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T he first part of the year saw a major concerted effort by staff  at Save the Chil-
dren Finland to implement our new strategy. Our ambitious goal is to make a 
stronger, more flexible and more consolidated Save the Children. During the 
spring we carried out advocacy work related to the parliamentary elections 

with the prospective government programme in mind. Our objectives in terms of  child 
impact assessments, the reduction of  inequality and child-oriented services were achieved 
in terms of  the government programme.

at the start of summer, the early indications were that the new government 
would make drastic cuts to the development budget. Despite strong cam-
paigning by development cooperation organisations, appropriations of  Save 
the Children and partner organisations, among others, were slashed by over 

40% in the 2016 budget. For Save the Children this concerns the last year of  its three-
year partnership programme. However, we decided to honour our pledge to children and 
make up for the cuts from emergency funds at the expense of  administration and using 
the No Child Left Behind campaign. However, in the autumn, we had to conduct redun-
dancy negotiations due to the development aid cuts with respect to our international 
programmes and children’s homes, where our aim is to restore cost competitiveness. The 
outcome of  the redundancy negotiations was that Save the Children took the decision to 
discharge four employees.

in september, as part of  Save the Children International’s joint humanitarian crisis oper-
ations, Save the Children instigated swift action to help asylum seekers in Finland who 
have fled to Europe from conflict areas. At the beginning of  September we set up a 
temporary play tent in the grounds of  Pasila police station and provided children and 

their families a place of  respite while they wait to be registered. In September, we also 
started talks with the Finnish Immigration Service on establishing two units for unac-
companied children. The outcome of  these talks was that we set up a 40-bed support 
housing unit in Espoo for 16- and 17-year-olds and a 20-bed group home in Oulu for 
children under 16. During the autumn, in line with Save the Children’s policy, we also 
initiated child-friendly spaces at reception centres in Finland. The first such activity was 
started in December at the Hennala unit of  the Finnish Red Cross in Lahti. Many thanks 
are due to our dedicated staff  for their effective activity during the refugee crisis, and for 
conducting their work in such an open-hearted way.

Hanna Markkula-Kivisilta
Secretary General
Save the Children

2015 was marked by 
development aid cuts and active 
participation in the refugee crisis

Save the Children    ANNUAL REVIEW 2015Pelastakaa Lapset    VUOSIKATSAUS 2015

Contents

03 Overview by the Secretary General

04 Year of surprises

05 Fundraising income almost doubled

07 Income and expenditure 2015

08 Introducing a major donor

09 Child protection in numbers 2015

10 Eväitä Elämälle programme

12 Sports mentoring

13 Support person activity

14 Child protection in digital media

16 International adoption service

17 Multicultural meeting place

18  Effective action during the refugee crisis

20 Everyday foster family life as a volunteer

22 Our work globally

29  Value for Childhood 

31 Governing body and medals awarded in 2015

ANNUAL REPORT 2015
Editing  Carita Päivänen, Save the Children Finland 
Layout  Heidi Söyrinki 
Photos  Save the Children and iStockphoto

Publisher  Save the Children Finland 
Printing  Hanemedia 2016 
ISBN  978-952-7112-24-3 



4 5

Save the Children    ANNUAL REVIEW 2015 Save the Children    ANNUAL REVIEW 2015

I 
have been Save the ChIldren’S ChaIrperSon for nearly a year and a half, and

find it astonishing how much has happened in such a short period.  There
has been a historically substantial influx of refugees to Finland, severe cuts
to funding for development cooperation and major spending cuts affect-

ing children and young people.  These affect the very fundamentals of Save the 
Children's work.

The cuts have been harsh, but despite everything Save the Children always
finds ways of tackling problems. Our organisation conducts an intense struggle 
for children’s rights, but it is also a constructive social movement regardless of 
the social turmoil of society.

Our core message is: No Child Left Behind.
This pledge has led to Save the Children deciding to take responsibility and 

finance the rest of the agreed programming period itself.  The cuts made by 
the government of Juha Sipilä have docked funding reserved for 2016, the final 
year of our development cooperation programmes.  This has cost us about two 
million euros, but we collect funds precisely for the reason that we can help 
children in distress at home and abroad.

Save the Children’s vision is of a world in which every child has the right 
to life, protection, development and participation.  To this end we strive to 
improve both how children are treated and their living conditions.

Our values are responsibility, goal-orientation, cooperation, creativity, and 
honesty.  These values become a reality in our organisation’s activities. In my 
first year and a half I have been impressed to see how professionally and rig-
orously Save the Children’s staff and volunteers are building a better world for 
children.

Our main goal is to help all children who are in the most vulnerable posi-
tions.  To do this we need more members, donors and volunteers. 

Save the Children’s work stretches from development aid projects to sports 
sponsoring activities.  As we see from this annual review, the range of activity is 
broad, enabling you to find the right way to get involved. 

Such activity has developed from one year to the next becoming increas-
ingly multifaceted, and it has made new openings.  This is excellent and it is the 
lifeblood of an organisation such as ours, as the character of providing help 
changes as well as the motives for doing so.

Being a member of an association no longer attracts young people as it did  
in the past, instead, making donations on a single issue basis or getting involved 
in project-style activity is how young people like to interact with our organiza-
tion. Our membership numbers are no longer declining and yet it is increasingly 
hard to bring in new members. Perhaps Save the Children should also focus 
more on the numbers of donors, which have seen a welcome increase, or on 
the numbers of volunteers. 

By far the most important goal, however, is for us to assist as many children 
as possible who are in need of help.  All other goals are simply means to this 
end – to ensuring that no child gets left behind. 

Juhani Pekkala
Chairperson 
Save the Children

A year of  surprises

Save the Children improved the speed of its response to humanitarian dis-
asters in 2015, and we started fundraising for the Nepal earthquake victims 
within four hours of the disaster.  The public donated some €0.5 million and 
school learners took part in the operation A Day’s Work fundraising to help 

children affected by the disaster.  Aided by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the pro-
ceeds from collections and donations from businesses, we amassed nearly a million 
euros for the victims of the earthquake.

 The refugee crisis was a major issue among Finns and we helped refugee children 
fleeing conflicts in three different locales: in their country of origin, during their exodus 
to Europe and here in Finland.  We raised funds for Syria and the neighbouring region, 
and for refugees in Europe amounting to €0.4 million. Our volunteers and members in 
local associations were actively involved throughout Finland in box collections for the 
refugee crisis.

During autumn 2015, we debated the Ministry for Foreign Affairs' development 
cooperation budget cuts, and took the collective decision not to renege on our pledge 
to children and to our partners. We came up with the idea of using the No Child Left 
Behind campaign to make up for the Ministry for Foreign Affairs' cuts. Finns came out 
in support of our work and we were able to raise €0.4 million.  This, as well as having 
new donors, means that we will be able to continue our entire partnership programme 
projects through to the end of the project periods and thereby avoid the the worst 

Income from fundraising almost doubled – 
donors moved by concern for children
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  � Our main corporate partners: 
Suomalainen Kirjakauppa, Otava, 
Lidl, Kesko, Nokia and Stora Enso. 

  � Our nordic and international 
partners: Accenture,  American 
Express, GlaxoSmithKline, Clas 
Ohlson, Unilever and IKEA.

  � Our other partners: Neste Oil 
K-Market, Kalevala Koru, Picnic 
Finland, Paletti, Scandic Hotels and 
Mezzoforte. 

  � Save the Children’s work receives 
support from Alekstra,  Acus 
Audio, Fiskars, Supercell, Sanofi, 
Sovelto and radio Nova, Nostalgia, 
NRJ, SBS Finland and the Finnish 
Broadcasting Company (Yle) as 
well as numerous other corporate 
donors. In addition to direct 
donations, we receive support from 
companies in the form of personnel 
training and expertise.   

