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WHY OPEN? 

•Opening up access to scholarly knowledge is a key value of the academy in the 21st century.

...and is also a natural consequence of the digital transformation of research.



THE DARIAH LANDSCAPE

Hosting 
solutions

Policy-making

Transnational collaborations 
(Working Groups)

Data management 
tools and services 

Teaching & advocacy 



HOW WE CAN SUPPORT RESEARCH IN A MORE INTELLIGENT AND OPEN WAY

Hosting solutions

Data management tools & services 

Transnational scientific collaborations 

Teaching & education Policy-making

Humanities 
communities 

Data archives

Open 
dissemination of 
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processing
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Linking crowds to 
clouds
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Freely accessible 
and reusable 
teaching materials



QUESTIONS WE HAVE TO ASK FROM OURSELVES
...in order to coordinate efforts and  identify the key pririties the implementation of OS across the 
DARIAH network. 

How can we make dissemination of 
scholarly data in the arts and 
humanities more fluid? 

How we can develop services 
and their platforms around 
communities?

What is data 
in arts and 
humanities? 

Who owns 
data? 

How the data could be 
further and reliably re-
used and redeployed 
in entirely new 
research contexts? 

How to 
facilitate 
data sharing? 

Who is 
responsible 
for data 
hosting? 

What kind of 
standards are we 
referring to?

How the internet 
had changed 
scholarly 
communication?

How to broaden and 
deepen the adoption 
of digital and open 
methods amongst 
humanities scholars?

How to make 
research 
outputs visible? 

How to identify 
community needs 
and gaps in 
workflows? 



FLUIDIFYYING THE DISSEMINATION OF 
SCHOLARLY DATA



WHAT DATA ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?

Type 1: Data is produced directly by the community (e.g.
annotations, corpora, code, XMLs, collection descriptions,
recordings, interviews etc.)
In a majority of cases researchers are free to openly share it.

Type 2: Much of the ’data’ are primary source materials,
produced as a result of the activities of cultural heritage
institutions (archives, libraries, museums). Here researchers
have to deal with lots of barriers to openness (e.g. copy
rights, unclear reuse conditions).

Access to data type 2 is a key issue in the future development
of not only digital humanities but all disciplines and studies
(e.g. Palaeontology) that involve or rely on heritage data.

?

Type 1 is often based 
on or is an enrichment 
of Type 2. 



THE CULTURAL HERITAGE DATA RE-USE CHARTER

• Scholars who want to reuse and share data and content need to know the
terms of use for the database and the data content. In many cases, learning
these conditions and gaining access to the heritage data takes lots of time and
effort.

• Potential to improve heritage institutions’ and scholars’ work on heritage data.

• Integrated in a long-term vision of Open Science and Open Access-based high-
quality research on high-quality data. 

• Aim: to develop an online environment that will enable all the relevant actors 
to connect and improve together access to heritage data.

We need solutions to “develop an
environment that is technically
flexible enough to allow for the
integration of heterogeneous
material and that is social enough to
allow researcher crowds to discover
and analyse their material and make
new connections.” (Blanke et al.
2015:11)

VS. 

https://arxiv.org/ftp/arxiv/papers/1601/1601.00533.pdf


THE CHARTER IN A NUTSHELL

• Offers a practical implementation of the best practices for heritage research, integrating
not only data but also actors.

• Principles & commitments: Reciprocity, Interoperability, Citability, Openness, Stewardship,
Trustworthiness.

• Strong synergies with other existing initiatives with similar goals (e.g. FAIR data,
PARTHENOS guidelines, Europeana Data Model).

•Achievements made so far: Mission Statement + a series of community engagement
workshops and surveys.

•Want to learn more? Follow #chdatareusecharter on twitter!

http://www.parthenos-project.eu/parthenos-guidelines-for-common-policies-implementation/
https://pro.europeana.eu/resources/standardization-tools/edm-documentation
https://www.clariah.nl/en/new/news/cultural-heritage-data-reuse-charter-mission-statement
https://libereurope.eu/events/feedback-workshop-reuse-of-cultural-heritage-charter/
https://pro.europeana.eu/post/fill-in-the-data-survey
https://twitter.com/hashtag/chdatareusecharter?src=hash


DEVELOPING SERVICES AND  PLATFORMS 
AROUND COMMUNITIES 



SPREADING THE WORD: THE DISSEMINATION OF OPEN TOOLS, 
METHODS, AND  BEST PRACTICES IN THE FIELD OF DIGITAL HUMANITIES 

• How to broaden and deepen the adoption of digital methods amongst humanities scholars?

