant to the question. 

Students should show knowledge and understanding of key terms such as 

atheism, agnosticism, materialism, naturalism, scepticism and unbelief. 

Critiques may include one or more sociological and psychological stances 

with reference, for example, to scholars such as Durkheim, Marx and 

Freud. Students should understand and evaluate the strengths and 

weaknesses of the views, coming to an informed opinion. Provided the 

material is focused on the demands of the question, students may use the 



problem of evil in this context and some arguments about the existence of 

God may also be used in this context. 

 

Beliefs about life after death: reincarnation; rebirth; resurrection; 
immortality of the soul  
It is unlikely that students will have to cover all these topics in any one 
question. They will be able to focus on specific exemplars as demanded 
by the question. Note that over a cycle of a few years all these topics will 
be examined. This is not a study in world religions but some of these 
themes are distinctive of certain traditions and an understanding of their 
respective contexts will be useful. For example, reincarnation may be 
found in Hinduism, rebirth in Buddhism and resurrection and immortality of 
the soul in various theistic traditions. Students should show knowledge 
and understanding of key terms and concepts such as identity, notion of 
‘life after death’, and the relationship between the mind and body. 
Students should understand and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses 
of evidence and reasons given for a belief and weigh up philosophically 
the merits or otherwise of the case. This may include reference to various 
key scholars and debates, including the use of language.  
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Unit:  

 

Developments 

 

The Big Questions 

 

Can we talk about 

God? 

 

How do we make moral 

decisions? 

  

 Key Concepts and Process 

 

Students will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the relevant topics this half term through exam answers that focus 
on AO1.  

Students will also be required to analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of all theories covered and demonstrate this through 
exam answers that focus on AO2.  

 

   

Key Summative assessment pieces 

  

Students will be assessed throughout the half term 

with past paper questions. There will be a 

combination of AO1 questions and AO2 questions, 

some in timed conditions and some not. These will be 

marked using the exam board provided mark 

schemes and feedback given in the form of strengths 

and targets. Reflection time will be given so students 

can act on feedback in purple pen.  

 

NC areas /  Exam specification covered 

 

A study of religious language: analogy; language games; myth and 

symbol; verification and falsification debates  

It is unlikely that students will have to cover all these topics in any one 

question. They will be able to focus on specific exemplars as demanded 

by the question. Note that over a cycle of a few years all these topics will 

be examined. There should be knowledge of the respective contexts of 

key terms, for example a theological context to analogy and logical 

positivism with regard to verification. Students should show knowledge 

and understanding of key terms and concepts such as meaning, function, 



realism, and postmodernism. Students should understand and evaluate 

the strengths and weaknesses of evidence and reasons given for 

arguments and weigh up philosophically the merits or otherwise of the 

viewpoint. This may include reference to various debates and key scholars 

such as Aquinas, Wittgenstein, Tillich, Ayer and Flew, etc. 

 

Critiques of the relationship between religion and morality  

Students can draw on material that they have used at AS, but naturally it 

needs to be developed at an appropriate level for A2. The Euthyphro 

Dilemma, introduced at AS, can be examined in more depth, opening up 

consideration of its implications for God’s nature, the relationship between 

the omnipotent God and an external source of goodness, the problems 

raised by God as the ground of moral values, and/or what it means for 

God to be good. Students may refer to the works of key scholars such as 

Freud (morality as the product of upbringing and parental controls), 

Nietzsche (religious morality as slave morality), or the views usefully 

discussed by R A Sharpe (The Moral Case Against the Existence of God, 

SCM). John Habgood’s book Varieties of Unbelief (DLT) also offers useful 

material for this topic. Students may consider some case study material 

which exposes the problems of deriving morality from religion, conflicting 

religious moralities, and religious moral systems which may be counter-

intuitive, absolutist or non-universalisable. Students may offer a critique of 

one or more forms of the moral argument, bearing in mind that they should 

not spend too long unpacking these arguments. 

 

Deontology, natural moral law, virtue ethics — key concepts, 

strengths and weaknesses  

An examination of the key features of these approaches to ethical decision 

making; the contributions of key scholars such as Kant, W D Ross, 

Aquinas, Hoose, Aristotle, and MacIntyre; an understanding of 

philosophical foundations of these theories, in terms of absolute, relative, 

teleological and deontological principles; an evaluation of the efficacy of 

these theories for ethical decision making, including consideration of their 

religious and cultural influences at the time of development and for the 

modern day. Students should be able to draw evaluative conclusions 

about their relative strengths and weaknesses. 
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Unit: 

  

Implications 

 

The Big Questions 

 

What does this text 

mean for religious 

believers? 