CORPORATE COOPERATION
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2015

Income €30.2 million Expenditure €30.2 million

Our Christmas Run consolidated its 
place as a major running event in Hel-
sinki. For the second year the Christmas 
Run, held 3 December, drew nearly 700 
festive runners. Musician Jore Marjoran-
ta entertained participants at Finlandia 
Hall, from where the route proceeded 
around the scenic Töölö Bay. Participants 
in the family event received prizes for 
the best costumes and a visit from Santa 
further added to the festive mood. By 
taking part in the Christmas Run the 
runners helped support children and 
young families in distress in Finland. n

PUBLIC SUPPORT

CHILD PROTECTION SERVICE CHARGES 

DONATIONS AND OTHER FUNDRAISING 

OTHER INCOME

INVESTMENT AND FINANCE

41%

7%

24%

26%

FUNDRAISING, INVESTMENT AND FINANCE

TRANSFERS TO FUNDS

ADMINISTRATION

OUR WORK INTERNATIONALLY

OUR WORK IN FINLAND

5% 3% 

50%40%

The Christmas Run – a fun way to help children!

“It left a really good feeling. The ar-
rangements were good and there was 
a nice atmosphere. The charity aspect 
was a plus.”

“A fun happening! There should be 
more like these!”

“Just great!”

“The event was fantastic in every way. It was fun to take part in a good cause. As 
someone who goes to a lot of happenings, I have to say that the registration and 
programme in Finlandia Hall was the best. I'm sure it was also nice for the partners 
of the runners to be indoors.”

2% 2%

effects of the cuts. We took part in Save the Children’s three-year global advocacy 
campaign Every Last Child for 2016–2018. At home, our No Child Left Behind cam-
paign will continue over the coming years. 

Over the course of 2015 we recruited 2 100 new monthly donors.  The special- day 
fundraising grew in popularity and we were able to double our proceeds from this 
over the previous year. Donations from legacies amounted to almost a million euros 
and our organisation also attracted the interest of new major donors.  We activated 
contacts with foundations, and proceeds for the year increased by 125% over the pre-
vious year.

Foundations donated nearly €0.5 million.  The K-food store and Lidl chains joined 
the ranks of those helping children and youth, and we concluded a three-year agree-
ment with them whereby their customers can take part in lotteries at over 300 stores 
around Finland by using returnable bottles.  The proceeds from the instant lotteries of 
the bottle return machines go to the Eväitä Elämälle (Fuel for Life) programme.  The 
funds are used, for instance, to support the children in Finland at risk of social exclu-
sion in attending school and pursuing hobbies.

Cooperation in our long-time partnership with Nokia continued in India and Myan-
mar, as did collaboration on children’s rights as a strategic corporate responsibility. 

The Christmas fundraising campaign collected funds for preventive child protection 
work in Finland, such as support family activities.   At Christmas many people bought 
non-material gifts from our online shop, the income of which increased by 20%.  The 
year’s most popular non-material gift was the €30 Day with a Support Family.  The 
Christmas campaign raised a record €0.8 million.  We organised the Christmas Run 
event starting from Finlandia Hall that attracted nearly 700 festive runners.

As with the previous year, fundraising sought to increase proceeds from collections 
so that annual fundraising expenses were not more than 20%, a target we achieved. 

Fundraising by the Red Nose Day Fund collected funds for children living in the 
most impoverished conditions in the world.  The total proceeds for the year were over 
€2.95-million. Nine aid organisations were responsible for taking this assistance to the 
relevant destinations. Save the Children’s share of this is improving the social security 
of children and their families living in poverty in Bangladesh.

In addition, Save the Children received financial support from the following foun-
dations and funds: the Children’s Day Foundation, the Jenny and Antti Wihuri Fund, 
the Greta Maria Lindbloms Fund, the Päivikki and Sakari Sohlberg Foundation, the 
Raija and Ossi   Tuuliainen Foundation, the Henry Ford Foundation, the Santa Claus 
Foundation, the August Ludvig Hartwall Foundation, the Olvi Foundation and the Eva 
Ahlström Foundation. n
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For Carl-Fredrik Borg investing a portion of his 
company’s profits in charity is a matter of principle. 
After meeting up with a childhood friend and hearing 
about Save the Children’s Eväitä Elämälle (Fuel for 
Life) programme he felt that he had found what he 
had been looking for.

It was just chance that led Naantali resident Carl-Fredrik
Borg to the Eväitä Elämälle programme. On returning to Fin-
land he had called his childhood friend Viveka Raitanen to

ask her view of his thoughts on a subject for charity work.  Viveka
listened to him and told him about the work of the local associa-
tion in Naantali and about the Eväitä Elämälle initiative.

“It was precisely the mentoring activity of the Eväitä Elämälle
programme that struck me. I’d particularly like to see this
sort of activity getting support, to assist children’s language learn-
ing, not forgetting the importance of the Swedish language,” says
Carl-Fredrik Borg.

“I speak five languages and think of language skills as the basis for
smooth international relations. I’ve had personal experience of the
sort of trump card it is when being with people when you’re able
to switch languages to speak in their home language.”

Carl-Fredrik Borg is one of our major donors. Save the Children’s
major donors are private individuals who donate €10 000 or
more a year. Borg’s worldview embraces the idea of providing
systematic financial support for the third sector.

One aspect of charity work is to contribute to safeguarding the
social equilibrium of the community. Major donors are important
stabilisers of this equilibrium. Many donors have obtained the
model for helping from home.

“I have the same motives as other donors. With business there’s
the scope to set aside sums of a different magnitude than one can 
from a monthly salary, but the idea is the same – the wish to get 

involved and make a difference,” says Borg.

While being a donor benefits a company’s image and it is easy for
private individuals to talk about providing support the organisa-
tion’s work with monthly donations, the individual major donor
has to consider whether to talk publicly about donating money 
and not just consider how much they give. For major donors, 
donations are not a threshold issue but rather how it is perceived 
publically. Few people would want to be defined by money.

“I also thought about anonymity with respect to the donation,
because €60 000 is a lot of money,” says Borg, eager to tell how
the sum began to realize possibilities and how the further discus-
sions on the opportunities presented by the money proceeded, 
the more he wanted to be involved in enabling investment in 
childhood.

“For me child protection was
a good cause. But the 
amount of the original sum 
meant that I was included in 
deliberations on the state-
ment of intent for the devel-
opment of local activities, 
and so I began to view my 
donation through the eyes 
of an investor, of investing in 
the quality of childhood.  The 
more I’ve heard about the activity of the child protection organi-
sation Save the Children and it's local local association, the more 
enthusiastic I’ve become.”

A fund was established from the major donation. Borg’s wish was 
that the fund would also allow for the development of the kinds of 
assistance concepts and pilot projects that could later operate at a 
national level via Save the Children. He admits that he was frankly 
surprised when he realised how little money it took to seize an 
opportunity for good implementation. n
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Introducing
a major donor

  ¡ In West Africa, 205 400 working children received help and protection from African anti-child- 

labour organisations supported by Save the Children in six of our programme countries in 2015.

  ¡ In Somaliland, our child protection programme reached over 8 000 people in 2015 (children,  

parents, community leaders, child protection officials and other child protection professionals).

  ¡ In Somaliland, our programme has given training and support for 52 local organisations providing 

child protection services, through which increasingly many children have received quality child 

protection – 4 222 children in 2015.

  ¡ In Dungapur, India, our workers identified 349 new cases of child labour. Of these, 250 children 

were able to stop working and enrol back to school in 2015.

  ¡ In Kenya, a child phone helpline received 308 459 calls in 2015. Of the calls received,  

1 223 concerned violence against children.

  ¡ In Russia, there are 12 children’s homes and one boarding school participating in the Save the 

Children child protection programme, which benefitted 447 children in 2015.

Child protection 2015 in numbers

CHILD PROTECTION INTERNATIONALLY

CHILD PROTECTION IN FINLAND 

Major donors are people
whose donations enable

Save the Children to achieve
long-term results.

