
 

Meet the mini-beasts workshop notes 

Come and meet our resident insects at Paultons Park in an interesting and interactive workshop all about 
some of the smallest creatures in the animal kingdom-insects! This 45 minute workshop is designed to 
allow your class to get up close and personal with various bugs and discover more about these important 
creepy-crawlies. A great session to accompany any animal-based Science topic for children in KS1 and KS2. 
Each session differs slightly depending on year groups so please see below for a specific workshop notes 
for your year group.   

The invertebrates in this workshop are subject to availability. Please note this is not a handling experience. 
Please contact the education team if you would like to arrange a bug handling opportunity.  

 

What is covered in each session?  

KS1: 

The Paultons Park Education Team need your classes help! Can they help us identify what the insects are in 
our Lab? By looking at the habitats of the creatures, whether they are carnivores, omnivores or herbivores 
your class will help to identify all of the insects we have! Meet and greet our real-life insects at Paultons 
Park in this fascinating and workshop.  

KS2:  

The focus in the first part of this session is all about classification. Your class will learn how to classify 
different creepy-crawlies, discuss where they live and what they might eat. Due to the demands of the 
Science National Curriculum, the second part of the workshop will vary depending on the Year group taking 
part in the workshop. Please see below for more information.  

Year 3:  Why does a Madagascan hissing cockroach have such a tough exoskeleton? Why is a stick insect 
camouflaged? Meet our insects and explore how they protect themselves against deadly predators in their 
natural habitats!  

Year 4: Insects form a vital part of the eco system and contribute greatly to natural food chains. Your class 
will discover where our creatures feature on food chains and their importance to the natural world. We 
will also discuss changes to our bug’s environments and how this can sometimes pose dangers to them. 

Year 5: Every living thing on the planet is involved in a life cycle but how does an insects life cycle differ to 
a mammals, an amphibians, and a birds? We will discuss how life cycles differ across the animal kingdom 
how the unique life cycle of an insect varies to other animals.  

Year 6: Insects all have to adapt to survive in their natural surroundings. But how have they done so? 
Through close-up encounters your class will look at how our creatures have adapted physically and how 
these changes have allowed them to live in their natural environments.  

Bug workshops allow the chance to meet and greet some of the insects we have at a Paultons Park.   



Science National curriculum links:  

 Year 1 

 identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

Year 2 

 identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different 
habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend 
on each other  

 Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, 
and identify and name different sources of food. 

Year 3 
 identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection 

and movement 

Year 4 

 recognize that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways 

 explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their 
local and wider environment 

 Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things 

 Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey. 

Year 5 
 describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird 

 
Year 6 

 describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable 
characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including micro-organisms, plants and 
animals 

 Give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics 

 identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to evolution 