• What is the most suitable platform for this purpose? 

Incentives driving scholarly communication adequate 
for a digital world:

The need to facilitate rapid peer-to-peer communication so that 
science accelerates faster. 

Information overload vs. staying on the top of  literature and news →
content curation is more important than ever. 

Researchers are the best-placed to assess what research is relevant 
to themselves and their communities. → Interactive environments 
For true assessment. 

• Aim: to provide a forum for the open and distributed (re)publication of DH methods to increase their findability.



THE OPENMETHODS METABLOG

Takes the perspective 
of data journals: 
stimulates discussion 
on DH research 
methods & tools .

Facilitates cultural 
change: spreads 
information about 
how to use tools, 
how to work with 
data.

Metablog = Expert 
content curation. DH 
experts will decide on 
content and enrich 
publications to help the 
readers on the top of the 
literature. 

Multilingual 
character: brings 
multucultural 
perspectives to the 
DH discourse.

Interactive: anyone can 
nominate content to 
republish.

Inclusive: goes beyond 
traditional publishing, 
all content types are 
welcome. 

https://openmethods.dariah.eu/


Collaborative platform for highlighting Open 
Access content about DH methods and tools

propose multilingual

content : blogs posts, 
articles, publications

checked and nominated by the 
Editorial Team with

Editors add a short introduction in which 

they briefly explain the relevance of the 

content + they categorize it with TaDiRAH

OpenMethods

Members of the Community propose existing multingual, interdisciplinary Open 
Access content.

An Editorial Team selects, curates and re-publishes existing content.

(free software for curating and 

sharing content from the web)

Volunteer
Editors

Editors Anonymous users

http://openmethods.dariah.eu/

Follow us: 
@openmethods_dh...

...and start sharing DH 
methods and tools by 
adding 
#openmethods_dh to 
your tweets!



A WAY TO GO



THE FOUNDATION OF POLICY-MAKING: 
COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT

• Community assessment is a key to develop discipline-specific, yet widely 
interoperable models of Open Science.

• From summer/autumn 2018:  consultation with the Working Groups 
about Open Science practices.

• Eliciting best practices, identification of challenges, needs, barriers and 
to dos and feeding them back to the policies and foresight.

• Aligning top-down perspective with bottom-ups.

• Optimalizing the research environment & the communication of 
discipline-specific models of Open Science. 

SSHOC FP9



JOINING FORCES IN ADVOCACY



THE DARIAH OPEN SCIENCE LANDSCAPE

Hosting 
solutions

Policy-making

Transnational collaborations 
(Working Groups)

Data management 
tools and services 

Teaching & education 

Creating new 
open services and 
platforms around 
communities

Connecting and 
sharing open data, 
tools and practices 
with communities. 

Assessing and 
addressing 
discipline-specific 
challenges

Representing humanities
within the Open Science
endeavour & achieving 
cultural change within 
hum. comms. 



KEY PRIORITIES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
OPEN SCIENCE ACROSS THE DARIAH NETWORK 
Creating open services and platforms around Arts and Humanities communities. 

•E.g. OpenMethods, SSHOC, Hyrmeos

Connecting and sharing open data, tools and practices with communities and mapping the 
potential of our resources to the challenges of our environment. 

•E.g. The Cultural Heritage Data Re-Use Charter,  DDRS, DARIAH Matketplace

Assessing and addressing discipline-specific challenges of and gaps in open workflows.

•E.g. consultation with the Working Groups and other stakeholders

Sufficietly representing and increasing the profile of Humanities within the Open Science and 
facilitate the adotion of Open Science good practices to the humantities community to achieve a 
cultural change. 

• E.g. advocacy and training programs in cooperation with the Open Science MOOC, FOSTER, 
PARTHENOS, OpenUp; DARIAH Open Access and Open Science guidelines 



THE DARIAH OPEN SCIENCE LANDSCAPE

Creating new 
open services and 
platforms around 
communities

Connecting and 
sharing open data, 
tools and practices 
with communities. 

Assessing and 
addressing 
discipline-specific 
challenges

Representing humanities 
within the Open Science
endeavour & achieving 
cultural change within 
hum. comms. 

Here and now: 
the DARIAH Annual Event 