1 468 37
566

23
222

children and young people reached 

by online youth activity

192

341
921

children in support families

children adopted via the 
international adoption service

children in family care
clients received adoption and family-

care follow-up services

children in children’s 
homes

children in holiday homes

children received help from 

support persons

families received adoption 

counselling

20  600
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1302 

children
100 

hobbies

Over 160 000 
children in Finland 
were threatened 
by poverty and 
social exclusion

462 
secondary school
learners

€ 313 000
716 
have hobbies

58 local associations

124 
upper-secondary school 
or grade 10 learners 

were mentored

One aim:
To stop social 

exclusion

Eväitä Elämälle in a nutshell
Save the Children has already promoted child equality, participation and good development with 
the Eväitä Elämälle programme for 20 years. The main aim of the programme, which operates and 
lobbies nationwide, is to prevent social exclusion. 

Last year, 1 302 children and young people at risk of social exclusion were helped by the Eväitä 
Elämälle programme to attend school and have hobbies. Support was aimed at children and young 
people whose scope for attending school or taking part in recreational activities is put at risk by 
family poverty or other social problems. The Eväitä Elämälle programme is run by 58 local Save 
the Children associations.

In 2015 the Eväitä Elämälle programme supported 
1 302 children and young people to attend school and  
pursue hobbies

  � 462 secondary school learners received study material aid

  � 716 children under 18-years-old received hobby aid

  � 124 upper-secondary school or grade 10 learners received men-
toring

€313 344 was used to support children
  � €135 314 for study materials aid

  � €141 956 for hobby aid

  � €36 074 for mentoring

The Distribution of funds used 

  � 43% study materials aid

  � 45% hobby aid

  � 12% mentoring activities

Th average support sum was €241 

  � study materials aid €293

  � hobby aid €198

  � mentoring expenses per child €291

The Eväitä Elämälle programme was carried out by  
58 local Save the Children associations across Finland

  � 53 local associations provided study materials aid   

  � 50 local associations provided hobby aid

  � 6 local associations arranged mentoring

Both the numbers of children receiving support and the amount of funds 
used grew in 2015 over the previous year. 31% more children received 
support and 34% more funds were used to support children. n

Members and local associations 
are the cornerstone of the 
organisation

Save the Children’s 79 local associations promote 
child welfare in their areas and operate in many 
ways to support children and families.   
The associations, which for the most part are run 
on a voluntary basis, and their members are the 
cornerstone of our NGO. Over 30 000 children 
and adults were reached by the events and occa-
sions held by the local associations. Over 4 000 
children received help and support via the associ-
ations. In particular, our local associations play  
an important role in supporting children’s and 
young people’s school attendance and hobbies. 

Save the Children    ANNUAL REVIEW 2015 Save the Children    ANNUAL REVIEW 2015

Eväitä Elämälle – NO to social exclusion
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Support person 
activity 2015

Support person activity was devel-
oped to benefit child asylum seekers. 
Some 10 support persons regularly 

visited reception or emergency accommo-
dation centres in order to play with the 
children.  And a handicrafts evening was 
organised for children and their mothers at 
these centres plus there was biscuit baking 
in December. Six immigrant children were 
assigned their own support persons. n

Our regional office in Western Finland began active work with immigrants in September 
2015.  This work started in four separate units: in Julkujärvi (Ylöjärvi), Koukkuniemi (Tampere), 
Satakieli (Tampere) and Hämeenkyrö.

We proactively sought to involve immigrant children in the growing sports mentoring  
activity and activities were presented to young people at the Satakieli group family home in 
November.   There are unaccompanied minors who have already received residence permits 
living in this ward. During the autumn, four children in Satakieli were each assigned a sports 
mentor of their own.

Playtimes was a second form of activity with immigrants that was initiated for child asylum 
seekers in three units: in Julkujärvi (Ylöjärvi), Koukkuniemi (Tampere) and Hämeenkyrö.  These 
Playtimes were organised with the input of seven volunteers and project workers.  All volun-
teers are Save the Children support persons or have received equivalent training.

At the end of October the Julkujärvi ward was closed and the families with children were 
transferred to Peltolampi. By the year’s end there were weekly play activities run in Koukku-
niemi and Peltolampi. Football games were held at Hämeenkyrö minors’ unit during the au-
tumn, an activity that may continue in spring 2016.

The third form of activity saw the Save the Children regional office launch a pilot mentoring 
family activity, where the idea is to bring together families from the community and asylum 
seeker families.  They could have joint activities such as preparing meals and learning to use 
the transport system to go shopping and to the library. Learning to speak Finnish and experi-
encing everyday life outside the emergency accommodation unit was also possible. Mentoring 
family activity could also be used for follow-up care for young people who came to Finland 
unaccompanied. n

Activities for young immigrants in 
Western Finland

Sports mentoring expanded in Western Finland. By the 
end of 2015 the number of sports mentors involved in 
activities was about 40 and the number of children who 

received sports mentors was also 40.
The activity was developed so that children who did not 

have their own sports mentors could still be included in the ac-
tivity. Between May and August sports mentors’ ballgames were 
arranged for all children 18 times.  With the ballgames children 
got to play football, floorball and tennis in the company of safe 
adults.  Altogether 283 children took part in these ballgames 
over the summer, on average 16 children at a time.

Sports mentoring also included immigrant children. Sports 
mentors organised a friendly soccer tournament for children 
living at an asylum reception centre who had come to the 
country unaccompanied. Five immigrant children got their own 
sports mentor. n

“Sports mentoring has added one 
more adult to our small family. The 
sports mentor became an important 
adult in our child's life.”

“My child has experienced new things 
and been able to do sports/games 
safely. As a mother I have more time 
to myself when my child is with the 
sports mentor.”

“Playing ballgames in the summer 
was really important for my child.”

“My child is keen on playing sports 
and the sports mentor has played a 
big role in making it possible to get 
the transport required by a hobby. 
With the sports mentor my child has 
got a trustworthy adult in his life. 
The hobby has boosted my child’s 
self-confidence and he has ad-
vanced in different types of sport.” 

CLIENTS’ EXPERIENCES OF SPORTS MENTO-
RING RECORDED BY THE FINNISH SLOT 
MACHINE ASSOCIATION

Save the Children    ANNUAL REVIEW 2015 Save the Children    ANNUAL REVIEW 2015

Sports mentoring 2015
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• EUROPOL
• Virtual Global 

Taskforce
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• European  
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• European Council
• European Finan-

cial Coalition
• CEO Coalition
• ICT Coalition
• Council of Europe
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Protection

• UNICEF 
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• ICANN
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• Missing Children 
Europe

• Child Helpline  
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save the Children’s Children and digital media unit conducts extensive child 
protection in digital media. Using training and media education, it increases 
awareness among professionals working with children and young people 
about safely operating in online environments. In 2015 we trained thousands 

of professionals on the themes of sexual abuse, young people’s sexual rights and dig-
ital media. Save the Children also runs the Nettivihje hotline, the main aim of which 
is to speed up and promote the elimination of child sexual abuse material from the 
internet. 

Nettivihje (www.nettivihje.fi) is an online tip-off service. In 2015 it received 3 514 
reports, which contained 51 822 single images or videos. An estimated 16% of these 
were illegal. Distributing illicit graphic material sexualising children on the internet is a 
crime that transcends national and continental boundaries. Online criminal activity is 
a global problem that directly affects children, including those in Finland. Getting rid of 
child sexual abuse in online environments requires robust and intense international 
cooperation and multidisciplinary, cross-sectoral collaboration.

Better quality child protection in
digital media by international
networking

International cooperation and the power of networks
Nettivihje is part of the International Association of Internet
Hotlines (INHOPE) network, which coordinates over
50 tip-off service units in 45 countries.  The unit employs
170 analysts specially trained analysts of graphic content.
Each INHOPE tip-off service complies with the legislation
of its country.

INHOPE tip-off services work closely with law enforcement,
the European Union, the international community,
the internet industry and the third sector.