Key Concepts and Process 

Students will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the relevant topics this half term through exam answers that focus 
on AO1.  

Students will also be required to analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of all theories covered and demonstrate this through 
exam answers that focus on AO2.  

 

 

Key Summative assessment pieces 

 

Students will be assessed throughout the half term 

with past paper questions. There will be a 

combination of AO1 questions and AO2 questions, 

some in timed conditions and some not. These will be 

marked using the exam board provided mark 

schemes and feedback given in the form of strengths 

and targets. Reflection time will be given so students 

can act on feedback in purple pen.  

 

  

NC areas /  Exam specification covered 

 

Question 1: Philosophy of Religion   

Religious language  Ayer A — God-talk is evidently nonsense in Davies B 

(editor) — Philosophy of Religion: a Guide and Anthology (Oxford 

University Press, 2000) pages 143–146  

Religious experience  Donovan P — Can we know God by experience? in 

Davies B (editor) — Philosophy of Religion: a Guide and Anthology 

(Oxford University Press, 2000) pages 370–381  

 

Emergence of modern philosophy of religion  Westphal, M — The 

emergence of modern philosophy of religion in Quinn P and Taliaferro C 

(editors) — A Companion to Philosophy of Religion (Blackwell, 1999) 

pages 111-117 

 

Students will consider, examine or discuss: the consequences of holding 

certain opinions, views or beliefs, including their own. How a particular 

belief or value could affect other people, either for good or ill. How other 

people’s lives might be affected if a certain belief were widely held or a 

certain value widely applied. Within the context of the specification, 

students will consider implications in terms of how far particular beliefs and 

values might affect people’s understanding or awareness, including their 

own, of: religion / human experience. Religion in this context may include 

specific religious individuals, groups or communities, or may refer more 

generally to the pursuit of religious or spiritual goals that are not unique to 

a particular religion. Human experience in this context relates to the wider 

experience of life that is shared by all people on the basis of their common 

humanity, irrespective of any religious beliefs or values that they may hold. 
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Unit: 

 

Implications 

 

The big question?  
 

What does this text 
mean for religious 

believers? 
 

Key Concepts and Process 

Students will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the relevant topics this half term through exam answers that focus 
on AO1.  

Students will also be required to analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of all theories covered and demonstrate this through 
exam answers that focus on AO2.  

 

  

Key Summative assessment pieces 

 

Students will be assessed throughout the half term 

with past paper questions. There will be a 

combination of AO1 questions and AO2 questions, 

some in timed conditions and some not. These will be 

marked using the exam board provided mark 

schemes and feedback given in the form of strengths 

and targets. Reflection time will be given so students 

can act on feedback in purple pen.  

 

 

NC areas /  Exam specification covered 

 

Question 1: Philosophy of Religion   

Religious language  Ayer A — God-talk is evidently nonsense in Davies B 

(editor) — Philosophy of Religion: a Guide and Anthology (Oxford 

University Press, 2000) pages 143–146  

Religious experience  Donovan P — Can we know God by experience? in 

Davies B (editor) — Philosophy of Religion: a Guide and Anthology 

(Oxford University Press, 2000) pages 370–381  

 

Emergence of modern philosophy of religion  Westphal, M — The 

emergence of modern philosophy of religion in Quinn P and Taliaferro C 

(editors) — A Companion to Philosophy of Religion (Blackwell, 1999) 

pages 111-117 

 

Students will consider, examine or discuss: the consequences of holding 

certain opinions, views or beliefs, including their own. How a particular 

belief or value could affect other people, either for good or ill. How other 

people’s lives might be affected if a certain belief were widely held or a 

certain value widely applied. Within the context of the specification, 

students will consider implications in terms of how far particular beliefs and 

values might affect people’s understanding or awareness, including their 

own, of: religion / human experience. Religion in this context may include 

specific religious individuals, groups or communities, or may refer more 

generally to the pursuit of religious or spiritual goals that are not unique to 

a particular religion. Human experience in this context relates to the wider 

experience of life that is shared by all people on the basis of their common 

humanity, irrespective of any religious beliefs or values that they may hold. 

 


