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COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 
OF CHILDREN AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN 
FINLAND
Save the Children Finland set out to look into commercial sexual exploitation of 
children and sexual violence as a phenomenon in Finland. The aim of the report 
was to produce knowledge of the central professional bodies involved, to trace 
the extent of the phenomenon, and to depict its manifestations. Professionals and 
specialists from different organizations and MPs focusing on human rights issues 
were interviewed. 

According to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), a child 
must be protected against all sexual exploitation and sexual violence. These 
crimes, whichever shape or form, are serious crimes against a child’s dignity and 
bodily integrity. Commercial sexual exploitation of children, CSEC, as a definition 
is broad covering acts of different degree of severity that range from serious child 
sexual abuse and exploitation to other sexual acts that harm a child. The phenom-
enon involves organized crime and is difficult to detect.

Commercial sexual exploitation of children and sexual violence or traf-
ficking a child to sexual purposes 
refers to purchasing sexual favours from a minor. A term “transactional sex” or 
“material exchange for sex” are used when money, food, inebriating substances 
or a place to stay for the night are offered in exchange for these sexual favours.

Commercial sexual exploitation of children and child sexual abuse ma-
terial that evidences child abuse
refers to situations in which video material or imagery evidencing sexual exploita-
tion and sexual violence against a minor is used as merchandise, medium of ex-
change, or for extortion purposes.

Sexual exploitation of children and sexual violence in the context of 
tourism 
refers to a phenomenon in which someone travels to a tourist destination where 
children are subjected to sexual exploitation and sexual violence.

Child marriage refers to a child being married off to someone significantly old-
er, or an adult. Child marriages are a violation of the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child and always involve sexual exploitation and sexual violence against the 
child. Child marriages are agreed upon and arranged by adults.



COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN FINLAND 3  

KEY FINDINGS OF THE REPORT 
Based on the specialist interviews: 

• Sexual exploitation and sexual violence are difficult to detect and there is 
a lack of knowledge on these phenomena in Finland.

• Transactional sex between minors and adults as well as commercial 
sexual exploitation of children and sexual violence against children occur 
also in Finland, particularly in digital media.

• Material related to commercial sexual exploitation of children and sexual 
violence evidencing child abuse and illegal footage have been proliferated 
over digital media, also by and among Finns. 

• Suspicions of child marriages have risen among families with immigrant 
backgrounds.

• Professionals and authorities need more information and training to 
detect and battle commercial sexual exploitation of children and sexual 
violence against children.

• Work needs to be done to crystallize definitions in relation to commercial 
exploitation of children and sexual violence against children, and to clarify 
the related terminology. 

• Legislation governing the prevention of commercial sexual exploitation of 
children and sexual violence must be clarified. 

Commercial sexual exploitation of children and sexual violence are hidden cri-
mes in Finland making it difficult to estimate the extent of the phenomenon. The 
competence of authorities and other professionals to detect child related sexual 
crimes, as well as their ability to take subsequent appropriate action, need to be 
strengthened. There is a need for interdisciplinary research and societal discussion 
on how we can better protect children against sexual exploitation and sexual 
violence in Finland and in international collaboration. 
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SAVE THE CHILDREN FINLAND  
REPRESENTS THE ECPAT 
NETWORK IN FINLAND
The international ECPAT network aims at preventing and reducing the occurrence 
of commercial sexual exploitation of children and sexual violence. ECPAT origina-
tes in the 2015 “End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism” campaign. Since then, the 
network has expanded its operations, and it no longer uses the term “prostituti-
on” as it negates the rights of children. Today, the ECPAT network consists of 109 
member organizations representing 96 countries.



THE INTERNATIONAL ECPAT  
COLLABORATION AIMS AT:

• strengthening member countries’ national legislation to better protect 
children against sexual exploitation and sexual violence

• raising awareness of the extent of the phenomenon

• helping victims of sexual exploitation and sexual violence to recover, and to 
become more aware of their rights
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NETTIVIHJE THE FINNISH HOTLINE
Save the Children Child Protection and Nettivihje, the Finnish Hotline service ac-
tively engage in prevention of sexual violence against children. Child Protection 
and Nettivihje, the Finnish Hotline strongly raise issues to public discussion, and 
increase the awareness of children’s rights to protection among children and ado-
lescents and the professionals working with them. This work specifically focuses on 
digital media. Our advisors offer practitioners training to detect sexual violence 
against children in digital media. Child Protection and Nettivihje, the Finnish Hotli-
ne engage in wide collaboration both in Finland and internationally. 

Children have the right to grow and develop in a safe environment, as well as to 
be protected against all violence.

Report with our Nettivihje, Finnish Hotline 
service pelastakaalapset.fi/nettivihje

• If you have seen child sexual abuse material evidencing sexual exploitation 
of children or sexual violence.

• If you suspect you might have encountered commercial sexual exploitation 
of children or sexual violence, or child trafficking for sexual purposes while 
travelling in your country or abroad.

• If you are aware of nude images or video footage of a minor (child or ado-
lescent) being spread over digital media.

• If a minor encounters grooming over digital media.
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THANK YOU

Co-financed by the European Union
Connecting Europe Facility

We thank everyone who took part in this report and special thanks to 
Tiukula-Foundation for funding the report. 
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Save the Children Finland
Koskelantie 38, PL 95
00601 Helsinki, Finland

www.savethechildren.fi

Save the Children Finland is a politically and religiously 
independent non-governmental organization founded 
in 1922, which fights for children’s rights in order to 
immediately and permanently improve children’s lives in 
Finland and all over the world.