Concerning content related to Finland, Nettivihje has its
own accelerated process. Good cooperation with the
National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) has proceeded for
over 13 years. Smooth collaboration and practical processes
have established effective and good practices. Sari
Sarani of the NBI said that Nettivihje augments the police’s
international crime fighting as the material it passes on that
has appeared in Finland ends up in the Interpol database.
Close, efficient and functional networking cooperation has
achieved significant results. n
 

INHOPE partners
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R ight in the heart of Joensuu there 
is an oasis for families with small 
children – the Joensuu Family-

house.  This idyllic timber building has been 
refurbished to serve children and their 
families.  About 60 people visit the Joensuu 
Familyhouse every day to hang out, meet one 
another and get involved in activities.

A good number of those who come to the 
Joensuu Familyhouse are parents who have 
moved to Joensuu from other parts of Finland 
or from abroad. On an ordinary day there 
were people of at least eight nations: Finland, 
Iraq, Iran, the UK, Russia, Afghanistan, Estonia 
and Nigeria.  The info leaflet about the Joen-
suu Familyhouse is translated into English, 
Russian and Arabic.

The house is managed by Save the Children 
but over 30 public sector and NGO actors 
generate the activities that take place.  The 
different cultures and languages stand out 
in activities, such as when groups of families 
speaking English or Spanish, meet at the Joen-
suu Familyhouse.  There is also a multicultural 
group for mothers, and an Africa theme day 
was held at the house managed by a Nigerian 

trainee. Syrian families have also held a gath-
ering at the house to cook food for a large 
get-together and to meet one another.

In the playroom of the Joensuu Familyhouse 
an Afghan mother watches her two boys play-
ing. A regular visitor to the house, Masomeh 
has come by bus from some way away. Her 
one- and two-year-old boys have fun here 
and play piano, says Masomeh. She likes the 
spacious house where you can relax and bring 
your own food. She appreciates the quiet 
room set aside for breast-feeding.

Sometimes Masomeh arranges meetings 
at the Joensuu Familyhouse with other Af-
ghan families. She says that she has also got 
to know Finnish mothers at the house. For 
her, the Joensuu Familyhouse is an excellent 
option if, for one reason or another, families 
do not want to invite one another to their 
homes. 

Masomeh has lived in Finland for six years. She 
attends night school, speaks Finnish well and 
knows the country’s customs.  This enables her 
to act alone as a support person for other 
Afghan families coming to Finland. n 

A meeting place for
multicultural families

The atmosphere at the 
Spanish-speaking families’ 
club is exuberant. Parents 
are from Finland, south-
ern Europe and South 
and Central America.

Text: Topi Linjama
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InternatIonal adoptIon requIreS seamless cooperation 
between adoption applicants, the authority granting 
the adoption permits (the Adoption Board), the inter-
national adoption service provider and the adoption 

authorities, and children’s homes in the country of origin. 
In 2015, Save the Children’s international adoption service 
worked with 81 adoption applicant families, 211 families in the 
follow-up phase and six partner countries (Bulgaria, the Philip-
pines, China, Kirgizia, Thailand, Russia).

The adoption process always starts with an assessment 
of the applicant’s suitability, proceeding to the sending of the 
application and finding a suitable family for a certain child. 
Before the adoption is confirmed numerous messages, doc-
uments and updates are exchanged between the different 
authorities.  The necessary steps in the process take time.  The 
Hague Convention on cooperation in international adoptions 
requires that all authorities attend to ensuring that the process 
is not unduly prolonged, particularly from the viewpoint of the 
children but also from that of the applicants. Applicants who 
received children in 2015 waited on average for a year and 
seven months from the time of sending their applications to 
the arrival of their adopted children in Finland. Most children 
were between one and three years of age on arrival. 

But the arrival of adopted children in Finland and the legal  
finalization of adoption are just the beginning of the adoption 
path. It has emerged from Save the Children’s 2015 client sur-
vey for families who have received children, as well as from dis-
cussions with families, that the main attention in the adoption 
process and services is on the pre-adoption phase. Children 
and parents need more attention after the children join the 
families. In 2015, the adoption service followed the daily life of 
211 adopted children (which included children who had come 
to Finland during the course of the year and those who had 
come in previous years) after coming to their families in order 
to guide social workers’ adoption counselling and to carry out 
follow-up reporting.  Visits by social workers to families are an 

integral part of support. In the adoption service, we see our 
task to be increasingly that of follow-up and support in the 
post-adoption phase.

In autumn 2015 the Save the Children adoption serviceheld 
a family occasion for families receiving children where adoptive 
parents and their children interacted with the adoption service 
staff. For our staff this was a meaningful opportunity to see the 
results of our work.  The families were provided with stimu-
lating activities to support their interaction with their children, 
including on this occasion "fairy tale massage" sessions for 
children and their parents. Parents also need stimulation and 
support at this delicate stage.  The role of the adoption service 
is to encourage families to seek support when needed and to 
explain about the potential forms of support.

Also, 2015 was the first year when our adoption service 
had more post-adoption service contacts from adoptees 
who had come to Finland in previous years or from adoptive 
parents than from those initiating adoption processes.  This is 
an important turning point in the history of our organization 
and requires adjusting to the situation.  Post-adoption services 
provide support for enquiries related to the adoption files and 
for planning native land visits to countries of origin. In summer 
2015, a group of families with adopted children from Thailand 
took part in the Native Land  Visit occasion held in Bangkok 
and organised by Thailand’s governmental adoption authority, 
the Department of Children and Youth.  The adoption service 
also received more post-adoption service contacts from send-
ing countries than in earlier years.  The service providers, Save 
the Children and Interpedia, made a joint approach to the min-
ister responsible for basic services, Juha Rehula, regarding the 
need to review the funding base of adoption service providers 
in view of the increase in the size of the group of people 
adopted from abroad reaching adolescence and adulthood, as 
well as in view of maintaining readiness for cooperation needs 
with partner countries.

With the cessation of cooperation on adoptions with Rus-
sia in 2015, the work of the Petersburg club that had been 
maintained for 23 years by our organisation came to an end, 
but a corresponding activity is continuing during the following 
year with the  Tiukula club for all adopted children coming to 
families via the partner countries of our adoption service. In 
this way we are supporting crucial networking among adoptive 
families. n

 The year of  the
international adoption service
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  � During the autumn, Save the Children played a part 
in the lives of child asylum seekers in many ways. 
We convened a meeting of the representatives 
of organisations to survey the initial situation and 
intensify cooperation and advocacy. Save the Children 
International's five-point action plan for responding to 
the refugee crisis in Europe was relayed extensively 
to Finnish activists. In Finland, such things as the 
equal opportunity of child asylum seekers to families, 
services and participation, as well as improving good 
governance in the interests of child asylum seekers 
were the hub of advocacy work. In the autumn we 
also met with key decision-makers and officials 
in various ministries. Advocacy on behalf of child 
asylum seekers is continuing and will be promoted 
by the information we receive, via our operations, 
on the situation of children and young people, by the 
collaboration begun in the autumn with researchers 
from the Finnish Youth Research Society and by our 
being in Save the Children working groups monitoring 
the international situation. 
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In Spetember 2015, Save the Children embarked on activities in Finland, part 
of International Save the Children’s concerted humanitarian crisis operations 
to help child asylum seekers escaping from conflict areas to Europe. Early in 
the month Save the Children opened a temporary play tent on the premises 

of the police station in Pasila (just north from central Helsinki), offering children and 
their families who are waiting to be registered a place where the children can play 
and, if necessary, offering warm clothing and a snack. In addition, we took care that 
unaccompanied minors waiting to be registered were safely escorted to the recep-
tion centre.  The operation in Pasila assisted 77 children in the space of about a week. 
We also carried out advocacy work for Finland to fulfil the rights of all child asylum 
seekers coming to Finland, including those coming alone, at all stages of their asylum 
application.

During the autumn we also started negotiations at the instigation of the Finnish 
Immigration Service (Migri) for the creation of two minors’ units for unaccompanied 
children. Migri expressed the wish that Save the Children would take part in the 
care of unaccompanied children coming to the country over as long a timeframe as 
possible, and our organisation immediately responded positively to the request. We 
went to inspect suitable premises in Espoo and the following week the supported 
accommodation unit was in use. We started with the recruitment of staff in week 42, 
and already recruited a manager from our circle of activity by 14 October.  There was 
much enthusiasm in Save the Children to start working with these young people and 
to contribute to helping to deal with the Europe-wide refugee crisis so that children 
could be ensured quality, life-preserving care.

A 40-bed support housing unit was established in Kauklahti, Espoo, for 16–17 
years-olds, and a 20-bed group home in Oulu for children under 16.  The two units 
were opened in November. 

The Kauklahti support-housing unit’s 16-person working team started work at 
the beginning of November.   The working team had a few days to get the support- 
housing unit ready, draw up rules and instructions, agree on practices, assemble 
furniture and get to know one another.   The 40 young people arrived the following 
week.   They all came at the same time by bus from the Tornio border, and the daily 
routine started right away. November–December was a time of creating basic secu-
rity, stability and familiarisation.  The young arrivals had health checks and preliminary 
interviews; info sessions were held, representatives were appointed for everyone, the 
operating environment was explained and they started to get used to the increas-
ing dark and cold of the Finnish winter.  Apart from the unit’s staff, from the outset 
there were 30 volunteers working actively on various tasks, including Finnish language 
teaching, conducting tours and organising sports activities. Life in the housing unit 
followed as normal a routine as possible, despite the asylum application process. Life 
revolved around school, meals, recreation, joint events and objectives aimed at the 
individual growth and development of each young person.

The group home in Onnela, Oulu, for lone unaccompanied child asylum seek-
ers started operation on 18 November.  The group home is intended for children 

Effective action during 
the refugee crisis

and young people under the age of 16 who came to Finland 
without parents or carers.  The Onnela group home employs 
10 instructors, a social worker, a healthcare worker, an office 
secretary and a manager.  The first young people arrived on 23 
November, and the group home was full within two days, hous-
ing altogether 22 youngsters. Life in the group home is cosy, 
with mealtime, coming-home time and bedtime making up the 
rhythm of daily life. In view of their experiences, the children 
living in the group home quickly regained their joy of life and 
from day one they have been highly-motivated to learn Finnish. 
Life in the group home also involved instructing the children 
in physical exercise. Before the arrival of the snow, they often 
played soccer together in the yard of the group home, used 
the climbing equipment, and played on the swings. For many 
children, the first snow was an amazing experience.  They made 
snowmen in the yard, threw snowballs, and tobogganed and 
skidded on the slopes.  The children also learnt to skate and 
walk with snowshoes.  The first months at the group home 
were spent getting used to the routine rhythm and safety of 
daily life as well as getting used to the fact that the children 
could eat enough and that the adults are safe and only want 
what is good for them. In December the group home held an 
open day, where neighbours were invited to get to know how 
the group home works.  The occasion was a success and peo-
ple from the neighbouring houses were very happy that they 
were invited to visit. 

Child-friendly spaces launched
In September Save the Children began measures to start up 
child-friendly spaces at asylum seeker reception centres in Fin-
land.  The child-friendly space is the international model used 
by Save the Children that aims to provide children living amidst 
extreme circumstances a secure and pleasant environment. 
In the spaces, children have an opportunity to recover from 
their experiences and do things for themselves, such as playing 
and developing. The funding for starting up the activity was 
obtained from Save the Children in the UK. Save the Children 
has made a cooperation agreement with the Finnish Red Cross 
(FRC) and pilot activities have started to be prepared at the 
FRC centre in Oulu.  The main role in the first child-friendly 
space activity was collectively played by Save the Children’s 
local associations, which have helped in launching and running 
the initiative and in recruiting volunteers. Professional voluntary 
support, guidance and training, as well as coordination and 
management of the activity, are handled by the central Save 
the Children organisation in Finland. By the end of 2015, Save 
the Children had trained almost 50 volunteers in Lahti and 
Oulu.  The activity in Lahti reached over 50 children, and by the 
end of December the child-friendly spaces were being run up 
to five times a week.  These concentrated especially on children 
under six years of age who spend their days at the reception 
centres and do not yet attend school.   The child-friendly spaces 
for older children were functional on Saturdays. n
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Save the Children administers the PePPi development project (2012–2016), 
which supports foster families as a volunteer resource. There are also two 
other support organisations: the Family Care Association and the Pesäpuu 
child welfare association. The project is part of the Finnish Slot Machine 

Association’s Emma & Elias Programme, which is coordinated by the Mannerheim 
League for Child Welfare. The PePPi project operates in Central Finland, North 
Karelia and Uusimaa. 

The project was launched to improve the welfare of foster families through the 
activities of organisations. The project has found ways by which ordinary citizens 
have the chance to take responsibility by acting to benefit children and foster fam-
ilies. The PePPi project also produces information, increases the visibility of foster 
families and conducts advocacy to improve the status of children and foster families. 

At the start of the project foster parents, children and young people were able 
to point out the areas in which volunteers could get involved in their daily affairs. 
Young people who grew up in foster families, and who especially want to support 
children and young people in foster families, are also involved in developing the 
project work. The expectations of foster families, the orientation of volunteers 
and the knowledge of experience experts serve to guide the development of the 
project activities. Collaboration with family care professionals and foster parents’ 
associations has been one of the prerequisites for starting the activities.

Voluntary activities supplement foster families’ natural support network
Having a functioning support network near at hand is invaluable in the daily life 
of every family with children. The network comprises everyday reciprocal relation-
ships. The daily life of foster families includes ordinary family routines but also 
particular responsibilities and duties. Foster families need especially secure and 
durable close networks.

THE MAIN ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS OF THE PEPPI 
PROJECT IN 2015

The foster family’s volunteer support person, the 'family 
friend', is an important adult figure for the entire family: “we 
also want a support person”
Foster families’ most common wish is to get help with 
everyday routines. Save the Children’s enduring model of 
support persons for families with children provides a good 
framework for creating a secure model for using volunteers 
to support foster families in everyday life. A foster family is 
generally a family with several children and where parents 
attend to things well. Having a volunteer who can provide  
input to the everyday routine and daily chores or be an 
adult friend of the children has proved rewarding for foster 
families as well as for the volunteers.

In 2015 altogether 37 volunteers provided support to 
29 families. By the year’s end there were 20 foster families 
waiting to receive a support person and seven trained sup-
port persons waiting for a suitable foster family. 

Peer support and participatory activity by child and youth 
groups for foster family children
Another wish expressed by foster families is to receive 
peer support and activities for their children. Both the 
birth children and fostered children of foster families live 
somewhat different lives than children in a nuclear family. 
Children become siblings in foster families over time and 
through different stages.

The wish was for group to share experiences and hopes, 
providing peer experiences for foster children and young 
people and their foster brothers and sisters.

Six different groups of children and young people from 
foster families were active during 2015, and altogether 22 
children took part in them. The groups’ instructors were 
students in higher education. Half of the groups met at the 
same time as the foster parents’ groups so that parental 
involvement with their groups was possible. 

Young people as volunteers
A summer activity was planned at the North Karelia Fami-
lyhouse and organised together with 12 children and young 
people. Four young people from foster families organised 
a weekend camp for the Central Finland foster parents’ 
association. Five young people from foster families acted 
as experts in developing an online chat activity for foster 
children. At a camp for foster children, 20 young peo-
ple took part in planning and making a chat advertising 
video. Young people are empowered when their skills are 
foregrounded.

Peer encounters in foster youth chat discussions
Online chat forums were developed in close cooperation 
with Save the Children’s internet youth activities.

Discussion themes included family, bullying, hobbies 
and Christmas festivities. Volunteer workers and adult 
trainers always attend the chat sessions. Police officers 
and social workers also drop in to answer young people’s 
questions.

There were 10 chat sessions organised, one of which was 
oriented specifically towards foster brothers and sisters. 
The chat sessions involved 104 young people and by the 
end of 2015 there were seven volunteer chat trainers. 

Small, well-run foster parent groups provide important breath-
ing spaces
Parents get support from one another and from their own 
regular close network. The daily life of a foster parent can 
only be fully understood by another foster parent, but such 
peer parents are not often to be found from within the fos-
ter family’s regular close network, added to which they are 
bound by confidentiality. Foster parents often themselves 
act as volunteers and organise small group activities for 
themselves. Foster parent groups have been supported and 
nine of them have met within the framework of the PePPi 
project. At the end of 2015 a tenth group was created for 
kindred foster parents. 

The peer support, belonging and fun derived from events for 
all the family 
The PePPi project has responded to the wishes of foster 
families to meet other foster families as a whole family and 
to take part in preparatory activities by arranging a variety 
of events and activity days. The representatives of organ-
isations from other sectors and educational institutions, 
as well as cultural figures, have been included. Volunteers 
took part in planning and arranging the happenings. The 
feedback from the families was positive.

The importance of voluntary activities, fun and good relations 
with volunteers
Volunteers work as foster families’ support persons, group 
instructors, for online chat and on various other occa-
sions. We have found responsible and committed adults 
to work as volunteers. Participation in the daily life of 
foster families provides a positive experience and sense of 
satisfaction. Strengthening the regular close network of a 
foster family is a valuable form of voluntary activity that 
benefits children.

The visibility and participation of foster family members and 
transparency
The Facebook PePPi site (Peppivoima) was visited by 162 
473 people in 2015. Work on the project’s website was 
begun in 2015 and the site opened in February 2016 – 
www.peppivoimaa.fi. The site showcased foster family 
support personactivities and chat activities as well as slots 
for young experience experts and foster parents. n

Foster families are ordinary, 
coached families that provide 
a child separated from their 
birth family with a home and 
family. According to figures 
from the National Institute of 
Health and Welfare, in 2014 
there were 15 006 children or 
young people placed outside 
their homes. Of these, 6 233 
were placed with foster 
families.

Everyday foster family
life as a volunteer
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In 2015, we worked to improve the situation of the most deprivied and 
marginalised children in Africa and Asia. With the support of the Finn-
ish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, corporates and individual donations, 
we carried out development cooperation projects in Africa – in benin, 

burkina faso, mali, niger, ivory Coast, togo, somaliland, ethiopia and 
kenya – and in Asia – in india, nepal, bangladesh and myanmar. We also car-
ried out a neighbouring area cooperation project in russia with the support of 
private donations. 

In 2015, Save the Children responded to over 100 humanitarian crises 
throughout the world. We conduct our humanitarian projects as part of the 
humanitarian operations of Save the Children International. In 2015, Save 
the Children Finland participated in this work through its own projects, 
which were carried out with the support of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
and private donors, in iraq, mali, nepal and somalia, and with the support 
of our private donations in uganda and philippines, as well as with the sup-
port of the European Commission’s humanitarian aid division ECHO, the 
Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the UK's Department for International 
Development and private donations in burkina faso. We also participated in 
funding Save the Children’s humanitarian work, including work in thailand, 
rwanda, yemen and south sudan. 

In 2015, 273 000 children benefitted directly from our programmes. Our 
work directly reached 239 000 adults.

CHILDREN RECEIVED BETTER PROTECTION

We have been developing and strengthening national and local level child pro-
tection systems in west afriCa, nepal, somaliland, kenya, india and russia. 
The purpose of the child protection system is to ensure that children can live in 
safety in their families and communities and that children are protected from 
all forms of violence and exploitation.

In west afriCa, 205 400 working children received help and protection in 
2015 from African child labour movements supported by Save the Children in 
six of our programming countries.

In somaliland, our child protection programme has directly reached over 
8 000 people in 2015 (children, parents, community leaders, child protection 
officials and other child protection professionals). The programme provided 
training and support for 52 local organisations providing child protection ser-
vices, through which increasingly more children receive quality child protection 
(– 4 222 children in 2015).

 

INCREASINGLY MORE CHILDREN ATTEND SCHOOL

In 2015, in ethiopia, kenya, nepal and myanmar our education projects sought to 
ensure that children with disabilities, children from ethnic minorities and work-
ing children were able to enjoy quality basic education. Preschool helps ensure 
better performance at school and prevents interruptions to school attendance. 

In ethiopia the numbers of children at the early childhood education centre 
set up by Save the Children increased to 2 505, of whom 832 children attended 
preschool in 2015. 

In myanmar we launched a new early childhood education project in January 
2015, through which 2 213 children received preschool education. 

In nepal we provided schoolbooks and learning materials to 2 340 children 
who lost their possessions in the earthquake.

WE ALLEVIATED THE IMPACT OF POVERTY ON CHILDREN 

Poverty is a threat to children’s well-being, their future and their very survival.
Poverty endangers children’s physical and psychological health. Poverty drives 
many children into hazardous work and robs them of the opportunity to attend 
school. Poverty harms children even before they are born. In burkina faso, for 
instance, many children are born undernourished because their mothers are 
malnourished.  

We developed social protection to be more child sensitive

In india, nepal and bangladesh, as a result of the continuation of social pro-
tection projects started in Save the Children’s previous programme period, 
child health and nutrition has improved and prevented interruptions to 
school attendance. We have improved the access of vulnerable and marginal-
ised children to social protection. Due to our programmes, children’s risk of 
falling victim to exploitation has reduced. In 2015 we continued to develop 
the expertise of our local partners and conducted an assessment of the impact 
of the Child-Sensitive Social Protection Programme approach to child pov-
erty.

The development of the existing social protection programmes in coop-
eration with the authorities has been demonstrated to be an effective course 
of action to create the sorts of programmes in which better attention is paid 
to children’s needs. In 2015 in dungapur, india, our child-sensitive social 
protection programme enabled 829 new families to access public sector social 

Our work globally 

“In the day care centre it looks as if
the children only play and have fun.
But in reality they are learning all the
time,” says Philippa Ramsden, Save 
the Children’s educational advisor. 
“When children thread a bead on a 
string of beads they are exercising 
many different skills. The children’s 
motor skills and ability to concentrate 
are developing."

Somaliland

17-year-old Muhyadiin lives as an in-
ternally displaced person in the State 
House refugee camp. The camp was 
already established in the 1990s and 
Muhyadiin has lived here all his life. 
He is involved in the Save the Children 
child rights club, which operates in 
the camp. He says that by being in the 
club he has learnt conflict avoidance 
skills. These skills are often needed 
for settling disputes among children 
and young people. Previously, diffe-
rences of opinion would end in fights, 
but now it is more often possible to 
resolve them through discussion, says 
Muhyadiin.
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support. In addition, our workers identified 349 new cases of child labour. 
Of the children involved in these, 250 were able to stop working and attend 
school. We also improved the conditions of children in poor foster families 
by working together with the children’s care-givers so that they pay better 
attention to the children’s needs. 

In bangladesh in 2015 our programme contributed to ensuring that at 
least 1 000 families were able to access various social protection programmes, 
such as those providing grants, maternity allowance, income support, survi-
vors’ pensions etc. Volunteers chosen by communities identified the families 
who require support and consulted with the authorities about their receiving 
assistance. 

2015 saw us broaden our work on developing social security by launching a 
new social security protection in the philippines. 

We also carried out advocacy work nationally in coalition with other 
organisations. 

Myanmar, early childhood education 

t Three-year-old Ma Myat Noe Thadat at-
tends an Early Childhood Care and Develop-
ment (ECCD) Centre supported by Save the 
Children in the village of Baw Ta Byun, in the 
state of Karen, Myanmar. Her father Soe Min 
deplores the fact that as a child he did not 
have the opportunity to go to school, which 
is why he wants to do everything to ensure 
that his children attend school. His daughter 
enjoys being at the ECCD. 

x Children at the ECCD in the village of Yay 
Kyaw Gyin do different activities in every 
corner of the centre.

q Children have their daily nap at Baw Ta 
Pyun monastery. The monastery has donat-
ed the use of a space for ECCD use until the 
Save the Children premises, located on land 
next to the monastery, is ready.

Bangladesh

Eleven-year-old Tanzila’s school days did not begin auspi-
ciously. On her first day at school her teacher punished her 
by beating her with a cane because she did not have a pen or 
notebook. Her father could not work due to illness and so her 
family could not afford school stationery. Tanzila was afraid 
to go to school because each day her teacher would punish 
learners for not having the necessary materials or for not lear-
ning quickly enough. Her parents can neither read nor write 
and so were unable to help her. She soon stopped attending 
school altogether. But she wanted to learn and the following 
year started to attend school again at a school supported by 

Save the Children that provides learning materials to learners 
for free and where teachers do not use corporal punishment. 
Tanzia got through primary school and in 2015 she applied 
to attend secondary school to continue her studies. But the 
school fees were too high for her parents to cover with their 
small income. In the end Tanzila succeeded with the help of 
our programme workers who petitioned for and obtained a 
grant that covers most of the expenses for attending school. 
“The grant doesn’t cover all my school expenses, but it helps 
a lot and it encourages my parents to let me continue until my 
studies finish,” Tanzila explains. 

We managed to get decision-makers to bear better responsibility
for children

In 2015 in kenya and somaliland we carried out programmes on the themes 
of child rights governance, linked to investing in children, which became an 
increasingly important sub-theme in 2015. 

In kenya the advocacy work of Save the Children and its local partners 
yielded results when, in 2015, decision makers who received training through 
our programme took up the issue of ensuring that children’s interests are 
attended to in municipal budgets. Another outcome of our advocacy work is 
that decision-making has become more transparent – NGOs and even chil-
dren’s representatives are now included in municipal decision-making bodies. 

In somaliland, Save the Children and its local partners contributed to 
bringing about the “children’s law” in 2015. The draft law is now before par-
liament. A result of our lengthy advocacy work was that in 2015 the alloca-
tion for education and health care increased by 21%.    

Photo: Monis Uddin Nishat
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IMPROVED DISASTER PREPAREDNESS SAVED CHILDREN

The development of disaster preparedness is a feature in nearly all our pro-
grammes. We operate in areas that are particularly vulnerable to natural disas-
ters and where the risk of armed conflicts is often high. By improving disaster 
preparedness we reduce the hazards children are exposed to by even small and 
common disasters, such as fires and traffic accidents. 

In 2015 we carried out an interim evaluation to establish how disaster risk 
reduction is realised in our 2014–2016 programme projects. For instance, in  
ethiopia as a result of our advocacy work we have developed disaster prepar-
edness as a part of the curriculum of schools in provinces where we conduct 
our training and child protection projects. The numbers of child fatalities and 
injuries due to fires and traffic accidents were reported to have declined in these 
provinces. 

WE ASSISTED IN HUMANITARIAN CRISES

burkina faso suffers from severe drought, and in the north of the country in particu-
lar child undernutrition is a serious problem. Many malnourished children also suffer 
diarrhoea due to poor hygiene. Between harvest times, many mothers are also under-
nourished, which harms the health of newborn infants. Many families are so poor that 
they cannot afford child healthcare. We used project funds to cover healthcare charges 
for children under the age of five and for expectant and nursing mothers in the poorest 
families. We also improved the income and food security of the poorest families by 
providing them with income assistance and poultry. In the villages, hygiene improved 
due to hygiene education and the use of latrines and hand washing facilities built by 
Save the Children. The project also sought to lobby candidates in the 2015 elections to 
put on the campaign agenda the issue of free healthcare for children under five years 
of age that would also give attention to undernutrition.

Over 245 000 Syrians have fled to iraq, 41.6% of  them children. Most 
have come to Iraq's autonomous area of  Kurdistan and 39% of  the refugees 
live in refugee camps. In 2015, as a result of  Save the Children’s humanitarian 
assistance, 1 786 refugees of  school age living in camps got the chance to be 
taught by a trained teacher. Also, club activities were organised for children 

and youth and workshops for the smallest children and their mothers as part 
of  Save the Children’s early childhood education programme. The workshops 
involved 96 mothers and their 113 children under the age of  three. A parallel 
activity was organised for fathers, which involved 53 fathers of  small children. 
The child protection network run in the camps was also reinforced. Under the 
WASH project, which came to an end in 2015, we ensured the availability of  
clean water by building and restoring water points in the refugee camps. We 
also built 18 latrine and shower points. 

The earthquake in nepal in 2015 killed 8 800 people, injured a further 
17 000 and destroyed the homes of  500 000. One of  the worst hit areas was 
Sindhupalchowk, where Save the Children has been working since 2006. After 
the earthquake we launched a project in Sindhupalchowk and Dolakha that 
provided support for the building or restoration of  the water pipes and sew-
ers of  74 schools and temporary learning centres. A further 180 latrines were 
constructed for schools and two child-friendly spaces and children were taught 
about hygiene. Also, 2 000 of  the most vulnerable households and 80 small 
business retailers received cash support. Our project enabled 12 000 school 
children and 4 000 health centre patients to have clean water, the most vulner-
able families could afford food and accommodation and small retailers were 
able to obtain goods for sale. 

somalia suffers from protracted conflicts. Internally displaced persons 
in urban areas are particularly vulnerable. Many of  them live in temporary 

Iraq

16-year-old Nadia and her family 
were forced to flee their home town 
of Qamisl in Syria because of the 
bombing. Her nine-member family 
went to Quasthapa refugee camp in 
Iraq. Some 1 800 Syrian families live 
in the camp. Nadia belongs to camp’s 
youth committee set up by Save the 
Children. Organising the committee’s 
activities, various campaigns and 
events enables its young members 
to momentarily forget the hardships 
they have experienced. They are also 
learning useful new skills and they 
make new friends. Nadia explains 
how the committee organised a cam-
paign so that all the children in the 
camp can attend school. “I’m proud 
that I am in the committee. It gives 
me something nice to do, and there’s 
always something up. For instance, 
we visit the families in the camp to 
persuade them about the importance 
of attending school.” Among other 
things, Save the Children organised 
practical leadership training for the 
committee’s members to strengthen 
their self-confidence. Nadia says that 
when she is older she wants to beco-
me a journalist. “Journalists have to 
be brave and self-assured,” she says. 
“The training teaches us to distinguish 
right from wrong, we learn respect 
and we increase our self-confidence. 
In the youth committee I learnt all 
about this because we treat one anot-
her with respect and we believe that 
we can bring about positive changes 
in the lives of adults and children in 
the camp.” 

Burkina Faso

At Save the Children’s nutrition clinic in the Kayan regional hospital in Burkina 
Faso, our nurse provides guidance for the mothers of undernourished children. 

Photo: Farah Sayegh/Save the Children

Photo: Eeva Johansson
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dwellings under constant threat of  eviction. Save the Children conducted a 
child protection project in four areas in Mogadishu. We provided training for 
100 teachers on children’s rights and child protection and reinforced existing 
child protection networks. We provided cash assistance for people who have 
fled their dwellings. Our project provided children with psychosocial support. 
Furthermore, we arranged hygiene instruction for children. The project, which 
ran until March 2016, reached over 10 000 recipients, nearly 9 000 of  whom 
were children. n

CHILD RIGHTS AND BUSINESS 

Our advocacy work in 2015 focussed on improving 
corporate responsibility. This work is based on the 
Children’s Rights and Business Principles, a 2012 
initiative of  the UN Global Compact with Save the 
Children and Unicef. Its 10 principles help busi-
nesses incorporate children’s rights into their key 
strategies and take greater responsibility for fulfill-
ing children’s rights. The principles also encourage 
businesses to pay attention to children and children’s 
rights by developing social responsibility pro-
grammes.

In its activities a company can directly promote 
children’s rights by ensuring that its products are safe 
for children and by acting against harmful work, as 
well as by taking care of  the working conditions for 
young people. Businesses can also indirectly promote 
children’s welfare by such things as ensuring that 
employees are paid enough to be able to take care of  
their families. 

NOKIA
Child rights and business partnership with Nokia 
continued as a part of  a global collaboration. In 2015 
Save the Children evaluated Nokia’s global guide-
lines from a children’s rights perspective. We gave 
recommendations how children’s rights could be 
better implemented in the company's policies and we 
trained Nokia personnel on child rights and business 
principles. Nokia and Save the Children collaborated 
in renewing Nokia’s internal operational guidelines 
on preventing child labour.

“Allowing Save the Children to review and renew 
our approach regarding children’s rights was very 

valuable. We were able to utilize real expertise in this 
area and, as their organization is also global, we feel 
confident that we now have an approach that applies 
worldwide.” said Laura Okkonen, Head of  Human 
Rights, Nokia

STORA ENSO
In 2015 we continued our cooperation with Stora 
Enso on child rights and business that had started 
in 2014. We trained over 600 Stora Enso employees 
in children’s rights. In these trainings we used the 
e-learning tools and participatory workshop methods 
developed by our international centre of  excellence, 
the Centre for Child Rights and Corporate Social 
Responsibility. Awareness within the company about 
children’s rights increased and the training was seen 
to be beneficial.

“For me learning the ten Children’s Rights and 
Business Principles was eye-opening: you realise 
how comprehensive they are and in how many ways 
business and children’s rights are interrelated.” said 
Karl-Henrik Sundström, CEO, Stora Enso.

In SprIng 2015 Save the ChIldren carried out a nation-
wide project that made the voice of children heard on 
matters to do with child poverty, inequality and investing 
in children.  The project was called Value for Childhood, 

and through it we simultaneously carried out global education 
and our organisation’s advocacy activities around the time of 
the elections.  Through Save the Children’s local associations 
we selected six Finnish schools: a high school in Helsinki and 
five secondary schools – in Joensuu, Imatra, Naantali, Kemi järvi 
and Liperi.  At the same time, the project was launched in Save 
the Children’s programming areas in Kenya, in the rural area 
of Siaya and in the slums of Mombasa, involving children from 
these areas active in child rights groups.

The groups of children and young people selected to take 
part were tasked with dealing with both children’s rights and 
inequality as universal phenomena and in the area where they 
live.  Working in small groups, the children chose problems 
that were significant to them, which they got to know about in 
detail before depicting it in writing and with photographs.  We 
produced a pack of learning materials for the Finnish schools, 
that home language, social science, language and arts teachers 
used in running the project. Based on the photos and writings 
that the Finnish school children and Kenyan children produced, 
Save the Children’s local associations organised local photo 
exhibitions and discussion forums to focus on the problems 
raised by the children and young people. Local parliamentary 
candidates, decision-makers, officials and other adults who work 

with children were invited along to these events.  The young 
people could put questions to the decision-makers and suggest 
how they could deal with the problems being raised.  The aim 
was to draw the attention of decision-makers to what children 
and young people themselves would invest in.

The problems raised by the Finnish young people were fairly 
similar regardless of their locality.  They expressed the hope that 
adults would in particular tackle the exclusion and racism, vio-
lence and substance abuse that children experience.  The Ken-
yan children especially wished for a childhood without a feeling 
of being poor, with equal access to school, with a reduction in 
the use of child labour and one in which substance abuse is 
tackled.  The children and young people agreed that they need 
more information on how the problems they raised can be 
dealt with and what they themselves can do about them.

This was a pilot project in which child and youth involve-
ment was done in their immediate environments, at school and 
in youth clubs. It also committed adults working with children 
to think about how the voice of children can be heard without 
excessive adult guidance.  The project encouraged and guided 
Save the Children’s local associations to be the mouthpiece of 
children and young people in their own areas and to develop 
ways of influencing the authorities, politicians and officials on 
children’s issues. n

Highlighting the voice of children

Next page: photos taken by the children à

Value for childhood
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Photograph by the child rights group, Siaya, Kenia

Photograph by, Kemijärvi

Photograph by Anni Kananen, Kemijärvi

QUALITY CHILD PROTECTION AND 
DIRECT SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN

Our local associations interact closely 
with children 

• Children’s events
• Peer support for families with 

children
• School book and hobby support 

through the Eväitä Elämälle pro-
gramme

Professional child protection services
• Support family and support person 

activities
• Holiday homes
• Family care
• Domestic adoption counselling
• International adoption counselling 

and services
• Adoption follow-up services
• Children’s homes
• Family rehabilitation
• Support housing units
• Consultations
• Legal services
• Interest supervision activities

Professional child protection as  
psychosocial services

• Consultations
• Therapy services
• Peer groups for foster children and 

adopted children
• Foster home and adopted child 

support services

Child protection in digital media
• Nettivihje (hotline and tip-off) service

Youth activities
• Chat support for children and 

young people
• Online youth activities
• Mentoring for school learners

In international development coopera-
tion programmes

• To strengthen national and local 
child protection arrangements

• To promote child school attendance

• To strengthen good governance that 
attends to children’s rights

• To reduce severe poverty by 
child-oriented social security

• To strengthen humanitarian aid and 
community disaster preparedness

INFLUENCING CHILD POLICY AND 
PARTNERSHIPS

Child rights promotion
• Statements and policy positions
• Influencing legislation and practices
• Collaboration and partnerships 

with child rights networks and duty 
holders

• National and international coope-
ration

• Public influence through local 
associations

Disseminating and sharing information
• Child rights
• Media education
• Participation
• Anti-racism

RAPID SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN  
LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY

• Children’s emergency fund collec-
tions

• Country-specific child sponsoring
• Emergency aid and humanitarian 

programmes
• Cooperation with businesses
• Monthly donations

GETTING INVOLVED IN OUR  
ACTIVITIES

• Voluntary work
• Children’s emergency fund collec-

tions
• Country-specific child sponsoring
• Humanitarian aid collections
• Cooperation with businesses
• Advocacy

Get involved – we’re needed!
Save the Children is a civil society organisation whose vision is of a world that fulfils 
the right of every child to life, protection, development and participation.
Save the Children Finland is a part of the international Save the Children movement, 
which works in over 100 countries. Save the Children Finland was founded in 1922.

MEDALS AWARDED IN 2015

PIETATE IN PARVULOS MEDAL

Söderlund Merja, Valkeakoski association

GOLD MEDAL

Rauma association: Alonen Anja, Maikola Anna and Viljanen Seija
Valkeakoski association:  Virtanen Lasse
Mikkeli association:  Hurskainen Pentti

SILVER MEDAL

Rauma association: Alhonen Sinikka, Lehtinen Mari, Rantanen Leena and 
Vainila Terttu
Turku association: Kottelin Mirja, Arnamo Erja, Mannelin Kaarina and Lehto 
Liisa

BRONZE MEDAL
Rauma association: Arvo Tiina, Ijäs Johanna, Jaakkola Sari, Myllyniemi Mira, 
Skogström Satu and Väkiparta Tuija
Asikkala association: Kantola Päivi

GOVERNING BODY 2015

Honorary president First Lady Jenni Haukio
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President   Päivi Korolainen

MEMBERS   DEPUTY MEMBERS

South Finland
Seija Hynnälä (deputy ch.) Petri Matero 
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Annikka Taitto (deputy ch.) Päivi Melto
Pipsa Piipponen  Irmeli Lindroos
Katri Ignatius   Anneli Junnila

Ahvenanmaa
Monica von Frenckell Janina Björni

Central Finland
Tuula Tahvanainen Riitta Mecklin 
Leena Oijusluoma  Riitta Tiainen
Merja Pulliainen  Kaarina Lahti 
 
West Finland
Merja Söderlund  Irma Kuuisto 
Milja-Elina Saarinen (deputy member)
Sinikka Sillanpää  Seija Meriläinen

East Finland  
Sanna Oikarinen  (deputy member) 
Pirkko Kuusela  Maija-Leena Kumpulainen 

North Finland
Antero Lindvall  (deputy member)  
Kyllikki Vänttinen  Mirja-Maija Hakolampi 

External experts
Pirjo von Hertzen  Maija von Fiandt 
Johanna Jaskari   Helena Isotalus
Marja Puhakka  Eija Mustonen

BOARD
Chairperson   CEO Juhani Pekkala 

Members
Senior researcher Tarja Heino
Julia Korkman, PsyD (deputy ch.)
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hood project
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